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What is Dyslexia?



What is dyslexia?

A language-based learning disability that 
is neurobiological in origin affecting a 
student’s ability to read individual words 
accurately and fluently and by poor 
spelling and decoding abilities.



Dyslexia...

* ...which typically results from a deficit 
in the phonological component of 
language that is often unexpected in 
relation to other cognitive abilities and 
the provision of effective classroom 
instruction and...



Dyslexia defined...

Secondary consequences may include 
impacting reading comprehension (and 
written expression) that may impede 
vocabulary growth and background 
knowledge

* Adopted by the IDA Board of Directors, Nov. 12, 2002. This Definition is also used by 
the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). Many state 
education codes, including New Jersey, Ohio and Utah, have adopted this definition. 
Learn more about how consensus was reached on this definition: Definition Consensus 
Project.



Dyslexia 

*Students with dyslexia have average to above 
average to superior intelligence

*Dyslexia affects 5-17% of the GENERAL population

*Reading ability is SEPARATE from intellectual ability

*Students with dyslexia are often our most creative, 
outside of the box thinkers and problem solvers



Implementation
This is free and should be used as a reference guide:

California Dyslexia Guidelines
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Dyslexia can coexist with…

• ADHD
• Specific Language Impairment
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• Dysgraphia
• Dyscalculia
• Giftedness



Early Identification, Effective 
Instruction & Intervention



To Identify Dyslexia in Gen Ed…

* Phonemic Awareness

* Knowledge of Letter Names

* Sound-symbol Correspondence

* Single Word Decoding – 

*      Real Words

* Single Word Decoding –           

Nonsense Words

* Sight Word Recognition

* Rapid Naming – letters, numbers

* Encoding = Spelling

* Listening Comprehension

* Reading Comprehension

* Oral Reading Fluency

* Handwriting/Written Expression



Use of a Universal Screener

*Identifies students who may be 
AT RISK for dyslexia and other 
reading difficulties

*Should be administered in K-2 
grades each year

*Aligned with high-quality, 
evidence-based EFFECTIVE 
reading instruction and literacy 
intervention

*Occurs in the GENERAL 
EDUCATION setting at Tier 1





* Not a substitute for remediation and targeted 
intervention using evidence-based Structured 
Literacy approaches to reading and language

Structured Literacy approaches defined as: 
Multi-sensory

Structured & Sequential
Systematic

Direct & Explicit

In the classroom…









* Text to Speech applications
* Speech to text applications
* eBooks/eTexts
* Smart Pens
* Graphic Organizers – printed or software
* Color-coded raised-lined paper
* Word prediction software
* .pdf conversion applications

Assistive Technology



Examples of Computer-Based 
Resources

* Writinga-z.com
* http://www.writinga-z.com/

* Inspiration Software
* http://www.inspiration.com/

* Natural Reader – Google Chrome Extension
* https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/natural-reader-text

-to-sp/kohfgcgbkjodfcfkcackpagifgbcmimk?hl=en
* Kami

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-extension-pdf-
and-do/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk



Programs & Services at MDUSD

1. SPIRE 
2. Sonday System
3. Lindamood-Bell Programs
4. 2 SDC classes (one elementary and one middle school) 
5. One 1:1 interventionist

Need to develop targeted, effective interventions for:
-Math
-Written Expression



Resources

CA Dyslexia Guidelines
International Dyslexia Association
IDA-NorCal
Understood.org

Dyslexia in the Classroom: What Every Teacher Should Know

The Reading League - Science of Reading ebook



~Thank you~

Kathy Futterman, Ed.D, ET/P
futtermank@mdusd.org


