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2023-2024 Grant Awards 

Celebrating 25 Years of Boosting Children’s Success in Blount County Schools! 
 

November 17, 2023 
 

The Blount County Education Foundation is pleased to announce the awarding of the 
following grants for 2023-2024.  Grants are awarded to 235 projects representing 307 
teachers, setting a new record for grants awarded!!!!!! 
 

In addition to the classroom grants awarded other projects implemented this year include:   

• The Summer Learning Program which served over 1,300 students in 2023. 

• Sponsoring the District Scholar’s Bowl, Visual Arts Exhibition, Spelling Bee, and more!! 

• Sponsoring the High School Ambassadors 

• Recognizing the Blount County Elementary and Secondary Teachers of the Year 

• Recognizing the Blount County National Board Certified Teachers 

• Supporting the Youth Leadership Development Program 

• Supporting special projects like Library Media Center Upgrades, New Teacher Grants, 
and the Theater Residency Program 

• Supporting district initiatives:  STEAM Labs, Pre-k, Career Technical Department 
Upgrades, Technology Enhancements 

• And MORE!!!! 
 

Since 1998, the Blount County Education 
Foundation has provided over $9.7 million 

through its projects to support Blount County 
students and teachers. 

 

mailto:mneel@blountboe.net
http://www.blountboe.net/


The following classroom grants are awarded for the 2023-2024 year: 
 

SIGNATURE ENDOWED GRANTS - 
$20,000 Donation to the 
Endowment Fund 

Grant 
Recipient 

First Name 

Grant 
Recipient Last 

Name 

Member 
Names if 

Collaborative 
Project Project Title School 

Kellie Bell Camp Memorial 
Signature Endowed Grant Mandi Harvey   i-Ready to Learn SES 

George M. and Edith K. Clegg 
Memorial Signature Endowed 
Grant Ben Dake   Virtual Virtuosos LFHS 

In Honor of Elmer and Glenda 
Harris Signature Endowed Grant Jessica 

Owensby, RN, 
BSN   

School-related 
Bleeding Trauma 

Preparedness AHS 

Charles Carr Memorial Signature 
Endowed Grant Whitney Green   

Rockin' our School 
Shoes:  Phonics 

Edition BES 

In Honor of Donald and Kelley 
Clegg Neal by Les and Mitchie Neel 
Signature Endowed Grant Adam NeSmith   

Mapping United 
States History SMHS 

In Honor of Cyndia Gilbreath 
Blount-Oneonta Chamber 
Volunteer of the Year by Jerry and 
Teresa Jones Signature Endowed 
Grant Kelly  Prince   

Start Strong:  
Literacy and Math 

for Youngest 
Learners BCLC 

In Honor of James E. Carr 
Signature Endowed Grant Kelly  Cornelius   

Learning the 
Language AHS 

In Memory of Diana Gonzalez by 
Hometown Bank Signature 
Endowed Grant Stacy Hammond   Be Your Best! BES   

In Memory of Ken McMillian by 
Becky McMillian Signature 
Endowed Grant Jessica Aycock   

I'm "Web Questing" 
Chromebooks! SES 

In Memory of A. Fred Boren, 
Mabrey Russell Boren, Russell F. 
Boren, Jr., and Hazel P. Boren by 
the Boren Families of Blount 
County, Alabama Signature 
Endowed Grant Stephanie Myers   

Stop, Collaborate, 
and Listen:  We are 

in need of a new 
invention HES 

In Memory of Mike Criswell by 
Family and Friends Signature 
Endowed Grant Heather Cornelius   

The Kinder 
Connection - Seating 

for Success CES 

Cleveland Elementary PTSO 
Signature Endowed Grant Lindsey Cox   

Excel in Math with 
IXL! CES 



Becky McMillian Signature 
Endowed Grants #1 and 2 Hunter Armstrong 

Ashleigh 
Crouch, Joe 

Irby 

Set APart:  Working 
Towards Advanced 
Placement Success SES 

Becky McMillian Signature 
Endowed Grants #3 Kim Calvert   

Practice Makes 
Progress SES 

Becky McMillian Signature 
Endowed Grant #4  Sarah Gonzalez   

Request for 
Classroom 

Chromebooks SES 

In Memory of Gavin Gilliland by 
Family and Friends Signature 
Endowed Grant Jordan Nelson   

Exploring the 
Human Body 

through Organ 
Dissection CHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #1 Brandy Salamone   

Emotionally Ready 
to Learn CES 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #2 Madison Hutchens   

Words that 
Empower:  A 

Journey to Inclusive 
Literacy CHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #3 Jason Bryson   

Inspiring Future 
HVAC Technicians BCCTC 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #4 Susan  Hackett   

A Touch of Progress:  
Tactile Tools for 

Academic Growth BCLC 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #5 Brooklyn Sullivan   

An Apple a Day 
Keeps 

Unemployment 
Away AHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Signature Endowed Grant #6 Darlene Driggers   A Happy Place AHS 

The Blount County Sherriff 
Department Signature Endowed 
Grant  Susan King   

Stayin Alive, Stayin 
Alive HHS 

NAMED ENDOWED GRANTS - 
$15,000 Donation to the 
Endowment Fund 

Grant 
Recipient 

First Name 

Grant 
Recipient Last 

Name 

Member 
Names if 

Collaborative 
Project Project Title School 

Bryan and Tina Corr Endowed 
Grant Casondra Edwards   

Designing the 
FUTURE HHS 

Blountsville Lions Club In Memory 
of L. L. and Avis Norman Endowed 
Grant  Shae Rowell   

The Real OG of 
Reading BES 

WCRL Radio Special Recognition 
Endowed Grant Lacey Troiani   

Right In Our 
Backyard SMES 



In Memory of Brenda Best by 
Hometown Bank Endowed Grant 
and Hometown Bank Endowed 
Grant Matt Murphree 

Larry 
Thigpen 

A Special Learner's 
Haven:  A Place of 

Belonging CHS 

Kenneth Jones Memorial Endowed 
Grant Thomas Duke   

A Sound Mind in a 
Sound Body in a 

Sound Room CHS 

Michael Long Memorial by 
Cleveland Elementary School 
Endowed Grant Taylor Sisler   Osmo Awesome CES 

In Honor of Mitchie Neel Endowed 
Grant Shelby McHan   

Learning the 
Storyteller Way SMES 

Allen and Frankie Neel Endowed 
Grant Elizabeth  Boone   Maintenance 101 PHS 

Oneonta Jaycees Endowed Grant Kim  Harbison   Connections  HPS 

In Honor of Dave C. and Doris Latta 
Ingram by Elmer and Glenda Harris 
Endowed Grant April Bishop   

R.E.A.D. -Reading 
Empowers 
Academic 

Development SES 

In Memory of Larry Woods by 
Christie Woods Endowed Grant Tracy Hallmark   

"Chrome" Me About 
It HPS 

In Honor of Les Neel by Donald, 
Kelley and Mary Elizabeth Neal 
Endowed Grant Karina Harris     

Advancing Every 
Author SMES 

In Memory of Maddi Thomas and 
Sierra Thomas by Family, Friends, 
and Cleveland Elementary School 
Endowed Grants Jodi   McCafferty 

Candace 
Cates Dynamic Duos CES 

In Memory of Bruce "Coach Mac" 
McAfee  Endowed Grant Trisha Bodine   Flex my Learning SMHS 

In Memory of Ella Mae Snead by 
Family and Friends Endowed Grant Karri Hensley, RN   

Quality Care for 
Students SMHS 

In Memory of Pablo Hernandez by 
C3RAS/Amalia and Juan Contreras 
Endowed Grant Dana Ellison   

"Head-Over-
Wheels" for 

Learning CES 

Senator Clay Scofield Legislative 
Endowed Grant Rebeka Pace   

Tiny Teams:  Hands 
On Learning through 

Small Group 
Instruction BES 

Senator Hinton Mitchem 
Legislative Endowed Grant Julie Manning   

iEngage, 
iDifferentiate, 

iAcheive HPS 

Representative Jack Biddle 
Legislative Endowed Grant Kaitlyn McAvoy   

Communication is 
Key HMS 

Representative Elwyn Thomas 
Legislative Endowed Grant Jennifer White   

Writes Gotta Write 
and Readers Gotta 

Read AHS 



DIAMOND GRANTS 
Grant Recipient 

First Name 
Grant Recipient 

Last Name 

Member Names 
if Collaborative 

Project Project Title School 

In Honor of Rodney Green by 
Alabama Guardrail Diamond Grant Brett Thrasher   

A.N.T. (Autonomous 
Navigation 

Technology) CES 

Blount Springs Chapel Foundation 
Diamond Grant Karen Sawyer   I See What You See HPS 

In Memory of Their Parents by Jeff 
and Tawanna Hallmark Diamond 
Grant Joanna  McCay   

Keep Excelling with 
IXL! LFES 

In Memory of Their Parents by Jeff 
and Tawanna Hallmark Diamond 
Grant Riley Lyles   

Bringing Biotech to 
the Classroom SES 

Hometown Bank Diamond Grant Annette  Protz   
Reading All the 

Way...From A to Z CES 

Kenworth of Birmingham Diamond 
Grant Belinda McCay   

S.P.I.R.E. TO BE THE 
BEST!! LFES 

McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #1 Allison Hill   

A "SPIRE" to BE a 
Fluent Reader AHS 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #2 Jennifer Heptinstall   

Brushstrokes of 
Knowledge:  Art-

infused Reading for 
Success BES 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #3 Lori Bush   

Sublimation Station:  
Building Skills and 

Confidence BCLC 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #4 Michelle Frye   

"Viewing" Education 
in HD HES 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #5 Charles Hallman   

Productive Screen 
Time LFHS 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #6 James Lynn King   

Middle School 
Science?  Inquiring 

Minds Want to 
Know SES 

 McKinley Wiggins and Scott 
Tidwell Diamond Grant #7 Holley Christian   

Picture This!  
Capturing Photos 

with Canon SMHS 

Becky McMillian Diamond Grant Kelsey  Byrd   

I'm ready for "i-
ready" compatible 

Chromebooks SES 

In Memory of Jean Gilliland by 
Spring Valley Beach Diamond 
Grant Amanda Darnell   iPad for Osmo PHS 

The Blount Countian Diamond 
Grant Jada Tolbert   

Breaking the Code: 
A Decodable Library 

for the Primary 
Classroom SMES 



In Honor of Jim Carr by Peoples 
Bank Diamond Grant Paige Latta   

Our Students a-
SPIRE to do great 

things AHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 1 Emilee Nelson   

Invest in Inclusivity-
Flexible Seating CES 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 2 Caleb Salamone   ACT Fast CHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 3 Jennifer Chambers   Under Pressure BCCTC 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 4 Katlyn Standridge   The Game of Life BCLC 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 5 Bethany Mooneyham   On the Outside CHS 

In Memory of William A. and 
Gladys Rebecca Foust Sylvester 
Diamond Grant # 6 

Brad Deaver   

Critically Comedic 
Citizenship:  

Navigating the Social 
Media Circus in 

American Politics 
through the Lens of 
Satire and Political 

Cartoons 

LFHS 

SIGNATURE GRANTS  
Grant Recipient 

First Name 
Grant Recipient 

Last Name 

Member Names 
if Collaborative 

Project Project Title School 

In Honor of All Directors who have 
served in the 25 Years of BCEF by 
Les and Mitchie Neel Signature 
Grant Emma Reid   

Excel in Reading 
with IXL! CES 

Alabama Carriers Signature Grant Kendall Roberts    

Reading in Rhyme:  
Novels in Verse for 

Middle School LFHS 

Rusty and Tamra Doty Alldredge, 
Cully and Renee Doty, Gary and 
Dale Whited, Andrew and Natalie 
Green Signature Grant Pamela Lamon   

Talk Loud, Clear, and 
Proud CES 

Allison Agency Signature Grant #1 Kenny Clay   

Science - Taking One 
More Step for Our 

Students SMES 

Allison Agency Signature Grant #2 Windy Jennings   
Rocking Reading in 
the Resource Room SMHS 

Appalachian High School 
Ambassadors Named Grant Carol Cardwell   Diggin' Up Bones AHS 



ARC Welding Signature Grant #1 Teresa  Latham, RN   
The Calm After a 

Storm LFES 

ARC Welding Signature Grant #2 Tara Cofield   
A Good Book Hits 

the Plot CES 

Blount County Commission 
Signature Grant #1 Meagan Jones   

Cool, Calm, and 
Collected CES 

Blount County Commission 
Signature Grant #2 Deborah Roper   Taco vs. Burrito BES 

Blount County Commission 
Signature Grant #3 Julie Seidel   

iReady for 
Personalized Small 

Groups SES 

Blount County Commission 
Signature Grant #4 Kirk Smith   Dressing for Success SMHS 

Blount County Commission 
Signature Grant #5 with In 
Memory of Herbert and Patsy 
Spitzer by Jeff and Tawanna 
Hallmark Brooke  Blakney 

April Ingram, 
Gretchen 

Kelley 
Going for the 

Chrome HPS 

Blount County Education 
Association Signature Grant Sheila Turner   

Let's Go with 
SPHERO AHS 

Blount County Homebuilders 
Association Signature Grant #1 Trent  Faulkner   

Building for the 
Future AHS 

Blount County Homebuilders 
Association Signature Grant #2 Bart Ellis    

Forensics, My Dear 
Watson PHS 

In Memory of Frank Carr by 
Blountsville Elementary Signature 
Grants #1 and 2 Justina Dorning 

Wendy 
Fulenwider, 

Christy 
Willingham 

Connecting Reading 
Through Science 

and Social Studies BES 

Busy Bee Foodmart Signature 
Grant Ashley Fallin   

Real World Math 
Connections! SES 

In Honor of Mildred Moore 
Alexander by Lee Alexander and 
Charlie B's Signature Grant Ashley Lawrence   

Helping Students 
Brew Success AHS 

CJD Welding, LLC Signature Grant Heather Washburn   Target Practice BCLC 

Cadence Bank Signature Grant and 
Tire Tech Signature Grant Jaime Maddox 

Anna 
Atkinson, 

Amber Fore 
Green Acres is the 

Place to Be AHS 

In Memory of Conway and Ann 
Cleveland by the Cleveland Family 
Signature Grant Janice Stewart   

Diverse Literacy 
Initiative LFHS 



Town of Cleveland Signature Grant 
#1 Jodi Martin Hudson   

Excel in Science with 
IXL! CES 

Town of Cleveland Signature Grant 
#2 Joey Kirby   Win-Win Situation BCCTC 

Town of Cleveland Signature Grant 
#3 Melissa  Coleman   Calm Cozy Getaway BCLC 

Town of Cleveland Signature Grant 
#4 Tyler Thompson   

Something's Fishy:  
Is it My Classroom? CHS 

Dr. Philip and Trina Cleveland 
Signature Grant Katrina Jennings   

Seating Solutions for 
Computing Success:  

A Grant for New 
Computer Science 

Chairs SMHS 

Comfort Systems USA Signature 
Grant #1 Angie Armstrong   

Taking Reading into 
Your Own Hands LFES 

Comfort Systems USA Signature 
Grant #2 Renae Self   

I Like Big Books, and 
I cannot lie! SES 

Consolidated Pipe and Supply 
Company Signature Grant #1 Denise McMullin   

Bright Boards for 
Bright Minds Grant LFHS 

Consolidated Pipe and Supply 
Company Signature Grant #2 Tyler Cole   

Empowering 
Students Through 
Entrepreneurship SES 

Courtesy Buick GMC Signature 
Grant Melanie Ganus   

Lights, Camera, 
Action! BES 

Hancock Construction Signature 
Grant #1 Grindl Weldon   

Harmonize, Create, 
& Innovate:  The 

Library Music Oasis LFHS 

Hancock Construction Signature 
Grant #2 Elizabeth  Ikard Kelly Miller 

Animal Dissection to 
Make a Human 

Connection SMHS 

Hayden Middle School Signature 
Grant #1 Wendy Roddy   Read to Succeed! HMS 

Hayden Middle School Signature 
Grant #2 Britney Cronin   Math Center Mania HMS 

In Memory of Renee Dailey by 
Friends Signature Grant Beth   Kovash   

If You Offer it, They 
Will Read! HMS 

Donnie Hooper Metal Building 
Service Signature Grant Hayden Glaze   

Making Sense with 
Multi-Sensory CES 

Equipment Logistics Signature 
Grant with Tortirigi Construction 
Grant #1 Drew Rogers 

Will Glaze, 
Brandee 
Harrison Changing the Game CHS 

In Memory of Jerry Faulkner by 
Robin  Faulkner Signature Grant Crystal Evans   Math Stacks Up! LFES 



In Honor of Philip Hazelrig by Jeff 
and Tawanna Hallmark Signature 
Grant Jack Thomason   Let's get GROWING! CES 

Hayden Healthmart Pharmacy 
Signature Grant and In Honor of 
Ken Benton by Hayden High 
Ambassadors Signature Grant Bethany Manoske 

Angie 
McCrackin, 

Kelly Morton The Lab SIT-uation HHS 

In Memory of Jeff Hill by Allison 
Hill Signature Grant Brittney Ingram   

Making Meaningful 
Literacy Centers AHS 

Hooper & Chandler Steel Erectors 
Signature Grants #1 and #2 Kim  Hargett 

Savannah 
Farley, David 

Putnal 

iTeach Special 
Minds:  They are the 

Apple of My Eye HHS 

Hulsey Mobile Home Services 
Signature Grant Hali Burton   

We 'apple-solutely' 
love technology in 

our classroom! CES 

In Honor of Donnie Breaseale by 
Lathan and Associates Architects 
Signature Grants #1 & #2 Kindra Wood  

Victoria 
Miles, Jarrod 
Smitherman 

Bringing in the 
Harvest PHS 

In Honor of Donnie Breaseale by 
Lathan and Associates Architects 
Signature Grant #3 Amy  Hayes   Listen Up! CES 

In Honor of Donnie Breaseale by 
Lathan and Associates Architects 
Signature Grant #4 Shaynon McGahee   

The Power of 
Manipulating 

Geometry PHS 

In Honor of Donnie Breaseale by 
Lathan and Associates Architects 
Signature Grant #5 Lindsay Waid McIlroy   

In Our Collaboration 
Era HES 

D.C. and Doris Latta Ingram 
Signature Grant Ashton Bollen   

Empowering Inclusion 
and Engagement:  
Whiteboards for 

Special Education 
Success LFHS 

Johnny and Linda Johnson 
Signature Grant Karen Hazelrig   

We Feel the 
Need...The Need to 

READ! CES 

In Memory of Michael Long by 
Lemley Funeral Home Signature 
Grant Cheryl  Richards   Ask the Experts! CES 

Living Water Services Signature 
Grant Tracy  Marsh   Get Techie With It HPS 

Locust Fork Elementary School 
PTSO Signature Grant #1 Andrea Horn   

The Dog Ate My 
Library Book LFES 

Locust Fork Elementary School 
PTSO Signature Grant #2 Sonya Humber   

There's a Word for 
That! LFES 

Locust Fork High School 
Ambassadors Signature Grant Christian Cowart   

Taking Flight with 
Music:  Elevating the 

Marching Band 
Experience LFHS 



Lulu's BBQ/Adam and Angela 
Smitherman Signature Grant Meagan Dake   

Empowering and 
Restoring Dreams 

Through Music LFHS 

In Honor of the Special Education 
Department by Dr. Ramzi Malek 
Signature Grant Dawn Gamble   

Write on the 
Table??  Say What?? AHS 

Becky McMillian Signature Grant 
#1 Missy Presley   

Nature's Classroom:  
Cultivating 

Knowledge in the 
Great Outdoors SES 

Becky McMillian Signature Grant 
#2 Matthew Levan   

Digital Harmony:  
Visual Technology 

for Music SES 

Montgomery Transport Signature 
Grant #1 Thomas Smitherman   

Unlocking Success:  
A Summer Reading 
Program for College 

and Career 
Readiness LFHS 

Montgomery Transport Signature 
Grant #2 Steven  Love   

Every chair should 
be a throne and 

hold a king BCLC 

Jim Murphree Insurance Signature 
Grant Abby Thomason   

Plant A Seed And 
Watch It Grow! CES 

In Memory of Renae Narrell by 
Brian and Whitney Narrell 
Signature Grant Abbie Green   

Learn a Ton, 
Reading is Fun! CES 

In Honor of Mitchie and Les Neel 
and their work with BCEF for 25 
years by Don and Kelley Clegg 
Neal, Mary Elizabeth Neal, Lindsay 
and Polly Dawson Signature Grant Melia  Faulkner   

An EXCEPTIONAL 
Learning Experience HPS 

Oneonta Discount Building Supply 
Signature Grant Nancy Caffee   

Write on, and Stick 
to it! AHS 

In Memory of Former PHS 
Teachers Signature Grant Brittany Copeland   Top Ten for the Win PHS 

P & S Transportation Signature 
Grant #1 Alex Cole Abbey Bice Igniting Madness SES 

P & S Transportation Signature 
Grant #2 Paige Moore Tracy Bryson In the Beginning BCLC 

Dr. Rhonda Poling Signature Grant Patricia Smith     Just Press Start SES 

Posten Overhead Doors Signature 
Grant Vonda  Littleton, RN   

Being Prepared for 
the Worst LFHS 

Regions Bank Signature Grant TJ Rock   Just A JennSwingin' HPS 



River Bend Cattle Farm Signature 
Grant Megan Newman   Read with Me CES 

Cande and Hoyt Sanders "Go 
Hornets" Signature Grant Laura Tolbert   

Pursing Poetry with 
a Purpose LFHS 

Alex Smith Signature Grant Amanda 
Faulkner-

Barrett   Cultivating Creativity HHS 

Scott and Jennifer Smith 
Foundation Signature  Grant #1 Yvette Chambers   

Let's get Reading 
down to a Science LFES 

Scott and Jennifer Smith 
Foundation Signature  Grant #2 Rhianna Redding   Books for Resilience LFHS 

Snead Funeral Home Signature 
Grant Olivia Henry   

Come to Your 
Senses SMES 

Town of Snead Signature Grant #1 Jill Mann    Soft Start Your Day SMES 

Town of Snead Signature Grant #2 Natasha Smallwood   
Lifting Benefits our 

Health SMHS 

Leonard and Carroll Sparks 
Signature Grant Kelly  Winnett   

Oh Gee!  I Need 
More OG! HPS 

Larry and Karon Stone Signature 
Grant #1 Sara Williss   

Spark the Love of 
Reading SMES 

Larry and Karon Stone Signature 
Grant  #2 Skylar McHan   

Play Like a Pro with 
iPad Pro - 

Developing tone 
quality and 

characteristic sound 
using an iPad Pro in 
the music classroom SMHS 

Tennessee Valley Metals, Inc. 
Signature Grants #1 and #2 Amelia McHan 

Erin 
Roberson, 
Brittany 

Strickland 

OH LOOK!  WHAT A 
GLORIOUS 
MORNING! SES 

Tire Tech Signature Grant #1 Denise Lybrand   
Come on Over to My 

Pad! PDC 

Tonka Supply Signature Grant Amy Daniel   

Elevating Scores 
with Elevated 

Seating CHS 

Tortorigi Construction Signature 
Grant #2 April Hudson   

One Stop for Read 
Alouds SES 

Traditions Bank Signature Grant Jordan Horton   
Assessing "CELF" 
Language Skills HES 

Vulcan Tire & Automotive 
Signature Grant Kathy  Gilliland   Read "MO' Books CES 

In Memory of Joyce Waid by Her 
Family Signature Grant Tabitha Guthrie   

A New "View" on 
Teaching HES 

West Blount Chamber Signature 
Grant #1 Aja Ralph   

Feature the 
Creatures HES 

West Blount Chamber Signature 
Grant #2 Bethany Eddy   iCODEcanYOU HMS 



West Blount Chamber Signature 
Grant #3 Katlin Welborn   

Little Books + Little 
Minds = Big Success! HPS 

West Blount Chamber Signature 
Grant #4 Sharon Cox   

ACT Strategies = 
Success HHS 

Williams Bobcat Signature Grant 
#1 Brittney Hood   

Interactive Learning 
with Osmo:  Fueling 

Kindergarten 
Achievement HPS 

Williford-Orman Construction 
Signature Grant Roy Michael Johnson   

Wheeling for the 
WIN! CES 

In Memory of Elaine Womack by 
Friends Signature Grant  Susan  Marks   

Play to Learn in Pre-
K CES 

In Memory of Larry Woods by 
Christie Woods Signature Grant 
with Williams Bobcat Signature 
Grant #2 Randy Faulkner 

Van 
Alldredge, 
Paul Kirby Carve it Up BCCTC 

NAMED GRANTS 
Grant Recipient 

First Name 
Grant Recipient 

Last Name 

Member Names 
if Collaborative 

Project Project Title School 

Allman Farms & Orchards Named 
Grant with Appalachian High PTSO 
Eagles Grant and Booster Club 
Named Grants Brandon Johnson 

Neal 
Whittington, 

Johnathan 
Beard 

Weighing In On 
Today's Youth AHS 

In Memory of Debra Nolen by 
Appalachian High School and 
Friends Collaborative Grant Brent Patterson 

John Cade 
Robertson, 

Curtis 
Atkinson 

Improving Physical 
Education One 

Action At A Time AHS 

In Memory of Debra Nolen by 
Amazing Grace Craft 
Boutique/Reagan Murphree Amy Gilland   The Equalizer AHS 

Gregg and Angie Armstrong 
Named Grant Amy  Williamson   

Multi-Sensory 
Explosion LFES 

Auxiliary Power Systems, Inc 
Named Grant with Ship OGRE #2 Brett Andrews Kevin Bryd Do More, Be More SES 

BCBOE  Members- Chris Latta, 
Jackie Sivley, Ken Benton, Daniel 
Smith, and Philip Cleveland - 
Named Grant with Cowboy 
Transport Jeremy Pilkington 
Named Grant Kaley Hollingsworth Drew Faile Capturing Dreams BCCTC 

Blount-Oneonta Chamber of 
Commerce Named Grant with the 
Blount County Economic 
Development Council Named 
Grant Heather Nanney John Ganus Picture This!    BCCTC 



Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #1 Caleb Miles   

Training Today for 
Strength Tomorrow PHS 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grants #2 and #3 Dewey Lewis Keith Moore 

Basketball for the 
WIN! SES 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #4 Cortnie Beasley   

STOP THE BLEED, 
SAVE A LIFE SES 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #5 Anna Nesbitt, RN   

Life with an Artificial 
Pancreas HPS 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #6 Kim  Tripp, MSN, RN   Stop The Bleed BES 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #7   Kelsey  Birdyshaw, RN   I Wish iHad an iPad CES 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #8 Barbara Robertson   

I DECLARE, it's 
Better to PREPARE!! CO 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #9 Kimberly Battles, RN   Minutes Count SMES 

Blount County Health Care 
Authority Named Grant #10 Dusty Dean   

Pumped for P.E. in 
2023 AHS 

Blount County Farmers 
Cooperative Named Grant with 
Mike and Pam Hazelrig Named 
Grant with Town of Rosa Named 
Grant #2 Don Camp 

Trevor Yates, 
Andy 

McKinney A Seat at the Table CHS 

Blount Springs Chapel Foundation 
Collaborative Grant Mary Grace Hicks 

Parker 
Nelson, 

Audrianna 
Collar Soften the Blow HMS 

Town of Blountsville Named Grant 
#1 Tracy Johnson   

Partnering up for 
Literacy BES 

Town of Blountsville Named Grant 
#2 and In Memory of Brenda 
Pinyan James by Tim and Sheila 
Gargus Named Grant Kyle Reeves 

Kenny 
Mullins Calculate The Future PHS 

In Honor of Becky Brothers-
McGowan and Bitsy Brothers 
Fendley by Martha Brothers 
Named Grant Reagan Tolbert   VEX Go AHS 

In Honor of Donnie Breaseale by 
Brunson, Barnett & Sherrer Named 
Grant with Blount Springs Chapel 
Foundation Collaborative Grant Jennifer Arrington 

Shari Brown, 
Amanda 
McHan VEXing Up STEAM PHS 

In Memory of Neil Campbell by 
Family and Friends Named Grants 
#1 and #2 Jill Dowd Keith Miller 

EmpowerED:  A 
Chromebook Grant 

for Exceptional 
Learners HHS 



In Memory of Neil Campbell by 
Family and Friends Named Grant 
#3 Nicole Woody   

The World at Your 
Fingertips! HPS 

In Memory of Frank Carr by 
Martha Carr Named Grant Kirsten  Miller   

Project R.E.A.D. - 
Reading, Engaging, 

and Developing BES 

Carr, Riggs, & Ingram, LLC Named 
Grant Melissa Cosper   

Successful Seating 
for Young Scholars AHS 

Cleveland Pharmacy Named Grant Marlana Matthews   
If You Build It They 

Will Play CES 

In Memory of Jim McKee, Founder 
of Alabama Guardrail, by Wes and 
Lonna Dillard Named Grant Constance  Henley   Literature to Love HMS 

Eagle Custom Gate and Fence 
Company Named Grant #1 Jill Musgrove, RN   

Communicating 
Without Words HPS 

Eagle Custom Gate and Fence 
Company Named Grant #2 Susan  Parker   

S.O. S. Sources of 
Strength HHS 

Faulkner Turf Management Named 
Grant Abby Posey   

Stop!  Reading 
Time! CES 

Golf Carts Unlimited Named Grant 
with In Memory of Her 
Grandparents by Elizabeth 
Hallmark with Senator Shay 
Shelnutt #4 Wayne Howse 

Peggy Harris, 
Morgan 
Sargent 

Bow to Go:  Archery 
Team's Trailer 

Triumph LFHS 

Go Net Speed Named Grant with 
TPC of Alabama Named Grant with 
Tim Hallmark Named Grant Natasha Chadwick 

Elizabeth 
Garnett, 

Dana 
Hawkins It Pays to Play SMES 

Hamm Cabinet Named Grant Stacey McHan   Stars Over Alabama PHS 

Hayden Elementary Named Grants 
#1, #2, and #3 Tami Bamberry 

Alysa Davis, 
Mallory Nix 

Books, Books, and 
More Books HES 

Town of Hayden Named Grants #1, 
#2, and #3 Debra Adams 

Jennifer 
Skinner, 
Tammy 

McReath VR = Very Riveting HPS 

Town of Hayden Named Grant #4  Jamie Hight   Code the Future HES 

Town of Hayden Named Grants #5 
and #6 Bailey Cochran Taylor Love 

A "View" into the 
Future of Education HES 

Town of Hayden Named Grants #7, 
#8, and #9 Kimberly Carter 

Michael 
Gunter, 

Elizabeth 
Conn Project Alpha HMS 

Town of Hayden Named Grants 
#10, #11, and #12 Jonathon Steinman 

Emily Smith, 
Tiffany 
Wiggins 

Maintain to 
Entertain HHS 



Town of Hayden Named Grant #13  Jennifer  Harbison   

Dyslexia:  Small 
Groups, Sensory 
Resources, and 

Success HMS 

Karen and Phil Hazelrig Named 
Grant Sydney Bailey   

Tiny Scribes:  
Fostering 

Kindergarten 
Creativity Through 

Writing CES 

Doug and ShaRonda Holmes 
Named Grant with Senator Clay 
Scofield Named Grants #1 and 2 Brittany  Sanders 

Heather 
Banks, Ben 

Jennings 

Calculation is Key:  
Using Calculators on 

Classroom 
Assignments and 

Standardized 
Testing SMHS 

Hornsby Steel Named Grant Kris Tanner   Math Gamers CES 

Jack's Family Restaurants of Blount 
County Named Grant Magan Trammell   

 
Print, Shred, Repeat! 

PHS 

K & D Farms Named Grant and the 
Jim and Linda Henderson Named 
Grant Christen Reno Kacie Cassidy 

Where Math, 
Science, and 

Creativity Meet! AHS 

In Memory of Betty Tawbush Love 
by Chris and Shannon Lakey 
Named Grant with In Memory of 
David Cornelius by Cornerstone 
Home Designs with Synergy 
Specialty Construction Named 
Grant Casey Payne 

Brannon 
Smith, 

Rebecca 
Maniscalco 

Furnishing the 
Future CHS 

In Memory of Mary Margaret 
"Dixie" Whitley by Amy Lewis 
Gibbs and Laura Ellen Lewis Kouba 
Named Grant Tina Cherry   

SNAP To IT!  
Growing Engineers 
and Coding Experts BES 

Town of Locust Fork Named Grant 
#1 Abby Alexander   Help Me Bloom! LFES 

Town of Locust Fork Named Grant 
#2 Amanda McGowan   

Making Math 
Matter LFES 

Town of Locust Fork Named 
Grants #3 and #4 Cheryl  Kelley 

Susan 
Honeycutt 

Show Me the Proof 
in a Graph! LFHS 

Stephanie Myers Named Grant Ashley Carr, RN BSN   Shading Our Future HES 

Nash and Associates/Libby Nash 
and Sherri Mitchell Named Grant 
with In Honor of Summer Camp 
Staff by Kelley Clegg Neal and 
Mitchie Clegg Neel with Senator 
Shay Shelnutt #2 Kali Payne 

Charity 
Cleveland, 
Jonathan 
Cleveland iCan with iPads AHS 



Town of Rosa Named Grant #1 Brandon Cornwell   Break Out of the Box CES 

Town of Rosa  Named Grant #3 Sarah Wagner   Welcome to my iPad BCLC 

Brandy and Caleb Salamone 
Named Grant with Criswell and 
Bell Accounting Services Named 
Grant Emily Speakman Chris Creel Teacher Tech CHS 

Senator Clay Scofield Named Grant 
#3 and Ship OGRE Named Grant #1 Taylor Cole Cheri Miller 

Decoding Multi-
Sensory Learning BES 

Representative Randall Shedd 
Named Grant #1 and Senator Shay 
Shelnutt Grant #1 Joshua Young 

John 
Chaperon Dough for Robo CHS 

Representative Randall Shedd 
Named Grant #3 Tyler Esson   

Classroom 
Calculators - Math PHS 

Representative Randall Shedd 
Named Grant #4 Jennifer Meeks   

On Our Way to 
Reading CES 

Senator Shay Shelnutt Named 
Grant #3  Lonna Dillard   

Enjoy the Little 
Things in Life...At 
Least Viewing the 

Little Things HMS 

Ship OGRE Named Grant #3  Jon   Harrison   Balling with Bocce LFHS 

Ship OGRE Named Grant #4 with 
Terry Sligh Automotive Named 
Grant Carmen Phillips 

Hailey 
Corbin 

Becoming a 
Chameleon!! SMES 

Brannon Smith Named Grant Melissa McDowell, RN   
Big Wheel Keep on 

Turning CHS 

Southern Grown Farms and Farm 
Charm Sisters with Dali Jade and 
Chandler Green Named Grant with 
Representative David Standridge 
Named Grant #4 with Ren Heartsill 
Named Grant Rebecca Faulkner 

Lori Albright, 
Wes 

McKinney 

I I I (Innovative I-Pad 
Interventions) with 

I-Ready AHS 

Representative David Standridge 
Named Grant #1 Kaitlin Mashburn   Swing Away! BCLC 

Representative David Standridge 
Named Grant #2 with Stewart 
Supply Named Grant with Hayden 
Primary PTO Named Grant Jennifer Craiger 

Katie Burns, 
Baleigh 

Williams 
We're Ready for 

iReady! HPS 

Representative David Standridge 
Named Grant #3 Cynthia  Cornelius   

Learning Through 
Sensory Play SMES 



Welcome to Blount County New 
Teacher Grant Daniela Mejia   

Libraries Enhancing 
Little Brains SMES 

In Memory of Kylie Wilson by 
Family and Friends Named Grant 
with Snead Equipment Sales 
Named Grant and Service with 
Birmingham Coca-Cola Named 
Grant Christopher Totherow 

Farrell 
Walker, 
Jeremy 

Holloway Calculating Success SMHS 

In Honor of Jim and Brenda Carr by 
Amy Williamson Named Grant  Melissa Moore   

Mastering 1st with 
our Senses LFES 

 



Summary Information: 
 

A total of 251 grant applications, 197 individual and 54 
collaborative, representing 340 teachers were submitted.   
 

Applications were scored without the name of the applicant 
or school provided to the judges.  A total of 235 grant 
projects, representing 307 teachers were funded, which is 
the largest number ever in the history of the BCEF Classroom 
Grant Program breaking every record we had!!! 

 

The following chart shows the applications received by school and project/teachers funded: 
 

School Total # of 

Applications 

Submitted 

# of Individual 

Applications 

Submitted 

# of Collaborative 

Applications Submitted 

(Represents 2 to 3 

teachers) 

Projects 

Funded 

Number of 

Teachers in 

Awarded Projects 

AHS 29 18 11 24 35 

BES 13 11 2 13 16 

CES 33 32 1 33 34 

CHS 14 8 6 14 23 

HPS 16 13 3 16 22 

HES 10 8 2 10 13 

HMS 12 10 2 10 14 

HHS 10 9 1 9 16 

JBPHS 13 10 3 12 17 

LFE 13 13 0 12 12 

LFHS 17 15 2 17 20 

SEHS 22 17 5 22 29 

SME 16 13 3 13 16 

SMH 15 9 6 12 17 

Career Tech 

Center 

6 3 3 6 10 

Learning 

Center 

10 9 1 10 11 

PD Center 1 1 0 1 1 

Alternative 

School 

0 0 0 0 0 

CO Health 

Services 

1 1 0 1 1 

TOTAL 251 200 51 235 307 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The total support provided by the Blount County Education 
Foundation to Blount County Schools is now: 

 

$9,724,872.53 
 
 

Thank you to ALL who support  
BCEF and help make this possible!!! 

 
Happy 25th Anniversary, BCEF!!! 

 
 

The mission of the Blount County Education Foundation 
 is to promote academic excellence in Blount County Schools. 


