Changes in Kentucky School Testing System

This year has seen many changes in the Kentucky School
Testing System and the school and district report cards. Senate
Bill 1(SB1), enacted in the 2009 Kentucky General Assembly,
outlines numerous changes to Kentucky's assessment and
accountability program. SB1 creates a three-year interim period
(2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11) and a new state assessment
program beginning in 2012. The interim period allows Kentucky
time to develop the new assessment system while maintaining
components necessary for federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
reporting.

SB1 suspended the former state assessment and accountability
program with its focus on the accountability index and individual
growth charts. All public schools in Kentucky, both Title | and
Non-Title I, are held accountable for student performance
through Adequate Yearly Progress status included in No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) reports. Assistance to schools that do not
meet AYP will be delivered using the Kentucky Department of
Education’s  Assistance and Support School Improvement
Success Team (ASSIST) model. ASSIST teams shall have
local district staff collaborating with Kentucky Department of
Education staff and other educational partners to support school
improvement.

This report card reflects the changes to the system during the
interim period. The familiar narratives and most of the data
reported in previous years are unchanged. However, the growth
chart and the data table supporting it are gone, as well as, data
from assessments of writing portfolios, arts and humanities and
practical living/vocational studies. These assessments changed
from state-required to local-option in spring 2009. All academic
indices are gone. Little has been added in the interim, but you
will see the state results for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) as required by law.
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Dear Parents/Guardians: This report card for the

2008-2009 school year contains important information
about our school, including the details about our
academic performance, teacher qualifications, learning

environment, and more. For a more detailed look at our
school, please go to http://www.education.ky.gov and
select School Report Cards on the blue navigation bar to
the left of the homepage.

About Our School: N.B.E.S. is a rural school which
serves a student population of approximately 370
Preschool through Fifth Grade students in a modern and
attractive new building. Preschool classes offer both
enriching and  specially-designed  instruction  for
qualifying three and four-year-old children. The Younger
Primary's five classes provide a foundation of
developmentally-appropriate experiences for
Kindergarten and First Grade age students. The five
classes in the Older Primary unit collaborate to meet
students' needs as they continue building vital reading,
writing, mathematics and content-area instruction. Six
Intermediate  classes are partially departmentalized.
Teacher specialists provide instruction in music, art,
physical education, library, special education, guidance
and speech.

How We Ensure Educational Equity: North Butler
Elementary offers a school-wide Title 1 program,
Extended School Services, Special Education, Speech,
Preschool and Family Resource Center services in order
to provide an equitable education for all students. The
school designs activities which will expand quality
educational  opportunities for every child. The
administration seeks to ensure that all students will
achieve at high levels regardless of race, gender,
socio-economic status or disability.



How We Are Doing

Kentucky's Interim School Testing and Accountability System has three parts: the Kentucky Core Content Tests (KCCT); readiness tests by grade level; and other measures of a school's
performance, including attendance, retention and dropout rates. This interim system will be replaced in the 2011-12 school year by a new testing and accountability system structured as
required by statute. The goal is that, by 2014, nearly all students will score proficient or distinguished in every subject area tested.

Kentucky Core Content

Tests: Kentucky’s tests rate
student performance as either Novice,
Apprentice, Proficient, or
Distinguished. These categories
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Other Measures: The third component of
the Kentucky Testing System is our school's
performance in attendance, retention*, dropout rate,
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tables reflect our performance during the 2007-2008
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* The percent of students who had to repeat the grade. State 94.2% 2.6%

NAEP: The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is
also known as "the Nation's Report Card". NAEP has been conducting
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assessments since 1969 and is the only national assessment of what Reading 32% | 35% 259 8% Reading 520, 5404
"America's students know and can do" in various subject areas. NAEP does ° ° ° ° 0 0
not report scores for individual students or schools. NAEP bases its results Mathematics 21% | 49% 27% 39, Mathematics 42% 65%
on a sample of students and provides data at the state and national level.




School Safety: Here is what we
are doing to make our school safe
for our students.

Procedures in Place In Our
School for Drug and Weapons

Detection:
Student backpacks are required to be clear or mesh so that the contents are visible to school

personnel.

All exterior doors are locked.

Our Learning Environment
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Office personnel identify visitors before unlocking the front

door for their entry. All persons entering the school must walk through the office before gaining

access to any student-occupied areas.
on the exterior campus.

Security cameras record activity both inside the school and
A hand-held metal detector can be used to detect weapon possession.

School safety surveys of staff, students and parents report no drug or weapon possession.

Student Resources
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Our School $7,428

$10,305
$10,301
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15.0:1 3.8:1

16.0:1

State

2.8:1

How We Use Technology To Teach:
Every classroom at N.B.E.S. is equipped with a Dell Interwrite board and document camera, which

offer the most current use of

interactive instructional technology. Wireless Internet access is

available throughout the building. Students may use the Internet for research and instruction under
the restrictions of filtering software and adult supervision. Students use Math Whizz, Earobics and

Study

Island

to reinforce classroom instruction. Classes use United Streaming and other

information-on-demand programs.
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Teacher Qualifications
The preparation and experience of our teachers also is important
to our success. These numbers do not include administrators,
guidance counselors, or library media specialists. Upon request,

our district will provide information about the qualifications of your
child's teachers and teachers' aides.
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Average Years of Teaching Experience 9.9 12.0 11.7
Number of Teachers certified by the National Board 0 7 1506
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30.7% | 53.8% | 15.3% | 0.0% 0.0% 100%




Other Important Information About Our School

State Contest Results: Governor's Cup Academic Team Future Problem Solving 2009 District Champions; Student Technology Leadership Program competitive
projects; Student art awards at the Kentucky State Fair

Extracurricular Activities: Governor's Cup Academic Team; Student Technology Leadership Program; Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts; Gymnastics; Jr. Pro.
basketball and football; Community Education classes; P.T.O. sponsored events

Awards & Recognitions: Governor's Cup Future Problem Solving 2009 District Champions; Grandparent Essay awards; Jim Claypool Conservation Art awards;
Artsonia online gallery of student work; Target Field Trip Grant award for Kentucky Museum trip; Kentucky Arts Council Grant award for Appalachian music and dance;
Kentucky Arts Educator Association grant for puppetry; a Commonwealth of Kentucky Energy Star School

What We Are Doing To Improve: Faculty members analyzed school data and worked with the school council to develop a plan for increased student success.
New instructional technology programs (Math Whizz, Earobics, Study Island) are used to provide more skill concept practice and immediate feedback to students.
Tutoring is provided to students both during the school day, before and after school as needed. Teachers use effective instructional strategies gained through
professional development.

Kentucky Core Content Testing by Sub-groups: This chart shows the average test scores for student sub-populations in For Further Information: To locate further
our school. P + D % is Proficient and Distinguished percent. Scores of groups of ten or fewer students are not reported. data concerning this school and the district,
please go to the Kentucky Department of

Student Reading Mathematics Science Education homepage at
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Our school does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, relegion, sex, age, or disability in employment or provision of services.




