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Parents and Students:
The Edison Middle School Summer Literacy Challenge offers students the opportunity to expand their learning through books 
and a variety of media platforms.  

All students in Grades 6-8* are expected to  read at least TWO books of their choice.   There will be NO assignments or 
assessments.  We want students to read solely for pleasure.   When students return to school in September, they will share 
some of their favorite titles and takeaways with their peers.  (*Students in Grade 8 Accelerated have a different reading 
assignment- see below.) 

We know that students may want or need additional challenges over the summer.  Therefore, we have provided several 
options to explore.  However, no challenge goes unrewarded!   

For every challenge students choose to tackle and master, they will complete a form in order to enter into their school’s raffle.  
In September, we will pull winners from each school to receive prizes.

*Please note:  Students in Grade 8 Accelerated must read The Outsiders and complete a separate assignment from the one 
listed above(See Slide 3 ).  However, they may also choose to complete the additional challenges.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Lisa Dunn, MS English Supervisor, via gmail:  
lisa.dunn@edison.k12.nj.us

                                                                     Happy Reading!

mailto:lisa.dunn@edison.k12.nj.us


Grade 8 Accelerated Assignment  (Click on either link to access the texts, organizer, and 
assignment)

You are required to read The Outsiders (S.E. Hinton), “Nothing Gold Can Stay” (Robert Frost), and ONE 
nonfiction article as your summer reading requirement.  In September, you and your class will examine 
specific language, literary techniques and devices, and quotations related to the thematic topics.  You are 
expected to be familiar with the details of all the texts on the first day of instruction and to come prepared 
with your Double-Entry Journal for the novel and annotations from the poem and article.  

Consider the following essential questions while you read The Outsiders, “Nothing Gold Can 
Stay,” and your chosen nonfiction article:

● What is social justice?
● How do we form our personal identities?
● What do we learn about ourselves through hardship?
● How do our choices impact us and those around us? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14qvI7pmTsnWn8oMbXvoYFFwSxFafxGzUn7ziziaT3rU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14qvI7pmTsnWn8oMbXvoYFFwSxFafxGzUn7ziziaT3rU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14qvI7pmTsnWn8oMbXvoYFFwSxFafxGzUn7ziziaT3rU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hsu1qINd5kXO6uV5c7vbGfiXZXF807TAWtpsmEUse9I/copy




Summer Literacy Goal for ALL* Students:

Select and read TWO books--your choice!!    

Consider...

- A book suggested by a friend
- A book you own but have not read yet
- A book about someone different than you
- A book by a #diversebooks author
- A book genre you typically do not read

You will receive TWO chances for completing this goal.--one per book.

Completion Form.

*Grade 8 Accelerated students must read The Outsiders and complete the assignment.

https://forms.gle/GMvCUrjZhB7tCrUJ6


Need some book suggestions????

Grade 6 Themes:  
● Finding Your 

Voice
● Using your voice
● Appreciating and 

Learning from 
Unique Voices

● Using  Your 
Voice to Explore 
Your World and 
Inspire Change

Grade 7 Themes:

● Inventing and 
Testing Yourself

● Fitting In and 
Moments of 
Insight

● Risking It All; 
Shared Dreams; 
and, Multiple 
Perspectives

● Shared Ideas

Grade 8 Themes:

● Social Justice 
and Identity

● Identity and 
Perspective

● Perspective and 
Individual 
Responsibility

● Individual 
Responsibility and 
Community

Need additional suggestions?  Visit Bookopolis for 
more booklists:   Grade 6,  Grade 7,  Grade 8

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Br2gLqWqo31OjkNdA6wHDmIPpipYqZQb2nF2dPfnmkk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/156696ubEHbw5r4mFoZZyXNvhhB8jIH2OWafaJRE-VDw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xY5j_XMe9GjRQKBDQUavRkklrDpla_bDqfMtj3pRMx4/edit?usp=sharing
https://bookopolis.com/#/summer-reading-2022
https://bookopolis.com/#/blogpost?id=6339
https://bookopolis.com/#/blogpost?id=6334
https://bookopolis.com/#/blogpost?id=5982


Are you ready to become a  LIT NINJA????  

If you have already met the goal of reading TWO books and are ready for 
additional LITeracy challenges--and a chance to win more prizes--- continue to the 
following slides.  For each completed challenge, you will receive a raffle ticket in 
September.  We will pull three winners from each building:  HHMS, JAMS, TJMS, 
and WWMS.

            How many             challenges        can you meet?



Podcasts  (Can be accessed through student Chromebooks or devices) : Listen to at least 60 minutes of your 
favorite podcast topics.  Challenge yourself to explore unknown topics and learn something 
new! (Click on the icons below for the links to these sites.)  

Completion Form.

https://www.npr.org/podcasts/474377890/but-why-a-podcast-for-curious-kids
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/474377890/but-why-a-podcast-for-curious-kids
https://www.brainson.org/
https://www.brainson.org/
https://www.sciencepodcastforkids.com/
https://www.sciencepodcastforkids.com/
https://www.smashboom.org/
https://www.smashboom.org/
https://thepastandthecurious.com/
https://thepastandthecurious.com/
https://www.kidnuz.org/
https://www.kidnuz.org/
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5tZWdhcGhvbmUuZm0vd293aW50aGV3b3JsZA
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5tZWdhcGhvbmUuZm0vd293aW50aGV3b3JsZA
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stuff-you-should-know-26940277/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stuff-you-should-know-26940277/
https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7


More Podcasts. . . 

Completion Form.

https://www.bookclubforkids.org/
https://www.bookclubforkids.org/
https://gzmshows.com/shows/listing/mars-patel/
https://gzmshows.com/shows/listing/mars-patel/
https://www.onassis.org/initiatives/onassis-podcasts/live-from-mount-olympus
https://www.onassis.org/initiatives/onassis-podcasts/live-from-mount-olympus
https://www.npr.org/series/4538138/this-i-believe
https://www.npr.org/series/4538138/this-i-believe
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/483123262/eleanor-amplified
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/483123262/eleanor-amplified
https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7


TED Talks:  Watch 60 minutes of any of the following TED Talks.   Challenge 
yourself by exploring topics that may be unknown to you or help you gain a new 
perspective.   Completion Form.

 

There are many more TED talks, 
but these sites will provide a 
great place to start!

Great TED Talks 
to Use with 
Middle Schoolers 
and Other Ages, 
Too (Pernille 
Ripp picks)

https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7
https://www.weareteachers.com/ted-talks-students/
https://www.weareteachers.com/ted-talks-students/
https://blog.ed.ted.com/2017/03/16/9-ted-talks-recommended-by-students-for-students/
https://blog.ed.ted.com/2017/03/16/9-ted-talks-recommended-by-students-for-students/
https://childhood101.com/growth-mindset-videos/
https://childhood101.com/growth-mindset-videos/
https://pernillesripp.com/2020/04/30/great-ted-talks-to-use-with-middle-schoolers-and-other-ages-too/


In the NEWS…  Read at least 10 articles on Newsela.  Sign in 
through Classlink (directions below).    Challenge yourself to explore unknown topics 
and learn something new!
  
You should see this icon on your Classlink

● After clicking on the link, use your Edison username and password to 

access the dashboard.  

● Click on the icon and begin your exploration.

If you have difficulties signing into Newsela, please

contact Mrs. Dunn (lisa.dunn@edison.k12.nj.us)

Completion Form.

NEWSELA

http://my.classlink.com/edison
mailto:lisa.dunn@edison.k12.nj.us
https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7


Virtual Field Trips.  Travel this year...from your living room or kitchen 
table!    Take a tour of at least four different places.  Be an adventurer and 
explore unknown places and learn something new! (Click on the icons below for the links to 
these sites.) 

Completion Form.

https://www.airpano.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/about/treks/#/list
https://www.google.com/maps/about/treks/#/list
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-virtual-field-trips/
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-virtual-field-trips/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/20-virtual-field-trip-ideas-and-activities-for-your-classroom/#t-1616514143456
https://ditchthattextbook.com/20-virtual-field-trip-ideas-and-activities-for-your-classroom/#t-1616514143456
https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7


Books! Books! Books!
Can’t get enough of a good book????  

Read two more books of your choice.

This challenge is worth 2 additional tickets--one per book!

Completion Form.

https://forms.gle/iLitsCmfWksXEAaj7


Get a Library Card

Hoopla Ebooks

New to hoopla: Young Adult

Audiobook Collections

Teens

Favorite Teen Reads

Kids

Online Learning

Learn a Language

If you liked ... try these series

Scholastic MS Book lists

Book Bundle Request Form

 

Tutorial

Free Audiobooks from Audible
Free Audiobooks from AudioFile Sync

Ebooks/Audiobooks 
Available from your 
School Library 
Username = ID #
Password = school device password

HIGH SCHOOLS
Edison High School - Doreen Stocker
JP Stevens High School - Shari Stein

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Herbert Hoover Middle School- Christine McAvoy
Thomas Jefferson Middle School - Jessica Volk
Woodrow Wilson Middle School - Tamara Richman

https://edisonpubliclibrary.org/get-a-library-card/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/browse/ebook
https://www.hoopladigital.com/collection/12766
https://www.hoopladigital.com/audiobook/categories/collections
https://elibrarynj.overdrive.com/library/teens
https://elibrarynj.overdrive.com/collection/1194963
https://elibrarynj.overdrive.com/library/kids
https://edisonpubliclibrary.org/online-learning/
https://edisonpubliclibrary.org/learn-a-language/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cuyv4sS410KqBh4F7rOpJx91VhZ7-LRq/view?usp=sharing
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-recommendations/summer-reading-list-for-middle-school.html
https://edisonpubliclibrary.org/book-bundles/
https://edisonpubliclibrary.org/
https://elibrarynj.overdrive.com/library/teens
https://elibrarynj.overdrive.com/library/teens
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-zi8zcFfo6VoCntdpErhc7eAEVA6w_jo/view
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNx79NX3xWA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNx79NX3xWA
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://wke.lt/w/s/mLRJqk
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/1757
mailto:doreen.stocker@edison.k12.nj.us
http://www.jpslibrary.com
mailto:shari.stein@edison.k12.nj.us
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/3022
mailto:christine.mcavoy@edison.k12.nj.us
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/32887
mailto:jessica.volk@edison.k12.nj.us
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/100115
mailto:tamara.richman@edison.k12.nj.us

