














Submissions
       Submissions from any students in the Villa 
Maria community are encouraged, speci�cally 
letters to the editor and feedback. Submissions 
must include name and email veri�cation, and 
anonymous submissions will not be accepted. 

Not all submissions are published.

Mission Statement
      The Villa Voice is a student-run publication 
created to inform the Villa Maria community 

with truthful and relevant information. We strive 
to give students a safe outlet for their opinions 
and accurately represent the student body of 

Villa Maria.
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Villa Maria’s winter sports teams dominate their seasons  
Villa Maria basketball, track & �eld, and swimming & div-
ing �nish out their seasons with outstanding achievements.

Mia Ceritano ’25, Madelyn DiBonaventura ’26
Reporter, Contributor

 Each of Villa Maria’s winter sports teams 
ended the season with great triumph. The basketball 
team completed their season with a record of 19-3.  
 “Everyone  played  fantast ic 
throughout the whole season and 
a l l  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e i r  t a l-
ents with each role we have on the 
team,” Marah McHugh ’23 said.  
 The basketball team later be-
came ACAA League champions – a 
big accomplishment considering the 
last time this happened was in 2012.  
 “This is def in i tely the best 
year yet with the relationships made with 
the team and the success,” McHugh said. 
 Track and Field had a successful season 
with school records broken in the shot put, 4x200, 
and other categories. Each meet allows runners 
to bond and grow closer as a team while also im-
proving in the sport. Ari Butler ’24 was one of the 
team members who broke the 4x200 school record. 
 “The season was so much fun. The team 
was competitive, which I feel was great because 
we could push each other and really work hard 
to improve our running as a whole,” Butler said.  
 While Butler speaks highly of the team’s 
per for mance,  she holds  the  rela t ion-

ships with her teammates with the utmost re-
spect and importance to her exper ience.  
 “I feel that track has allowed me to meet 
new people at Villa and form new relation-

ships with people I had not yet had 
the oppor tunity to. I  definitely 
wouldn’ t  have enjoyed i t  th is 
much i f  i t  wasn ’ t  that  fun.”  
  Villa’s track and field team will 
continue in the spring season with 
more  ant ic ipa ted  accompl i sh-
ments and friendships to be made.  
 The swimming and diving team 
had an outstanding season this 

year, despite some changes among the coaching staff.  
 “This season was great for vimming! The �rst 
‘post Cathy Hay season’ went amazingly well,” 
swim team captain Graciella Scho�eld ’23 said. 
  As former head coach Cathy Hay retired, 
head coach Fr itz Schumann and assistant 
coach Nikki Hinsdale stepped up and led the 
team to a great season. Not only were new 
faces seen on the swimming front, but Vil-
la acquired a new diving coach as well.  
 “Diving had a great year, and I think a lot 
of that was due to our new coach, Michelle 
Heinemann,” senior diver and captain Mary Cate 
Doughty ’23 said. “She has a lot of experience Basketball’s Senior Night // Brianna McDonald ’23

Success of the athletic and spirit winter pep rally
A look into behind the scenes of the pep rally.

Alexis Allen ’23, Abby Baumann ’24
Editor-in-Chief, Contributor

 Villa’s Athletic and Spirit team spent 
many weeks planning and preparing in order to 
make their ideas a reality for the winter pep rally. 
The entertaining event was a big success due to 
the many 
hours the 
A&S ex-
ecutives 
invested 
into the 
p r e p a-
rat ions. 
 “ W e 
s t a r t e d 
planning 
r i g h t 
when we 
got back 
f r o m 
b r e a k . 
I t  took 
a couple 
w e e k s 
and the videos took a couple hours after 
school,” Mary Gabriele ’23 said. “Then we 
had to get all the games, go out and buy 
the i tems,  and plan i t—along wi th 
figuring out what games we wanted, the 
order, and making the Sign Up Geniuses.” 
 Another  aspect  of  p lann ing  the 
pep rally was deciding on a theme, which the 
A&S team unveiled at the beginning of the
 event. All week long leading up to the 
pep rally, the A&S team gave students 

small hints as to what the theme could be. 
 “We went through a lot of movies until 
we found one that we thought would be 
funny and it is very current because there was 
a new one that just came out,” Gabriele said. 

	
T he  long 
a w a i t e d 
theme was 
Avatar. The 
A&S exec-
utives even decided to 
introduce the theme 
in costume as the blue 
Avatar characters. They 
left the student body, 
facility, and staff in 
shock, making the 
theme a huge success.  
	 One of the 
crowd’s favorite parts 
of the event was the 
bungee game,  in 
particular the competi-

tion between Alice Nash ’24 and Claudia Eells ’24. Prior 
to the winter pep rally, the girls went head to 
head at the fall pep rally in the bungee game.  
 “I was going through my emails and was 
looking at the sign up sheet and I saw Al-
ice’s name,” Eells said. “We had just met and I 
thought it would be funny to sign up against her.” 
 Nash and Eells were introduced on stage to 
compete in the bungee game at the event. After the 
fall pep rally, the girls’ friendship grew, which 
led them to sign up for another face off in 

the winter game. The stakes were high and stu-
dents were excited to see if Nash would settle the 
score as Eells technically won their first compe-
tition due to a rule infraction on Nash’s behalf.   
 “I was super excited but honestly when I was 
up on stage I was really nervous,” Nash said. 

Adversely, Eells said, “I was nervous the whole 
t ime because everyone was tel l-
i ng  me  I  was  go ing  to  d ie .” 
 Spectators were worried for Eells due to the 
major height difference between her and Nash. 
Therefore, Eells decided to take some precau-
tions in order to ensure her safety during the 
competition with help from a senior friend. 
 “A really kind senior, Clare Cronley, of-
fered to bring in her knee pads, elbow pads, 

and wrist pads for me,” Eells said. “She also brought 
in a helmet and she helped me put all that on at lunch.” 
 Through the hard work of Villa’s Athletic & Spirit 
team and the executives, as well as the lighthearted 
competition between Nash and Eells, the pep rally was 
a huge success. The A&S executives were able to create
 a lively atmosphere that fostered jokes, spirited rivalries, 
and  engaged  the  aud ience.  Wh i te  was 
victorious over the blue team once again this 
year,  leaving the f inal  score 4-0 whi te. 
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Villa Avatar// Laurie Scaggs

set a new record. Such a momentous event 
did not go without celebration. “We had a little cele-
bration in the middle of the track arena,” Steltz said. 
 The girls found their love of running 
in middle school. Todd said, “I star ted

in elementary school and then I stopped 
and went back in eighth grade.” Samar 
also found her love for track and �eld in 
middle school,  fol lowing in the 
footsteps of her sisters. She said, 
“They did it so I just did it too.”  
 This was the �rst season that all four 
girls ran together since Todd and Steltz 
are freshmen. The dynamic group of four will 

be running together again in the approaching spring 
season with the exception of Butler, a softball player. 
They are expected to have another wonderful season. 
 When asked what their goals are for their 
upcoming spring season, Steltz said, “Get better!” 
 Vi l la wi l l  be root ing hard for this 
great group and the rest of the track 
a n d  f i e l d  t e a m  i n  t h e  u p c o m-
ing months during the spring track season. 

Indoor track and �eld 4 x 200m school record 
Four girls from the Villa Maria Indoor Track and Field team successful-
ly beat a school record while competing at Lehigh University in January.

 Two  f reshmen ,  one  sophomore , 
and one junior broke the 4 x 200m re-
l ay  s c h o o l  r e c o r d  t h i s  s e a s o n . 
 Ariana Butler ’24,  Avery Steltz 
’26,  Sam Samar ’25, and Delaney 
Todd ’26 broke a school record 
for the 4 x 200m record this past 
indoor track season. This record 
breaking moment took place at 
Lehigh University on January 27. 
 Before the meet, the girls 
were aware that they were close 
to breaking the current record. “We had the 
goal to break it [at this meet],” Butler said. 
 After the race, however,  the four girls 
came off the track and were unsure if 
they even broke the record at all. “I thought 
we didn’t get it at first because [our 
coach] told us we didn’t get it. He’d 
told us that we’d missed it,” Samar said.  
 The girls soon found out they were 
wrong and they had in fact successfully 

Sophia Conish ’24, Lucia Strid ’26
Assistant Editor, Reporter
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in diving and coached us all to a great season.”  
 The team showcased their ski l ls al l 
throughout  the season and eventual ly 
placed in the AACA Championships. Addi-
tionally, multiple swimmers and divers qual-
if ied for the distr ict one championships.  
 “The team was very successful and even 
claimed second at the AACA championships, 
which was something that was truly a whole 
team effort,” Schofield said. “I believe this 
feat was due to our closeness as a team and 
our ability to always cheer and support each 
other throughout all the meets and races.”  
 Villa Maria has had great success in the 
winter season. There have been many rewards 
for the hard work and dedication the play-
ers have put into their sport. Roll ’Canes! 

Bungee game // Laurie Scaggs

Avery Steltz ’26 // Comstock

Indoor Track Seniors // Mrs. Laurie Scaggs


