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Transit-Oriented Development Zoning Initiative (April 21 to June 22):  

Conduct a TOD planning initiative to review the zoning ordinances around its two 
CTfastrak stations.  This effort is a continuation of past planning studies and to further 
many of the goals and strategies outlined in the Plan of Conservation and Development. 

Specifically, this initiative sought to better understand the opportunities and constraints 
for implementing a possible transit-oriented development supportive zoning ordinance 
and focusing on areas within one-quarter (0.25) mile of the Elmwood and Flatbush 
Avenue stations.  

Initiative included a robust community engagement process including a community 
visual preference survey, focus group and community workshops.  With strong 
community support for TOD design principles and attracting new and maintaining 
existing businesses. 

This process resulted in the proposed Transit Oriented Development Zoning District that 
is the subject of this hearing.  
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The Four Ds: 
Distance – located within a 5 to 10 minute walk from a fixed transit 
station

Density – relatively high population and/or employment density 
that supports transit ridership

Diversity – diverse mix of land uses that creates vibrant live, work, 
play opportunities

Design – pedestrian friendly public realm and building design, 
compact development, and well-designed parking opportunities 
that support transit use
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How is TOD related to zoning? 
Density – residential densities, floor-area ratios, coverage, building 
height, parking requirements

Diversity – permitted uses

Design – setbacks, building orientation, architectural standards, site 
design standards, parking requirements



Proposed TOD Ordinance 
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Transit-Oriented Development District  
The purpose of this district is to encourage development in a predictable, 
contextual, design-focused manner within walking distance of the CTfastrak
stations.  The TOD is intended to support transit-oriented development 
principles which foster the creation of complete neighborhoods.  The district is 
designed to help preserve and expand opportunities for businesses and 
employers that serve West Hartford residents and the surrounding region; to 
encourage a mix of retail, restaurant, office, entertainment, and residential uses 
that provide opportunities to live, work, and play; to promote moderate to high 
residential an employment densities that support transit use; to encourage infill 
development, rehabilitation, redevelopment, and adaptive reuse and to 
promote consistent and pedestrian-oriented building and site design.



¼ Mile or 5 Minute Walk: Flatbush Station Area 

x

Flatbush Ave. Station

CITY OF HARTFORD

Jefferson Ave
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¼ Mile Radius 



¼ Mile or 5 Minute Walk: Flatbush Station Area 

Elmwood Station
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¼ Mile Radius 
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The ordinance: 

 Provides for reduced parking standards

 Provides increased building and residential density

 Requirement new buildings to be built and oriented towards the 
streets

 Incorporates incentives to promote infill development, creation 
of new public space, sustainability, access management and 
affordable housing.  
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Required Referrals
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Positive Referral from CRCOG

• CRCOG Letter Dated 5.27.22:

The staff of the Regional Planning Commission of the Capitol Region Council of 
Governments has reviewed this zoning referral and finds no apparent conflict 
with regional plans and policies or the concerns of neighboring towns.  The 
staff commends the efforts around mixed use and transit-oriented 
development, which directly supports the regional Plan of Conservation and 
Development policy to encourage residential, mixed use, and infill 
development around transit stations.
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Positive Referral from TP&Z

• TP&Z Letter Dated 6.9.22:

[The TPZ] RECOMMEND[s] APPROVAL finding it consistent with over a decade’s 
worth of past planning efforts with local, regional, and state partners and with the 
Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD).  In particular the Commission 
noted that proposed ordinance furthers several of the POCD’s suggested action 
items including but not limited to: 

 “Encourage mixed-use and higher density development in proximity to existing and 
planned transit stations and existing commercial districts”; 

 Encourage infill development on vacant and underutilized lots”; and 

 “[R]view the zoning ordinances and consider the creation of a new transit-oriented 
district…” 



Thank You  
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Questions / Comments?  


	���Ordinance Establishing The�Transit-Oriented Development�Zoning District 
	Presentation Overview 
	Background 
	Background 
	What is Transit-Oriented Development? 
	What is Transit-Oriented Development? 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	¼ Mile or 5 Minute Walk: Flatbush Station Area 
	¼ Mile or 5 Minute Walk: Flatbush Station Area 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Proposed TOD Ordinance 
	Required Referrals
	Required Referrals
	Thank You  

