




report to the judges’ room a minimum of thirty minutes before you are scheduled to judge.
assigned a ballot for a particular round, please remain in the judging lounge on “ stand by” until dismissed by
the judges’ room chair .

In LD and policy, the “ affirmative” is for the topic. The “ negative” is against the topic.

, the “ proponency” is for the topic. The “ opponency” is against the topic.

In Parliamentary debate, the “ government” or “ proponency” is for the topic. The “ opposition” is against the

the judges’ house and inform them of the

“ check their work” .
Note: A speaker’s

including “ roadmaps” and “ thank yous” .

give you a better “ show” if they feel like you are enjoying yourself



can be “ off i ci al ” out don’ t leave a cl ean

M echani cal penci l s don’ t –

Bad for ar t doesn’ t al l ow
for shad’g

– Doesn’ t al l ow for subtl e

– So what … doesn’ t tel l you

Can’ t do scantrons wi th a —

and shade…
– Cross appl y doesn’ t al l ow

Penci l s don’ t l eave ink

in the first column. This is the affirmative “ case” or “ constructive” … note the use of

write down everything the speaker says… just the tagline… it is somew
debate. It is important, however to listen to the analysis after the “ tagline” to make sure that they

speech goes to the negative who responds o the affirmative’s four argum

speech is the affirmative rebuttal… note that no new arguments are made here… only

–



digital format (e.g. CD, USB drive etc.). The judge need not “ do” anything with this other than set it on the

examination or preparation only and must return the requested evidence prior to their opponent’s next

presented in the team’s first two speeches. Rebuttals are a team’s formal response to opponent arguments

Oral prompting by a by the speaker’s teammate either dur ing

up to form a “ c.” You may also opt to give a ten second count down for the last ten seconds they have left

out every thirty seconds they have used: “ thirty seconds used,” “ one minute used,” etc.



 
 
 

 
 

Preparation Time: 3 min. total per debater.



e scheduled as “ double
fl ights”

. This team opposes the proposition team’s case for the motion.

 Value: Both sides push for their value in the topic as superior to the other team’s value.
 

 

timed, including “ thank you’ s” and “ roadmaps” .

“ P
preparation room” .

e to “ outside materials” should be limited; instead, students should rely on

“ outside materials” is allowed within the following parameters:
 als may be brought into the debate round for the debater’s use.
 

 
 

Oral prompting by the speaker’s colleague while the speaker has the floor in



 
 
 

 The opening and closing minute of each speech are ‘protected,’ i .e., no Points of Information are

 
Points of order are allowed on a limited basis. 

To make apoint of order, a member of the opposing team rises and states “point of order.” The
debater must state and provide any proposed rationale in no more than 15 seconds. The opposing team 
may respond to the points of order as they choose but their response comes out of their allotted speech 
time. The judge simply observes the point/s of order. The judge/s may take the point of order into 
account in their deliberations as they choose and no new arguments in rebuttals are allowed; both of 
these points shall be noted in the judging instructions. 
1. Points of Order are allowed in only the two final speeches of the debate: the Opposition Rebuttal 
and the Proposition Rebuttal. 
2. A point of order is only allowed to claim that the opposing team has introduced a new argument in 
rebuttal. 
3. Points of Order must be a concise statement lasting no more than fifteen seconds, and the 
responding team may answer the Point of Order during their speech time as they so choose. 
4. Points of Order may be made at any moment of a rebuttal; in other words, there is no protected 
time. 
5. A point of order is a serious charge and should not be raised for minor violations, nor shall it be 
used as a tactic to disrupt theopponent’s speech, and these expectations shall be noted in the judging
instructions.

  



PPuubblliicc  FFoorruumm  DDeebbaattee  
Each team may use up to two minutes of prep time.

specialist or “ citizen
judge” , i.e. a member of the American jury.

 
 
 
 

 interact

 
should have covered.

 

 

 When deciding the round, judges should ask, “ If I had no prior beliefs about this resolution, would
was true or not true?”

 

 
– but

not replace –
 

 A team should not be penalized for failing to understand his or her opponent’s unclear arguments.



relative “ quality of debating” by each side. Write constructive sug

 

 

each team’s first two speeches.

 
 
 

 

The team’s formal response to opponent’s arguments from constructive speeches or an

The synthesis of a team’s argument. This should be a compelling restatement of why the

new



 You must choose a winner… sorry no ties allowed.

 

 

A comment like “ good debate” does little, if any to help the speaker to improve.
what you like and didn’t like about their performance.



 
 
 
 
 An appetite…we will feed you.
 
 

ugh no violation had occurred, and then return to the judges’ room and alert the
judge’s room staff of what happened. It is important that you have detailed notes on the suspected violation.

What does i t m ean when a judge ask s for m y “ j udging preference” ?

Don’t be confused or take offense. They are merely checking to see how much experience you have had
so that they can adapt and better communicate their arguments. If you don’t like a fast deba

At all times during the tournament there will be a staff of people in the judges’ room to answer any

finished watching the competitors please bring the ballot back to the judges’ room and fill it out there. When
you are finished turn it in to the judges’ room staff and wait for them to check it for accuracy.



 

 
 Did you vote for a winning team… are you sure you put t
 a “ reason for decision” on the ballot?
 

What i f a speak er doesn’ t show up?

students would not be able to compete if it weren’t for your generous donation of time.


