
In the State of Pennsylvania school directors have a difficult job in a complex society, giving 

more and more of their personal time to this nonpaid, volunteer effort.  I would like to thank 

two outgoing members of the Lehighton Area School Board, Jack Finnegan and Dave Krause, 

for their dedication to improving the education of Lehighton Area School District.  These two 

individuals have given their time and talents to improving our student’s educational environ-

ment and the entire Lehighton community. 

 

Mr. Krause served eight years on the board of education while hold-

ing the president position six of the eight years.  He has been an ad-

vocate not only for the students of Lehighton, but for the entire 

Lehighton community.  

 

Mr. Finnegan has served on the board for three 

and a half years and was a driving force for the development of the Drug and 

Alcohol task force.  He also spent many hours working with the wellness 

committees and increasing the programs to assure students are given every 

opportunity to succeed.   

 

We would like to welcome two new members to the Lehighton Area School Board, Gloria 

Bowman and Stephen Holland.  We are excited to have them on-board and look forward to 

working with them as we continue to move Lehighton Area School District forward.  Both 

come with years of experience in the field of education and understanding the daily routines 

within a school day.  Listed below is just a little snapshot of their experiences and knowledge 

they will bring to the district. 

 

Gloria J. Bowman is a retired Lehighton educator. She continues to be actively involved in edu-

cation as an adjunct faculty member at Marywood University and assists as an interim principal 

in various districts when needed.  

 

Mrs. Bowman has two children, Dr. Rebecca Cox and Mark Barthel and 

two grandchildren, Hannah and Ellie Kate. She also volunteers at Family 

Promise of Carbon County and Saints Peter and Paul Church in 

Lehighton. Mrs. Bowman enjoys reading, shopping, traveling and spend-

ing time with family and friends. She is looking forward to serving on the 

Lehighton School Board. 

 

Steve Holland is a retired groundskeeper at Lehighton Area School District.  He is 

married to the former Geraldine Kromer and has three children: Greg, Keith, and 

Stephanie Meckes; and six grandchildren (one of which is a student at Lehighton 

High School). Steve is a volunteer at Zion UCC Church and loves to play golf 

with his old classmates. Steve is excited about his membership on the school 

board. 

Message from the Superintendent—Mr. Jonathan J. Cleaver 
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Message from the Board President—Mr. Rocky Ahner 

The entire Staff of Lehighton Area School District gives a true meaning to No Child Left Behind; from 

the East Stroudsburg University reading consultants in the elementary buildings to the lessons “Be Safe, 

Be Respectful, and Be Responsible” in the Middle School and not to forget the traveling to other districts 

to integrate technology, science and math at the High School level. With changes to testing and the in-

crease of special needs, grades do not always reflect the dedication and care that our staff has for our stu-

dent’s education.       

 

With the fast approaching programs and concerts, please pass the word for all to attend.  There is no better 

show on earth than the ones that our directors direct and students perform for the audience. 

 

I applaud the fall sports athletes and coaches for the tremendous job they have done in representing the 

district with “Indian Pride” home and away.  Also, good luck to winter sports and continue to progress as 

you have in the past.  

 

Students, administration, teachers, and support staff, I’m looking forward to the building and renovation 

projects with the board dedicated to your needs.     

 

Wishing everyone the best thorough the year and the holidays.  

Technology News—Mr. Marcus A. Statham, I.T. Director 

The Lehighton Area School District will now be using Power Announcement as their “robocall” system 

in place of the AlertNow system. 

 

Power Announcement is fully embedded in the Power School system, the system the district uses as its 

student management program. This means system interfaces are no longer needed to transfer data from 

Power School to Alert Now. Updates to telephone numbers and e-mail addresses to Power Announce-

ment will be immediate. 

 

Power Announcement allows communications to parents via telephone, e-mail, and SMS (texting). The 

system will also allow the district to call more telephone numbers and perform the calling in a shorter 

amount of time. 

 

As the district has always done, communications with the parents, guardians, and the community will 

continue to be supplemented with announcements over the radio, television, newspapers, and our web-

site, http://www.lehighton.org. 

 

As always, we ask parents and guardians to keep your telephone numbers and e-mail addresses updated 

so the district can insure effective communication on events at the district. 
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Pennsylvania State Assessments 2013-2014 Information 

 

Keystone Exams - The Keystone Exams will be offered in online and paper/pencil testing modes for Al-

gebra I, Biology, and Literature.  These exams are an end-of-year course assessment designed to evalu-

ate proficiency in academic content.  Beginning with the class of 2017, students must demonstrate profi-

ciency on the Algebra I, Literature, and Biology Keystone Exams to graduate.  However, Lehighton Ar-

ea School District already has this as a requirement for graduation per School Board Policy #217.  Stu-

dents in grade 11, who have not previously taken the Keystone Exams, are required to complete all three 

Keystone Exams during the 2013-14 school year for federal accountability purposes.  We will be partic-

ipating in Wave 2, which has testing windows from January 8-22, 2014.  In addition, we will be testing 

remaining students who qualify to test during the spring, which has the testing window from May 12-23, 

2014. 

 

PSSA Exams - Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) testing for grades 3 through 8 will 

continue this year as they have done in the past.  The math and reading tests will be divided in to three 

(3) sections per test and all grades, 3-8, will alternate subject areas with math coming first.  The testing 

content will be aligned with PA Academic Standards.  The tests will assess knowledge and skills de-

scribed in the Assessment Anchor Content Standards.  Also, students will have embedded field test 

questions throughout; based on the Pennsylvania Core Standards (PCS).   

 

  2013-2014 PSSA Testing Assessment Dates    Grade(s) 

 PSSA Writing Field Test February 3-14     6-8 

 Math/Reading March 17-28, 2014      3 – 8 

  Make-up for Math/Reading March 31-April 4, 2014  3 - 8 

 Writing March 31-April 4, 2014      5 and 8 

  Make-up for Writing April 7-11, 2014    5 and 8 

 Science April 28-May 2, 2014      4 and 8 

  Make-up for Science May 5-9, 2014     4 and 8 

 ACCESS for ELLs January 27, 2014-March 7, 2014   K-12 

 NAEP January 27, 2014-March 7, 2014     4,8,12 

 PASA - Reading/Math February 17, 2014-March 28, 2014   3-8,11 

 PASA - Science February 17, 2014-May 19, 2014    4,8 

 

Overview of Pennsylvania’s Approved No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Waiver - On August 20, 2013, 

Pennsylvania’s No Child Left Behind Waiver request was approved by the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion.  The waiver is based on three key areas:  College-and-Career Readiness for all students; state-

developed recognition and accountability for all public schools; and, local education agencies.  It elimi-

nates Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and replaces it with an improved accountability system.  Instead 

of identifying schools as making or not making AYP and declaring them in School Improvement or 

Corrective Action, the new accountability system designates Title I Schools, those with a high percent-

age of low-income students, as “Priority”, “Focus”, or “Reward”.  The Pennsylvania Department of Ed-

ucation will recognize “Reward” schools and provide interventions and support services for “Focus” 

and “Priority” schools.   

Curriculum & Instruction—Mr. Timothy M. Tkach, Coordinator of  Curriculum 
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Continued from page 3 

 

Curriculum  & Curriculum Supplements 

 

Reading Eggs®, Education City®, and Study Island® - The Lehighton Area School District purchased a 

subscription to several research-based standards mastery programs called Reading Eggs® (K-2), Educa-

tion City® (Math K-2), and Study Island® (Grades 3-4) for our elementary buildings.  This purchase 

now allows our students to have access to supplemental programs in Math, Reading, Writing, Science, 

and Social Studies.   

 

 During our subscription, your child can access these programs, free-of-charge, anywhere that internet 

 access is available.  All programs have site-wide security features in place to provide greater peace of 

 mind.  Information regarding the log-on process was sent home with your child or given to parent(s)/

 guardian(s) at the parent/teacher conferences.  Parents may also access these programs on the district 

 website by clicking on the “For Students” tab on the main page. 

 

 We are excited about the benefits these programs can bring to our students and we encourage you to 

 take advantage of these opportunities.  Students will be able to practice various reading, math, and 

 science skills, take sample tests, and experience on-line lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Math Series - enVision® (K-5) and Digits® (Grade 6) - The Lehighton Area School District pur-

chased a new Math Series for Grades K-6 from Pearson Education, Inc.  The students in grades K-5 

have enVision® and 6th grade’s Digits® is a continuation of enVision®.  It is a core curriculum for stu-

dents in Kindergarten through grade 6 and was written specifically to address the Common Core State 

Standards and is based on critical fundamental research and proven classroom results.  The program 

seeks to help students develop an understanding of math concepts through problem-based instruction, 

small-group interaction, and visual learning with a focus on reasoning and modeling.  Differentiated in-

struction and ongoing assessments are used to meet the needs of students of all ability levels.   

 

 Each lesson includes daily review and a small group problem-based activity, followed by guided and 

 independent practice activities.  Daily assessments are used to track student progress and these assess-

 ments also allow for targeting additional practice and homework activities for students needing more 

 support.  I know this is a different learning style and format then what we had; and is sometimes  

 difficult and frustrating for parents when helping their child, but please remain patient as we proceed 

 with this series.  In the end, the rewards and increased understanding of mathematics will truly benefit 

 our students. 

Curriculum & Instruction—continued 
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Athletics—Kyle Spotts, Director of  Student Services  

Fall Season 

The Fall regular season has come to an end with many exciting memories and a number of individual and 

team accolades.  The Fall was extremely successful for our Athletic program.  We hope to continue that mo-

mentum into our Winter season.   

 

We had a number of fall student-athletes selected to Mountain Valley Conference (MVC) All-Star teams.  To 

date the selections are as follows:  Two student-athletes were selected for the MVC Boys Soccer All-Star 

Team; Anthony Rossino and James Farano who were selected to the 1st team.  We had three student-

athletes selected to the MVC Field Hockey All Star Team; Gwen Remaley was selected to the 1st team,  Ma-

ris Stern was selected to the 2nd team, and Emily Mantz was selected as an honorable mention.  For the 

MVC Girls Soccer team, Allison Andrew was our only selection.  She was selected to the 2nd team.  Three 

girls were selected to the Volleyball All-Star team.  Jackie Jordan was a first team selection, Taylor Yur-

asits was a second team selection, and Tiffany Thompson was an honorable mention selection.  In addition 

to the all-league selections we had two Cross Country runners place at their league meet.  Michael Blacketter 

took 5th and Jenny Beers took 7th.  As of the due date for this submission the football MVC all-star team has 

not been announced. 

 

Our Fall Scholar-Athletes were: Cross Country – Ben Ronemus; Field Hockey – Gwen Remaley; Golf – Luke 

Ziegenfus; Boys Soccer – Peter Phelan; Girls Soccer – Schyler Cordova; Volleyball – Jackie Jordan and Foot-

ball – Max McCandless.  Gwen Remaley will represent Lehighton as the MVC Field Hockey scholar-athlete 

of the year.   

 

Along with these individual awards, our field hockey, boys’ soccer, volleyball, and football teams qualified 

for post-season play.  The Boys’ Soccer team set a school record for wins in a season and Coach Yob was se-

lected as The Morning Call Coach of the Year.   In addition, Anthony Rossino set a school record for goals in 

a season.   

 

Lehighton Athletics 

I want to thank everyone for supporting the Fall teams.  Many exciting games are ahead for our Winter sports!  

Please join us and share in the INDIAN school spirit and support our teams.  Our student-athletes and coaches 

work very hard to achieve success.  Let’s cheer them on!  Remember always cheer for the Indians and never 

against the opposing team or officials!  Go Indians! 

 

Mark your Calendar: 

 

December 6th   First day of regular season competition for Winter sports.  Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity 

Basketball will be hosting Palmerton beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Athletic Information 

Lehighton Athletics Website:    http://www.lehighton.org/athletics.cfm  The Lehighton athletics website is 

your hub for all Lehighton athletics information.  Team schedules are accessible on the district athletic web-

site.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or inquiries.  My door is always open. 

 

http://www.lehighton.org/athletics.cfm
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East Penn & Franklin Elementary—Mrs. Suzanne Howland, Principal 

Race for Brilliance 

Students at Franklin and East Penn Elementary Schools combined to raise over $20,000 for field trips and 

increased technology in their schools throughout this fall.  The fundraiser kicked off the first week of school 

with a Race for Brilliance pep rally, culminating on Monday, November 4, 2013, at Franklin field.  The race 

was a fundraiser that tried to draw on the whole community, by asking many people for a small donation.  

Franklin’s average donation was right around $11.00, while East Penn’s was slightly under $10.00.  From a 

combined 450 staff and students, the schools sent out 6,000 mailers to potential sponsors.   

 

Each grade walked or ran for one hour, during which, at four different stations, students were doused with 

colored powder. The principal, Suzanne Howland, agreed to be slimed if both schools reached their goal of 

$10, 000 as an incentive.  During the final moments, individual students from both schools dumped buckets 

of slime over their principal’s head.  As a finale, the students sang the Lehighton Alma Mater and tossed the 

remaining color powder into the air.   
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Mahoning & Shull David Elementary—Mr. Aaron Sebelin, Principal 

Mahoning 

As the winter season approaches, we have many activities occurring at Mahoning Elementary School.  The 

PTO and staff will hold its annual Craft Night in our school from 6-8 p.m. on December 9.  All parents and 

students are welcome to attend.  There will be food, crafts, and a special visitor who will be reading stories 

and posing for pictures.  The PTO will be giving all of our students an early Christmas gift with a trip to the 

Mahoning Valley Cinema on December 10.  All students will be given a drink, popcorn, and a movie ticket.  

The feature presentation is called, “Frozen”.   

 

Mrs. Kulpa is excitedly working on our winter music program for grades K-2.  The program will be held on 

December 11, at 1:30 p.m. in the multipurpose room.  The snow date is December 12.   

 

Our Student of the Month program will be held on December 18, at 8:45 a.m. followed by the special lunch 

during regular lunch times.  Congratulations to all those who are named Student of the Month.  Keep up the 

great work! 

 

We continue to ask for your patience as our building is in the remodeling phase.  Please take a moment to 

look at some of the bright colors painted on the floors and ceiling tiles to promote positive behavior and 

reading incentives.  Thanks to all staff members for “brightening up” our school.   

 

Shull-David 

As the winter season approaches, we have many activities occurring at Shull-David Elementary School.  

The PTO and staff will hold its annual Little Shoppers night in our school from 6-8 p.m. on December 11.  

All parents and students are welcome to attend.  For those parents who cannot attend night shopping, each 

class will have an opportunity to shop during the week of December 9 during the school day.  Come take a 

look at the variety of gifts at the shop.  Happy shopping!   The PTO will also be giving all of our students an 

early Christmas gift with a trip to the Mahoning Valley Cinema on December 17.  All students will be given 

a drink, popcorn, and a movie ticket.  The feature presentation is called, “Frozen”.   

 

Mrs. Kulpa is excitedly working on our winter music program for grades K-2.  The program will be held on 

December 9, at 1:30 p.m. in the multipurpose room.  The snow date is December 10. 

 

Our Student of the Month program will be held on December 18, at 2:20 p.m. followed by the special lunch 

on December 19 during regular lunch times.  Congratulations to all those who are named Student of the 

Month.  Keep up the great work! 

 

December Student Dismissal              

All students will be dismissed at 1:10 p.m. on December 20, in preparation for the holi-

days.  School will resume on January 2, 2014.  Happy Holidays from Shull-David and 

Mahoning Elementary Schools! 
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LifeSkills Training 

The Lehighton Area School District has added the Botvin LifeSkills Training (LST) to the Middle School 

6th grade curriculum and it will be taught during your child's Health and Physical Education class.  This is 

a three-year program and consists of 15 lessons.  Each year will build upon one another while your child is 

at the middle school.  This course will be taught by Mr. Sharrow and Mrs. Quinn. 

  

Botvin LifeSkills Training (LST) is an evidence-based substance abuse and violence prevention program 

used in schools and communities throughout the United States and in 33 countries around the world.  LST 

has been extensively tested and proven to reduce tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drug use by as much as 80%.  

It is effective when implemented with different delivery formats, when taught by different providers, and 

when delivered to different populations.  

  

Botvin LifeSkills Training (LST) is a research-validated substance abuse prevention program proven to re-

duce the risks of alcohol, tobacco, drug abuse, and violence by targeting the major social and psychological 

factors that promote the initiation of substance use and other risky behaviors.  This comprehensive and ex-

citing program provides adolescents and young teens with the confidence and skills necessary to success-

fully handle challenging situations.  

 

Rather than merely teaching information about the dangers of drug abuse, Botvin LifeSkills Training pro-

motes healthy alternatives to risky behavior through activities designed to:  

 

Teach students the necessary skills to resist social (peer) pressures to 

smoke, drink, and use drugs 

Help students to develop greater self-esteem and self-confidence 

Enable students to effectively cope with anxiety 

Increase their knowledge of the immediate consequences of substance 

abuse 

Enhance cognitive and behavioral competency to reduce and prevent a 

variety of health risk behavior 

 

With continued support of the parents, teachers, school district, and community, we are all working togeth-

er to teach prevention-related information, promote anti-drug norms, teach drug refusal skills, and foster 

the development of personal self-management skills and general social skills. The teachers and district are 

excited about starting this curriculum and look forward to preparing our students with the skills to say "No" 

Middle School News—Dr. Mark McGalla, Principal 

New Computer Lab 

A new computer lab has been created in the Lehighton Area Middle School. The lab, 

located in Room A1 has 31 new computers, an interactive projector, and a networked 

printer accessible to all students. This is the school’s fifth lab. This new lab will help 

give the students the skills they will need as they progress into the 21st century. 
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Middle School News—contunied 

Guidance News 

The Lehighton Area Middle School Guidance Department is pleased to announce that we are offering 

small group counseling services for students.  Small group counseling offers education, support, and cop-

ing skills for students regarding a variety of issues.  These groups bring together students who share issues 

or concerns that they may have in common.  This process enhances student success in a caring and sup-

portive setting. Topics of small group counseling typically include self-esteem, anger management, friend-

ship, divorce, etc.  Topics can be adjusted at any time to fit the needs of students.  Groups will meet every 

day three for a total of five weeks.  A pre- and post-test will be given to students and teachers to ensure ef-

fectiveness.  Small groups are available to all students and may be requested by students, parents, and 

teachers.   

On October 29th, Lehighton Area Middle School was invited to attend and participate in the 5th Annual 

Lehigh Valley Youth Leadership and Ethics Conference at DeSales University in Center Valley.  Repre-

senting Lehighton were 6 eighth graders including; Dane Frantz, Savanna Buchinsky, Amanda Passiglia, 

Alex Keck, Patrick Lawler and Chelsea Eckhart, along with teachers Mrs. Sherry Hoffman and Mr. Todd 

Serfass. 

 

The day-long event was sponsored and presented by DeSales University, Kids of 

Character of the Lehigh Valley and Rotary International.  After opening remarks 

from the Dean of Students and the Keynote Speaker, the students split into 

groups and participated in three sessions that included; 1) Leading with Charac-

ter, 2) Teamwork and Communication, 3) Appreciating  Differences. 

 

Quotes of our students from the day included; "It's never too late to turn around 

and move in the right direction",  “We all make bad decisions but we can learn 

from them",  "A team with teamwork can take down a bigger foe",  "Sticking 

with friends of good character will always help you", and “I learned more ways 

of communicating with others". 

 

The Leadership Conference included over 80 students from around the Lehigh 

Valley and our six eighth graders did a wonderful job of representing Lehighton. 

 



High School News—Mr. Craig Reichl, Principal 
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The air is cooling and winter must be right around the corner, which tells us we are well in to the 2013-14 

school year.  The students have been working hard since September and it is evident in the classroom, on 

the game field, and on the stage.  As we begin the second marking period, we want to keep parents and 

community members apprised of our goals for the school year and significant dates. Please continue to use 

the high school web page for the most up-to-date information and follow us on Twitter @lehightonhighsc.   

 

Homecoming was a huge success this year and the students chosen for our court were excellent representa-

tives from our student body.  The student council along with Mr. Barowski, their advisor, provided an excit-

ing night and we were all fortunate to “be their guest” for the evening.  I want to thank Mr. Barowski, the 

staff , and students for working so hard to make the night so memorable.  The student council is currently 

working on other activities for the winter and we are excited to see what they dream up next! 

 

To help celebrate SADD's Red Ribbon Week at the High School, FCCLA sponsored a Halloween Dress Up 

Day to "Scare Away Drugs".  SADD students chose the themes for the weeklong event, featuring a different 

themed dress up opportunity each day with Halloween being sponsored by FCCLA.  Students dressed up in 

costumes and were judged in different categories won prizes from FCCLA.   

 

We continue to make changes to our curriculum to provide solid learning opportunities for our students.  In 

November we will begin to meet with our departments to discuss changes to the course offerings for the 

next school year.  We will begin the scheduling process in early January to provide various learning oppor-

tunities for all of our students.  New courses will be listed on the guidance web page under the Course Of-

ferings for 2014-15.  It is important that you have conversations with your student to help them prepare for 

their future. 

 

Parent teacher conferences were moved to earlier in the semester to provide quicker feedback to parents so 

they can support them for success.  We will be holding conferences from 12:30 -3p.m., November 25th and 

26th.  If you ever have questions regarding your students’ progress, please contact the teacher directly or 

check PowerSchool. 

 

The Keystone Exams results from 2012-2013 were very promising and we will continue to build upon the 

successes of last year.  I want to thank the staff and students for their hard work and look forward to the 

continued improvement in years to come.  The seniors that scored below proficient in Algebra I and Litera-

ture are required to complete 4 hours of remediation after school or on a Saturday in November.  This is a 

requirement for graduation per Policy 217.  If you have a question, please contact the guidance department.  

 

As the winter weather interrupts our daily lives, we will continue to update you as quickly and efficiently as 

possible.  We have made a concerted effort to reduce the number of alert calls sent.  So, if you receive a 

call, please make sure you listen to it in its entirety.  Athletics will also be affected, so please use the link 

http://www.schedulestar.com. 

 

We appreciate your support and the time parents and guardians put forth to support our students and their co

-curricular activities.  As colder weather drives us all indoors, why not come out and support our Band/

Chorus, winter sports and take part in some fun activities we have planned.  We look forward to seeing you!  



High School News—continued 
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Financial Aid Workshop 

A Financial Aid Workshop will take place on Wednesday, January 8, 2014 (snow date is January 9, 2014) in 

the Lehighton Area High School Cafeteria from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mr. Joe Alaimo, from Wilkes Univer-

sity, will be on hand to provide information about completing the Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) application 

and to provide updates on any yearly changes to money awarded to fund post-secondary education. Parents 

and students are encouraged to attend.  Please RSVP to Anita Stern in the guidance office at (610) 377-7600 

by Friday, January 3, 2014. 

 

 

Red Ribbon Week 

To help celebrate SADD's Red Ribbon Week at the High School, FCCLA sponsored a Halloween Dress Up 

Day to "Scare Away Drugs".  The week-long 

event featured a different themed dress-up opportunity 

each day with Halloween being sponsored by 

FCCLA.  Students purchased a sticker which allowed 

them to participate in the festivities.  Students dressed 

up in costumes and were judged in the categories of: 

scariest, funniest and most original.  Staff gave stickers 

to students in each of the categories and students with 

the most collected stickers in the categories won prizes 

from FCCLA.  Prizes included a gas card, a Walmart®  

card and a Dunkin Donuts® gift card.  All participants 

were given a Trick or Treat candy for their involve-

ment.   

Lehighton Area High School Volleyball - A Season with Meaning 

The Lehighton Area High School volleyball team capped off a successful 2013 campaign this past fall.  The 

varsity squad received silver medals which were earned by making the championship match at the Pine Grove 

Cardinal Clash Varsity Invitational when they came up just short in the finals against the future Colonial 

League and District XI AAA State Champion Southern Lehigh Spartans.  They also performed well at the 

Easton Invitational Varsity Tournament by ending the day by qualifying for play-offs and leaving with third 

place honors with a semi final loss to eventual Mountain Valley Conference Champion, Pleasant Valley.  The 

Indians finished the season with both junior varsity and varsity boasting 13-5 regular season records (varsity 

improving their over-all set victory total to 57 wins, up from 52 wins last season).  The Indians qualified for 

both the Mountain Valley Conference playoffs and District XI AA playoffs.  The Indians entered the District 

XI AA tournament as the fifth seeded team on the road visiting the fourth seeded team Bethlehem Central 

Catholic.  The Indians were eliminated in this quarterfinal round but not before upsetting the future District 

XI AA Champion Hawks in the first set of the evening giving them one of only two set losses they would re-

ceive in the remainder of their District XI AA Championship finish.   
 

 

Continued on Next Page 
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Continued from page 9... 

 

The Indians had several standout players who received post-season honors as well.  Seniors Tiff Thompson, 

Jackie Jordan, and Taylor Yurasits all were voted to the Mountain Valley Conference All Star Team.  Jackie 

Jordan additionally was elected to the District XI AA All Star Team as being one of only two of the twelve 

players elected to the team that attend a public school setting.  The three individuals also recorded milestone 

statistics as their careers came to an end with Jordan having a record setting 615 kills, Thompson recording 

459 kills, and Yurasits recording 927 assists.   

 

The program also made a major contribution off the court this season by holding their third annual Match 

with a Meaning event.  The LAVB program in conjunction with the LAHS Cheerleading team, Show Choir, 

and Pep Band teamed with the Lehighton Chapter of the Red Cross, with contributions from nearly fifty vari-

ous Lehighton businesses and individuals, to hold multiple fundraisers throughout the evening during their 

match against Pocono Mountain West in October.  Thanks to the devotion of the Lehighton Volleyball Boost-

er club parents and all of the other organizations and individuals the event raised over $900.00 for the Red 

Cross.   

 

As the Indians leave the Mountain Valley 

Conference for the Schuylkill League next 

season, they carry with them a fighting and 

winning tradition that they will work hard to 

continue in their new league endeavors.  The 

Indian student-athletes and coaches have al-

ready began their off-season training which 

includes weight room sessions, conditioning, 

and participating in various club volleyball 

competitions with the VBC Tomahawks.   

 

The Lehighton Area Volleyball team and 

coaches, in conjunction with the VBC Toma-

hawks, will also be holding weekly begin-

ners' level skills sessions beginning in January on Sunday evenings offered to 7th-12th grade student-athletes 

living in the Lehighton community who are looking to learn more about the sport.  Contact information for 

the program is available on the Lehighton Indians Volleyball team website at http://www.eteamz.com/

lehightonindiansvball/ or as linked to the Lehighton Area High School website under the Athletics section.   

 

The student-athletes and boosters of the Lehighton Area Volleyball Club would like to thank all of their sup-

porters and fans within the district.  The program members are extremely excited to enter our new home of 

the Schuylkill League next fall, and look forward to finding ways to improve and grow our program in 

Lehighton in the months and years ahead.      
 

 

High School News—continued 



Administrators 

Jonathan J. Cleaver, Superintendent 

J. Michael Malay, Business Administrator 

Tina Holmes, Asst. Business Administrator 

Timothy M. Tkach, Coordinator of Curriculum,  Instruction and Grants 

Sean LeDonne, Supervisor of Special Services 

Floyd Brown, Assistant Supervisor of Special Services 

Joseph Hauser, Supervisor of Plant Operations 

Craig Reichl, High School Principal 

Daniel Repsher, Asst. High School Principal 

Mark McGalla, Middle School Principal 

Michael DeAngelo, Asst. Middle School Principal 

Aaron Sebelin, Mahoning & Shull David Elementary Principal  

Suzanne Howland,  East Penn & Franklin Elementary Principal 

Kyle Spotts, Director of Student Services and Facilities Planning 

Important Dates 

11/28-29, 12/2/13 - Thanksgiving Holiday (No School) 

12/20/13 - Early Dismissal 

12/23-31, 1/1 - Winter Holiday (No School) 

1/20/14  - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (No School) 

2/14/14-2/17/14  - President’s Holiday (No School) 

3/10/14  - High School Parent Conferences 

3/21/14  - Tentative Act 80 Day—Early Dismissal 

4/16/14  - Early Dismissal 

4/17-21/14 - Spring Break (No School) 

 

 

 
Newsletter information: 
mwagner1@lehighton.org 

Lehighton Area School District  

East Penn Elementary 
610-377-6094 
610-577-1008 (fax) 
 
Franklin Elementary 
610-377-6163 
610-577-0067 (fax) 
 
Mahoning Elementary 
570-386-4678 
610-577-1009 (fax) 
 
Shull David Elementary 
610-377-7880 
610-377-0908 (fax) 
 
Lehighton Middle School 
610-377-6535 
610-377-6503 (fax) 
 
Lehighton High School 
610-377-6180 (main office) 
610-377-0303 (fax) 
610-377-7600 (guidance) 
610-377-1852 (fax) 
 
School Hours: 
Elem.  8:30 a.m.-3:10 p.m. 
M.S.    7:25 a.m.-2:14 p.m. 
H.S.    7:35 a.m.-2:20 p.m. 
Adm.  7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
George’s Bus 
Transportation 
610-377-5511 
 

L.A.S.D. 

1000 Union Street 
Lehighton, Pennsylvania 18235 
610-377-4490 (telephone) 
610-577-0032 (fax) 

Board of Directors  

Rocky Ahner, President 

Hal Resh, Vice President 

Andrew Yenser, Treasurer 

John Finnegan 

William Hill, Jr. 

Dave Krause 

Larry Stern 

Wayne Wentz 

Thomas Zimmerman, IV 

Atty. William Schwab, Solicitor 


