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Message from the Superintendent—NMyr. Jonathan |. Cleaver

Welcome back to school! This is a time of anticipation, excitement and a great deal of positive
energy from everyone involved. We are confident that this will prove to be another outstanding
year for the entire Lehighton Education Community.

As a district we are proud of our academic progress we have made over the past several years
and we have a staff that is committed to improve as we move forward. Our staff has worked
hard to help our students be successful, and they are to be commended for their hard work and
dedication they display for the betterment of our district.

As a family you play a key role in that success. Our students and schools want and need your
support and involvement to continue and assist in our strides to excellence. In order for us to
continue to improve and prepare our students for the future we need to partner together to help
guide in our students educational journeys. The research shows that family involvement will
promote student success which will in turn improve academic performance.

I could not be more proud of our entire district staff and their “COMMITMENT TO EXCEL-
LENCE” they have to ensure the success of all Lehighton Area School District students. I wish
everyone luck as we prepare for this upcoming school year and improve on our performance at
all levels.

Business Office—Mr. |. Michael Malay, Jr., Business Administrator

We would like to say welcome back to all the students and staff. We hope you have had a won-
derful summer, filled with excitement and fun.

The Business Office is pleased to announce the Voluntary Student Accident Insurance brochure
and enrollment forms are now available on the district website. Making this form available on
line is helping with the district goal of saving money by reducing paper copies and keeping with
the green theme.

Please make sure to check this information out. If you are interested in the Voluntary Student
Accident Insurance please follow these simple instructions.

On the district website please follow these steps; open Files and Documents a District a Forms,
you will find the information listed above in this area. Then simply print out the enrollment
form, fill it out with the choice you feel best and return it to your child’s school office. If you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Business Office at 610-377-4490. We
wish you a healthy, happy 2013-2014 school year.



INDIAN PRIDE PAGE 2

Curriculum & Instruction—DNMr. Timothy M. Tkach, Coordinator of Curriculum

Hello and welcome to another exciting school year in the Lehighton Area School District. We are going
through some changes and new curriculum initiatives this school year that will have a positive impact on the
students and community. As I begin to settle into this position, one thing I can assure you is that the profes-
sional and support staffs of this district are hard at work this summer and entire school year as we prepare to
instruct and support your child or children this coming school year. Our first priority is to provide a condu-
cive learning environment so all children can learn. We are providing professional training and support to
achieve and maintain this goal.

At the high school level, they continue to fine tune the curriculum and increase the rigor as we prepare our
students for the future whether it is post secondary educational opportunities or the work force. They are
making sure the curriculum is aligned with the state standards and PA Common Cores. In addition, they are
continuing to offer enrichment and remediation materials as they prepare their students for the Keystone
Exams in Algebra, English Language Arts, and Biology.

At the middle school and elementary levels we will continue with the PSSA’s for grades 3 through 8. The
staffs have been very busy this summer with rewriting the math and ELA curriculum for grades 3, 4, and 5
to make sure they align with the state mandate and PA Common Cores. In addition, we will be moving to a
new Math series for grades K-6. K-5 will be using enVisionMath and 6™ grade Digits. These series are de-
signed under the UDL (Universal Design Learning) method which allows multiple ways for the students to
be presented the information, provides multiple means of engagement, and multiple means of assessment.
Finally, the middle school will be doing a pilot program with CDT’s (Classroom Diagnostic Tools) with the
math and special education departments.. The information the teachers collect from these activities and pro-
grams will help drive data-based decision making that will meet the needs of the individual students at all
levels.

In addition, at all levels we will be making changes with regards to our software for assessment purposes
and supplemental curriculum needs. We will now be using Study Island, K-12; for supplemental curricu-
lum needs which is web-based and your child will have access to this program at all times. Also, we will be
using Renaissance STAR learning as our assessment software for grades K-12. We are making these
moves with the intent to simplify things for our students, parents, and staff but still get the best benefit for
all our students. The district and school board are making great financial investments in these programs to
provide additional opportunities for our children and we hope they take advantage of the opportunities being
presented to them on a daily basis. Please encourage your child to work hard every day and take advantage
of these programs because you can never take an education away from someone and this is the greatest way
to make something of yourself and provide a better future for yourself.

We are very proud of our students, parents, staff, and community. We are looking forward to another suc-
cessful year and working with our students, parents, and the Lehighton community. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at the Curriculum Office at 610-377-4490 Ext. 1540.
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Facilities Update—DMr. Joseph Hauser, Supervisor of Plant Operations

The start of the 2013-2014 school year has come about quickly. The summer work crews and regular staff
have worked very hard to restore our facilities with that fresh-look appearance. The Administration is proud
to be associated with all the staff and we say THANK YOU for a job very well done, for our students, staff,
and community.

Along with routine summer maintenance, the Lehighton Area School District has many capital projects that
have been completed or are near completion: Asbestos abatement has occurred at the East Penn and Mahon-
ing Elementary School. District staff has prepared these schools for the start of the school year. Carpet tile
has been installed in classroom areas. Many other floor areas have been painted. At the High School the
stage curtains in the auditorium have been replaced and the stage floor has been refinished. The locker rooms
floors have been refinished and whiteboards have been installed. At the Middle School Gymnasium volley-
ball courts/equipment has been installed. At Franklin Elementary the walking/physical education track has
been restored.

There are many other smaller maintenance projects that have been completed that are not listed.

Safety and Environmental Information:

The district will be complying with the new EPA/DEP water testing regulations starting in 2012. These reg-
ulations are for facilities supplied by on-site well water. The facilities are Mahoning Elementary, East Penn
Elementary, and the Field House.

The Asbestos Management Plan and inspection reports are on file at the District Administration Building in
office of the Supervisor of Plant Operations; as well as East Penn Elementary, Franklin Elementary, Mahon-
ing Elementary, Shull-David Elementary and the Middle School Main Offices.

Potable Water test results and reports are in compliance with DEP regulations and are on file at the District
Administration Building in the office of the Supervisor of Plant Operations.

Right to Know (Chemical Awareness) are annually updated. Information is located in the main office of
each school facility and in the office of the Supervisor of Plant Operations.

Lead Based Paint Inspection Reports are on file at the District Administration Building in the office of the
Supervisor of Plant Operations. The District is in accordance with 40CFR 745.225 EPA Lead Rule.

District-Wide Safety Committee-Safety is of the greatest importance to the District. For more information
contact the Supervisor of Plant Operations.

Fire Protection Systems (Main Building Systems, kitchen exhaust hoods and fire extinguishers) are inspect-
ed annually.



INDIAN PRIDE PAGE 4

Athletics—Kyle Spotts, Director of Student Services

I want to start off by welcoming everyone back to school and to the beginning of a great year!
The new year offers many opportunities to participate in athletic and/or extracurricular pro-
grams. I encourage all students to be involved in a program outside of the classroom. If you
are interested and seek further information please stop in my office.

Lehighton Athletics

Many exciting games are ahead for our fall sports! Please join us and
share in the INDIAN school spirit and support our teams. Our student-athletes and
coaches work very hard to achieve success. Let’s cheer them on! Remember always
cheer for the Indians and never against the opposing team or officials! Go Indians!

Mark your Calendar:

August 21 “Meet the Tribe” -6:30pm @ Football Stadium - Introduction of all
student-athletes and coaches participating in a Fall sports program, in-
cluding a performance by the Indian Band and cheerleaders. Admission is free but we encour-
age you to bring canned goods that will be donated to a local church.

August 30" First day of regular season competition for Fall sports.

October 12"  Homecoming

Athletic Information

Lehighton Athletics Website:  http://www.lehighton.org/athletics.cfm

The Lehighton Athletics Website is your hub for all Lehighton Athletics Information. Team schedules are
accessible off the main page of the athletics website.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or inquiries. My door is always
open.

I hope to see each one of you at a contest supporting our wonderful student-athletes and
coaches. Good luck and have a great year!



http://www.lehighton.org/athletics.cfm
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Special Services News—NMs. Sean LeDonne, Supervisor of Special Services

2013 Lehighton Summer Wellness Program

If you survey the students participating in The Lehighton Summer Wellness Program, you would easily con-
clude the program was an overwhelming success. Under the planning and guidance of Middle School teach-
ers Mrs. Quinn and Mr. Molchany, the program ran for four weeks from July 8 to August 2. Over 30 middle
-school aged students attended the program and 16 of those students attended for more than one week.

During the program’s four week schedule, students were able to explore and participate in a variety of well-
ness activities. Through partnerships with Baer Memorial Pool, The Pyramid, Mountain Karate, St. Luke’
Minersville Memorial Hospital, D&L Heritage Quarter and CrossFit TC Unplugged students were able to
identify and experience wellness opportunities within the Lehighton community. Hikes were conducted at
Beltzville, along the canal and on the D&L Trail in East Penn Township. Using the Lehighton Area School
District’s facilities, students participated in various team building games and activities.

Students were provided with articles on healthy habits and nutrition to educate them on living a healthy life-
style. The final day’s activities included blueberry picking at Semmel’s Farm and making healthy fruit and
yogurt parfaits at the East Penn Boat Launch.

A special thank you is given to all the community members that helped to support the program. Further
acknowledgement is given to Attorney William Schwab for providing scholarships to 10 students who would
not have been able to attend the program without financial assistance.

If you would like to read more about the Summer Wellness Program, please visit the Summer Wellness
Camp website at http://lehightonsummerwellness.weebly.com/. Here you can view the complete program,
student blogs and all the photos chronicling an exciting summer program.

We look forward to continuing the Lehighton Summer Wellness Program in 2014. Please look for infor-
mation next spring in our schools and on our district website.

Guidance News—L lementary

The elementary guidance counselors are excited about the new school year. They have planned many activi-
ties to promote student success and well being. Janene Holter from the attorney general’s office will be
speaking to grades 3 and 4 at Franklin and East Penn about cyber bullying on September 12*. Mountain Ka-
rate Academy will be doing a presentation on combating bullying to grades K through 4 at Franklin and East
Penn. We will also be celebrating Red Ribbon week with activities aimed at helping students understand the
dangers of drugs and alcohol and promoting healthy coping skills.


http://lehightonsummerwellness.weebly.com/
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Mahoning & Shull David Elementary—Mr. Aaron Sebelin, Principal

Shull-David and Mahoning Elementary Schools Welcome You Back to School!

It is a very exciting time as we approach the beginning of the 2013-14 school year. On behalf of the staff of
Shull-David and Mahoning Elementary Schools, I would like to welcome you “BACK TO SCHOOL!” We
are excited to start a new adventure with your children, and it is only with your support and cooperation that
your child/children will have a successful and prosperous school year.

School will begin on Tuesday, September 3 at 8:15 AM and dismiss at 3:10 PM._Your child’s regular attend-
ance and punctuality throughout the year is critical to academic success. It is important that the students un-
derstand the necessity of attending regularly to help them be successful in school and life.

Mahoning Elementary School completed phase one of the building project which included an asbestos abate-
ment project. All asbestos was removed from classrooms and office areas this summer. Chalkboards are be-
ing replaced with white dry erase boards and rooms have been carpet tiled in preparation of the start of the
school year. This is a very exciting time as we plan and look ahead to a fully renovated school building.

The project is calling for a new ground-source geothermal HVAC system, installation of energy efficient
lighting, and building thermal envelope upgrades. The project is anticipated to reduce energy consumption by
1,131,270 kBTU annually. In addition, new low-flow water fixtures will save the district 30 percent of the
building's annual water usage. Once completed, the Mahoning building will achieve the U.S. Green Building
Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, Gold certification. More information
will follow throughout the school year as to the next steps in the building project. So please excuse our mess
and be patient; keep the end in mind!

At the start of this school year you may notice some changes to our staff. We wish Mrs. Lewis a relaxing
retirement after over 40 years in our district. Mrs. Angela Swanson is our new 4™ grade teacher at Mahoning.
Shull-David will now support three 4™ grade classes. We welcome Miss Colleen Hoppes who joins our 4™
grade staff. Miss Megan Kibler will be shared between Mahoning and Shull-David Elementary Schools to
teach Title 1 Math. We know these changes will benefit our programs and look forward to new beginnings!

Our schools will continue many of the programs conducted in the past:

Grade level family luncheons

Student of the Month Lunch with the Principal
Student of the Month Assemblies
Intervention/Enrichment times

Use of technology in classrooms

Family events sponsored by the PTO

School Wide Celebrations

SHINE
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(Mahoning & Shull David continued)
We will also be working on the following initiatives:

Guided reading centers and other small group projects and activities during I/E
Adoption of a new math series (Envision)

Using the Study Island computer program

Focusing on common core standards

Collaborating with ESU literacy coaches in primary grades to promote guided reading

On August 26, we will be conducting “Meet the Teacher” from 5-8 P.M. This is a night that you can come
in and meet your child’s teacher and the staff that will be working with your child. Please save the date and
make it a priority to attend this important event at your child’s school.

On the first day of school your child will receive your Student-Parent School Handbook and a packet of in-
formation and forms. I urge you to read the handbook with your child, and please return the last page to
school with your signatures on it. Please complete ALL forms and return them to the school office as soon
as possible.

As always if you ever have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at 610-377-7880 (SD) or
570-386-4678 (MA). Have a wonderful year!

Technology News—Mr. Marcus A. Statham, I.T. Director

I.T. 1s always busy during the summer. Here’s a sample of what was done:

Update Apple laptops at the High School

Update the Windows laptops at the Middle School

Update the Windows laptops at the Elementary School

Increase memory in the High School and Middle School file servers
Upgrade access points (wireless network) at the Middle School and Administration Building
Install new PCs in the East Penn Elementary computer lab
Archive student files

Update to the district's by-pass filter

Add new apps to the Middle School iPads

Support summer school programs

Support teachers' professional development classes

e Reorganize the server room at the Administration Building
e Support the district auction

e Roll-over student accounts
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FEast Penn & Franklin Elementary—DNMrs. Suzanne Howland, Principal

The 2013-2014 school year is off to a great start filled with rigorous teaching, learning and community cen-
tered events. East Penn elementary completed phase one of their asbestos abatement project. All asbestos
was removed from classrooms and office areas this summer. Chalkboards are being replaced with white dry
erase boards and rooms have been carpet tiled in preparation of the start of the school year. This is a very
exciting time as we plan and look ahead to a new state of the art facility.

The project is calling for a new ground-source geothermal HVAC system, installation of energy efficient
lighting, and building thermal envelope upgrades. The project is anticipated to reduce energy consumption by
1,131,270 kBTU annually.

In addition, new low-flow water fixtures will save the district 30 percent of the building's annual water usage.
Once completed, the East Penn building will achieve the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design, or LEED, Gold certification.

This year we are continuing to roll out our elementary reading initiative by balancing our literacy program
with research based strategies in all grades Kindergarten through fourth. We have purchased a new math se-
ries, envision MATH, published by Pearson Education, Inc. enVision is a core curriculum for students in kin-
dergarten through grade 6. The program seeks to help students develop an understanding of math concepts
through problem-based instruction, small-group interaction, and visual learning with a focus on reasoning and
modeling. Differentiated instruction and ongoing assessment are used to meet the needs of students at all abil-
ity levels.

We are looking forward to our PTO fundraiser, the Race for Brilliance on Friday, November 1, 2013 merging
East Penn and Franklin PTO’s. The Race for Education program is an annual jog-a-thon, which involves stu-
dents and staff, walking and/or jogging around the Franklin track for one hour. The event will be held to
raise funds separately for schools field trips, technology, interactive smart boards, etc.

Franklin and East Penn will continue reinforcing our TRIBE PRIDE Oath and school behavior matrix through
positive behavior support. The Oath was developed prior to the start of the 2012-2013 school year, with con-
tributions from staff and PTO from both buildings. All students and staff in both buildings will sign the oath
and a display will be located in the entrance to the buildings. It stands for:

I will

Need to

Do my Best

I will

Always treat People and Property with Respect
Never put

Staff of Students Down

The Oath and Behavioral Matrix can be found on the building websites.
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(East Penn & Franklin continued)

We welcome Angela Harris—East Penn and Franklin Librarian, Mary Barilla--East Penn Third grade, Jessica
Grasso-- East Penn Third grade, Lucyna Godek -- East Penn Special Education Para, Rene Garrison-- Frank-

lin Special Education Para and Joseph Zarelli—Franklin Speech Therapist. All have done a great job engag-
ing their new students and promoting a positive educational climate. We like to congratulate Lindsey Houser,
Christina Haupt and Michele Kirsch on the arrival of their new babies.

As always, our teachers and staff remain fully dedicated to educating our children utilizing new technology,
new curriculum strategies and unmatched enthusiasm. We encourage parent involvement at all levels, espe-
cially via the PTO. We want all parents to realize that learning does not stop at 3:15pm when our students
leave the building.

Middle School News—Dr. Mark McGalla, Principal

Welcome Back!

Our Lehighton Area Middle School staff is excited to begin another school year! We have worked hard this
summer preparing many educational opportunities for our students. This year, the schedule has changed to
allow for increased time spent on core academics. Consequently, we will no longer have a Homeroom pe-
riod. Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies will now be 60 minutes long. We will continue to
have four separate lunches for each grade level and we will be utilizing a day 3 schedule as follows:

Day 1 - Band/Enrichment

Day 2 - Chorus/Enrichment

Day 3 - Enrichment

For your calendar:

September 3 (Tuesday) - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Doors will open at 7:05 a.m., which is five minutes earlier than last year. Classes begin at 7:25 a.m.
October 1 (Tuesday) - Barksdale Photographers will be at LAMS for school photographs.

October 14" — In-service Day — NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

November 25, 26 and 27 - Early Dismissal Days — LAMS will dismiss at 12:14 PM. Parent Teacher Con-
ferences will occur. Note that evening hour conferences from 6-8:30 PM will occur on Nov 26™.

Communications:

Please check the LAMS website at http://www.lehighton.org/MiddleSchool.cfm?subpage=312027 for up-
dated information. Our teachers and office staff work extremely hard to keep information current. Always
check out the Daily Bulletin, which is the first category underneath the “Quick Links.” This section is up-
dated on a daily basis with regards to school-wide events. Also, you will find your child’s homework in this
section (in case he/she is absent or you want to ensure your child is staying on top of his/her studies).

Best of luck to all Lehighton Area Middle School Students for an outstanding 2013-2014 school year!


http://www.lehighton.org/MiddleSchool.cfm?subpage=312027
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High School News—AMr. Craig Reichl, Principal

Hello, and welcome to the start of the 2013-14 school year at Lehighton Area High School. I hope every-
one’s summer was relaxing and you spent quality time with your family and friends. We are extremely excit-
ed for the beginning of the year and to continue the successes from last year.

The staff and students have worked hard to provide many opportunities for learning and fun throughout 2013-
14. With all the events we have scheduled please use the High School website for the most updated infor-
mation. We will also start a High School Twitter account, (lehightonhighschoolsc), so community members
can follow us for reminders and changes in schedules. We will make a concerted effort to provide the most
updated information to our families so everyone feels welcome and a part of the school.

Keystone Scores

The State of Pennsylvania no longer uses the PSSAs for high school students to determine Annual Yearly
Progress. As I’m sure you are aware, beginning with the class of 2017, all students must be Advanced/
Proficient in Biology, Literature and Algebra I on the Keystone Exams in order to graduate. The graduating
classes prior to 2017 must be Advanced or Proficient in Algebra I and Literature to be eligible for graduation,
per LASD Policy 217.

The initial raw Winter and Spring scores were released for the new Biology, Algebra I and Language Arts
Keystone Exams from the 2012-13 school year. Lehighton’s scores in all three content areas are above pre-
vious years PSSA scores! Our 11™ grade Algebra scores were 68% Advanced/Proficient. Our 9" graders that
took the exam were already at 59% Advanced/Proficient. We have made some significant changes in course
sequencing over the past year to ensure student growth and are confident our Algebra scores will increase. In
Biology our score was 62%. Those students that did not meet the expectations will participate in remediation
during Enrichment prior to the re-test in the Winter. The Literature scores were 81% Advanced/Proficient
and is the highest score we’ve achieved so far. The hard work of our staff and students has paid in dividends.

We will continue to put our focus into evaluating, updating, and improving our curriculum to meet and ex-
ceed the state standards. We will strive to increase the level of learning for all students at Lehighton Area
High School and prepare them for college, employment, and life. This is a total team effort and we need your
support, involvement, and parental guidance, more now than ever before, if we want to see their continued
success through their high school years.

Drug and Alcohol

On Tuesday, September 24", 2013 at 6:30 pm there will be a program sponsored by Drug Free Pennsylvania
in the high school auditorium. Richard Miller Jr., the Educational Programs Director will be providing the
program Straight Talk for Parents Seminar Program. If you are a parent, grandparent and/or caregiver for
school aged children, this seminar can provide you with useful information you should not be without! Let us
help you be prepared!

Staff

We had some staff changes over the summer. Mr. Marushak, Mr. Hakim, Mr. Hluschak, and Ms. Beck all have
moved to positions out of the district and we wish them the best and thank them for their service. After an ex-
haustive search we hired excellent candidates to work with our kids. Mr. Bond will be our Technology/Wood
Shop instructor and Mr. Miller was hired as a Business/Computer teacher. Please welcome them to the Lehighton
family!
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Music News—High School & Middle School

Date***
10/17/13
11/20/13
12/5/13
12/8/13
12/10-15/13
12/17/13
12/18/13
12/19/13
1/9-11/14
1/23-25/14
2/6-8/14
2/5-8/14
2/11/14 & 2/12/14
2/13-15/14
2/27/14-3/1/14
3/4/14
3/5/14
3/7/14
3/7-9/14
3/14/14
3/22/14
4/3-5/14
4/26-29/14
5/18/14
5/29/14
5/22/14

Time ***
3-6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

***Dates and Times are subject to change.

Event

Kauffman's Chicken BBQ HS Cafeteria
Carbon County Chorus - Panther Valley HS
HS Christmas Choral Concert

HS Christmas Choral Concert Snow Date
HS Chorus trip to Disney

M.S. Winter Concert (band/chorus)

M.S. Concert Snow Date

HS Winter Band Concert

PMEA District Chorus - Daniel Boone HS
PMEA District Orchestra - Wilson West Lawn HS
PMEA District Band - TBA

ACDA All-Eastern Choirs, Baltimore, MD
M.S. Musical "Once Upon A Mattress"
PMEA Regional Chorus, TBA

PMEA Regional Orchestra, Easton Area HS
MIOSM Concert (bands and show choirs) @ MS
MIOSM Snow Date

PMEA District 10 Intermediate Band Fest
PMEA Regional Band, Bangor HS

HS Mid-Winter Choral Concert

HS Dinner Show/Cabaret (chorus)

M.S. Music Express trip to Washington D.C.
PMEA All-State Ensembles/Conference

HS Spring Choral Pops Concert

M.S. Spring Choral Concert

HS Jazz Band Concert
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M.S. 7:25am.-2:14 p.m.
H.S. 7:35a.m.-2:20 p.m.
Adm. 7:30 2.m.-4:00 p.m.

George’s Bus

Transportation
610-377-5511

L.A.S.D

Important Dates

8/21/13 - Meet the Tribe - 6:30-8:00 p.m.
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8/26/13 - Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
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8/29/13 - MS & HS Meet the Teacher - 5:00-8:00 p.m.

9/2/13 - Labor Day Holiday
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10/2/13 - Student Progress Reports

10/14/13 - Teacher In-Setrvice (No School for Students)
HS - Parent/Teacher Conferences (Evening)

10/28/13 - Board Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

11/25,26,27/13 - Parent/Teacher Conferences (Eatly Dismissal for Students)

11/28-29,12/2/13- Thanksgiving Holiday (No School)
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12/23-31,1/1 - Winter Holiday (No School)

1/20/14 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (No School)
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