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Shorecrest Student Among 50 
Nationwide Featured in Exhibit
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Five Shoreline Students Selected 
as National Merit Semifinalists 

Five Shoreline students have 
been selected as National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalists.

Shorewood High School’s 
Wolfgang Erhart, Kyla Johnson 
and Yubi Mamiya, and Shorecrest 
High School’s Beckham Davis and 
Rohan Wassink were selected for 
the prestigious recognition.

Of the over 1.5 million students who 
entered the 2022 National Merit 
Scholarship Program by taking 
the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
as juniors, only 16,000 become 
semifinalists. The semifinalists 
represent less than one percent of 
U.S. high school seniors. 

Shoreline’s five semifinalists now 
have the opportunity to compete 
for Merit Scholarship awards by 
qualifying as a National Merit 
Finalist in February. About 7,600 
Merit Scholarships worth more 
than $30 million will be awarded in 
this spring.
All five students have plans to 

attend four-year universities after 
high school and, in addition to 
excelling in the classroom, each are 
active in extracurricular clubs and 
activities at their schools. 
 
Davis is a captain on Shorecrest’s 
soccer team, has played basketball 
and club soccer, and enjoys 
volunteer work. After graduation, 
he plans to study applied 
mathematics. 

Erhart plays on the Shorewood 
football and golf teams, and is 
a captain on the Shorewood 
Drumline. He also participates 
in an annual medical mission to 
remote parts of Mexico where he 
assists in surgeries and setting up 
water filtration systems. He plans 
to study global health.

Johnson is a captain for the 
Shorewood cross-country team, 
runs on the track and field 
team, and plays the clarinet in 
the marching band and wind 
ensemble. She is also vice 
president on the school’s science 

club and volunteers for a number 
of organizations, including serving 
as a tutor for elementary students. 
She plans to study in a STEM field.

Mamiya is president of the 
Shorewood Science Club, a 
captain on the track and field team, 
member of the cross-country team 
and a senior class justice. She is 
one of two student representatives 
on the Shoreline School Board of 
Directors and also volunteers as 
a tutor. She plans to pursue an 
interdisciplinary study in science 
and humanities.

Wassink is a drum major and 
member of the Shorecrest 
Marching Band, runs cross-
country and is an officer in the 
schools DECA and science clubs. 
He also volunteers through his 
church. He plans to study applied 
mathematics.

Join us in congratulating each of 
them and wishing them well in all 
of their future plans and endeavors!

Beckham Davis
Shorecrest

Wolfgang Erhart
Shorewood

Kyla Johnson
Shorewood

Yubi Mamiya
Shorewood

Rohan Wassink
Shorecrest

National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists have the opportunity to for Merit National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists have the opportunity to for Merit 
Scholarship awards by qualifying as National Merit Finalists in FebruaryScholarship awards by qualifying as National Merit Finalists in February
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Cohen and Williams 
Re-Elected to School 
Board, New Board 
Officers Selected

Shoreline School Board Members 
Emily Williams and Dr. Sarah 
Cohen were recently re-elected 
to their positions representing 
Districts 2 and 3 respectively. 

“I am honored and excited to 
continue serving on the Shoreline 
School Board,” said Cohen. 
“This is a time with many new 
challenges, but I’m excited to face 
them together with Shoreline's 
amazing students, staff, and 
community and keep working to 
make our schools a great place for 
everyone.”

“I'm incredibly excited to embark 
on this journey on the Shoreline 
School Board and to move 

forward in the work of our two 
equity-focused resolutions: the 
implementation of ethnic studies 
and the anti-racism policy,” said 
Williams. “I'm thankful to the 
voters who have entrusted me to 
lead and look forward to working 
alongside my board colleagues 
to center the racial equity needs 
of our students in policy and 
resource decision-making.”

At the December 7, 2021 board 
meeting, both took their oath of 
office for their four-year terms.

During the same meeting, the 
School Board held their annual 
board reorganization. Director 
Dr. Rebeca Rivera was elected 

president and Director Emily 
Williams vice-president. Director 
Sara Betnel was also voted to 
continue her role as the board’s 
legislative representative.

Join us in thanking our entire 
school board for all they do to 
lead, support and advocate for 
our students, staff, families and 
schools! 

You can learn more about our 
school board, find meeting 
agendas, minutes, recordings 
and more on our School 
Board webpage at www.
shorelineschools.org/schoolboard.

Dr. Sarah Cohen Emily Williams

During annual board officer reorganization, Shoreline School Board elected  During annual board officer reorganization, Shoreline School Board elected 
Dr. Rebeca Rivera Board President and Emily Williams Vice-PresidentDr. Rebeca Rivera Board President and Emily Williams Vice-President
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The Shorecrest High School Interact 
Club recently received some well-
deserved recognition for all of 
their volunteer efforts across our 
community. On December 1, 2021, 
the North Urban Human Services 
Alliance (NUHSA) presented them 
with the Youth Human Services 
Leadership Award at NUHSA’s 2021 
Human Services Awards. 

The Interact Club, sponsored and 
supported by the Rotary Club of 
Lake Forest Park, was selected 
for the prestigious honor because 
of their wide array of community 

service projects that they have 
continued to engage in throughout 
the pandemic.

“We’ve been really lucky that we’ve 
been able to do so much during the 
pandemic,” said Shorecrest Interact 
Club President Lacy George, a 
senior who is in her second year as 
president of the club of more than 
60 other students.

Those projects included writing 
over 700 letters encouraging people 
to vote, writing positive notes to 
veterans and people in nursing 

homes, several clean-up parties at 
Hamlin Park, volunteering over 300 
hours at the North Helpline food 
bank, and making over 40 blankets 
for Mary's Place homeless shelter.

“We hope that these projects 
can help strengthen our sense of 
community both within the club 
and beyond,” added George. “It 
was really hard to feel connected 
to others during the pandemic, so 
doing little things for the people 
around us was a really nice way to 
stay involved.”

Shorecrest Interact Club Honored 
with Human Services Award

Photos L-R: Group photo of ons of Shorecrest Interact Club's weekly meetings; Teja Raichur on her way to drop off letters for Operation 
Gratitude, a program sponsoring appreciation letters for veterans and active-duty military members; Andrew Miner and Teddy Lim at 
North Helpline's food bank packing take homes boxes that are delivered to neighbors; Liya Ogbatsion, Delina Teklay, Marta Ogbatsion 
picking up trash at a Hamlin Park cleanup.
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If you’ve been to or watched a 
school board meeting this school 
year, you may have noticed two 
high school seniors sitting among 
the school board. Those are the 
student representatives to the 
Shoreline School Board, Yubi 
Mamiya (Shorewood) and Sky Stark 
(Shorecrest). They serve on the school 
board with the goal of increasing 
student voice and engagement on the 
board and providing a direct line of 
communication to how decisions and 
discussions that happen at the school 
board level may impact students.

“The role of student representative 
is an important one,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Susana Reyes. 
“Yubi and Sky offer input and 
perspectives on the topics that come 
before the school board, which is 
incredibly valuable in providing a 
student-centered lens on issues that 
impact students and the broader 
school community.”

While student representatives do 
not vote on items that come before 
the school board, Mamiya and 
Stark attend board meetings and 
study sessions, receive and review 
copies of meeting agendas, minutes, 
presentations and other relevant 
information, and contribute to board 
discussions by providing insight, 
questions and perspective. They also 

report to their peers about the work 
of the board and district activities and 
report back to the school board on 
events and issues that students are 
engaged in.

“I believe that young people deserve 
to shape the policies and decisions 
impacting them,” said Mamiya. “As 
a student representative, my goal is 
to provide an opportunity for young 
people to be more civically engaged in 
their local government. I'm particularly 
focused on reaching out to BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous and People of 
Color) students and students from 
low-income families in order to show 
them that their voice has an impact in 
their community.”

Stark, who uses the pronouns they 
and them, has also made it a goal to 
connect the work of the school board 
to students. “I’ve worked to introduce 
the board, superintendent and other 
leaders in our community to our 
student leaders to bring people into 
the enter the conversation,” they said. 
“It’s allowed for more constructive 
problem-solving and elevating student 
voices on the issues that affect us.”

In addition to their roles as student 
representatives, Mamiya and Stark are 
also very active and engaged students 
at their high schools. 

Mamiya is the president of the 
Shorewood Science Club, a captain 
on the Shorewood Track and Field 
Team, Shorewood ASB Chief Justice, 
youth ambassador at the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, intern at 
University of Washington’s Institute of 
Learning and Brain Sciences, and a 
competitive pianist. 

After graduation, Mamiya plans to 
go to college to study computer 
science, neuroscience and political 
science. She hopes to pursue an 
interdisciplinary study to create 
technologies for addressing global 
issues and advocating for policies that 
funds technology for underserved 
communities.

Stark is the co-president of the 
Shorecrest Debate Club, vice 
president of the Shorecrest 
Newspaper Club, member of the 
Shorecrest Yearbook staff and their 
liaison to the ASB. They also help out 
with a number of interactive student 
events and activities. 

After high school, Stark plans to attend 
college and major in either political 
economics or general economics, with 
a pre-law track of study. They then 
plan to attend law school, and possibly 
also earn a doctoral degree, before 
entering a public service-focused 
career field.

School Board Student
Reps Bring Student 
Voice to the Table
Seniors Yubi Mamiya and Sky Stark Seniors Yubi Mamiya and Sky Stark 
bring student-centered input and bring student-centered input and 
perspectives to decision-makingperspectives to decision-making

Yubi Mamiya
Shorewood

Sky Stark
Shorewood
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KNOW

Online Feedback Form
Have a question, compliment or concern?

Visit our “Let Us Know” online feedback 
form at: www.shorelineschools.org/feedback

Throughout the pandemic, students 
and teachers across the globe have 
become very familiar with video 
conferencing software, such as 
Zoom. 

Students and staff in Toby Dederick 
and Kurt Thompson’s 8th-grade 
Japanese classes at Einstein and 
Kellogg Middle Schools put that 
knowledge to global use when they 
held an after-school Zoom Exchange 
with a Japanese middle school 
class located in Mutsu City, Aomori 

Prefecture on December 9, 2021. 

As the Einstein and Kellogg students 
entered the Zoom Exchange, the 
students from Chikagawa Junior 
High School sang their school song 
to welcome them. The students then 
went into breakout rooms to do a 
number of activities. 

The Kellogg and Einstein students 
spoke in Japanese and the 
Chikagawa students in English. The 
students first introduced themselves 

then asked each other a series of 
questions to get practice in speaking 
the language with native speakers. 
Next, the Chikagawa students did 
a cultural presentation, and our 
students shared something from 
their homes. Finally, everyone had 
a blast playing several rounds of 
Pictionary in Japanese and English. 

The exchange was such a success 
that the schools will have their 7th-
grade Japanese classes participate in 
one this spring.

Middle School 
Japanese Classes Use 
Video Conferencing 
to Connect with 
Classrooms in Japan
Students Zoom across the globe Students Zoom across the globe 
to practice their Japanese and to practice their Japanese and 
interact with students from Japaninteract with students from Japan Students from Einstein and Kellogg Middle Schools held a Zoom Exchange 

with students from Chikagawa Junior High School in Mutsu City, Japan.
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