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sitting at my desk in the Dean of Students office looking out the window

I 
as MCI "comes to life" for another day. Students, staff and faculty are

I making their way to classrooms and offices. I know many of the things that
will happen today: classes will be taught, athletes will compete, dozens of
meetings will take place, parents will be called and, hopefully, through it all,
MCI's mission of providing a "rigorous, comprehensive educational program to a
multicultural student body with a wide range of abilities and interests" will be
accomplished. MCI also pledges to provide "...a safe and caring atmosphere
where students will acquire knowledge, self-esteem, social responsibility and the
critical thinking and communication skills necessary for global citizenship and
lifelong learning."

As I complete my first year as Dean of Students, I look at this mission
statement on my office wall to remind myself that my role here is much more
than just being responsible for attendance and discipline.
To be taking care of these issues only would make my
world much too small. This is because in every student
with an attendance or disciplinary problem there is a
larger story of family, community and cultural
characteristics which impact how students live, learn,
grow and relate. It would be easy to write this article
and focus on how often a student is late or absent.
Flowever, I've decided to take a more pro-active
approach and write about my own attitude
relative to young people and how we can help
them grow into the men and women that our
world needs.

It is my basic premise that anyone who
works with young people must love them. No

...continued on page 3
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:' I Central Institute and resounded through the Northeast.
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I This year there are 67 students participating in the
school's band and 68 singing in the chorus. Three of MCI's music
groups achieved high ratings at this year's Maine StateJazz
Festivals; individual students auditioned for and were accepted
into a number of All-State music groups and 88 musicians
traveled to New York City for a major festival competition in late
April. Several MCI students were accepted into prestigious
Portland area music ensembles. In April two nationally-known
musicians visited the campus to work with students.

For six consecutive years, the Vocal Jazz Ensemble has
excelled at the State level, earning either first or second place
honors. This year the outstanding group received a I Rating un6{
earned second place in Division II at the Maine StateJazz
Festival. On April 29, at the Festivals of Music: New York Festival,
the group was awarded first place with a Superior Rating in the

Jazz Swing Choir Class.
Receiving a I Rating and fifth place in Division II at the

Maine State Instrumental Jazz Festival was MCI's Jazz Combo.
TheJazz Band scored a fifth place in Division III at the Maine
State Instrumental Jazz Festival in March and placed second in
Class AA, with a Good Rating, at the NYC festival.

Performing W. Francis McBeth's "Chant & Jubilo" and

"Cross Creek" by Carl Strommen, the school's Concert Band
earned a wonderful second place and an Excellent Rating in Class
A at the Festivals of Music: New York Festival.

At the New York City festival, Maine Central Institute's
Concert Choir won the Class A first place and an Excellent
Rating for its exceptional performance of Mozart's "Ave Verum
Corpus" and "Duerme Negrito" by Atahualpa Yupanqui.

Individual music achievements include those of MCI senior
Abbi Fendler, who plays French horn, and her sister Rachel, a
junior at MCI who performs on the euphonium; the girls were

accepted as members of the Portland Youth Wind Ensemble. Abbi
also auditioned for and will be playing with the Portland Youth

Symphony Orchestra and was selected for the All- State Orchestr.. ;
Rachel was chosen for All-State Band. They are the daughters of
Mr. Michael Fendler and Ms. Melinda Loveitt of Pittsfield.
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Alto saxaphonist Jasmine Jones, a iunior at the school and the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jones of Pittsfield, also was
accepted as a member of the Portland Youth Wind Ensemble.

Jason Cook received the highest score awarded to a tenor for
his audition to the All State Jazz Festival Choir in January. Jason
is also a percussionist and has been selected for the All State
Band Festival to be held this May. A member of the class of 2001.,
Jason is the son of Mr. David Cook and Ms. Ioann Cook of
Pittsfield.

Christina Moyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Moyer of
Pittsfield, was selected for the alto section of the All State chorus.
Christina has been named Salutatorian of the Class of 2000 at
MCI and is a National Merit Finalist.

Violinist Molly Gawler, a ninth grader from Belgrade who is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Gawler, auditioned and was
selected for the All State Orchestra.

Named the Most outstanding Male vocalist for the Division II
Jazz Choir at the Maine StateJazz Festival was junior class
member Aaron Becker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ieffrey Becker of
Pittsfield. Aaron sings bass.

On April 11, Roosevelt Andre Credit, international performer

J-,' rnd cast member of the Tony Award-winning Broadway musica*l
Urro*uoat, worked with the concert choir in a workshop setting

before the group's appearance in New York the end of the month.
Two days later, Gary Wittner, well-known jazz guitarist who has
adapted the music of famed jazz musician Thelonius Monk to the
guitaq spent a day on campus lecturing and performing for
humanities and Music Department students. His appearance in
Pittsfield culminated in an evening concert. tf

I ohn M ar quis...continued

good will ever come from a teacher, a dean or a headmaster who
does not love the young people he or she serves. A student who
perceives love will respond in a positive way when confronted by
rules and disciplinary measures. I always try to explain to students
something that is very difficult for them to understand at this point
in their lives. That is, our rules and policies at MCI are not only for
now, at this school, but also expectations for all their lives, when
they are in college, working at a job or raising a family.

MCI's work is really about honesty, the formation of character,
respecting self and others, valuing differences. Establishing a good
work ethic are lifelong attributes and expectations. Hopefully, these
begin at home. Most certainly, they are taught here.

I keep reminding myself of how important it is to realize the
larger context of society and culture from which our students come.
We confront this "larger picture" when students don,t expect any
consequences for making bad choices. We confront the culture
when we expect students to take responsibility for their actions. we
would ill-serve our students if we, individually and as a school, did
not uphold these expectations and standards.

It is my hope that many of our students will want to become
teachers in future years. They have had the experience at MCI of
having dedicated and talented teachers who love to teach. It is also
my hope that parents will continue to support our teachers and staff
in the daily task of teaching and challenging, correcting and
affirming every young person who walks onto our campus. One of
these operating principles at MCI is that we base all decisions on the
best interest of the student involved and a decision's impact on the
student body. The challenge for us is to do this in a balanced and
deliberate fashion for the individual and the common good. tf
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ompeting against approximately 7,000 school winners from throughout the

United States, Ethan Ross '00, son of David and Tracye Caldwell Fortin '81 of

Pittsfield, is among 150 other winners across the country to be awarded a

Principals' Leadership Award Scholarship in the amount of $1,000. These awards are

given as part of National Student Leadership Week, April1.6-22, 2000, sponsored by

the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and Herff Jones, Inc.

Principals in high schools throughout the country were asked to nominate one of

their student leaders. Nominees were selected based on their leadership skills, their

participation in service organizations and clubs, their achievements in the arts and

sciences, their employment experience and their academic record. They also were

required to write an essay.
Doug Cummings, Head of School, indicates that, "Ethan is an extremely

determined young man. He holds many leadership roles here at MCI including

Student Council President, vice-president of National Honor Society and captain of

the basketball team, as well as being involved in peewee basketball and Little League

baseball. He also has received awards in history, biology, Spanish and been the

recipient of the Xerox Award. He was selected as the Maine delegate to attend the

World Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C., as well as being a Manson \
Essayist and Boys State delegate," said Cummings. J,

NASSP is the nation's largest school leadership organization, lepresenting more

than 41,000 middle level and high schools.

J.

Ethan Ross Receives Principals'

{

Ethan Ross, recipient ofthe Principals' Leadership Scholarship
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lennifer Cummings n&med as

Jennifer 
Cummings, daughter of Doug and Lori

I 
Cummings of Pittsfield, has been named as MCI's

I ambassador to the 2000 Hugh O'Brian Youth
vFoundation (HOBY) Leadership Seminar, which is the
nation's only program exclusively for high school
sophomores sponsored by the National Association of
Secondary School Principals (NASSP). The criterion for
nomination includes leadership, concern and sensitivity
for others and the desire to learn and share knowledge
with others.

Jennifer is Sophomore Class Secretary and Student
Council member; she is involved in many activities
including soccer, basketball, softball, drama, chorus, band
and pianist for the vocal jazz ensemble.

This springJennifer will attend a leadership seminar
with other high school sophomores from the state of
Maine. During the state seminar, one young woman and

e. one young man will be selected to attend the all-expense
qy paid, weeklong HOBY World Leadership Congress, which

will take place this summer.

ike Thompson, son of Ken and Peggy Thompson
of Pittsfield, has been selected to receive the
2000 Principal's Award. The award, sponsored

by the Maine Principals'Association, is given in
recognition of a high school senior's academic
achievement and citizenship.

"Throughout his years at Maine Central lnstitute, Mike
has distinguished himself in the classroom, on the playing
field, in theater and in music. He is always a leader making
wonderful contributions to the total school," Head of
School Doug Cummings noted.

Mike is the vice-president of the Student Council and a
member of National Honor Society. He is also a key
member of the soccer and ski teams, theater group and jazz
band. Mike also serves as the vocal jazz manager and
Bossov Ballet stage manager.

The Principal's Award is presented in more than 130
Maine public and private high schools by member
principals of the MPA, the professional association which
represents Maine's school administrators.

Mike Thompson Receives
HOBY Leader ship Amb as sador MPA Principal's Award



e Central Institute kn
he announcement of honor parts is always an exciting and very rewarding

time for everyone at Maine Central Institute. It is a time to celebrate the

achievement, not only of these five young people, but also the extraordinary

effort they have put forth along with the work of their faculty to achieve this high

level of academic success.

Please join the entire MCI family in congratulating this wonderful group of

young people which includes Valedictorian Emily Collier, daughter of Russ and Terry

Collier of Pittsfield, and Salutatorian Christina Moyer, daughter of Norman and

Martha Moyer of Pittsfield. These two young women are not only at the top of their

graduating class at MCI but they both have been named National Merit Finalists.

This prestigious award is given to those students who are in the top one percent

academically in the country. The honor parts include: First Honor Essayist Kyle

Crabtree, son of Ted and Brenda Crabtree of Pittsfield; Second Honor Essayist Ethan

Ross, son of David and Tracye Fortin of Pittsfield; Third Honor Essayist Hillaty

Stevens, daughter of Alan and Joanne Stevens of Pittsfield.

{-

Emily A. Collier
Outing Club 9; Math Team 10-

12; Key Club 11-12; Prize

Speaking 10; National Honor

Society 10-12; Highest Honors 9-

72;Math Award 9-11; Biology

Award 10; Chemistry Award 11;

Spanish Award 10; Att Award 10;

Maine Scholars Achievement 11;

Parks Award 11; Renssalaer

Medalist 11; Timothy Award 10;

National Merit Finalist 12.

Christina C. Moyer
Outing Clnb 9-72; Math Team

77-12; Book Discussion Group 9-

12; Haystack Young Witers 11;

Tennis 9-12; National Honor

Society II-12; J azz Chorus 9 -I2;

Jazz Band 9 -72; Jazz Combo 1 2;

Highest Honors 9-12; Music

Composition Award 10; Chorus

Award 11; Biology Award 10;

Math Award 9-11; LIFE Skil ls

Award 9; History Award 10;

English Award 10-11; French

Award 11; National Merit Finalist

12; Manson Essay Finalist 11;

Prizespeaking 9-10.

4

VALEDICTORIAN SALUTATORIAN



nvunces Honor Parts 2000
The policy as developed by the academic department heads at the school in regard to

honor parts is quite simple. The five honor parts recognized are valedictorian, salutatorian,
first, second and third honor essayists.

The awards are based upon the academic average of their semester grades for the first seven
semesters of their attendance in high school. In addition, the honor part recipients must be in
attendance at Maine Central Institute during the last three semesters of the total seven. This
policy was enacted by the academic department heads during the school year 1"996-97.

In addition, it has been agreed that there can be a tie. A tie is determined when the
average of two individuals is within five one hundredths of a point of one another. If that tie
occurs from the valedictorian through the second honor essayist, there will stitt remain only
five participants. If the tie is for the third honor essayist, there will be six participants.

All of the honor part participants will be seated on stage at Commencement on June 4 and,
Valedictorian Emily Collier and Salutatorian Christina Moyer will make oral presentations.

We are very excited and hope others will applaud these young people as well as all of the
graduates of the Class of 2000 for their academic achievements. !f

f

S/ FIRST HONOR ESSAYIST

Kyle E. Crabtree
Highest Honors 9 -12; Math
Team 77-72; Math Peer Tutor
II-72; Maine Scholars
Achievement Award 11; First
Place Manson Essay Contest
11; National Honor Society
77-12; LIFE Skills Award 9;
French Award 10-11; History
Award 1L; Perfect Attendance
9-10; French Club 12.

Ethan M. Ross
Student Council 9 -I2, Vtce-
President 1 1, President 1,2;
Spanish Club 9-11; Diversity
Week Master of Ceremony 72;
Science Club 9-10; Math Team
9-I2;MCI Hugh O'Brien
Delegate 10; Varsity Basketbail
9-72, Captain 12; Highest
Honors 9 -12; Leadership
Conference 9-10; Math Tutor
17-1,2; Maine Scholars Award
11; Student of the Month 9-12;
Perfect Attendance 9; Herff

Jones Principal's Leadership
Award 12.

Hillary P. Stevens
Key Club 9; Student Council
l0-I2, Secretary 12; National
Honor Society 10-12, Secretary
12; Drama 9 -12; J azz Band 9 -72;

Math Team 9-I2;Photo Club 9;
Spanish Club 9-11; Spain
Traveler 11; Field Hockey 9-12,
Captain 72;Math Peer Tutor
11-72; Psychology Award 10;
Math Award 11; Student of the
Month 9-70, L2; Kennebec
Valley Honors Band 9-10;
Kennebec Valley Athletic
Conference Academic All-Star
Team l2;Thomas College
Leadership Conference 10; DARE
Mentor 9; High Honors 9-12.

THIRD HONOR ESSAYIS.T

SECOND HqNOR ESSAUST
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"How was China?" After a four-month high filled with
adventure and exciting new learning in a country rich in history
and lore and populated with gracious and industrious citizens,
why do I respond with a long silence before I answer, "Great" or

"lt was a wonderful experience." It's because the real answer is
not so simply expressed.

Perhaps a great deal of time will pass before I understand the
total impact of my stay in China, but I am beginning to ascertain
the essence of it all, to answer for myself the question, "What does
it really mean to me?" Now, I have come to realize how much my
past experience enhanced my teaching and living in China. My
recent travels taught me much that was new and exciting, but, at
the same time, allowed me to recall and mentally revisit earlier
experiences.

The shaping experience of my early post-college years was a
two-year stint in the Peace Corps. From Maine to Sierra Leone, ,
West Africa, was a long trek for the young married couple from L

Maine. Along the way, Peter and I learned to live and work in a
culture with few if any similarities to our own, whether it was
food, dress, language, religion or the rites of birth and death. We
returned fiom Sierra Leone forever changed. When the
opportunity to live and teach in China came along, we were ready
for this new adventure.

My time in China reaffirmed what I had learned in Sierra
Leone: I can successfully and happily survive without what I once
considered necessities. I don't need a car. I can shop for groceries,
go to class and run all kinds of errands using my bicycle. If not, I
can take a taxi or a bus. I certainly do not need salt and pepper
shakers. The lack of a clothes dryer leads only to jungles of limp
clothing filling the bathroom area. And when the clothes don't
dry in time, there's always the hair dryer. Perhaps, though, the
moment of panic struck when, not knowing that deodorant was
in a separate area of the supermarket, I concluded it was not
available.

In ge nuity an d fl exib ility were ne ce s sary in the clas s1g'_9.1,H}'. S,sJi:i1:i1-;.:,:,
well, undaunted by the absence of a sound curricffiij$ i,;'i;;.'.. ,,,:,,,:,,jt:
currenttextsforreading,speakingandwritingcorii$eiihEng1iqh'
for students who are maioring in economics and foreigl fr $e1,;i,,1, 

' 
i

Peter and I created our own, using materials fu*,gl1u**ft{.;,,r'i,' .,.,'i
publications which we had carried from the US, rffii#lierlibrary of 

1lz
Beijing Polytechnic University, we discovered up-to-date 

.,,,11,!,l,iiu!i!!","
magazines such as Newsweek, Fortune, China Today and 
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;liWbuld have value in their professional lives. A healthy business
ilimate created by china's recently established global connections

#$l
jffi
tffi

ffi
'iffi

ffi
1$

IE
s
B

\/
Mrs. Williams visits Tiananmen Square with five university students; The Great HaIt of the People is in the backgrouttd.
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The Beiiing Review, all excellent sources of instructip.ilal material.
Fortunately, by making use of the university's;pfini.center, we
were able to supply each student with copies of.fht:m?I;iiah wE
had chosen-that is after Peter and I had picked thtm up from t$g
print shop and carried them to our apartment on the backq of Oui :.
bicycles, precariously and not without mishap. 

" 
',,

My return to the classroom while at Beijing Polytechnic : .""
U n i v e r s i t y r e a f f i r m e d t h o s e d e e p - s e a t e d e d u c a t " i o r r i ; r l * ; ' . .
developed and practiced over time in numerous places. Rigorous
instruction, which is relevant to the immediate environment and
the global world in which we live and work, bripgs interest and
excitement to the classroom. For the final.writing exam, we asked
our students."to ass:l.q the;impact that China's entry.into the
World Trade Organi-ation wguld have on the economic clitnate
in China. As majors rn.economrcs and ma{ragement qf, simply as

has provided them with a good standard of living, pride in their
country and hopg..for the future. Our.sfudents had reason for
diligence and excellence in the classroom. We had reason for
celebration. 

. ":
Our.students, like oursqlVeS, were' searching for commonalities

among us and for an understanding and appreciation of what

;;mrtkes us different. So often the question arose, "Are we like your
'Arneiican 

s.tqgents?" I ofteri answered, "Your hair is blacker.,'
CggVefSation outside of the classroom, centered often around
*Uffinu$:gss, Ami:rican movies, dieting and fitness, women's roles,
Our'cCIihtry"ind theirs, our lives and theirs. We all knew how true
the vsords of May4,Angelou's poem really were: "ln minor ways
r,*e differ; in major *.'ra the same."

Peter and I had truly made a connection with our Chinese
students and friends and with a culture so different from our own..  "  : :  : .
We had settled,comfortabiy into our lifestyle in Beijing. Leaving
was bittersweet, knoyring that our return to China would not be
$rboii; perhlp; uever. However, as we went through customs in
San Franqisco, we knew we were home where we belong- with
the'families and friends we love. We are happily returning to
"otJr" schools, Peter to the University of Maine at Farmington and
I to MCI, most grateful for our long journey, which has enriched
us both personally and professionally. tf
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ITIATIOAIAL MERIT
FII{ALISTS

mily Collier, daughter of Russ and Terry Collier of Pittsfield, and Christina
Moyer, daughter of Norman and Martha Moyer of Pittsfield, have been
selected as National Merit finalists.

l.:iJ
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Emily Collier and Christina Moyer named

The National Merit Scholarship Program honors academically talented high
school seniors who show potential for success in rigorous college studies. About
16,000 semifinalists nationwide were named out of more than 1.1 million students
who entered the 1999 Merit Program as juniors by taking the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. The highest scorers in each state
were designated as semifinalists, in numbers representing less than 1 percent of the
state's high school graduating class.

The selection of some 7 ,600 Merit Scholarship winners from the finalist group
is now in progress.

Emily Collier ChristinaMoyer

1 0
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we have an extremely committed group of parent volunteers who have
organized the entire event. A thank you again to those who served on the
auction committee which included: Lori cummings; David and Tiacye
caldwell Fortin '81; Sherry Mayhew Littlefield '79; Bayford Lancaster, Jack
Parkhurst; Director of Music Dean Neal. other volunteers included:
Janelle and David saucier; Mindy Loveitt; Lynn parkhurst; Jim 

'77 and,
Donna Hammond; Trudy Ferland and Royce Sposato; craig Llttlefield,,77;
Dewey Kane; Michelle Duprey; Peggy and Ken Thompson; Debbie Ladd;

Colleen Lancaster; Lori Wyman Glidden'80; Dena Frost Hall ,79.

Without the support of parents, community members and
local businesses, this event would have not been such an
incredible success. Thank you to all of the volunteers for their
endless hours and energy to provide the best opportunities
possible for all of our athletes, musicians and thespians.tf

{boy9: Highlights of the Auction were the astonishingly realistic
Brooklyn Bridge spanning the Wright Gymnasium, the gliXering
New York City skyline and the toast to the new Millennium.

fa1 teft: Eager auction-goers crowded around the display tables;
bidding was very brisk througltout the evening.

Left: Rosalie Williams and her husband peter consider the canoe.

n Saturday, May 6,2000, MCI held its sixth annual dinner auction to
support music and athletics with approximately 260 people in attendance.
our theme this year was the Millennium. The wright Gymnasium was

transformed into a New York City skyline for the evening thanks to the creative and
talented efforts of our decorating committee. Pam Brooks '65 served as our
auctioneer and did a fantastic job as always. The jazz band and vocal iazz ensemble
performed for everyone's entertainment. We also honored Peter'65 and Carole
Daily Vigue '64 as honorary chairs of the event in recognition of all of their many
years of dedication and contributions to MCI. After expenses, the auction and yard
sale raised $18,500, an increase of over 150/o! With all proceeds directly supporting
the athletic, music and theater programs, the auction proceeds truly enhance
opportunities available to the students at MCI.
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