
Who’s considered a parent on the FAFSA?

Married 
(yup, common 

law counts 
if your state 

acknowledges it)

Divorced/Separated

Single/Widowed

Remarried

I have an 
alternative family/
living arrangement

Use your parents’ 
combined 
financial 

information.

Use your 
parent’s financial 

info

Which parent do you live 
with the most?

Mom

It’s equal

Dad

Use your 
parent and 

stepparent’s 
financial info

Do you live with at 
least one parent?

Yes No

Are you/ were you in 
legal guardianship or 
foster care or do you 
live with a relative?

Are your 
parents the 
same sex?

Which parent provides 
more financial 

support?

Mom

It’s equal

Dad

YesNo

You qualify to file 
your FAFSA as 
an independent 

student.

YesNo

Gay marriage is not 
yet recognized by the 
federal government. 
Use the information 
of whichever parent 
provided the most 

support in the past 12 
months.

Use Mom’s 
info

Use Dad’s
info

Use Mom’s 
info

Use Dad’s
info

Yes No

Legal guardians, foster parents 
and relatives do not count as 
parents for the FAFSA. If you 
were an emancipated minor, 
or were in the care of a legal 

guardian or foster parents, you 
may file as an independent.

Check with your school’s 
financial aid office for 

more information on your 
specific circumstances. 

Use this 
parent’s 
financial 

info

Check with your 
school’s financial 
aid office for help 

determining who is 
considered your parent 

in this case.

Are both of your 
parents deceased?

What is your parents’ marital status?

http://www.fafsaonline.com
http://www.edvisors.com/about/

