
Welcome to the 6th Grade Purple Open Team Meeting!

April Harvey-Team Leader and Math  aharvey@westportps.org
Jennifer Sacks-Language Arts jsacks@westportps.org    

Brian Kurtz-Science  bkurtz@westportps.org
Emma Sheeran-Social Studies esheeran@westportps.org
Emily Buckman-Resource ebuckman@westportps.org
Georgia Orlando-School Counselor jorlando@westportps.org
Luana Fernandes-School Psychologist lfernandes@westportps.org
Karyn Morgan-Interim Assistant Principal kmorgan@westportps.org

Our Team of Education Professionals
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Sixth Grade Highlights

● SBAC - May 16th - May 18th

● Activity Day - Thursday June 15th

● Last day of school Friday, June 16th (1:00 pm dismissal for 

students)

Spring is here!

● But there’s still a whole quarter of school!

● Help us moderate your child’s use of digital devices



Desperate Plea for Tissues



All Classes:
● Fractions and Decimals
● Ratios
● Unit Rates
● Percents

Where We’ve Been in Math…

Focus on Problem Solving:
● Multiple Methods
● Creating Visual Representations
● Explaining our Thinking



Where We Are Now…

                  Algebraic
              Expressions

Writing
Simplifying
Evaluating
Expanding
Factoring SBAC Review



Where we are going…

● Algebraic 
Equations and 
Inequalities

● Geometry
● Statistics



7th Grade Math Courses

Math 6

Math 7

Math 7/8

Math 6/7

Math 7/8

Algebra



7Th Grade Math
● The priority in recommendations is to place students where they will get 

the strongest foundation of the concepts.

● Both Math 7 and Math 7/8 address the 7th grade standards.

● Math 7/8 moves at a faster pace and addresses some 8th grade 

standards as well.

● Students from Math 6/7 who have demonstrated ability to master 7th 

grade material at an accelerated pace may be recommended for Algebra
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Inquiry Projects!

Regions of Study So far:

The Middle East

West and Central Africa

Theme for the year:                          Where 
we live (Geography) Impacts how we 

live(Culture).

INquiry and Research Skills:    
Developing questions, Evaluating/using 
evidence,communicating conclusions 



World Regional Studies I 
Europe
Read Aloud: Book of Greek Myths. 

Physical Geography - diverse continent.

History of Europe - From Ancient Greece to 
Brexit.

Argument Writing Skills: Alexander the 
Great?

Evaluate the usefulness of primary vs 
secondary sources to learn about the past:

● Feudalism 
● Bubonic Plague 
● Renaissance 
● Industrial Revolution 
● WWI
● WWII 
● Cold War 

 

Current Region of Study:

Middle East

West and Central Africa

Western Europe

China and its Neighbors

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Western_Europe_map.svg


World Regional Studies I 
China
Read Aloud: Where the Mountain Meets 
the Moon.

Physical Geography - diversity, map of 
China and its neighbors.

History of China - From dynasties to the 
Communist Revolution.

Culture of China - learning stations.

Economic change, industrial growth, 
and the environmental impact. 

Future Region of Study:

Middle East

West and Central Africa

Western Europe

China and its Neighbors



Where We are in Science...

Cycling of Matter



Where We Are Going in science
End of Unit 
Assessment:

 
Create a 

diagram that 
shows how 

you’ve changed 
from little you 

to big you



● Air pressure

● Solid, Liquid, Gas 

○ Molecules

○ Change in temperature

PhenomenonWhere We Are Going in science

https://youtu.be/Zz95_VvTxZM


● Relates to all other 
units from this year.

● Causes and Effects

● Make a difference 
project

Where We Are Going in science



science in the double
● Current events

● Independent Study Project

Skills Practice
Reading nonfiction
Evaluating sources
Finding main idea
Text evidence



Where we’ve been in Language Arts...
Reading & Writing with Information

● Reading to learn
● Note taking strategies
● Investigating & keeping track of research sources
● Writing with structure & elaboration
● Knowing how and when to use a more formal tone & style
● Collaborating with others to create published e-book



The Final 
Two Poems 
in Poetry 
March 
Madness 
Bracket



Where we are now in Language Arts...
Reading Unit: Social Issues and Theme

● Focus on social issues, power, & relationships
● Raising the level of discussion about texts and supporting our ideas carefully
● Examining the ways an author develops theme

Where we are going...
Writing Unit: Literary Essay

● Choosing the best evidence 
● How to incorporate & analyze evidence
● Essay structure & elaboration

Summer Reading!

Be on the lookout for 
information from 
the school in early June


