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Think You’re Not a Reader? 
These books will change your mind 

* Denotes first book in a series 

The Poet X Acevedo, Elizabeth FIC ACE 
     Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she has learned to 
let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
     But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting 
the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never 
know about. 
     With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept 
to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami 
finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

The Closest I’ve Come Aceves, Fred FIC ACE 
     Marcos Rivas yearns for love, a working cell phone, and maybe a pair of sneakers that aren’t falling apart. But more than anything, 
Marcos wants to get out of Maesta, his hood, away from his indifferent mom and her abusive boyfriend—which seems impossible. 
     When Marcos is placed in a new after-school program, he meets Zach and Amy, whose friendship inspires Marcos to open up to his 
Maesta crew, too, and starts to think more about his future and what he has to fight for. Marcos ultimately learns that bravery isn’t about 
acting tough and being macho; it’s about being true to yourself. 
     The Closest I’ve Come is a story about traversing real and imagined boundaries, about discovering new things in the world, and about 
discovering yourself, too. 

 

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda Albertali, Becky FIC ALB 

 
   Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school musical. But when an email 
falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now change-averse Simon has to find a way 
to step out of his comfort zone before he's pushed out—without alienating his friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a 
shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he's never met. 

The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot… Alexander, Kwame 796.01 ALE 
   You gotta know the rules to play the game. Ball is life. Take it to the hoop. Soar. What can we imagine for our lives? What if we were the 
star players, moving and grooving through the game of life? What if we had our own rules of the game to help us get what we want, what 
we aspire to, what will enrich our lives?  
  Illustrated with photographs by Thai Neave, The Playbook is intended to provide inspiration on the court of life. Each rule 
contains wisdom from inspiring athletes and role models such as Nelson Mandela, Serena Williams, LeBron James, Carli Lloyd, Steph Curry 
and Michelle Obama. Kwame Alexander also provides his own poetic and uplifting words, as he shares stories of overcoming obstacles 
and winning games in this motivational and inspirational book just right for graduates of any age and anyone needing a little 

encouragement. 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian 

Alexie, Sherman FIC ALE 

 

     Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his 
future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other 
Indian is the school mascot. 
     Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own 
experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of 
one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. 
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Speak Anderson, Laurie Halse FIC AND 
   The first ten lies they tell you in high school. 
   "Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, 
Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer 
party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and 
practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally able 
to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a 
threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, 

refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with a bitterly 
ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for many a disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating the importance 
of speaking up for oneself. 

Me, Earl, & the Dying Girl Andrews, Jesse FIC AND 
   It is a universally acknowledged truth that high school sucks. But on the first day of his senior year, Greg Gaines thinks he’s figured it out. 
The answer to the basic existential question: How is it possible to exist in a place that sucks so bad? His strategy: remain at the periphery 
at all times. Keep an insanely low profile. Make mediocre films with the one person who is even sort of his friend, Earl. 
   This plan works for exactly eight hours. Then Greg’s mom forces him to become friends with a girl who has cancer. This brings about the 
destruction of Greg’s entire life. 

Thirteen Reasons Why Asher, Jay FIC ASH 
You can’t stop the future.  
You can’t rewind the past. 
The only way to learn the secret . . . is to press play. 
   Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several 
cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker—his classmate and crush—who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice tells him 
that there are thirteen reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out why. 
   Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and as he 

follows Hannah’s recorded words throughout his town, what he discovers changes his life forever. 

Anna Dressed in Blood Blake, Kendare FIC BLA 
   Cas Lowood has inherited an unusual vocation: He kills the dead. 
   So did his father before him, until he was gruesomely murdered by a ghost he sought to kill. Now, armed with his father's mysterious 
and deadly athame, Cas travels the country with his kitchen-witch mother and their spirit-sniffing cat. They follow legends and local lore, 
destroy the murderous dead, and keep pesky things like the future and friends at bay. 
   Searching for a ghost the locals call Anna Dressed in Blood, Cas expects the usual: track, hunt, kill. What he finds instead is a girl 
entangled in curses and rage, a ghost like he's never faced before. She still wears the dress she wore on the day of her brutal murder in 
1958: once white, now stained red and dripping with blood. Since her death, Anna has killed any and every person who has dared to step 

into the deserted Victorian she used to call home. 
   Yet she spares Cas's life. 

Need Charbonneau, Joelle FIC CHA 
 

“No one gets something for nothing. We all should know better.”  
   Teenagers at Wisconsin’s Nottawa High School are drawn deeper into a social networking site that promises to grant their every  
need . . . regardless of the consequences. Soon the site turns sinister, with simple pranks escalating to malicious crimes. The body count 
rises 

Time Bomb Charbonneau, Joelle FIC CHA 
 

   A congressman's daughter who has to be perfect. A star quarterback with a secret. A guy who's tired of being ignored. A clarinet player 
who's done trying to fit in. An orphaned rebel who wants to teach someone a lesson. A guy who wants people to see him, not his religion. 
   They couldn't be more different, but before the morning's over, they'll all be trapped in a school that's been rocked by a bombing. When 
they hear that someone inside is the bomber, they'll also be looking to one another for answers.   
   Told from multiple perspectives, Time Bomb will keep readers guessing about who the bomber could be—and what motivated such 
drastic action. 
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The Perks of Being a Wallflower Chbosky, Stephen FIC CHB 
   This is the story of what it's like to grow up in high school. More intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are singular and unique, hilarious 
and devastating. We may not know where he lives. We may not know to whom he is writing. All we know is the world he shares. Caught 
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it puts him on a strange course through uncharted territory. The world of first dates 
and mixed tapes, family dramas and new friends. The world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all one requires is 
that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite. 

Tyler Johnson Was Here Coles, Jay FIC COL 
 

    When Marvin Johnson's twin, Tyler, goes to a party, Marvin decides to tag along to keep an eye on his brother. But what starts as 
harmless fun turns into a shooting, followed by a police raid. 
     The next day, Tyler has gone missing, and it's up to Marvin to find him. But when Tyler is found dead, a video leaked online tells an even 
more chilling story: Tyler has been shot and killed by a police officer. Terrified as his mother unravels and mourning a brother who is now 
a hashtag, Marvin must learn what justice and freedom really mean. 

Worthy Cooner, Donna FIC COO 
   Download the app. Be the judge.Everyone at Linden's high school is obsessed with Worthy. It's this new app that posts pictures of 
couples, and asks: Is the girl worthy of the guy?Suddenly, relationships implode as the votes climb and the comments get real ugly real 
fast.At first, Linden is focused on other things. Like cute Alex Rivera. Prom committee. Her writing. But soon she's intrigued by Worthy. 
Who's posting the pictures? Who's voting? And what will happen when the spotlight turns... on Linden? 

This Modern Love Darbyshire, Will 808.88 DAR 
   In the tradition of Post Secret and Other People’s Love Letters, a crowdsourced compilation of letters, stories, and art work about the 
modern state of love and relationships, edited by rising filmmaker and beloved YouTube vlogger Will Darbyshire. 
   “What would you say to your ex, without judgment?” 
   This is the question filmmaker and vlogger Will Darbyshire posed to hundreds of thousands of his closest friends on YouTube. Seeking 
closure after a tough break-up, Will was driven to strike up an intimate conversation with his online audience, and to get at the heart of 
one of life’s unknowable yet universal mysteries: love. 
   Over a period of six months, Will posed a series of questions to his audience and asked them to reveal their innermost feelings about 

their own romantic experiences in the form of hand-written letters, poems, photographs, and emails. 
   The result is a curated collection of responses that are, at turns, funny, dark, confessional, awkward, comforting, and uplifting. This Modern Love is a 
compelling portrait of individual desires, fantasies, resentments, and fears that reminds us that, whether we’re in or out of love, we’re not alone. 
 

Ball Don’t Lie de la Pena, Matt FIC DEL 
   Sticky is a beat-around-the-head foster kid with nowhere to call home but the street, and an outer shell so tough that no one will take him in. He started 
out life so far behind the pack that the finish line seems nearly unreachable. He's a white boy living and playing in a world where he doesn't seem to 
belong. 
   But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be his ticket out . . . if he can only realize that he doesn't have to be the person everyone else expects him to 
be. 
   A breakout urban masterpiece by newcomer Matt de la Pena, Ball Don't Lie takes place where the street and the court meet and where a boy can be 
anything if he puts his mind to it.  

Mexican WhiteBoy De la Pena, Matt FIC DEL 
   Danny is tall and skinny. Even though he’s not built, his arms are long enough to give his pitch a power so fierce any college scout would 
sign him on the spot. Ninety-five mile an hour fastball, but the boy’s not even on a team. Every time he gets up on the mound, he loses it. 
   But at his private school, they don’t expect much else from him. Danny is brown. Half-Mexican brown. And growing up in San Diego that 
close to the border means everyone else knows exactly who he is before he even opens his mouth. Before they find out he can’t speak 
Spanish, and before they realize his mom has blond hair and blue eyes, they’ve got him pegged. But it works the other way too. And 
Danny’s convinced it’s his whiteness that sent his father back to Mexico. 
   That’s why he’s spending the summer with his dad’s family. But to find himself, he may just have to face the demons he refuses to see--
the demons that are right in front of his face. And open up to a friendship he never saw coming. 
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Heart of a Champion Deuker, Carl FIC DEU 
 
 
   Jimmy Winter is a born star on the baseball field, and Seth Barnam can only dream of being as talented. Still, the two baseball fanatics 
have the kind of friendship that should last forever. But when Seth experiences an unthinkable loss, he's forced to find his own personal 
strength--on and off the field. 

Phoenix Island Dixon, John FIC DIX 
   The judge told Carl that one day he’d have to decide exactly what kind of person he would become. But on Phoenix Island, the choice will be made for 
him. 
   A champion boxer with a sharp hook and a short temper, sixteen-year-old Carl Freeman has been shuffled from foster home to foster home. He can’t 
seem to stay out of trouble—using his fists to defend weaker classmates from bullies. His latest incident sends his opponent to the emergency room, and 
now the court is sending Carl to the worst place on earth: Phoenix Island. 
   Classified as a “terminal facility,” it’s the end of the line for delinquents who have no home, no family, and no future. Located somewhere far off the 
coast of the United States—and immune to its laws—the island is a grueling Spartan-style boot camp run by sadistic drill sergeants who show no mercy to 
their young, orphan trainees. Sentenced to stay until his eighteenth birthday, Carl plans to play by the rules, so he makes friends with his wisecracking 
bunkmate, Ross, and a mysterious gray-eyed girl named Octavia. But he makes enemies, too, and after a few rough scrapes, he earns himself the nickname 

“Hollywood” as well as a string of punishments, including a brutal night in the “sweatbox.” But that’s nothing compared to what awaits him in the “Chop Shop”—a secret 
government lab where Carl is given something he never dreamed of. 
   A new life…A new body. A new brain. Gifts from the fatherly Old Man, who wants to transform Carl into something he’s not sure he wants to become. For this is no ordinary 
government project. Phoenix Island is ground zero for the future of combat intelligence. 
   And for Carl, it’s just the beginning… 
 

Going Too Far Echols, Jennifer FIC ECH 
   All Meg has ever wanted is to get away. Away from high school. Away from her backwater town. Away from her parents who seem determined to keep 
her imprisoned in their dead-end lives. But one crazy evening involving a dare and forbidden railroad tracks, she goes way too far...and almost doesn't 
make it back. 
   John made a choice to stay. To enforce the rules. To serve and protect. He has nothing but contempt for what he sees as childish rebellion, and he wants 
to teach Meg a lesson she won't soon forget. But Meg pushes him to the limit by questioning everything he learned at the police academy. And when he 
pushes back, demanding to know why she won't be tied down, they will drive each other to the edge -- and over... 

Perfect Chemistry Elkeles, Simone FIC ELK 
   When Brittany Ellis walks into chemistry class on the first day of senior year, she has no clue that her carefully created "perfect" life is 
about to unravel before her eyes. She's forced to be lab partners with Alex Fuentes, a gang member from the other side of town, and he 
is about to threaten everything she's worked so hard for―her flawless reputation, her relationship with her boyfriend, and the secret that 
her home life is anything but perfect. Alex is a bad boy and he knows it. So when he makes a bet with his friends to lure Brittany into his 
life, he thinks nothing of it. But soon Alex realizes Brittany is a real person with real problems, and suddenly the bet he made in arrogance 
turns into something much more. 

Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 25 Evans, Richard Paul FIC EVA 
 

   To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who has Tourette’s syndrome. But in 
truth, Michael is extremely special—he has electric powers. Michael thinks he is unique until he discovers that a cheerleader named 
Taylor has the same mysterious powers. With the help of Michael’s friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to discover how Michael and 
Taylor ended up with their abilities, and their investigation soon brings them to the attention of a powerful group who wants to control 
the electric teens—and through them, the world. 

The Walk On Feinstein, John FIC FEI 
   Alex Myers is a quarterback, but from the first day of football practice, it’s clear that that position is very much filled by the coach’s son, 
Matt. 
    Alex has the better arm, but Matt has more experience—and the coach’s loyalty. Alex finally gets a chance to show what he can do 
when Matt is injured, and he helps win a key game to keep the Lions’ bid for the state championship alive. But just when his star is rising, 
Alex gets blindsided—the state has started drug testing, and Alex’s test comes back positive for steroids. Alex knows that’s not right. But 
he doesn’t know if it’s a mistake—or if someone wants to make sure he can’t play. . .  
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American Like Me Ferrera, America 920.073 AME 
   America Ferrera has always felt wholly American, and yet, her identity is inextricably linked to her parents’ homeland and Honduran 
culture. Speaking Spanish at home, having Saturday-morning-salsa-dance-parties in the kitchen, and eating tamales alongside apple pie at 
Christmas never seemed at odds with her American identity. 
   Still, she yearned to see that identity reflected in the larger American narrative. 
   Now, in American Like Me, America invites thirty-one of her friends, peers, and heroes to share their stories about life between 
cultures. We know them as actors, comedians, athletes, politicians, artists, and writers. However, they are also immigrants, children or 
grandchildren of immigrants, indigenous people, or people who otherwise grew up with deep and personal connections to more than one 

culture. Each of them struggled to establish a sense of self, find belonging, and feel seen. And they call themselves American enthusiastically, reluctantly, 
or not at all. 
   Ranging from the heartfelt to the hilarious, their stories shine a light on a quintessentially American experience and will appeal to anyone with a 
complicated relationship to family, culture, and growing up. 
 

I Believe in a Thing Called Love Goo, Maurene FIC GOO 
     Desi Lee believes anything is possible if you have a plan. That's how she became student body president. Varsity soccer star. And it's 
how she'll get into Stanford. But she's never had a boyfriend. In fact, she's a disaster at romance, a clumsy, stammering humiliation 
magnet whose botched attempts at flirting have become legendary with her friends. So when the hottest human specimen to have ever 
lived walks into her life one day, Desi finds guidance in the Korean dramas her father has been obsessively watching for years—where the 
hapless heroine always seems to end up in the arms of her true love by episode ten. It's a simple formula, and Desi is a quick study. 
Armed with her "K Drama Steps to True Love," Desi goes after the moody, elusive artist Luca Drakos—and boat rescues, love triangles, 
and staged car crashes ensue. But when the fun and games turn to true feels, Desi finds out that real love is about way more than just 
drama. 

 

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before* Han, Jenny FIC HAN 
 

What if all the crushes you ever had found out how you felt about them…all at once? 
     Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren’t love letters that anyone else wrote 
for her; these are ones she’s written. One for every boy she’s ever loved—five in all. When she writes, she pours out her heart and soul 
and says all the things she would never say in real life, because her letters are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are 
mailed, and suddenly, Lara Jean’s love life goes from imaginary to out of control. 
 

Eat, Brains, Love Hart, Jeff FIC HAR 
 

   The good news: Jake's dream girl, Amanda Blake, finally knows his name. 
   The bad news: it's because they both contracted a mysterious zombie virus and devoured the brains of half their senior class. Now Jake 
and Amanda are on the run from Cass, a teen psychic sent by the government's top-secret Necrotic Control Division to track them down. 
As Jake and Amanda deal with the existential guilt of eating their best friends and set off in search of a cure for the zombie virus, Cass 
struggles with a growing psychic dilemma of her own—one that will lead all three of them on an epic journey across the country and 
make them question what it means to truly be alive. Or undead. 

Girl, Stolen Henry, April FIC HEN 
   Sixteen year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in the back of a car while her mom fills her prescription at the pharmacy. Before Cheyenne 
realizes what's happening, their car is being stolen--with her inside! Griffin hadn't meant to kidnap Cheyenne, all he needed to do was 
steal a car for the others. 
   But once Griffin's dad finds out that Cheyenne's father is the president of a powerful corporation, everything changes—now there's a 
reason to keep her. What Griffin doesn't know is that Cheyenne is not only sick with pneumonia, she is blind. How will Cheyenne survive 
this nightmare, and if she does, at what price? 

Run, Hide, Fight Back Henry, April FIC HEN 
 
   When a deadly shooting breaks out in a Portland shopping mall, a diverse group of teens ends up trapped behind a store’s security 
shutter. To her own surprise, seventeen-year-old Miranda finds the others looking to her as their leader. But she’s hiding a big 
secret―and she’s not the only one. The group has only three choices: Run, hide, or fight back. The wrong decision will have fatal 
consequences. 
 
 
 

 
 



Not A Reader? We’ll Fix That!                                                                                                                                             6 | P a g e  
 

Stupid Fast Herbach, Geoff FIC HER 
I AM NOT STUPID FUNNY. 
I AM STUPID FAST. 
   My name is Felton Reinstein, which is not a fast name. But last November, my voice finally dropped and I grew all this hair and then I got 
stupid fast. Fast like a donkey. Zing! 
   Now they want me, the guy they used to call Squirrel Nut, to try out for the football team. With the jocks. But will that fix my mom? 
Make my brother stop dressing like a pirate? Most important, will it get me girls-especially Aleah? 
   So I train. And I run. And I sneak off to Aleah's house in the night. But deep down I know I can't run forever. And I wonder what will 
happen when I finally have to stop. 

Crank Hopkins, Ellen FIC HOP 
 
   This is a story about a monster. Not a dragon or a mythological beast, but a very real, very destructive monster--crystal meth--that takes 
hold of seventeen-year-old Kristina Snow and transforms her into her reckless alter-ego Bree. Based on her own daughter's addiction to 
crystal meth, Ellen Hopkins' novel-in-verse is a vivid, transfixing look into teenage drug use. Told in Kristina's voice, it provides a realistic 
portrayal of the tortured logic of an addict. 

Copcat Jayne, Hannah FIC JAY 
 

   Everyone is dying to read the latest book in the popular Gap Lake mystery series, and Addison is no exception. As the novels biggest fan, 
she's thrilled when the infamously reclusive author, R.J. Rosen, contacts her, giving her inside information others would kill for. 
   Addison's always dreamed of what it would be like if the books were real...But then she finds the most popular girl in school dead. 
Murdered. And realizes that life imitating fiction is more dangerous that she could have imagined. As other terrifying events from the 
books start happening around her, Addison has to figure out how to write her own ending―and survive the story. 

Freakonomics Levitt, S. & Dubner, S. 330 LEV 
   Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming pool?  What do schoolteachers and sumo wrestlers have in common?  How much do 
parents really matter? 
   These may not sound like typical questions for an economist to ask. But Steven D. Levitt is not a typical economist. He studies the riddles 
of everyday life—from cheating and crime to parenting and sports—and reaches conclusions that turn conventional wisdom on its head. 
   Freakonomics is a groundbreaking collaboration between Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner, an award-winning author and journalist. They 
set out to explore the inner workings of a crack gang, the truth about real estate agents, the secrets of the Ku Klux Klan, and much more. 
   Through forceful storytelling and wry insight, they show that economics is, at root, the study of incentives—how people get what they 
want or need, especially when other people want or need the same thing. 

 

The Contender Lipsyte, Robert FIC LIP 

 
   Alfred Brooks is scared. He’s a high-school dropout, and his grocery store job is leading nowhere. His best friend is sinking 
further and further into drug addiction. Some street kids are after him for something he didn’t even do. 
So Alfred begins going to Donatelli’s Gym, a boxing club in Harlem that has trained champions. There he learns it’s the 
effort, not the win, that makes the boxer—that before you can be a champion, you have to be a contender. 

No Safety in Numbers Lorentz, Dayna FIC LOR 
   A biological bomb has just been discovered in the air ducts of a busy suburban mall. At first nobody knows if it's even life threatening, but then the entire 
complex is quarantined, people start getting sick, supplies start running low, and there's no way out. Among the hundreds of trapped shoppers are four 
teens. 
   These four different narrators, each with their own stories, must cope in unique, surprising manners, changing in ways they wouldn't have predicted, 
trying to find solace, safety, and escape at a time when the adults are behaving badly. This is a gripping look at people and how they can—and must—
change under the most dire of circumstances. 
   And not always for the better. 

Legend: The Graphic Novel Lu, Marie GN 741.5 LU 
   Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a military prodigy. Born into the slums of 
the Republic’s Lake Sector, fifteen-year-old Day is the country’s most wanted criminal. But his motives are not as sinister as they often 
they seem. One day June’s brother is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Now, Day is in a race for his family’s survival, while 
June tries desperately to avenge her brother’s death. And the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them together and the 
lengths their country will go to in order to keep its secrets. 
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True Legend Lupica, Mike FIC LUP 
 
   There's a reason teammates call him "True." Because for basketball phenom Drew Robinson, there is nothing more true than his talent on the court. It's 
the kind that comes along once in a generation and is loaded with perks--and with problems. 
   Before long, True buys in to his own hype, much to the chagrin of his mother, who wants to keep her boy's head grounded--and suddenly trouble has a 
way of finding him. That is, until a washed-up former playground legend steps back onto the court and takes True under his wing. 

Light It Up Magoon, Kekla FIC MAG 
   A girl walks home from school. She's tall for her age. She's wearing her winter coat. Her headphones are in. She's hurrying. 
   She never makes it home. 
   In the aftermath, while law enforcement tries to justify the response, one fact remains: a police officer has shot and killed an unarmed thirteen-year-old 
girl. The community is thrown into upheaval, leading to unrest, a growing movement to protest the senseless taking of black lives, and the arrival of white 
supremacist counter demonstrators. 

 

The Truth About Alice Mathieu, Jennifer FIC MAT 
   Everyone knows Alice slept with two guys at one party. When Healy High star quarterback Brandon Fitzsimmons dies in a car crash, it 
was because he was sexting with Alice. Ask anybody. 
   Rumor has it Alice Franklin is a slut. It's written all over the "slut stall" in the girls' bathroom: "Alice had sex in exchange for math test 
answers" and "Alice got an abortion last semester." After Brandon dies, the rumors start to spiral out of control. In this remarkable debut 
novel, four Healy High students tell all they "know" about Alice-and in doing so reveal their own secrets and motivations, painting a raw 
look at the realities of teen life. But in this novel from Jennifer Mathieu, exactly what is the truth about Alice? In the end there's only one 
person to ask: Alice herself. 

 

Undead* McKay, Kirsty FIC MCK 
   Out of sight, out of their minds: It's a school-trip splatter fest and completely not cool when the other kids in her class go all braindead 
on new girl Bobby. 
   The day of the ski trip, when the bus comes to a stop at a roadside restaurant, everyone gets off and heads in for lunch. Everyone, that 
is, except Bobby, the new girl, who stays behind with rebel-without-a-clue Smitty. 
   Then hours pass. Snow piles up. Sun goes down. Bobby and Smitty start to flirt. Start to stress. Till finally they see the other kids 
stumbling back. 
   But they've changed. And not in a good way. Straight up, they're zombies. So the wheels on the bus better go round and round freakin' 

fast, because that's the only thing keeping Bobby and Smitty from becoming their classmates' next meal. It's kill or be killed in these hunger games, heads 
are gonna roll, and homework is most definitely gonna be late. 
 

Wake McMann, Lisa FIC MCM 
Not all dreams are sweet. 
   For seventeen-year-old Janie, getting sucked into other people's dreams is getting old. Especially the falling dreams, the naked-but-
nobody- notices dreams, and the sex-crazed dreams. Janie's seen enough fantasy booty to last her a lifetime. 
   She can't tell anybody about what she does -- they'd never believe her, or worse, they'd think she's a freak. So Janie lives on the fringe, 
cursed with an ability she doesn't want and can't control. 
   Then she falls into a gruesome nightmare, one that chills her to the bone. For the first time, Janie is more than a witness to someone 
else's twisted psyche. She is a participant.... 

One of Us Is Lying McManus, Karen FIC MCM 
Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 
    Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. 
    Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. 
    Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
    Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 
    And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. 

    Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And according to investigators, his death wasn’t an 
accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of 
them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? 
   Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them. 
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#MurderTrending McNeil, Gretchen FIC MCN 
@doctorfusionbebop: Some 17 y. o. chick named Dee Guerrera was just sent to Alcatraz 2.0 for killing her stepsister. So, how long do you 
think she'll last? 

@morrisdavis72195: I hope she meets justice! She'll get what's coming to her! BWAHAHA! 
@EltonJohnForevzz: Me? I think Dee's innocent. And I hope she can survive. 
 
   WELCOME TO THE NEAR FUTURE, where good and honest citizens can enjoy watching the executions of society's most infamous 
convicted felons, streaming live on The Postman app from the suburbanized prison island Alcatraz 2.0. 
   When seventeen-year-old Dee Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying on the ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she realizes she's about to be 

the next victim of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are getting a taste of their own medicine in this place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll over and 
die for a heinous crime she didn't commit. Can Dee and her newly formed posse, the Death Row Breakfast Club, prove she's innocent before she ends up 
wrongfully murdered for the world to see? Or will The Postman's cast of executioners kill them off one by one? 

Ten McNeil, Gretchen FIC MCN 
   Ten teens. Three days. One killer. 
   It was supposed to be the weekend of their lives—an exclusive house party on Henry Island. Best friends Meg and Minnie are looking 
forward to two days of boys, booze, and fun-filled luxury. But what starts out as fun turns twisted after the discovery of a DVD with a 
sinister message: Vengeance is mine. And things only get worse from there. 
   With a storm raging outside, the teens are cut off from the outside world . . . so when a mysterious killer begins picking them off one by 
one, there’s no escape. As the deaths become more violent and the teens turn on one another, can Meg find the killer before more 
people die? Or is the killer closer to her than she could ever imagine? 
 

I Am Alfonso Jones Medina, Tony GN 741.5 MED 
     Alfonso Jones can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-hop rendition of the classic Shakespearean play. He also wants to 
let his best friend, Danetta, know how he really feels about her. But as he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a 
clothes hanger for a gun, and he shoots Alfonso. 
     When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on a ghost train guided by well-known victims of police shootings, who teach him what he 
needs to know about this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, Alfonso's family and friends struggle with their grief and seek justice 
for Alfonso in the streets. As they confront their new realities, both Alfonso and those he loves realize the work that lies ahead in the fight 
for justice. 
 

Barely Missing Everything Mendez, Matt FIC MEN 
     Juan has plans. He's going to get out of El Paso, Texas, on a basketball scholarship and make something of himself--or at least find something better than 
his mom Fabi's cruddy apartment, her string of loser boyfriends, and a dead dad. Basketball is going to be his ticket out, his ticket up. He just needs to 
make it happen. 
     His best friend JD has plans, too. He's going to be a filmmaker one day, like Quinten Tarantino or Guillermo del Toro (NOT Steven Spielberg). He's got a 
camera and he's got passion--what else could he need? 
     Fabi doesn't have a plan anymore. When you get pregnant at sixteen and have been stuck bartending to make ends meet for the past seventeen years, 
you realize plans don't always pan out, and that there some things you just can't plan for... 
     Like Juan's run-in with the police, like a sprained ankle, and a tanking math grade that will likely ruin his chance at a scholarship. Like JD causing the 
implosion of his family. Like letters from a man named Mando on death row. Like finding out this man could be the father your mother said was dead. 

     Soon Juan and JD are embarking on a Thelma and Louise-like road trip to visit Mando. Juan will finally meet his dad, JD has a perfect subject for his documentary, and Fabi 
is desperate to stop them. But, as we already know, there are some things you just can't plan for... 
 

Slay Morris, Brittney FIC MOR 
     By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is an honors student, a math tutor, and one of the only Black kids at Jefferson Academy. But at home, she 
joins hundreds of thousands of Black gamers who duel worldwide as Nubian personas in the secret multiplayer online role-playing card game, SLAY. No one 
knows Kiera is the game developer, not her friends, her family, not even her boyfriend, Malcolm, who believes video games are partially responsible for 
the “downfall of the Black man.” 
     But when a teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world, news of the game reaches mainstream media, and SLAY is labeled a racist, 
exclusionist, violent hub for thugs and criminals. Even worse, an anonymous troll infiltrates the game, threatening to sue Kiera for “anti-white 
discrimination.” 
     Driven to save the only world in which she can be herself, Kiera must preserve her secret identity and harness what it means to be unapologetically 
Black in a world intimidated by Blackness. But can she protect her game without losing herself in the process? 
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What If? Serious Scientific Answers to 

Absurd Hypothetical Questions 
Munroe, Randall 500 MUN 

   From the creator of the wildly popular webcomic xkcd, hilarious and informative answers to important questions you probably never 
thought to ask. 
   Millions of people visit xkcd.com each week to read Randall Munroe’s iconic webcomic. His stick-figure drawings about science, 
technology, language, and love have a large and passionate following. 
   Fans of xkcd ask Munroe a lot of strange questions. What if you tried to hit a baseball pitched at 90 percent the speed of light? How fast 
can you hit a speed bump while driving and live? If there was a robot apocalypse, how long would humanity last? 
   In pursuit of answers, Munroe runs computer simulations, pores over stacks of declassified military research memos, solves differential 

equations, and consults with nuclear reactor operators. His responses are masterpieces of clarity and hilarity, complemented by signature xkcd comics. 
They often predict the complete annihilation of humankind, or at least a really big explosion. 
   The book features new and never-before-answered questions, along with updated and expanded versions of the most popular answers from the xkcd 
website. What If? will be required reading for xkcd fans and anyone who loves to ponder the hypothetical. 

This Is Where It Ends Nijkamp, Marieke FIC NIJ 
Everyone has a reason to fear the boy with the gun... 
   10:00 a.m.: The principal of Opportunity, Alabama's high school finishes her speech, welcoming the entire student body to a new 
semester and encouraging them to excel and achieve. 
   10:02 a.m.: The students get up to leave the auditorium for their next class. 
   10:03: The auditorium doors won't open. 
   10:05: Someone starts shooting. 
In 54 minutes, four students must confront their greatest hopes, and darkest fears, as they come face-to-face with the boy with the gun. 

There’s Some Inside Your House Perkins, Stephanie FIC PER 
 
   It's been almost a year since Makani Young came to live with her grandmother in landlocked Nebraska, and she's still adjusting to her 
new life. And still haunted by her past in Hawaii. 
   Then, one by one, the students of her small town high school begin to die in a series of gruesome murders, each with increasing and 
grotesque flair. As the terror grows closer and the hunt intensifies for the killer, Makani will be forced to confront her own dark secrets. 

The Lost Preston, Natasha FIC PRE 
   In Piper's hometown, teenagers keep disappearing, and everyone assumes they're just a bunch of runaways. But when yet another 
person disappears, Piper and her best friend Hazel suspect something more sinister is going on. 
   So they decide to investigate, determined to learn the truth. Their search for answers leads them to the source of the missing 
people...and their captors. Piper and Hazel suddenly find themselves locked away in a secluded building in the middle of a privately 
owned forest. 
   But the building isn't only meant to keep them imprisoned; every room is a test to see if they can make it out alive. 
   And failure means being lost...forever 
 

Gabi, a Girl in Pieces Quintero, Isabel FIC QUI 
     Gabi Hernandez chronicles her last year in high school in her diary: college applications, Cindy's pregnancy, Sebastian's coming out, the 
cute boys, her father's meth habit, and the food she craves. And best of all, the poetry that helps forge her identity. 
     July 24 
     My mother named me Gabriella, after my grandmother who, coincidentally, didn't want to meet me when I was born because my 
mother was unmarried, and therefore living in sin. My mom has told me the story many, many, MANY, times of how, when she confessed 
to my grandmother that she was pregnant with me, her mother beat her. BEAT HER! She was twenty-five. That story is the basis of my 
sexual education and has reiterated why it's important to wait until you're married to give it up. So now, every time I go out with a guy, my 
mom says, "Ojos abiertos, piernas cerradas." Eyes open, legs closed. That's as far as the birds and the bees talk has gone. And I don't mind 

it. I don't necessarily agree with that whole wait until you're married crap, though. I mean, this is America and the 21st century; not Mexico one hundred 
years ago. But, of course, I can't tell my mom that because she will think I'm bad. Or worse: trying to be White. 

Divided We Fall Reedy, Trent FIC REE 
   Danny Wright never thought he'd be the man to bring down the United States of America. In fact, he enlisted in the Idaho National 
Guard because he wanted to serve his country the way his father did. When the Guard is called up on the governor's orders to police a 
protest in Boise, it seems like a routine crowd-control mission ... but then Danny's gun misfires, spooking the other soldiers and the 
already fractious crowd, and by the time the smoke clears, twelve people are dead. 
   The president wants the soldiers arrested. The governor swears to protect them. And as tensions build on both sides, the conflict slowly 
escalates toward the unthinkable: a second American civil war. 
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All American Boys Reynolds, Jason & Kiely, 
Brendan 

FIC REY 

     A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul 
Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s 
resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and 
refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement? 
     But there were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own 
father died in Afghanistan—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of 
prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then 
Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As 

does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they had 
never considered before. 
 

Long Way Down Reynolds, Jason FIC REY 
A cannon. A strap.  A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater.  A chopper. A gat. 
A hammer.  A tool for RULE 
     Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was 
just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the 
back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. 
Or does he? 
     As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck 

tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun 
was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? 
     Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. 
Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, 
but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of 
his jeans, MISSES. 
     And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a 
piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. 
 

After the Shot Drops Ribay, Randy FIC RIB 
 

   Bunny and Nasir have been best friends forever, but when Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship across town, Nasir feels betrayed. 
While Bunny tries to fit in with his new, privileged peers, Nasir spends more time with his cousin, Wallace, who is being evicted. 
Nasir can’t help but wonder why the neighborhood is falling over itself to help Bunny when Wallace is in trouble. 
   When Wallace makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an impossible decision—maybe a dangerous one. 

Goal!: The Dream Begins Rigby, Robert FIC RIG 
   While growing up on the tough streets of Los Angeles, Santiago's greatest joy is playing soccer. So it is a dream come true when a British 
scout sees him playing in the park and offers him a trial with one of England's top Premiership clubs. Determined to succeed, Santiago 
leaves behind his struggling family and his modest home, and flies halfway around the world to give it his best shot. 
   But it's not smooth sailing when Santiago arrives in northern England. Team practices are intense, and in this place where people live 
and breathe the sport, many seem eager to find fault with the new Latino player from L.A. The pressure even spurs Santiago to keep a 
secret that could sabotage his performance. There is no doubt that Santiago has skill, flair, and dedication. But does he have the stamina 
he will need for the English game? 

The Pregnancy Project Rodriguez, Gaby 306.874 ROD 
   It started as a school project, but it turned into so much more. 
   Growing up, Gaby Rodriguez was often told she would end up a teen mom. After all, her mother and her older sisters had gotten 
pregnant as teenagers; from an outsider’s perspective, it was practically a family tradition. Gaby had ambitions that didn’t include teen 
motherhood. But she wondered: how would she be treated if she fulfilled others’ expectations? Would everyone ignore the years she put 
into being a good student and see her as just another pregnant teen statistic with no future? These questions sparked Gaby’s high school 
senior project: faking her own pregnancy to see how her family, friends, and community would react. What she learned changed her life 
forever…and made international headlines in the process. 
   In The Pregnancy Project, Gaby details how she was able to fake her own pregnancy, hiding the truth from even her siblings and 

boyfriend’s parents, and reveals all that she learned from the experience. But more than that, Gaby’s story is about fighting stereotypes, and how one girl 
found the strength to come out from the shadow of low expectations to forge a bright future for herself. 
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East Side Dreams Rodriguez, Art 921 ROD 
   Travel with Art Rodriguez as he dreams of his past. He experiences an unpleasant childhood full of difficult obstacles that could have 
profoundly impaired his chance for a normal life. Life appears hopeless during those young years as he struggles to discover who he really 
is and at the same time contends with his dictatorial father. Travel with him as he takes you through the California Youth Authority, the 
prison system for young offenders. In this story, which brings laughter and tears, both young and old can find comfort in knowing that 
when life appears bleak and there seems to be no hope, events in life can change. In 1975 Art Rodriguez started a successful business in 
San Jose, the city in which he was born. Grow with him in his life and experience with him the hardships and successes of a new business. 

Harry Potter* and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone 

Rowling, J.K. FIC ROW 

   Turning the envelope over, his hand trembling, Harry saw a purple wax seal bearing a coat of arms; a lion, an eagle, a badger and a 
snake surrounding a large letter 'H'. 
   Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed 
in green ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh 
birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he 
has a place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin! 

Denton Little’s Deathdate Rubin, Lance FIC RUB 
   Denton Little’s Deathdate takes place in a world exactly like our own except that everyone knows the day on which they will die. For 
Denton, that’s in just two days—the day of his senior prom. 
    Despite his early deathdate, Denton has always wanted to live a normal life, but his final days are filled with dramatic firsts. First 
hangover. First sex. First love triangle—as the first sex seems to have happened not with his adoring girlfriend, but with his best friend’s 
hostile sister. (Though he’s not totally sure—see, first hangover.) His anxiety builds when he discovers a strange purple rash making its 
way up his body. Is this what will kill him? And then a strange man shows up at his funeral, claiming to have known Denton’s long-
deceased mother, and warning him to beware of suspicious government characters. . . . Suddenly Denton’s life is filled with mysterious 
questions and precious little time to find the answers. 

 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter 

Sanchez, Erika FIC SAN 

      Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents’ house after high school graduation. 
Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. 
      But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. 
      Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her 
family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every 
possible way Julia has failed. 
      But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend, 
Lorena, and her first love (first everything), Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more 

to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 
 

Steelheart Sanderson, Brandon FIC SAN 
Ten years ago, Calamity came. It was a burst in the sky that gave ordinary people extraordinary powers. The awed public started calling 
them Epics. 
   Epics are no friends of man. With incredible gifts came the desire to rule. And to rule man, you must crush his will. 
   Now, in what was once Chicago, an astonishingly powerful Epic named Steelheart has installed himself as emperor. Steelheart possesses 
the strength of ten men and can control the elements. It is said that no bullet can harm him, no sword can split his skin, and no fire can 
burn him. He is invincible. Nobody fights back . . . nobody but the Reckoners. 
   A shadowy group of ordinary humans, the Reckoners spend their lives studying Epics, finding their weaknesses, and then assassinating 
them. And David wants in. 

   When Steelheart came to Chicago, he killed David’s father. For years, like the Reckoners, David has been studying, and planning, and he has something 
they need. Not an object, but an experience. 
   He has seen Steelheart bleed. 
   And he wants revenge. 
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Push Saphire FIC SAP 

 
   Relentless, remorseless, and inspirational, this "horrific, hope-filled story" (Newsday) is certain to haunt a generation of readers. 
Precious Jones, 16 years old and pregnant by her father with her second child, meets a determined and highly radical teacher who takes 
her on a journey of transformation and redemption. 

I’m Not Dying with You Tonight Segal, Gilly & Jones, Kimberley FIC SEG 
     Lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend, and a plan. She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other hand, is just 
trying to keep her head down and get through the year at her new school. 
     When both girls attend the Friday-night football game, what neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden mass chaos. 
Chaos born from violence and hate. Chaos that unexpectedly throws them together. 
     They aren't friends. They hardly understand the other's point of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, and they 
only have each other to rely on if they're going to survive the night. 

 

Unwind Shusterman, Neal FIC SHU 
   In a society where unwanted teens are salvaged for their body parts, three runaways fight the system that would "unwind" them 
   Connor's parents want to be rid of him because he's a troublemaker. Risa has no parents and is being unwound to cut orphanage costs. 
Lev's unwinding has been planned since his birth, as part of his family's strict religion. Brought together by chance, and kept together by 
desperation, these three unlikely companions make a harrowing cross-country journey, knowing their lives hang in the balance. If they 
can survive until their eighteenth birthday, they can't be harmed -- but when every piece of them, from their hands to their hearts, are 
wanted by a world gone mad, eighteen seems far, far away. 

Caged Warrior Sitomer, Alan Lawrence FIC SIT 
   McCutcheon Daniels' life is full of bone-cracking violence. As a star fighter in the gritty underground Mixed Martial Arts circuit in the 
poorest section of Detroit, McCutcheon fights under the tutelage of his volatile and violent father, not so much for himself but to survive 
as protector of his beloved five-year old sister, Gemma. We get to know McCutcheon as he battles opponents who are literally trying to 
kill him and he struggles to find a way to protect her and himself. Along the way, he decides to trust a teacher who has taken an interest 
in him and discovers the truth about his mother who seemingly disappeared on his thirteenth birthday. A ferocious novel, Caged 
Warrior is like a great fight movie, a tour-de-force of relentless conflict, but one that is leavened with rich characters and meaningful and 
loving relationships. 

 

Lockdown: Escape from Furnace Smith, Alexander Gordon FIC SMI 
   Furnace Penitentiary: the world's most secure prison for young offenders, buried a mile beneath the earth's surface. 
   Convicted of a murder he didn't commit, sentenced to life without parole, "new fish" Alex Sawyer knows he has two choices: find a way 
out, or resign himself to a death behind bars, in the darkness at the bottom of the world. Except in Furnace, death is the least of his 
worries. 
   Soon Alex discovers that the prison is a place of pure evil, where inhuman creatures in gas masks stalk the corridors at night, where 
giants in black suits drag screaming inmates into the shadows, where deformed beasts can be heard howling from the blood-drenched 
tunnels below. 
   And behind everything is the mysterious, all-powerful warden, a man as cruel and dangerous as the devil himself, whose unthinkable 

acts have consequences that stretch far beyond the walls of the prison. 
   Together with a bunch of inmates―some innocent kids who have been framed, others cold-blooded killers―Alex plans an escape. 
   But as he starts to uncover the truth about Furnace's deeper, darker purpose, Alex's actions grow ever more dangerous, and he must risk everything to 
expose this nightmare that's hidden from the eyes of the world. 
 

Dear Martin Stone, Nic FIC STO 
     Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police officer 
who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the 
ridicule of his new classmates. 
     Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to 
find out. 
     Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the 
fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, 
it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 
 
 



Not A Reader? We’ll Fix That!                                                                                                                                             13 | P a g e  
 

A Bad Day for Voodoo Strand, Jeff FIC STR 
   When your best friend is just a tiny bit psychotic, you should never actually believe him when he says, "Trust me. This is gonna be 
awesome." 
   Of course, you probably wouldn't believe a voodoo doll could work either. Or that it could cause someone's leg to blow clean off with 
one quick prick. But I've seen it. It can happen. 
   And when there's suddenly a doll of YOU floating around out there—a doll that could be snatched by a Rottweiler and torn to shreds, or 
a gang of thugs ready to torch it, or any random family of cannibals (really, do you need the danger here spelled out for you?)—well, you 
know that's just gonna be a really bad day ... 
 

I Have a Bad Feeling About This Strand, Jeff FIC STR 
Wilderness Survival Tip #1 
   Drinking your own sweat will not save your life. Somebody might have told you that, but they were trying to find out if you'd really do it. 
Henry Lambert would rather play video games than spend time in the great outdoors—but that doesn't make him a wuss. Skinny nerd? 
Fine. But wuss is a little harsh. Sadly, his dad doesn't agree. Which is why Henry is being shipped off to Strongwoods Survival Camp. 
   Strongwoods isn't exactly as advertised. It looks like the victim of a zombie apocalypse, the "camp director" is a psycho drill sergeant, 
and Henry's sure he saw a sign written in blood... 
Wilderness Survival Tip #2 
   In case of an avalanche, don't despair. You're doomed, but that's a wicked cool death. 

Wilderness Survival Tip #3 
   If you're relying on this book for actual survival tips, you're dead already. 
 

They Called Us Enemy Takei, George GN 741.5 TAK 
     George Takei has captured hearts and minds worldwide with his captivating stage presence and outspoken commitment to equal 
rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with 
his father's -- and their entire family forced from their home into an uncertain future. 
     In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was rounded up and 
shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years under armed 
guard. 
     They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing up under legalized 

racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future. 
 

The Hate U Give Thomas, Angie FIC THO 
     Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school 
she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend 
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 
     Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters 
are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to 
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 
     But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 
 

On the Come Up Thomas, Angie FIC THO   
     Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first battle. As the daughter of an 
underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive shoes to fill. 
     But it’s hard to get your come up when you’re labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge at home is empty after your mom loses her 
job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first song, which goes viral…for all the wrong reasons. 
     Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice 
staring her family down, Bri doesn’t just want to make it—she has to. Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her 
out to be.   
 

Down These Mean Streets Thomas, Piri 921 THO 
   Thirty years ago Piri Thomas made literary history with this lacerating, lyrical memoir of his coming of age on the streets of Spanish 
Harlem. Here was the testament of a born outsider: a Puerto Rican in English-speaking America; a dark-skinned morenito in a family that 
refused to acknowledge its African blood. Here was an unsparing document of Thomas's plunge into the deadly consolations of drugs, 
street fighting, and armed robbery--a descent that ended when the twenty-two-year-old Piri was sent to prison for shooting a cop. 
   As he recounts the journey that took him from adolescence in El Barrio to a lock-up in Sing Sing to the freedom that comes of self-
acceptance, faith, and inner confidence, Piri Thomas gives us a book that is as exultant as it is harrowing and whose every page bears the 
irrepressible rhythm of its author's voice. 
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Variant Wells, Robison FIC WEL 
   Benson Fisher thought that a scholarship to Maxfield Academy would be the ticket out of his dead-end life. 
   He was wrong. 
   Now he's trapped in a school that's surrounded by a razor-wire fence, where video cameras monitor his every move—and where 
breaking the rules equals death. 
   All Benson wants is to find a way out. But when he stumbles upon the real secret the school has been hiding, he realizes that escape 
may be impossible. 

Lucky in Love West, Kasie FIC WES 
   Maddie's not impulsive. She's all about hard work and planning ahead. But one night, on a whim, she buys a lottery ticket. And then, to 
her astonishment --  She wins! 
   In a flash, Maddie's life is unrecognizable. No more stressing about college scholarships. Suddenly, she's talking about renting a yacht. 
And being in the spotlight at school is fun . . . until rumors start flying, and random people ask her for loans. Now, Maddie isn't sure who 
she can trust. 
   Except for Seth Nguyen, her funny, charming coworker at the local zoo. Seth doesn't seem aware of Maddie's big news. And, for some 
reason, she doesn't want to tell him. But what will happen if he learns her secret? 

American Born Chinese Yang, Gene Luen GN 741.5 YAN 
     A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American Born Chinese tells the story of three apparently unrelated characters: 
Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his family only to discover that he's the only Chinese-American student at his new 
school; the powerful Monkey King, subject of one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a personification of the 
ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who is ruining his cousin Danny's life with his yearly visits. Their lives and stories come together 
with an unexpected twist in this action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an amazing ride, all the way up to the astonishing 
climax. 

 

Any book that helps a child to form a habit of 

reading, to make reading one of his deep and 

continuing needs, is good for him. 

                                                                                                                     Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the 

right book. 

                                                                                                                       J.K. Rowling 

 


