istorical Tiction

Z0orro Allende, Isabel FIC ALL

A child of two worlds—the son of an aristocratic Spanish military man turned landowner and a Shoshone warrior woman—young Diego de la
Vega cannot silently bear the brutal injustices visited upon the helpless in late-eighteenth-century California. And so a great hero is born—skilled
in athleticism and dazzling swordplay, his persona formed between the Old World and the New—the legend known as Zorro.

In the Time of Butterflies Alvarez, Julia FIC ALV

It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north
coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor
does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael Leonidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody
knows of Las Mariposas—“The Butterflies.”

In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters—Minerva, Patria, Maria Teresa, and the survivor, Dedé—speak across the decades to
tell their own stories, from hair ribbons and secret crushes to gunrunning and prison torture, and to describe the everyday horrors of life under
Trujillo’s rule. Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred Butterflies live again in this novel of courage and love, and
the human cost of political oppression.

Chains Anderson, Laurie Halse FIC AND

LAURIE HALSE

ANDERSON

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner,
3! Q!; she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for
(3 the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy
on her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes

her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with freedom.

Fever 1793 Anderson, Laurie Halse FIC AND

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her widowed mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days
avoiding chores and making plans to turn the family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out.

Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in its path and turning Mattie's world upside down. At her feverish mother's insistence,
Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. But she soon discovers that the sickness is everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in
a city turned frantic with disease.

Alias Grace Atwood, Margaret FIC ATW

housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no
memory of the murders.

Dr. Simon Jordan, an up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness, is engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who
seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in
attempting to unlock her memories? Is Grace a female fiend? A bloodthirsty femme fatale? Or is she the victim of circumstances?

ALLAS

The Blind Assassin Atwood, Margaret FIC ATW

‘?BHND The Blind Assassin opens with these simple, resonant words: "Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge." They are
ASASIN  spoken by Iris, whose terse account of her sister's death in 1945 is followed by an inquest report proclaiming the death accidental. But just as the
= reader expects to settle into Laura’s story, Atwood introduces a novel-within-a-novel. Entitled The Blind Assassin, it is a science fiction story told
by two unnamed lovers who meet in dingy backstreet rooms. When we return to Iris, it is through a 1947 newspaper article announcing the
discovery of a sailboat carrying the dead body of her husband, a distinguished industrialist. Brilliantly weaving together such seemingly disparate
elements, Atwood creates a world of astonishing vision and unforgettable impact.
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Go Tell It on the Baldwin, James FIC BAL
Mountain

“Mountain,” Baldwin said, “is the book | had to write if | was ever going to write anything else.” Go Tell It On The Mountain, first published in
1953, is Baldwin's first major work, a novel that has established itself as an American classic. With lyrical precision, psychological directness,
resonating symbolic power, and a rage that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin chronicles a fourteen-year-old boy’s discovery of
the terms of his identity as the stepson of the minister of a storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday in March of 1935. Baldwin’s
rendering of his protagonist’s spiritual, sexual, and moral struggle of self-invention opened new possibilities in the American language and in the
way Americans understand themselves.

All the Truth That’s in Me Berry, Julie FIC BER

Four years ago, Judith and her best friend disappeared from their small town of Roswell Station. Two years ago, only Judith returned,
permanently mutilated, reviled and ignored by those who were once her friends and family.

Unable to speak, Judith lives like a ghost in her own home, silently pouring out her thoughts to the boy who's owned her heart as long as she
can remember--even if he doesn't know it--her childhood friend, Lucas.

But when Roswell Station is attacked, long-buried secrets come to light, and Judith is forced to choose: continue to live in silence, or recover
her voice, even if it means changing her world, and the lives around her, forever.

A Mad, Wicked Folly Biggs Waller, Sharon FIC BIG
— Welcome to the world of the fabulously wealthy in London, 1909, where dresses and houses are overwhelmingly opulent, social class means
WICKED everything, and women are taught to be nothing more than wives and mothers. Into this world comes seventeen-year-old Victoria Darling, who

oty wants only to be an artist—a nearly impossible dream for a girl.

After Vicky poses nude for her illicit art class, she is expelled from her French finishing school. Shamed and scandalized, her parents try to
o marry her off to the wealthy Edmund Carrick-Humphrey. But Vicky has other things on her mind: her clandestine application to the Royal College
oY of Art; her participation in the suffragette movement; and her growing attraction to a working-class boy who may be her muse—or may be the
L “€  |ove of her life. As the world of debutante balls, corsets, and high society obligations closes in around her, Vicky must figure out: just how much is
she willing to sacrifice to pursue her dreams?

What | Saw and How | Blundell, Judy FIC BLU
Lied

What | Saw

When Evie's father returned home from World War Il, the family fell back into its normal life pretty quickly. But Joe Spooner brought more back
with him than just good war stories. When movie-star handsome Peter Coleridge, a young ex-Gl who served in Joe's company in postwar Austria,
shows up, Evie is suddenly caught in a complicated web of lies that she only slowly recognizes. She finds herself falling for Peter, ignoring the
secrets that surround him . . . until a tragedy occurs that shatters her family and breaks her life in two.

The Boy in the Striped Boyne, John FIC BOY
Pajamas
The Bov Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has
T received a promotion and the family must move to a new house far, far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence
Striped stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people in the distance.
Pyjamas But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new

environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very different from his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that
JONN BOYNE has devastating consequences.

Passenger Bracken, Alexandra FIC BRA

In one devastating night, violin prodigy Etta Spencer loses everything she knows and loves. Thrust into an unfamiliar world by a
stranger with a dangerous agenda, Etta is certain of only one thing: she has traveled not just miles, but years from home. And she's
inherited a legacy she knows nothing about from a family whose existence she's never heard of. Until now.

Nicholas Carter is content with his life at sea, free from the Ironwoods-a powerful family in the Colonies-and the servitude he's
known at their hands. But with the arrival of an unusual passenger on his ship comes the insistent pull of the past that he can't escape
and the family that won't let him go so easily. Now the Ironwoods are searching for a stolen object of untold value, one they believe
only Etta, his passenger, can find. In order to protect her, Nick must ensure she brings it back to them-whether she wants to or not.

Together, Etta and Nicholas embark on a perilous journey across centuries and continents, piecing together clues left behind by
the traveler who will do anything to keep the object out of the Ironwoods' grasp. But as they get closer to the truth of their search, and the deadly
game the Ironwoods are playing, treacherous forces threaten to separate Etta not only from Nicholas but from her path home forever.

A Great and Terrible Bray, Libba FIC BRA
Beauty*

It's 1895, and after the suicide of her mother, 16-year-old Gemma Doyle is shipped off from the life she knows in India to Spence, a
! proper boarding school in England. Lonely, guilt-ridden, and prone to visions of the future that have an uncomfortable habit of coming
\ AND- true, Gemma'’s reception there is a chilly one. To make things worse, she’s been followed by a mysterious young Indian man, a man
Terrisie sent to watch her. But why? What is her destiny? And what will her entanglement with Spence’s most powerful girls—and their foray
LSRR  into the spiritual world—lead to?
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The Distant Land of My  Caldwell, Bo FIC CAL
Father

For Anna, the narrator of Bo Caldwell's richly lyrical and vivid first novel, growing up in the magical world of Shanghai in the 1930s and 1940s
creates a special bond between her and her father. He is the son of missionaries, a smuggler, and a millionaire who leads a charmed but secretive
life. When the family flees to Los Angeles in the face of the Japanese occupation, he chooses to remain, believing his connections and luck will
keep him safe.

He's wrong. He survives, only to again choose Shanghai over his family during the Second World War. Anna and her father reconnect late in his
life, when she finally has a family of her own, but it is only when she discovers his extensive journals that she is able to fully understand him and
the reasons for his absences. With the intensity and appeal of When We Were Orphans, also set in Shanghai at the same time, The Distant Land of
My Father tells a moving and unforgettable story about a most unusual father-daughter relationship.

The Alienist Carr, Caleb FIC CAR

The year is 1896, the place, New York City. On a cold March night New York Times reporter John Schuyler Moore is summoned to the East
River by his friend and former Harvard classmate Dr. Laszlo Kreizler, a psychologist, or "alienist." On the unfinished Williamsburg Bridge, they view
the horribly mutilated body of an adolescent boy, a prostitute from one of Manhattan's infamous brothels.

The newly appointed police commissioner, Theodore Roosevelt, in a highly unorthodox move, enlists the two men in the murder investigation,
counting on the reserved Kreizler's intellect and Moore's knowledge of New York's vast criminal underworld. They are joined by Sara Howard, a
brave and determined woman who works as a secretary in the police department. Laboring in secret (for alienists, and the emerging discipline of
psychology, are viewed by the public with skepticism at best), the unlikely team embarks on what is a revolutionary effort in criminology--
amassing a psychologlcal profile of the man they're looking for based on the details of his crimes. Their dangerous quest takes them into the tortured past and
twisted mind of a murderer who has killed before. and will kill again before the hunt is over.

Fast-paced and gripping, infused with a historian's exactitude, The Alienist conjures up the Gilded Age and its untarnished underside: verminous tenements
and opulent mansions, corrupt cops and flamboyant gangsters, shining opera houses and seamy gin mills. Here is a New York during an age when questioning
society's belief that all killers are born, not made, could have unexpected and mortal consequences.

Girl with a Pearl Earring Chevalier, Tracy FIC CHE

Tracy Chevalier transports readers to a bygone time and place in this richly-imagined portrait of the young woman who inspired one of
Vermeer's most celebrated paintings.

History and fiction merge seamlessly in this luminous novel about artistic vision and sensual awakening. Girl with a Pearl Earring tells the story
of sixteen-year-old Griet, whose life is transformed by her brief encounter with genius . . . even as she herself is immortalized in canvas and oil.

A:I'ﬁ‘;Power of One Courtenay, Bryce FIC COU
BRYCE °

COURTENAY In 1939, as Hitler casts his enormous, cruel shadow across the world, the seeds of apartheid take root in South Africa. There, a boy called
THEPOWER Peekay is born. His childhood is marked by humiliation and abandonment, yet he vows to survive and conceives heroic dreams—which are nothing
OF ONE compared to what life actually has in store for him. He embarks on an epic journey through a land of tribal superstition and modern prejudice
where he will learn the power of words, the power to transform lives, and the power of one.

The Red Badge of Crane, Stephen FIC CRA
Courage

Henry Fleming, a private in the Union Army, runs away from the field of war. Afterwards, the shame he feels at this act of cowardice ignites his
desire to receive an injury in combat—a “red badge of courage” that will redeem him. Stephen Crane’s novel about a young soldier’s experiences
during the American Civil War is well known for its understated naturalism and its realistic depiction of battle.

_'A‘-

Te Watsons Go to Curtis, Christopher Paul FIC CUR
Birmingham--1963

A wonderful novel narrated by Kenny about his middle-class black family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's brother, Byron,
gets to be too much trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. And they happen to be in
Birmingham when Grandma's church is blown up.
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The Red Tent Diamant, Anita FIC DIA

.. TRE | Her name is Dinah. In the Bible, her life is only hinted at in a brief and violent detour within the more familiar chapters of the Book of Genesis
T E . j that are about her father, Jacob, and his dozen sons.

Told in Dinah's voice, this novel reveals the traditions and turmoils of ancient womanhood-the world of the red tent. It begins with the story of
her mothers-Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah-the four wives of Jacob. They love Dinah and give her gifts that are to sustain her through a damaged
youth, a calling to midwifery, and a new home in a foreign land. Dinah's story reaches out from a remarkable period of early history and creates
an intimate, immediate connection.

A Tale of Two Cities Dickens, Charles FIC DIC

It was the time of the French Revolution — a time of great change and great danger. It was a time when injustice was met by a lust for
vengeance, and rarely was a distinction made between the innocent and the guilty. Against this tumultuous historical backdrop, Dickens' great
story of unsurpassed adventure and courage unfolds.

Unjustly imprisoned for 18 years in the Bastille, Dr. Alexandre Manette is reunited with his daughter, Lucie, and safely transported from France
to England. It would seem that they could take up the threads of their lives in peace. As fate would have it though, the pair are summoned to the
Old Bailey to testify against a young Frenchman — Charles Darnay — falsely accused of treason. Strangely enough, Darnay bears an uncanny
resemblance to another man in the courtroom, the dissolute lawyer's clerk Sydney Carton. It is a coincidence that saves Darnay from certain
doom more than once. Brilliantly plotted, the novel is rich in drama, romance, and heroics that culminate in a daring prison escape in the shadow of the guillotine.

All the Light We Cannot  Doerr, Anthony FIC DOE
See
ﬁﬂ‘"ﬂg Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When
T she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate
her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s
reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.

In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an
expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special
assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and,
finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge.

A Northern Light Donnelly, Jennifer FIC DON

Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has a word for everything, and big dreams but little hope of seeing them come true. She collects words, stores
them up as a way of fending off the hard truths of her life, the truths that she can't write down in stories.

The fresh pain of her mother's death. The burden of raising her sisters while her father struggles over his brokeback farm. The mad welter of
feelings Mattie has for handsome but dull Royal Loomis, who says he wants to marry her. And the secret dreams that keep her going--visions of
finishing high school, going to college in New York City, becoming a writer. Desperate for money, she takes a job at the Glenmore, where hotel
guest Grace Brown entrusts her with the task of burning a secret bundle of letters. But when Grace's drowned body is fished from Big Moose
Lake, Mattie discovers that the letters could reveal the grim truth behind a murder. Set in 1906 in the Adirondack Mountains, against the
backdrop of the murder that inspired Theodore Dreiser's An American Tragedy.

Revolution Donnelly, Jennifer FIC DON

Doiicly | Revolution artfully weaves two girls’ stories into one unforgettable account of life, loss, and enduring love; it spans centuries and vividly depicts

the eternal struggles of the human heart.

BROOKLYN: Andi Alpers is on the edge. She’s angry at her father for leaving, angry at her mother for not being able to cope, and heartbroken
by the loss of her younger brother, Truman. Rage and grief are destroying her. And she’s about to be expelled from Brooklyn Heights’ most
prestigious private school when her father intervenes. Now Andi must accompany him to Paris for winter break.

PARIS: Alexandrine Paradis lived over two centuries ago. She dreamed of making her mark on the Paris stage, but a fateful encounter with a
doomed prince of France cast her in a tragic role she didn’t want—and couldn’t escape.

Two girls, two centuries apart. One never knowing the other. But when Andi finds Alexandrine’s diary, she recognizes something in her words and is moved to
the point of obsession. There’s comfort and distraction for Andi in the journal’s antique pages—until, on a midnight journey through the catacombs of Paris,
Alexandrine’s words transcend paper and time, and the past becomes suddenly, terrifyingly present.

Copper Sun Draper, Sharon FIC DRA

Stolen from her village, sold to the highest bidder,
fifteen-year-old Amari has only one thing left of her own -- hope.

Amari's life was once perfect. Engaged to the handsomest man in her tribe, adored by her family, and living in a beautiful village, she could not
have imagined everything could be taken away from her in an instant. But when slave traders invade her village and brutally murder her entire
family, Amari finds herself dragged away to a slave ship headed to the Carolinas, where she is bought by a plantation owner and given to his son
as a birthday present.

Survival seems all that Amari can hope for. But then an act of unimaginable cruelty provides her with an opportunity to escape, and with an
indentured servant named Polly she flees to Fort Mose, Florida, in search of sanctuary at the Spanish colony. Can the illusive dream of freedom sustain Amari and
Polly on their arduous journey, fraught with hardship and danger?
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The Count of Monte Dumas, Alexandre FIC DUM

The Count
of Monte Cristo

Set against the tumultuous years of the post-Napoleonic era, The Count of Monet Cristo recounts the swashbuckling adventures of Edmond
Dantes, a dashing young sailor falsely accused of treason. The story of his long imprisonment, dramatic escape, and carefully wrought revenge
offers up a vision of France that has become immortal.

The Three Musketeers Dumas, Alexandre FIC DUM

D'Artagnan, arriving in Paris from Gascony with no horse and few worldly goods wishes to join the King's Guards. He finds himself in the
company of three musketeers, Athos, Porthos and Aramis, the most renowned fighters of their day. The adventures they share, fighting for the
honour of the Queen against the machinations of 'Milady', are rich in drama, colour and romance, which is why "The Three Musketeers" has
remained so popular since its first serialisation in 1844.

My Name Is Not Easy Edwardson, Debby Dahl FIC EDW

My name is not easy. My name is hard like ocean ice grinding the shore . . . Luke knows his Ifiupiag name is full of sounds white people can’t
say. So he leaves it behind when he and his brothers are sent to boarding school hundreds of miles away from their Arctic village. At Sacred Heart
School, students—Eskimo, Indian, White—line up on different sides of the cafeteria like there’s some kind of war going on. Here, speaking
Ifiupiag—or any native language—is forbidden. And Father Mullen, whose fury is like a force of nature, is ready to slap down those who disobey.
Luke struggles to survive at Sacred Heart. But he’s not the only one. There’s smart-aleck Amiq, a daring leader— if he doesn’t self-destruct;
Chickie, blond and freckled, a different kind of outsider; and small, quiet Junior, noticing everything and writing it all down. They each have their
own story to tell. But once their separate stories come together, things at Sacred Heart School—and the wider world—will never be the same.

Invisible Man Ellison, Ralph FIC ELL

First published in 1952 and immediately hailed as a masterpiece, Invisible Man is one of those rare novels that have changed the shape of
American literature. For not only does Ralph Ellison's nightmare journey across the racial divide tell unparalleled truths about the nature of
bigotry and its effects on the minds of both victims and perpetrators, it gives us an entirely new model of what a novel can be. As he journeys
perraeeess (rom the Deep South to the street and basements of Harlem, from a horrifying "battle royal" where black men are reduced to fighting animals, to
|nV S ble a Communist rally where they are elevated to the status of trophies, Ralph Ellison's nameless protagonist ushers readers into a parallel universe
M that throws our own into harsh and even hilarious relief. Suspenseful and sardonic, narrated in a voice that takes in the symphonic range of the

a n American language, black and white, Invisible Man is one of the most audacious and dazzling novels of our century.

The Pillars of the Earth*  Follett, Ken FIC FOL

) A spellbinding epic set in twelfth-century England. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of the lives entwined in the building of the greatest
. Gothic cathedral the world has ever known-and a struggle between good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against brother.

Cold Mountain Frazier, Charles FIC FRA

iR, Sorely wounded and fatally disillusioned in the fighting at Petersburg, a Confederate soldier named Inman decides to walk back to his home in
. MOUNTAIN the Blue Ridge mountains to Ada, the woman he loves. His trek across the disintegrating South brings him into intimate and sometimes lethal
converse with slaves and marauders, bounty hunters and witches, both helpful and malign. At the same time, the intrepid Ada is trying to revive
her father’s derelict farm and learning to survive in a world where the old certainties have been swept away. As it interweaves their stories, Cold
Mountain asserts itself as an authentic odyssey, hugely powerful, majestically lovely, and keenly moving.

Nobody s Princess Friesner, Esther FIC FRI

She is beautiful, she is a princess, and Aphrodite is her favorite goddess, but something in Helen of Sparta just itches for more out of life. Not
one to count on the gods—or her looks—to take care of her, Helen sets out to get what she wants with steely determination and a sassy attitude.
That same attitude makes Helen a few enemies—such as the self-proclaimed "son of Zeus" Theseus—but it also intrigues, charms, and amuses
those who become her friends, from the famed huntress Atalanta to the young priestess who is the Oracle of Delphi.

In Nobody's Princess, author Esther Friesner deftly weaves together history and myth as she takes a new look at the girl who will become Helen
of Troy. The resulting story offers up adventure, humor, and a fresh and engaging heroine you cannot help but root for.
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Memoirs of a Geisha Golden, Arthur FIC GOL

Speaking to us with the wisdom of age and in a voice at once haunting and startlingly immediate, Nitta Sayuri tells the story of her life as a
geisha. It begins in a poor fishing village in 1929, when, as a nine-year-old girl with unusual blue-gray eyes, she is taken from her home and sold
into slavery to a renowned geisha house. We witness her transformation as she learns the rigorous arts of the geisha: dance and music; wearing
kimono, elaborate makeup, and hair; pouring sake to reveal just a touch of inner wrist; competing with a jealous rival for men's solicitude and the
money that goes with it.

The Other Boleyn Girl Gregory, Philippa FIC GRE

g(‘)ILYL?J’(‘JflﬁL ; When Mary Boleyn comes to court as an innocent girl of fourteen, she catches the eye of the handsome and charming Henry VIII. Dazzled by
iNJI @ the king, Mary falls in love with both her golden prince and her growing role as unofficial queen. However, she soon realizes just how much she is
a pawn in her family’s ambitious plots as the king’s interest begins to wane, and soon she is forced to step aside for her best friend and rival: her
sister, Anne. With her own destiny suddenly unknown, Mary realizes that she must defy her family and take fate into her own hands.
With more than one million copies in print and adapted for the big screen, The Other Boleyn Girl is a riveting historical drama. It brings to light
a woman of extraordinary determination and desire who lived at the heart of the most exciting and glamorous court in Europe, and survived a
treacherous political landscape by following her heart.

Grass Dancer Power, Susan FIC POW

On a Sioux reservation in North Dakota potent forces converge today, as they have for centuries. Ancestral ghosts make their presence known
among the living. Dreams inspire journeys, both literal and physical. The dying are summoned to a council fire "five steps beyond the edge of the
universe." And, through it all, good medicine and bad magic nudge the intricate twists of fate.

Such is the setting for Susan Power's debut novel, The Grass Dancer, itself a remarkable journey through many times and many realms. Power,
an enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, has created a spellbinding collection of interwoven tales that not only illuminate the hearts,
minds, and spirits of an unforgettable cast of characters but also offer startling insights into the use and abuse of power.

Water for Elephants Gruen, Sara FIC GRU

Though he may not speak of them, the memories still dwell inside Jacob Jankowski's ninety-something-year-old mind. Memories of himself as a
young man, tossed by fate onto a rickety train that was home to the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. Memories of a world filled
with freaks and clowns, with wonder and pain and anger and passion; a world with its own narrow, irrational rules, its own way of life, and its own
way of death. The world of the circus: to Jacob it was both salvation and a living hell.

Jacob was there because his luck had run out—orphaned and penniless, he had no direction until he landed on this locomotive "ship of fools."
It was the early part of the Great Depression, and everyone in this third-rate circus was lucky to have any job at all. Marlena, the star of the
: equestrian act, was there because she fell in love with the wrong man, a handsome circus boss with a wide mean streak. And Rosie the elephant
was there because she was the great gray hope, the new act that was going to be the salvation of the circus; the only problem was, Rosie didn't have an act—in
fact, she couldn't even follow instructions. The bond that grew among this unlikely trio was one of love and trust, and ultimately, it was their only hope for

survival.

Snow Falling on Cedars  Guterson, David FIC GUT

A “finely wrought, flawlessly written” novel, set on a small island in the Puget Sound, that is “at various moments a courtroom drama, an
interracial love story, and a war chronicle.” “Guterson has fashioned something haunting and true”

Harris, Robert FIC HAR

All along the Mediterranean coast, the Roman empire’s richest citizens are relaxing in their luxurious villas, enjoying the last days of summer.
The world’s largest navy lies peacefully at anchor in Misenum. The tourists are spending their money in the seaside resorts of Baiae,
Herculaneum, and Pompeii.

But the carefree lifestyle and gorgeous weather belie an impending cataclysm, and only one man is worried. The young engineer Marcus
Attilius Primus has just taken charge of the Aqua Augusta, the enormous aqueduct that brings fresh water to a quarter of a million people in nine
towns around the Bay of Naples. His predecessor has disappeared. Springs are failing for the first time in generations. And now there is a crisis on
the Augusta’s sixty-mile main line—somewhere to the north of Pompeii, on the slopes of Mount Vesuvius.

Attilius—decent, practical, and incorruptible—promises Pliny, the famous scholar who commands the navy, that he can repair the aqueduct before the
reservoir runs dry. His plan is to travel to Pompeii and put together an expedition, then head out to the place where he believes the fault lies. But Pompeii proves
to be a corrupt and violent town, and Attilius soon discovers that there are powerful forces at work—both natural and man-made—threatening to destroy him.

The Kite Runner Hosseini, Khaled FIC HOS

| The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his father's servant, The Kite Runner is
a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the
possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies.

A sweeping story of family, love, and friendship told against the devastating backdrop of the history of Afghanistan over the last thirty
years, The Kite Runner is an unusual and powerful novel that has become a beloved, one-of-a-kind classic.
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A Countess Below Stairs Ibbotson, Eva FIC IBB

”my After the Russian Revolution turns her world topsy-turvy, Anna, a young Russian countess, has no choice but to flee to England. penniless, Anna

o hides her aristocratic background and takes a job as servant in the household of the esteemed Westerholme family, armed only with an outdated
y housekeeping manual and sheer determination. Desperate to keep her past a secret, Anna is nearly overwhelmed by her new duties--not to
mention her instant attraction to Rupert, the handsome Earl of Westerholme. to make matters worse, Rupert appears to be falling for her as well.
As their attraction grows stronger, Anna finds it more and more difficult to keep her most dearly held secrets from unraveling. And then there's
AR S the small matter of Rupert's beautiful and nasty fiancee. . ..

emains of the Day Ishiguro, Kazuo FIC ISH

i The Remains of the Day is a profoundly compelling portrait of the perfect English butler and of his fading, insular world postwar England. At the
T end of his three decades of service at Darlington Hall, Stevens embarks on a country drive, during which he looks back over his career to reassure
’ o himself that he has served humanity by serving “a great gentleman.” But lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of Lord

THE

™

T

Darlington’s “greatness” and graver doubts about his own faith in the man he served.
A tragic, spiritual portrait of a perfect English butler and his reaction to his fading insular world in post-war England. A wonderful, wonderful
book.

Dav @&

Jennings, Gary FIC JEN

Aztec is the extraordinary story of the last and greatest native civilization of North America. Told in the words of one of the most robust and
memorable characters in modern fiction, Mixtli-Dark Cloud, Aztec reveals the very depths of Aztec civilization from the peak and feather-banner
splendor of the Aztec Capital of Tenochtitlan to the arrival of Herndn Cortds and his conquistadores, and their destruction of the Aztec empire.
The story of Mixtli is the story of the Aztecs themselves---a compelling, epic tale of heroic dignity and a colossal civilization's rise and fall.

Los Alamos Kanon, Joseph FIC KAN

e e o s In a dusty, remote community of secretly constructed buildings and awesome possibility, the world's most brilliant minds have come together.
) i Their mission: to split an atom and end a war. But among those who have come to Robert Oppenheimer's "enchanted campus" of foreign-born
scientists, baffled guards, and restless wives is a simple man, an unraveler of human secrets—a man in search of a killer.

It is the spring of 1945. And Michael Connolly has been sent to Los Alamos to investigate the murder of a security officer on the Manhattan
Project. But amid the glimmering cocktail parties and the staggering genius, Connolly will find more than he bargained for. Sleeping in a dead
man's bed and making love to another man's wife, Connolly has entered the moral no-man's-land of Los Alamos. For in this place of discovery and
secrecy, hope and horror, Connolly is plunged into a shadowy war with a killer—as the world is about to be changed forever....

On the Road Kerouac, Jack FIC KER

On the Road chronicles Jack Kerouac's years traveling the North American continent with his friend Neal Cassady, "a sideburned hero of the
snowy West." As "Sal Paradise" and "Dean Moriarty," the two roam the country in a quest for self-knowledge and experience. Kerouac's love of
America, his compassion for humanity, and his sense of language as jazz combine to make On the Road an inspirational work of lasting
importance.

Kerouac’s classic novel of freedom and longing defined what it meant to be “Beat” and has inspired every generation since its initial publication
more than fifty years ago.

Train Kline, Christina Baker FIC KLI

Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A community service position helping an elderly woman
clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and worse...
As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they seem to be. A young
Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would be
determined by luck and chance.
Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have haunted her for her entire life—answers that will
ultimately free them both.

Last Days of Summer Kluger, Steve FIC KLU

Last Puyx

Summer

Last Days of Summer is the story of Joey Margolis, neighborhood punching bag, growing up goofy and mostly fatherless in
Brooklyn in the early 1940s. A boy looking for a hero, Joey decides to latch on to Charlie Banks, the all-star third baseman for the
New York Giants. But Joey's chosen champion doesn't exactly welcome the extreme attention of a persistent young fan with an
overactive imagination. Then again, this strange, needy kid might be exactly what Banks needs.

s1eve Orgefm
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Obasan Kogawa, Joy FIC KOG

OV KOGAWA

A powerful and passionate novel, Obasan tells, through the eyes of a child, the moving story of Japanese Canadians during the Second World
War. Naomi is a sheltered and beloved five-year-old when Pearl Harbor changes her life. Separated from her mother, she watches bewildered as
she and her family become enemy aliens, persecuted and despised in their own land. Surrounded by hardship and pain, Naomi is protected by the
resolute endurance of her aunt Obasan and the silence of those around her. Only after Naomi grows up does she return to question the haunting
N silence.

Gr"ai/me Mercy* LaFevers, Robin FIC LAF

.

o
o

Why be the sheep, when you can be the wolf?
Seventeen-year-old Ismae escapes from the brutality of an arranged marriage into the sanctuary of the convent of St. Mortain, where
the sisters still serve the gods of old. Here she learns that the god of Death Himself has blessed her with dangerous gifts—and a
violent destiny. If she chooses to stay at the convent, she will be trained as an assassin and serve as a handmaiden to Death. To
claim her new life, she must destroy the lives of others.

Ismae’s most important assignment takes her straight into the high court of Brittany—where she finds herself woefully under
prepared—not only for the deadly games of intrigue and treason, but for the impossible choices she must make. For how can she
deliver Death’s vengeance upon a target who, against her will, has stolen her heart?

Larkin, Jillian FIC LAR

Jazz ... Booze...Boys...It's a dangerous combination.

Every girl wants what she can’t have. Seventeen-year-old Gloria Carmody wants the flapper lifestyle—and the bobbed hair, cigarettes, and
music-filled nights that go with it. Now that she’s engaged to Sebastian Grey, scion of one of Chicago’s most powerful families, Gloria’s party days
are over before they’ve even begun . . . or are they?

Clara Knowles, Gloria’s goody-two-shoes cousin, has arrived to make sure the high-society wedding comes off without a hitch—but Clara isn’t
as lily-white as she appears. Seems she has some dirty little secrets of her own that she’ll do anything to keep hidden. . ..

Lorraine Dyer, Gloria’s social-climbing best friend, is tired of living in Gloria’s shadow. When Lorraine’s envy spills over into desperate spite, no
one is safe. And someone’s going to be very sorry. . . .

The Rock and the River Magoon, Kekla FIC MAG

The Time: 1968
The Place: Chicago

For thirteen-year-old Sam it's not easy being the son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. Especially when his older (and best friend),
Stick, begins to drift away from him for no apparent reason. And then it happens: Sam finds something that changes everything forever.

Sam has always had faith in his father, but when he finds literature about the Black Panthers under Stick's bed, he's not sure who to believe: his
father or his best friend. Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore.

Sam wants to believe that his father is right: You can effect chnage without using violence. But as time goes on, Sam grows weary of standing
by and watching as his friends and family suffer at the hands of racism in their own community. Sam beings to explore the Panthers with Stick, but soon he's
involved in something far more serious -- and more dangerous -- than he could have ever predicted. Sam is faced with a difficult decision. Will he follow his father
or his brother? His mind or his heart? The rock or the river?

A Madness So Discreet McGinnis, Mindy FIC MCG

Grace Mae is already familiar with madness when family secrets and the bulge in her belly send her to an insane asylum—but it is in the
darkness that she finds a new lease on life. When a visiting doctor interested in criminal psychology recognizes Grace's brilliant mind beneath her
rage, he recruits her as his assistant. Continuing to operate under the cloak of madness at crime scenes allows her to gather clues from
bystanders who believe her less than human. Now comfortable in an ethical asylum, Grace finds friends—and hope. But gruesome nights bring
Grace and the doctor into the circle of a killer who will bring her shaky sanity and the demons in her past dangerously close to the surface.

Bloody Jack Meyer, L.A. FIC MEY

Life as a ship's boy aboard HMS Dolphin is a dream come true for Jacky Faber. Gone are the days of scavenging for food and fighting for
survival on the streets of eighteenth-century London. Instead, Jacky is becoming a skilled and respected sailor as the crew pursues pirates on the
high seas.

There's only one problem: Jacky is a girl. And she will have to use every bit of her spirit, wit, and courage to keep the crew from discovering her
secret. This could be the adventure of her life--if only she doesn't get caught. . ..

Morrison, Toni FIC MOR

In the winter of 1926, when everybody everywhere sees nothing but good things ahead, Joe Trace, middle-aged door-to-door salesman of
Cleopatra beauty products, shoots his teenage lover to death. At the funeral, Joe’s wife, Violet, attacks the girl’s corpse. This passionate, profound
story of love and obsession brings us back and forth in time, as a narrative is assembled from the emotions, hopes, fears, and deep realities of
black urban life.
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Fallen Angels Myers, Walter Dean FIC MYE

B o e

A coming-of-age tale for young adults set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in the late 1960s, this is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager
who volunteers for the service when his dream of attending college falls through. Sent to the front lines, Perry and his platoon come face-to-face
with the Vietcong and the real horror of warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry struggles to find virtue in himself and
his comrades, he questions why black troops are given the most dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is even there at all.

When the Emperor Was  Otsuka, Julie FIC OTS
Divine
Wes v e On a sunny day in Berkeley, California, in 1942, a woman sees a sign in a post office window, returns to her home, and matter-of-factly begins

e to pack her family's possessions. Like thousands of other Japanese Americans they have been reclassified, virtually overnight, as enemy aliens and
are about to be uprooted from their home and sent to a dusty internment camp in the Utah desert.

... Inthislean and devastatingly evocative first novel, Julie Otsuka tells their story from five flawlessly realized points of view and conveys the exact
,‘v“'f" | emotional texture of their experience: the thin-walled barracks and barbed-wire fences, the omnipresent fear and loneliness, the unheralded
feats of heroism. When the Emperor Was Divine is a work of enormous power that makes a shameful episode of our history as immediate as
today's headlines.

The Godfather Puzo, Mario FIC PUZ

More than thirty years ago, a classic was born. A searing novel of the Mafia underworld, The Godfather introduced readers to the first family of
American crime fiction, the Corleones, and the powerful legacy of tradition, blood, and honor that was passed on from father to son. With its
themes of the seduction of power, the pitfalls of greed, and family allegiance, it resonated with millions of readers across the world—and became
the definitive novel of the virile, violent subculture that remains steeped in intrigue, in controversy, and in our collective consciousness.

Jackaby* Ritter, William FIC RIT

Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook meets R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained
with a keen eye for the extraordinary--including the ability to see supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important
details, which makes her perfect for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A
serial killer is on the loose. The police are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul deeds are the work of the kind of
creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the exception of a handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to
deny.

The Monkey Box Rodriguez, Art FIC ROD

This story is about real people in a real time. It starts in the 18000s with Art Rodriguez’s great grandmother, Lydia, who was sixteen years old,
and Chico, who was twenty-six years old. It is a true love story. You will experience their relationship and the problems young lovers encounter.
Share in their life, their son’s life, and the family’s move to the United States from Chiapas, Mexico.

A
=ITANS

hfs Key de Rosnay, Tatiana FIC ROS

<Y

Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the French police in the Vel' d'Hiv' roundup, but not before she
locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few hours.
Paris, May 2002: On Vel' d'Hiv's 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write an article about this black day in France's past.
Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of long-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds herself
compelled to retrace the girl's ordeal, from that terrible term in the Vel d'Hiv', to the camps, and beyond. As she probes into Sarah's past, she
begins to question her own place in France, and to reevaluate her marriage and her life.

The Talisman Scott, Sir Walter FIC SCO

TALISMAN |

The Talisman takes place at the end of the Third Crusade, mostly in the camp of the Crusaders in Palestine. Scheming and partisan politics, as
well as the illness of King Richard the Lionheart, are placing the Crusade in danger. The main characters are the Scottish knight Kenneth, a
fictional version of David of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon, who returned from the third Crusade in 1190; Richard the Lionheart; Saladin; and Edith
B | Plantagenet, a relative of Richard.

SIR WALTER SCOTT
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Between Shades of Gray Sepetys, Ruta FIC SEP

Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet
officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a crowded and
dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make their way north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest

- 4 reaches of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's orders, to dig for beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of conditions.
{4"'5“\ Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously-and at great risk-documenting events by drawing, hoping these messages will make their way to her
father's prison camp to let him know they are still alive. It is a long and harrowing journey, spanning years and covering 6,500 miles, but it is
through incredible strength, love, and hope that Lina ultimately survives.

Out of the Easy Sepetys, Ruta FIC SEP

It’s 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine is silently stirring a pot of her
own. Known among locals as the daughter of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of life than the Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan
get out, but a mysterious death in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, her
conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusque madam on Conti Street.

Josie is caught between the dream of an elite college and a clandestine underworld. New Orleans lures her in her quest for truth, dangling
temptation at every turn, and escalating to the ultimate test.

Out Fasy

The Th|rteenth Tale Setterfield, Diane FIC SET

When Margaret Lea opened the door to the past, what she confronted was her destiny.

All children mythologize their birth...So begins the prologue of reclusive author Vida Winter's collection of stories, which are as famous for the
mystery of the missing thirteenth tale as they are for the delight and enchantment of the twelve that do exist.

The enigmatic Winter has spent six decades creating various outlandish life histories for herself -- all of them inventions that have brought her
fame and fortune but have kept her violent and tragic past a secret. Now old and ailing, she at last wants to tell the truth about her extraordinary
life. She summons biographer Margaret Lea, a young woman for whom the secret of her own birth, hidden by those who loved her most, remains
an ever-present pain. Struck by a curious parallel between Miss Winter's story and her own, Margaret takes on the commission.

As Vida disinters the life she meant to bury for good, Margaret is mesmerized. It is a tale of gothic strangeness featuring the Angelfield family,
including the beautiful and willful Isabelle, the feral twins Adeline and Emmeline, a ghost, a governess, a topiary garden and a devastating fire.

Margaret succumbs to the power of Vida's storytelling but remains suspicious of the author's sincerity. She demands the truth from Vida, and together they
confront the ghosts that have haunted them while becoming, finally, transformed by the truth themselves.

The Help Stockett, Kathryn FIC STO

Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal the silver...There's Aibileen, raising her
seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and
white Miss Skeeter, home from college, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would
believe they'd be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely
upon one another. Each is in search of a truth. And together they have an extraordinary story to tell.

St||| Star-Crossed Taub, Melinda FIC TAU

Romeo and Juliet are gone. Will love live on? Despite the glooming peace that's settled on Verona after the recent tragedy, Montagues and
Capulets are brawling in the streets. Faced with more bloody battles, Prince Escalus concludes that the only way to truly marry the fortunes of
these two families is to literally marry them together. Everyone is skeptical, but none more so than the pair selected, for the most eligible
Montague bachelor is Benvolio, Romeo's best friend, still anguished by the loss of his companions, and the chosen Capulet maid is Juliet's older
cousin Rosaline, the girl Romeo first loved and whose refusal of Romeo's affection paved the way for bloodshed. Contrary to their late cousins,
there's no love lost between Benvolio and Rosaline, yet they forge a bond to end the renewed feud not only to escape their forced betrothal, but
to save their lives and the city of Verona itself.

Sacred Hunger Unsworth, Barry FIC UNS

A historical novel set in the eighteenth century, Sacred Hunger is a stunning, engrossing exploration of power, domination, and greed in the
British Empire as it entered fully into the slave trade and spread it throughout its colonies. Barry Unsworth follows the failing fortunes of William
Kemp, a merchant pinning his last chance to a slave ship; his son who needs a fortune because he is in love with an upper-class woman; and his
nephew who sails on the ship as its doctor because he has lost all he has loved. The voyage meets its demise when disease spreads among the
slaves and the captain's drastic response provokes a mutiny. Joining together, the sailors and the slaves set up a secret, utopian society in the
wilderness of Florida, only to await the vengeance of the single-minded, young Kemp.

Uris, Leon FIC URI

Trinity is a sweeping and powerful epic adventure that captures the "terrible beauty" of Ireland during its long and bloody struggle for
freedom. It is the electrifying story of an idealistic young Catholic rebel and the valiant and beautiful Protestant girl who defied her heritage to
join his cause. It is a tale of love and danger, of triumph at an unthinkable cost -- a magnificent portrait of a people divided by class, faith, and
prejudice -- an unforgettable saga of the fires that devastated a majestic land . . . and the unquenchable flames that burn in the human heart.
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Code Name Verity* Wein, Elizabeth FIC WEI

Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at
he « . survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun.
C0E WAME VERITY When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a
@' spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution.
iy As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in
the wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on courage, failure and her
desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough to save her from the enemy?

Rose Under Fire Wein, Elizabeth FIC WEI

While flying an Allied fighter plane from Paris to England, American ATA pilot and amateur poet, Rose Justice, is captured by the Nazis and sent
to Ravensbriick, the notorious woman's concentration camp. Trapped in horrific circumstances, Rose finds hope in the impossible through the
loyalty, bravery and friendship of her fellow prisoners. But will that be enough to endure the fate that's in store for her?

Elizabeth Wein, author of the critically-acclaimed and best-selling Code Name Verity, delivers another stunning WWII thriller. The unforgettable
story of Rose Justice is forged from heart-wrenching courage, resolve, and the slim, bright chance of survival.

Red Moon at Sharpsburg Wells, Rosemary FIC WEL

P MOON When the Civil War breaks out, life in the South is transformed and nothing remains the same. India Moody must summon the courage she

didn’t know she had to plunge into one of the war’s most tragic and terrifying events—the Battle of Antietam, known in the South as
Sharpsburg—in order to get medicine to her desperately sick father. As she struggles for survival during the Union’s brutal occupation, India gets
an education in love and loss, the senseless devastation of war, and the triumph of hope in the face of despair.

AARPSBUL

The Book Thief Zusak, Markus FIC ZUS

THE YO0 THIEF

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still.

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist—books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.
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