
  

 

West Muskingum 
Academic Fund 

Academic Fund Executive Committee: 
Jen Allen, Nancy Barker, Deb Bennett, Elizabeth Burrier, M. Dean Cole (Emeritus Trustee), Ty J. Dierkes, Susan Earich,   

Valerie Gutridge, Lisa Hammer, Penny Higgins, John Pattison, Dr. Doug Ramsay (Emeritus Trustee), Chad Shawger, 

Jody Spencer, Kristy Szemetylo, Molly Tharp, Maria Thomas, Ab Vousden, Jeanne Weingarth and Jada Zimmerman. 

     As the West Muskingum Local School District traveled the bumpy road created by the COVID pandemic, the      
West Muskingum Academic Fund continued collecting donations on behalf of the students. Thankfully our contribu-
tors remembered us.  
     During a normal school year, the Academic Fund would provide teachers with financial support for educational 
opportunities such as assemblies, guest speakers, field trips, fees, and travel expenses for academic competitions. 
However, during the 2020-21 school year the needs were very different. 
     The West Muskingum Academic Fund Committee was pleased to award the district with $32,000 toward the        
purchase of Chromebooks for students doing either in-person or remote learning. Funding was also used toward the 
purchase of decodable books. 
     “The West Muskingum Academic Fund has always been an integral part of our students’ educational experienc-
es,” said Superintendent Chad Shawger.  “They once again found a way to reach as many students as possible dur-
ing a challenging year. Our staff thanks the committee for providing these great opportunities for our kids.” 
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Contributors from August 2019 through September 2021 

Memorials 

F.T. and Nanina Brackman 
Ruth Bugglin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Kappas 
Timothy and Cindy Linn 

Keith J. Patti and Susan J. Haas 
Dr. Thomas and Sally Ruggles 
Kim Smith 
West Muskingum Lions Club 

Evans Armstead  
Donald and Suellen Rhinebarger 
 
Jacob W. Baker 
Ms. Lexa Freshly 
Mr. Orlo Dale Freshly 
 
Thomas Baker 
Betty Baker 
 
Russell Bolin 
Marie Bolin 
 
Bruce R. Bates 
Susan A. Short 
David and Geraldine Zylinsky 
 
James Burrier 
Mr. and Mrs. Clair Muscaro 
Elizabeth Burrier 
 
Harry S. Carson 
Kathie Akstercwicz 
Dale Bagwell 
Richard and Patricia Boyd 
Nora and Ray Brofford 
Brownsville Senior Citizens 
Kristen, Nick, and Diane Cellentani 
Gene and Irene Dow 
Joe W. Garrett III 
Family of Uncle Milford and Aunt Mary Gutridge  
Joanne and George Karras 
Mrs. Lula Karras, and the George Karras Family 
Ginger Kinney                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Carol Lenhart and Mark Lenhart 
Mr. and Mrs. John Macko 
Shelley and Travis Miller 
Jill Mobley 
Rancel Newman 
Richard L. Powell 
Susan A. Short 
Ray and Judy Siens 
Alice M. Smith 
Larry Taylor 
Rod Taylor 
Molly Tharp 
Ruth Ware 
David and Geraldine Zylinsky 
 
Donald Lee Collins 
Jacqueline Collins 
Scott and Mary Ann Collins 
Mike and Lou Ann Maxwell 
Mark and Autumn Lee Tracey 
 
Mr. C. Gerald and Nancy Fisher  
David and Penny Higgins 
 

Thomas Frampton 
David and Penny Higgins 
 
Gabby Garvin 
West Muskingum Middle School Staff 
 
Shawn Graham 
Angela Higgins Muncie 
David and Penny Higgins 
 
Carol M. Hansel 
Carl Hansel 
 
Sheyallen Herd 
David and Mary Ellen Boyer 
 
Janice (Jan) Jenkins  
Nancy Barker  
David and Penny Higgins 
 
Phyllis Karling  
West Muskingum Athletic Boosters 
 
Chris King 
West Muskingum Athletic Boosters 
 
Wilma Kreager 
Rebecca Cooley 
Finley United Methodist Church 
Dave and Penny Higgins 
Keith and Lori Meadows 
Patricia McMillan  
 
Gene Kreuter 
West Muskingum Class of 1966 
 
Joseph Lamb 
West Muskingum Middle School Staff 
 
Jim Longshore 
Dillon/Richey Lunch Bunch 
 
Nikki Moore 
West Muskingum Athletic Boosters 
 
Robert Morgan- West M. Class of 1965 
David and Penny Higgins 
 
Madison Paul 
David and Mary Ellen Boyer 
 
John Porter 
Jim and Pam Booth 
 
Attorney Don Scriven 
Dr. William Harbron 
 

Clyde Snider 
Charles R. and Norma Baird 
Craig and Teresa Baldwin  
Thomas and Tamara Black 
Harry and Marilyn Carson 
David and Penny Higgins 
Ms. Susan Holdren  
Jeffrey and JoEllen Iden 
Richard and Patricia Jameson 
Muskingum County Community Foundation  
Molly Tharp   
Ruth Ware 
John and Stacey Wilson 
David and Geraldine Zylinsky 
 
Frank and Pansy Spillman 
Jacqueline Collins  
 
Karen Steinbrecher  
Terry and Susy Bragg  
Joanne Brown 
Frank and Amy Dosch  
Susan McDaniel Gable 
David and Penny Higgins 
James W. Hodges 
Michael and Kelley Huck 
Louise McElhaney 
Donald and Suellen Rhinebarger 
David and Carolyn Riley 
Randal G. Roll 
Linda L. Snyder 
James and Deidra Spargrove 
J. Fred Steinbrecher 
Molly Tharp 
John and Jan Tredway  
 
Fred Swinehart 
Jim and Pam Booth 
 
James Swinehart 
Carol Baker 
Sarah and Marion Baran 
Daniel and Kris Beebe 
Jim and Pam Booth 
Elizabeth Burrier 
Jonathan and Staci Coyle 
Frank and Amy Dosch 
Finley United Methodist Church 
Patti Swinehart Frye 
William Jeff and Joni Fornshell 
Tommy and Debbie Georgiades 
David and Penny Higgins 
Gregory and Kay Hothem  
Jeffrey and JoEllen Iden  
Kermit and Judy McKenzie 
Patricia A. McMillen  
Clifford and Phyllis Mitchell  

(continued on Page 3) 
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Treasurer’s Report  

PARK NATIONAL BANK 

View the current and past annual 

reports on the district’s website at 

www.westmschools.org. 

Click Our District and select the 

Academic Fund. 

James Swinehart (continued) 
Robert Morgan 
Sammy and Jan Pastol 
Richard Powell 
Donald and Suellen Rhinebarger 
Linda House Stiers  
Susan A. Short 
Carol Smith and John Smith 
Rick and Jennifer Swinehart 
Tansky, Inc. 
Molly Tharp 
Ruth Ware 
West Muskingum Class of 1966 
West Muskingum Class of 1970 
Richard and Connie Wilkins 
 
Tim Swinehart 
Jim and Pam Booth 
 
Willanna Swinehart 
Jim and Pam Booth  
 
Wayne Tharp 
Molly Tharp 
 
Nick Tilton 
David and Mary Ellen Boyer 
 
Kathran Trout 
John and Ann Janusz 
 
James Westlake 
Molly Tharp  
 
West M Class of 1966 Classmates 
Virginia Bell Johnson, Theresa M. Boyd, 
James Brennan, Louis Brown Jr.,       
James Burrows,  Michael Dalton, Delmas 
Dingey, Theodore Gainer, David Geyer,  
Jim Harrier, Candy Hendershot Schmidt, 
Cathy Hoffman Frame, John Holbein,    
JoAnne Huffman Tracy, Ronald Jones, 
James Jordan, Gene Kreuter, Kay Krause 
Elley, Wanda McGee, Timothy Mendenhall, 
Danny Noe, Linda O’Neil, Charles Reese, 
Dawn Richards, William Richards,          
Kay Smart, Lindsay Thornton Mattox, 
James Urban, Karen Wells 
 
 
Jason Winland  
Mike and Amy Whitson  
 
James Zechiel 
Nancy Barker 
James W. Hodges 
Molly Tharp 
 
Ernest “Punk” Zwahlen III 
West Muskingum Class of 1966 
Linda House Stiers 

Memorials Honorees 
Craig and Jody Ballas  
Scott Ballas 
 
Elizabeth Burrier 
Mr. and Mrs. Clair Muscaro 
Ms. Sharon Smith 
Ruth Ware 

In addition to purchasing the Chromebooks, the Academic Fund 
also purchased decodable books for K-8 students. Decodable 
books are books that are written with a focus on a particular       
phonetic pattern or word family. Each decodable book is written 
using specific sound-letter relationships throughout the entire text. 
These phonics patterns on the pages of these books include word 
families with short vowels, long vowels, vowel teams, or irregular 
sounds. 

 Beginning Balance 7/1/2020    $  490,321.95  

 Grants Awarded     $    29,019.71  

 Account Management Fees     $      3,825.73  

 Annual Report Printing & Postage     $      1,200.00  

 Annual State Filing     $          100.00  

 Contributions Received     $    11,110.00  

 Ending Balance 6/30/2021     $  605,709.87  

July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 

Dr. Douglas Ramsay, Treasurer 

Karen Helmbrecht Dickson 
Janice Helmbrecht 
 
Clint Helmbrecht  
Janice Helmbrecht 

Bailey Lones 
Mike and Lori Lones 
 
Kyle Lones 
Mike and Lori Lones 
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Academic Fund Contribution Form 
 

Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of $ ___________________ 

Contributor Name _________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
CIRCLE ONE:       In Memory of    In Honor of    Name _______________________________________________ 
 

Send acknowledgement to:     (amount will be omitted) 

 

Name ________________________________________________  

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________ 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Zanesville, OH 

Permit No. 394 

West Muskingum Schools 
4880 West Pike 
Zanesville, OH  43701 

BECAUSE OF YOU…  the West Muskingum Schools Academic Fund has supported hundreds of educational        
programs for thousands of students. Through the many generous donations, the Academic Fund has provided over  
$325,000 in financial support for nearly 130,000 students. 
     Created in 1982 by a group of concerned parents, educators, friends and community members, the Academic Fund  
continues to operate as a separate non-profit foundation with its principle monies forever remaining on deposit. The   
interest earned from that principle is spent each year to partially or fully fund enriching academic opportunities for the   
students of West Muskingum. 

     The West Muskingum Academic Fund sincerely appreciates the continued support from its donors. As an additional 
gifting option, donors can choose to gift stocks or other assets (such as life insurance or estate bequests), directly to the 
fund in lieu of cash donations. For more information regarding this and other planned gifting opportunities, please     
contact your financial advisor. 

            

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

Make checks payable to: 
West Muskingum Schools Academic Fund 

 
Mail to: 

4880 West Pike, Zanesville, OH  43701 
 

Questions about the Academic Fund: 
Call 455-4052 


