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Reading Comprehension Strategies That Work 
 
Focus: reading requires focus; remove as many distractions as possible.   

• Cell phones, computers, TV, music, and loud conversation all reduce the ability to focus.  
• When reading, be aware of moments when focus is lost and read the text again.  

  
Question: Asking and answering questions about a text will build comprehension. Parents can be 
particularly helpful here by asking their child questions about the text they are reading. Students 
should also learn to ask these questions of themselves.  

• What do you expect to happen next?  
• What problems have arisen and how are they solved?  
• Why are characters making these choices?  
As readers mature, higher level questions can be used  
• What do you think the author is trying to show or what is the author’s perspective?  
• Can you identify a theme? Is there an idea that appears in multiple ways?  
• Relate the ideas of the book to personal experiences or opinions.  
  

Summarize: Skilled readers summarize texts as they go, particularly with challenging or lengthy 
books. Developing this habit will increase comprehension immediately and allow parents to 
identify where help is needed.  

• When you finish a portion of a book or finish for the day, take the time to write a two -
sentence summary of what you have read.   

• ‘I like’ or ‘don’t like’ statements are not helpful, instead summarize what is happening. 
• Be specific; use character names and important events.  
• If you have developed questions about what you are reading, write them down.  

  
Visualizing: Develop the habit of visualizing the story  

• Picture the events, locations and characters  
• for many students, this will aid recollection and engagement.  

 
Talk about your book: 

• Find someone, and tell them about your book. 
• It can be done while driving, waiting in line, eating dinner, etc. 
• Tell why characters are doing what they are doing and try to predict their next move. 
• Retelling the plot as you go will create additional connections in your brain and allow for 

better recall of what you have read. 
  
  

Experiment with multiple strategies and find the ones that work for you 
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If you are unfamiliar with A.R. tests, here is the basic format:  
• A.R. tests are 5, 10, or 20 multiple choice questions, depending on the length of the book. 

Most middle school and high school books are 10 multiple choice questions  
• The questions are focused on the plot, questions do not require interpretation or 

subjective evaluations  
• Students have the opportunity to come to campus to test on Summer Library days (listed 

on Summer Academics page)  
• The test is taken on a computer, on campus, in the Liles Media Center for upper school 

students  
• Each student has a login for the A.R. system and scores are automatically saved and 

accessible to teachers 
•  New students will need to setup that login before their first test. When you arrive for your 

first quiz let Mrs. Baker know that you are new and need a login. It will take about 5 
minutes per new student to get a login and password setup. 

• Students may take as many or as few tests as they like in a day  
• Plan for about 15 minutes per test  
• Students will receive immediate feedback in the form of a score at the end of the test  

  
How to do well on Accelerated Reader tests  
• Read the entire book without skimming or rushing through to the end  
• Focus on your book when you read 
• Eliminate distractions  
• If you find your mind wandering or you are lost, go back and re-read until you are caught 

up and understand what is happening.  
• It is best to test at your earliest opportunity but when that is not possible, it is particularly 

helpful to employ strategies such as summarizing, taking notes, and talking with people 
about your book. Telling the story to someone will help fix it in your memory.  

• Know: what happened, major character names, and why characters made their choices  
• Don’t rush through the test, read the question and read each possible answer before you 

choose your answer  
• Relax and trust yourself  

 
If you do not do well: 
• It is a small part of your grade so do not panic 
• Each test is taken only once so you will not be re-taking the test on a book 
• If you received a poor score you can choose to read another book, test on the second 

book and replace the poor score with the improved score. 
• Use this feedback to change your strategy! Read through the reading comprehension 

strategies above and add one or two strategies with your next book. 
 
 
    
 


