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PATE PARENT UNIVERSITY

ARE YOU A COLLEGE READY PARENT?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Knowledge. A college education teaches your student to think critically and abstractly, to express thoughts and opinions, and to weigh options and make informed decisions.
Potential. College brings your student a world of information as he or she explores interests, and helps your student understand the issues that connect communities, the nation and the world.
Opportunity. Critical thinking and new technology skills are vital for success and advancement in today’s workforce and provide your student with more career and job options.
Income. A college graduate typically has a higher income and is less likely to be unemployed than someone with less education.
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Activity

Think back to your teenage
years. What do you wish
someone had taught you

then about money that you
can teach your child now?
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Be Aware.

at the Research Says......

Regardless of the economic, ethnic, or
cultural background, family/parent
Involvement in a child’s education is a major
factor in determining the child’s success In
school.

Source: PTA Policy Issue Reference Cards, Revised February 2009

Family involvement contributes to other
positive outcomes, such as better school
attendance, improved homework completion
rates, decreased violence and substance
abuse, and higher graduation rates.

Source: PTA Policy Issue Reference Cards, Revised February 2009

Parents are crucial in guiding their children
through a college preparatory curriculum,
and middle school students generally cite
their parents as their top resource for
academic planning and support.

Source: From Aspirations to Action, A Report by Institute for Higher Education
Policy, December 2007
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Myth or Reality?

“The financial aid package
awarded for freshman year will
stay the same until college
graduation”.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Financial aid packages vary depending on many factors.  Some parts of the package are renewable and some may not be.  You can, and should, ask if your financial aid package will be similar every year.  Also, you need to reapply each year.
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Why is College Readiness Important?

According to the College Board,
students take on average 6.2
—years to complete a 4-year degree
—(at an average cost of $18,000 per
year) often due to remedial
coursework.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students that do not meet the College Readiness Standards may be required to take developmental classes when they enter college. Developmental classes do not count for college credit, often have to be taken before students can enroll in college-level classes, can delay graduation, and statistically are a leading indicator for college drop-out. 



Myth or Reality?

“College Is so much different than
high school”.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
College is the first time when your child will not have you breathing down their neck, forcing them to do homework or wake up in time for class.  The different part for most college students is learning how to handle the newfound freedom and responsibilities that larger class sizes, more free time, and about a million distractions bring.
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Be Knowledgeable.
Types of Colleges

Technical or Career
College

Community College

4-year College or
University

Certificate
Diploma

Associate
Degree

Certificate

Diploma

Associate
Degree

Ability to transfer
to 4-yr
university

Bachelor’s
degree

Master’s degree

Doctorate
degree

Professional
degree

Computer
Programmer

Cosmetologist
Dental Assistant
Mechanic
Medical Assistant

Plumber

Accountant

Air Plane
Mechanic

Dental Hygienist
Legal Assistant

Paramedic
Engineer

Graphic Designer
Pharmacist

Pilot

Social Worker

Teacher

College Type What You Can Career Examples | Characteristics
Earn

Smaller Class
Sizes

Evening and
weekend classes
offered

Focus on skills
needed for a
specific career

Smaller class sizes

Evening &
weekend classes
offered

Can often transfer
to a 4-yr university
Smaller class size
Most attend full-
time

Can take many
different classes

Usually have
dorms on campus



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that different types of colleges prepare students for different careers, provide varied learning environments, cost different amounts and offer different degrees or certificates.  This chart is a comparison of three types of colleges.  You and your student will need to work together to choose the type of college that best fits him or her.

Degrees?
Associate degrees are offered by technical, community and some private career colleges.  It typically requires at least two years of study beyond high school.

Bachelor’s degrees are typically offered by four year colleges and universities.
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Be Prepared.

student is, it is never too early to begin
planning for college and talking about it.

Be Clear. Communicate your
expectations to your student about his or
her behavior and performance in school.

Talk. Have frequent conversations with
your student about schoolwork, goals and
the importance of education.

Encourage. Motivate your student to try
new activities, volunteer in the community
and succeed in school.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why college?
• A college degree offers your student a wider variety of job options.
• Of all the job openings between now and 2016 that pay more than $15 per hour, about 70 percent will require some college.
• Over a lifetime, a college graduate will earn on average $1 million more than a high school graduate.
• College graduates typically have better access to health care than those with only a high school diploma.
• A person who graduates from college is more likely to own a home than someone with a high school diploma.
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Myth or Reality?

“My child’s senior year doesn’t
ount. Once a college accepts him
—or her, it's okay If his or her grades
slip in the last semester”.

A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It counts against you if your student doesn’t stay on track.  With more competition for college seats, some colleges are rejecting previously accepted students if their course loads and grades decline.  Your student should finish high school as strong as they can and start up college at their best.


Be Helpful.

You may not always have a lot of time or know
exactly what your student is learning, but there
are ways you can help.

Check your student’s planner.

When your student is working on
homework or gets stuck, here are some
guestions you can ask:

o0 What are you working on?

0 Let’s look at this together.

o What do the directions tell you to do?

o What words or directions don’t you
understand?

o Tell me what you've done so far.

0 Let’s look in your book or notebook for some
notes and information that might help us.

o What did the teacher say when he or she gave
you this assignment?

o0 Who can you call to get help?

0 Can you go before or after school to get help
from your teacher?

.. ...
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Myth or Reality?

“Your student can’t get into a
selective college if they did poorly
in 9t or 10t grade”.

-
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colleges look for improvement in performance as a sign that they can and will do the work.  In fact, a vast improvement as a junior and senior indicates to a college that they have settled down.  However, do not expect your child to catch up for three poor years in one good semester as a senior.


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=poor%20grades&source=images&cd=&docid=Zx116L8r-QRV2M&tbnid=U4sZwMd8Oay1mM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://eagleionline.com/2009/06/16/1l-grades-the-good-life-percentile-ranks/&ei=tVhYUs_zLoSE9gTWrYDABQ&bvm=bv.53899372,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGB4JzQ-gMdeTn5LdlLuJiVFMvl-g&ust=1381607977522612
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=poor%20grades&source=images&cd=&docid=Zx116L8r-QRV2M&tbnid=U4sZwMd8Oay1mM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://eagleionline.com/2009/06/16/1l-grades-the-good-life-percentile-ranks/&ei=tVhYUs_zLoSE9gTWrYDABQ&bvm=bv.53899372,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNGB4JzQ-gMdeTn5LdlLuJiVFMvl-g&ust=1381607977522612

Be Informed.

In 3rd- 5th Grades

Check in with your student’s teachers to find out how he or she is
doing academically and socially in school.

Have your child set specific academic goals for the year. Review
them to make sure your student attains his or her goals.

Come up with fun reading ideas that make reading enjoyable; it
can become a daily habit.

Make a plan to check-in regularly about schoolwork/homework.

Review all academic papers, progress reports and report cards
with your student. You can celebrate successes and head off
problems as a team.

n 6th- 8th Grades

Have your student set specific academic goals for the year.
Review them to make sure your student attains his or her goals.

Make a plan to check-in regularly about schoolwork/homework.

Have your student clean out and organize his or her backpack
weekly. This will help your student turn in assignments on time.

Talk with your student about things they like to do and things the
are good at. Combining the two can often lead to possible
careers.

Encourage your student to take the most-challenging course that
he or she can handle.

Encourage your student to get involved in clubs and other groups
to feel more engaged in school.

Find out how your student may be able to sign up for classes that
will earn him or her high school credit in 8" grade.

...
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Be Involved.

In 9th & 10th Grade

Have your student meet with a school counselor to talk about careers that interest
him or her as well as which courses best prepare for college.

Talk with your student about ways to pay for college.

Find out how your student may be able to sign up for classes that will earn him or
her college credit in high school.

Encourage your student to explore extra-curricular activities at school and in the
community.

In 11th Grade

Attend college fairs and financial aid events with your student.
Make sure your student takes the PSAT in the fall to prepare for the SAT.

Help your student investigate which type of education is needed for the careers
that interest him or her.

Arrange campus visits to those schools that interest your student.

Help your student sign up for classes that will earn him or her college credit in high
school.

Make sure your student takes the ACT and/or SAT in the spring.
Help your student research scholarship options.
Make sure that school work is your student’s top priority, above sports or working.

In 12th Grade

Arrange campus visits to those schools that interest your student.
Make sure your student takes (or retakes) the ACT and/or SAT in the fall.
Help your student select and apply to colleges that interest him or her.

Make sure your student writes their required essay(s) early. Aviod last minute
writing that could have a negative impact on your student’s college application.

Attend a financial aid event with your student.

Make sure your student asks for recommendations (if required) from teachers,
counselors and others.

Help your student search and apply for scholarships in the fall.

Help your student complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
as soon as possible after January 1.

Make sure your student has his or her high school transcript sent to those colleges
to which he or she applied.

Make sure that school work is your student’s top priority, above sports or working.

Help you student choose a college. v
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What does it mean to have a college major?
Four-year colleges require students to major in a specific subject.
• A major is an area of study that your student focuses on while in college and is usually an area that your student might want to work in someday.
• A minor is an additional area of study that requires less course work than a major, but one that may also help your student in his or her career. Students usually choose (or “declare”) a major in their second or third year at the college, but most students change their major at least once. Students can also major in more than one subject. When deciding on a major or minor, it’s helpful for your student to ask:
• What interests me?
• What do I like to do?
• What do I value?
• What is the job market like for careers in majors that interest me?
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Be Supportive.

Understanding College Entrance Tests & Test
Anxiety

« Talk about tests in a very positive
way, even if you had negative
experiences yourself in school.
Your student will pick up on your
attitude about test taking.

 Remind your student that tests are
meant to measure how well he or
she understands a particular
subject.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tests Your Student May Encounter in School:
Explore/PLAN: Measures academic development in preparation for the
ACT and explores career options.
ReadiStep/PSAT: Measures academic development in preparation for the SAT and may qualify students for the National Merit Scholarship Program.
SAT

College Admissions Tests: Most four-year colleges and universities require admissions tests scores from applicants and accept the ACT or SAT. You must register and pay for these tests in advance. Some tests have the option to waive the
registration fee. Your student takes the test outside of the regular school day, usually on a Saturday.
ACT: Tests English, reading, writing, math and science reasoning skills. (www.actstudent.org)
SAT: Tests verbal and math reasoning abilities and writing skills. (www.collegeboard.com/sat)

If English is not your student’s first language, he or she may be required to take the TOEFL (www.toefl.org), which tests the ability of nonnative speakers of English to understand and use North American English.
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Myth or Reality?

“My student should take the SATs
—as many times as possible to get a
higher score?”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The scores of all the SATs that you take get sent to the college together.  Too many SATs (more than 3) on a Score Report could be interpreted negatively by a college.  An SAT score must increase by at least 30 points to be statistically significant.  Students should not take the SAT before the March/April test date of Junior year.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listening to your child is the most important thing!  Talking about interests and being open about your own experiences helps
Explore different options with your child.  Help them to understand that there needs to be a plan B 
Applaud students when they demonstrate CCR skills and encourage good work/study habits
Develop both short and long range plans with your child and separately (financial)
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Reflection

Write down three rules that
would be good for a person
to follow their whole life.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter rules:
Be honest with oneself
Work hard
Take responsibility for your actions
Parent rules:
Respect yourself
Work at something you love
Treat others as you wish to be treated


Congratulations.
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