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INNOVATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

The Board believes that there are times when the use of innovative educational approaches may 
be more compatible with the goals of the District's educational programs or objectives.  An 
innovative approach is a new, experimental, or disruptive educational approach developed 
based on an identified need that seeks continuous improvement in student achievement or 
student growth.  The approach should be workable and be tested and evaluated over time to 
gauge effectiveness.  To this end the Board may apply to the Ohio Department of Education 
(ODE) for the use of innovative programs in the District.  The District may only request an 
exemption for an allowable provision of Ohio Revised Code or Ohio Administrative Code.  The 
application must be submitted in accordance with required timelines and include the following: 

1. a detailed description of the proposed innovative pilot program, including how the program 
meets the ODE's definition of innovation; 

2. measurable outcomes, performance indicators, and method of evaluation; 
3. anticipated costs or savings associated with the program, if any; 
4. specific timelines for planning, implementation, and evaluation; 
5. identification of the specific statutory provision and/or rules for which an exemption request 

is made; 
6. rationale for each exemption request; 
7. specific period of time for which each exemption is requested; 
8. the potential impact of the proposed innovative pilot program on data reporting, student 

assessments, student learning, graduation requirements, compliance with Federal law, 
and/or any other areas that may be impacted; 

9. a description of what will happen if the proposed pilot program fails; 
10. a disclosure of whether the applicant is currently subject to any corrective action plan by 

ODE or the State Board of Education and 
11. written consent of the teachers' union. 

The District continues to comply with all statutory requirements from which an exemption is 
requested until such a time as the exemption is granted. If the District receives an exemption, 
the Superintendent/designee must create an annual report and any other reports required by 
ODE. 

An approved program may be terminated by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or 
the District. 
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