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Newport-Mesa Unified School District 
                                                             Office of Secondary Curriculum and Instruction 

High School Course of Study    
 

Department World Languages Course 
Title 

Spanish 8CD 

Course Code  Grade Level 8th grade  Course Length 1 year  

Credits/Semester  Required for Graduation No Elective Credit  

Prerequisites 
Must have C or better in 7th Grade Middle School Spanish 7AB & Teacher Recommendation 

Community College Articulation  Name of College  

UC/CSU Articulation  Name of University  

Meets UC/CSU “a-g” Requirement   Meets NCAA 
Requirement 

 Honors Grading 
Differentiation 

No 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 This course covers in one year the second semester content of the high school Spanish 1AB course.  Spanish 8CD is 
  designed to be taken as the second course in sequence with Spanish 7AB.  Thus, the sequence of Spanish 7AB and 

Spanish 8CD covers the first year of the high school Spanish curriculum during grades 7 and 8. 
 

Beginning students will acquire the basic skills necessary to function in a variety of real-life situations they may encounter in 
Spanish-speaking contexts, interactions, and environments. Students will acquire and develop beginning reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking skills to communicate information about themselves, others, and relevant experiences. Students will 
utilize the appropriate vocabulary, linguistic components, and grammatical structures necessary to achieve desired tasks. 
Throughout the course students will be exposed to the various Spanish- speaking cultures and peoples which will include: 
Geography, History, Art, Traditions, & Current Events. The class will be conducted increasingly in Spanish. Students are 
expected to participate in class activities using the target language as the course progresses. 
 

GOALS  (Expected performance outcomes for students) 
 

• Develop, understand, and use the written and spoken language in a large range of situations & contexts.  
• Express ideas, opinions, and feelings orally and in writing.   
• Develop basic reading and analysis skills in the target language (L2).  
• Understand and use a variety of linguistic and grammatical structures correctly.  
• Develop writing skills through various productive contexts in Spanish.  
• Develop and utilize various decoding strategies.  
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• Develop awareness and become familiar with various Spanish speaking cultures and traditions.  
 
CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS 

 
While current State guidelines are being completed for World Languages, the NMUSD will adhere to National standards & guidelines. 
Foreign languages and our ability to use them are an effective instrument for international understanding and allow students access 
into the global community. The World Languages program is dedicated to providing a comprehensive, competitive program for 
language learners that integrates the “five ‘C’s” of language acquisition which are aligned with the National Standards, ACFTL 
Proficiency Guidelines, California Framework for World Languages, and California Standards for the Teaching Profession:  
 
COMMUNICATION - Students present information and exchange ideas about a variety of subjects 

Standard 1.1- Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and 
exchange opinions.  

Standard 1.2- Students understand and interpret spoken and written Spanish on a variety of topics. 
Standard 1.3- Students present information, concepts, and ideas in Spanish to an audience. 

CULTURES - Students acquire knowledge and develop understandings of cultures other than their own. 
Standard 2.1- Demonstrate understanding between practices and perspectives of Hispanic Cultures. 
Standard 2.2- Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of Hispanic cultures. 

CONNECTIONS - Topics integrate disciplines such as history, art, music, and English to reinforce what the student is learning in the 
school   setting with their current language studies. 

Standard 3.1- Students reinforce and further heir knowledge of other disciplines through Spanish.  
Standard 3.2- Acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the Spanish 

language and cultures. 
COMPARISONS - Students gain insights into languages as they compare their respective use of expressions, conventions, and 
language structures.  Critical thinking skills are challenged with various teaching approaches and techniques. 

Standard 4.1- Demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons between Spanish and English. 
Standard 4.2- Demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons between Hispanic cultures and their 
own. 

COMMUNITIES - Students learn to use the target language within and beyond the school setting 
Standard 5.1- Use Spanish both within and beyond the school setting. 
Standard 5.2- Students show evidence of becoming life long learners by using Spanish for personal enjoyment and 

enrichment. 
 

Evaluation   
Student achievement in all 4 receptive and productive language modalities (reading, writing, listening, speaking) will be measured 
using multiple formal and informal assessment tools, included but not limited to benchmark test results, final exams, end-of-unit 
tests, quizzes, informal oral/aural/written comprehension checks, homework, classwork, notebooks, portfolios, contextualized 
performance assessments, and written assessments using departmentalized rubrics.  District-wide benchmark assessments will 
be assessed using the following chart: 
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Course Outline   
¡Me gusta el tiempo libre! Unit 3 Chapter 1 

Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 

¡Me gusta el 
tiempo libre! 
 
*Extending/Ac
cepting  
invitions 
 
*Talk on the 
phone 
 
*Saying where 
you are 
coming from 
 
*Say what just 
happened 
using.  

 
*Using Estar w/ 
adjectives 
 
*Using Acabar + de + 
infinitive 
 
*Using venir + de + 
infintive 
 
*Using Gustar + 
Infitives  (me, te, le, 
nos, os, les) 
prepostional a. 
 
*Telephone 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 
a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 
cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
8language structures.  
Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 
integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 

N/A
 

*Telephone conversations: Skits 
students present to who class. Without 
scripts. 
 
*Voicemails in spanish: Students 
record message, teacher leaves 
message in L2. 
 
*Gustar + Infinitive Partner Activity 
 
*Dialogues 
 
*Venir and Acabar + De Practice 
 
*Expressing feelings: 
Question/Answer Aloud 
 
*Identifying emotions: Gestos 
 
*Flyswatter Game 
 

 
En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 
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studies. 
 

 
 
Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, final exam. 
 
Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
¡Deportes para todos! Unit 3 Chapter 

2 Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 

¡Deportes 
para todos! 
 

*Using the verb jugar 
u-->ue 
 
*Using the stem 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 

N/A
 

*Jugar Practice 
 
*Mas De and Tanto Como Practice 
 

 
En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
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*Talking about 
sports 
 
*Expressing 
preferences 
 
*Saying what 
you know 
 
*Making 
comparisons 
 

changing verbs e--> 
ie 
 
*Using the verb 
SABER 
 
*Using phrases to 
make comparisons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 
cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
language structures.  
Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 
integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 
studies. 
 

*Pensar Partner Activity 
 
*Preferir Partner Activity 
 
*Stem-changing e--ie Verbs Practice 
 
*Mini picture narrations using 
comparisons. 
 
 

Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 
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Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, final exam. 
 
Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
El tiempo el Yunque Unit 3 Chapter 

3 Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 

El tiempo en 
el Yunque 
 

* Using weather 
expressions 
 
*Using tener 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 

N/A
 

*Oyendo Practice 
 
*Present Progressive Partner activity 
 

 
En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
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*Describing 
the weather 
 
*Discussing 
clothing and 
accessories 
 
*Stating 
opinions 
 
*Describing 
how one feels 
 
*Say what is 
happening 

expressions 
 
*Using direct object 
pronouns 
 
*Using the present 
progressive tense 

a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 
cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
language structures.  
Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 
integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 
studies. 
 

*Tener Expressions Practice 
 
*TPRS: Storytelling. Students narrate 
in sentences & pics. Target language 
aural practice 
 
*Weather Partner Activity 
 
*Qué tiempo hace hoy—Whether song 
w/ manipulatives in Spanish. Students 
sing in target language and use 
manipulatives to demonstrate aural / 
oral comprehension. 
 
*Seasons and Art Activity 
 

Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 
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Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, final exam. 
 
Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
¡A visitar mi prima! Unit 4 Chapter 

1 Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 

¡A visitar mi 
prima! 
 
*Identifying 
places 
 
*Giving 
addresses 

*Using the verb 
DECIR 
 
* Using prepostions 
of location 
 
*Using regular 
affirmative tú 
commands 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 
a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 

N/A
 

*Telephone game around the room 
using “¿dice & qué dice?” 
 
*Human sentences 
 
*Map around the room: Give students 
directions using commands. (Tape) 
 
*Command listening activity: Teacher 

 
En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
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*Choosing 
transportation 
 
*Requesting 
directions 
 
*Giving 
instructions 

 

 
*Dops: Direct object 
pronouns 
 

cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
language structures.  
Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 
integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 
studies. 
 

prompts students to change locations 
in the class.  
 
*Student maps: Students give 
eachother directions using commands. 
 

 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

 
Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 
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Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, final exam. 
 
Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
En el mercado Unit 4 Chapter 

2 Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 
En el mercado 
 
 
* Talk about 
shopping 
 
*Making 
purchases 
 
*Talking about 
giving gifts 
 
*Bargaining 

*Using stem 
changing verbs:  o--
>ue 
 
*Costar 
 
*Using indirect object 
pronouns 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 
a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 
cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
language structures.  

N/A
 

*El mercado: Bargaining students use 
puntos (dinero) to purchase, bargain, 
shop in spanish.  
 
*Websearch: Pricing in Spanish 
speaking countries/ Exchange rates. 
 
*Powerpoint: Idops—oral/aural 
comprehension quiz in target 
language. 
 
*Sentence strips: Cooperative activity/ 
Guided practice with iDop placement.  
 
*Los no haceres y quehaceres: Las 
reglas de regatear.  
 
 

En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
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Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 
integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 
studies. 
 

gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 

 

 
Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, final exam. 
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Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
¿Qué hacer en Oaxaca? Unit 4 Chapter 

3 Key Terms Standards* Model Tasks Tools & Text 
 

¿Qué hacer 
en Oaxaca? 
 
*Ordering 
food 
*Requesting 
the check 
*Talking about 
food 
*Expressing 
extremes 
*Saying where 
you went 
 

*Using the verb 
gustar with nouns 
 
*Using affirmative 
and negative words 
*Using stem-
changing verbs e-->i 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication: 
students present 
information and 
exchange ideas about 
a variety of subjects 
Cultures: students 
acquire knowledge 
and develop 
understandings of 
cultures other than 
their own. 
Comparisons: 
students gain insights 
into languages as they 
compare their 
respective use of 
expressions, 
conventions, and 
language structures.  
Critical thinking skills 
are challenged with 
various teaching 
approaches and 
techniques. 
Communities: 
students learn to use 
the target language 
within and beyond the 
school setting 
Connections: topics 

N/A
 

*Demonstrative Adjectives Partner 
Activity 
 
*Restaurant skits 
 
*A/B partner: Ordering food in a 
restaurant using manipulatives (los 
cubiertos) 
 
*Making a menu 
 
*Food Activity 
 
*Food matamoscas Game 
 
*Food Vocabulary Activity 
 
*Stem-changing e--i Verb Practice 
 
 

 
En Español 1 
McDougal Littell 
and ancillaries 
Dime I 
DC Heath & CO 
Ven Conmigo I 
Holt, Rinehart, 
& Winston 
 
Video series 
with text 
 
Teacher made 
practice 
materials & 
technology 
components 
 
Newspapers/ma
gazines and all 
related realia & 
manipulatives. 
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integrate disciplines 
such as history, art, 
music, and English to 
reinforce what the 
student is learning in 
the school setting with 
their current language 
studies. 
 

 

 
Support -- for 
students struggling 
with content 

 
 

  

Content: Present key terms and explanations of concepts and content vocabulary in 
contextual situations. 
 
Process: Provide multiple modality explanations and practice, partner practice, 
scaffolding and memorization strategies.  
 
Product: Differentiated grading, including but not limited to: matching, oral, or fill-in 
quizzes for poor spellers, “second chance” teacher-monitored essay and test correction 
(before grading) , partner test. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation 

Extension – for high 
achieving students.  
Required activities 
for all honors 
courses. 

Content:  History, Art, Traditions, Current events, Cultural issues, cross-curricular 
selected topics. 
 
Process: Culturally based reading selections in the target language:  literature including 
news/magazine articles, stories, poetry. Participation in the target language only. 
 
Product: Presentations, projects, performances, critical essays. 

 
 
 

Evaluation 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  Checks for understanding, quizzes, homework review,  rough drafts of essays.  
 
Benchmark tests: Unit tests I, II, midterm, Unit tests III, IV, Comprehensive final exam, covers both semesters. 
 
Summative Assessments:  Chapter tests, research papers/essays, midterm and  final exams.  

 


