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LLndee[d Prima,ry Acadzmy Handmitmg Poii,cy

Rationale: The skill of handwriting needs tobe taught. It is a motor activity; a movement
stored in the b,ody rather than in the conscious memory . An effective /w,miwntmg pﬂ'étcy is
based on a style that is quick and easy to learn. At Lindfield Pn'rrw,ry Acadp,my we believe
that children should dzvzlop a clear and LQngLQ joinp,d-up, harwlerthg sty& that will
evzntuady become automatic to- use. An automatic StHLQ releases the bruin to concentrate on
the content of writing i.e. slozlltng, grammar, syntax, sty& and content. Ho,ndwrttmg should

he taught aLcmgsLdz phomc and spo,LLLng /cnovw&d,ge at all stages.
@jcecti,ve bwchmg of h,a,nd,wntmg can on,ty be achieved thmugh, rrwdzttmg All members of
staff ( Ln,cludtng &ach'mg assistants, sup,aly teachers and students) are pmvidzd with

appropriate handwntmg models and are precto,d to promote the agreed haerWnthg styLo, by
their own examplxa. Staﬁ should model accurote ha,n,clwnang reguta.rty and. children must

proctise b,y camfutty copying and repeating. It is important to- ohserve children writing to-
ensure thzg are fommg letters cmv,ctty. We follow- the Slo,ectrwn /-/o,ndwntmg Scheme which
consists of a cursive, J'O'Ln,ed /w,nderthg styk and ensures consstzncH across the school.

For curriculum O’ij,CtLVQS see alapande I.
Toensure progression we teach hand,wntmg skills in all year groups as fotlows:

Ea.r{.L?/ Years
In Ea,riy Years, children:

Are given opportunities to dzvvlop arm muscles

Take part in activities to- devzlop gross motor skills such as air- writing, pattern rrw,/ctng and
d,o,n,ang.

Complzba exercises to dzvelop fine motor skills such as mark ma,/cmg on paper, whitebhoards,
blackbhoards, sand troy s and iPads.

Learn the letter siw,lo,es taught by Read., Write Inc. m e T 1k

is necessary for the formation of letters and patterns. This progresses ¢ kg

@
Are introduced to-the fine motor skill movements and pencil control that ' "n "p

3

l

to- recognising and fOTang each lower case comctly, Ulaper case letters 1.

are introduced. in the Summer term.

Letter formation is tau,ght within daLLH Read Write Inc. sessions using 2
r‘hyms and Iah,m,ses (see alopend'tx 2) and Io,racthed in name erthg :
hooks throughout the week.
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At this stage children are shown and mcouraged to- d,evzlop correct, comfortab& and QﬁLCLQJ’Lt
p@ncLL grip using the rhym)z ;o,l)c/c and ﬂi,c/c'.

See SP’QCW”L units I and 2 Precursive Upright (Unit 2)

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghtjklm
nopqyrstuvwxgz
The qyu'tcla brown fcxjumps
oversthe lazH dcg.

Year One
In Year One, teachmg of the cursive script for lower case and calo,LtaL letters imgms.

In the Autumn Term, handwnt‘mg lessons bp,g‘m, with a focus on capital letters, dig'uﬁs and
handwrithg patterns as practise for pre-cursive formation. After the first half term, the
correct formation of pre-cursive letters is introduced along side the familiar Read Write Inc.
patters used in recepttzm’. Children learn that letters now-all start and finish on the line
using flick” and ‘kick’ in addition to- the pattere.g. Flick- round the apple and down the

leaf. .. ki K
E
Flick_ back around the apple | Flick_ down the laces to the Flick_.. curl back around t

k.. back sround
dinosaur’s bottom, ug his tall

and down the leaf . kick heel then around the toe _ kick caterpillar is tall
I neck and down to his toes
j C J

Cursive letters are grouput into fo,mLLLo,s' acccrd'mg to- movement ( see alapande 3). Each letter
ina fa,mLLH b)zgms at the same point on the line with a lead in' and finishes on the line with
a lead out. From the Slo,ring Term., the children are taught how to- join the letters with a focus
on phonbcs and thh frzq,uzncy word.s.

Letter formation is tau,ght through mode[['mg and d,a,dy hamivwitmg proctise, using worksheets
from the spectrum scheme/Year One laac/cs, where appropriate, or in handwﬁ,tmg hooks.

At this stage gmat empfw,sLs is still p[aced on devztopmg a correct, cmnfm'to,ble and QﬁLCDQ,rLt
p@ncLL grip using the rhym)z ;o,l)c/c and ﬂi,c/c'. Proctise however still requires an adult to- model
fLr'st and. then to ohserve and fw,[p, children maintain accurate letter fomat’wn. The teacher,
who walks around the class contmuousty comcthg Ia@n,cLL grips, sLtthg IaasLtLon, letter
ormation, size or placement, will ston had hahits forming before they h n. It is hetter to
top ng § nappe
have one 9ovd letter than a r‘O'W'Of povrty formp,d ones.



LINDFIELD
@ PRIMARY
ACADEMY

Autumn term |

Children will begin handwriting patterns to- introduce starting on the line.

Autumn term 2

Individual letters Begin teaching pre-cursive letters- one per day, in letler family groups:
CLLmbandsLLdz(LLtJ uy)

Trampoline Letters (rnm h bk p)

Rocking Round (ca d g o7g s)

Loopy letters (e f)
Zigzag letters (vwx z)

Each CathaL letter - a letter a day, as we teach the cap,LtaL we also recap the lower ca.se
Numerals O- 9 s written in ﬂumcy hooks

Slo,rtng Term
Recap individual letters
Teach joining of digraph and trigraphs in order from Read Write Inc.

Summer Term

Teach joining of Year One thh fmqwmcy words.

See Slaectrum unit 3

Cursive Upright (Units 3-4)
ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ahecdelghijklm

nﬁ,pqyrfs,t,u.)v'/w-»( N 1z

The quick brown '
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Year Two

In Year Two, the children continue to he to,ught the cursive script and progress to &ammg the
fou,r' basic letter joins through common Iahonbc and slozlltng ,o,attems :

Diagonal joins two letters without ascenders e.g. ai, ar, un
Horizontal joins two letters without ascenders e.g. ou, vi, wi
Diagonal joins two letters with ascenders e.q. ahb, ul, t
Horizontal joins two letters with ascenders e.g. ol, wh, ot

At this stage QmphasLs is IaLaced on the correct Io,encLL grip and handwntmg should still he
taught throu\gh modzlung and using scheme worksheets or‘handwntmg hooks at least three
times a week.

See Slaectrwn units 4 and 5

Year Three

In Year Three, children continue to he taught the cursive script, letter joins and Iarmted stybz
through slozLLLrLg patterns and thh fmguzncy words. Children should be aiming for joiruzd
handwrithg to he evident throughwt their work.

At this stage, correct ,o.encLL grip continues to he ta,ught, in addition toa focu,s on consLsthLcy
in size, Iaroportton of letters and the spacing hetween letters and words.

Handmittng continues to he taught through nwdzlémg and using scheme worksheets or
handwrithg hooks at least three times a week.

See Slaectrwn wnit 6 and The Ho,ndwntmg Rescue Scheme for /mprowd Consistent
/-/a,nd\mitmg’.
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Year Four

In Year Four, children continue to he ta.ugh,t the cursive script and b,egm tadzvelap a more
p,ersml stylz.

At this sta.ge children begi,n, to- understand the different pUrposes and uses of hcm,dV\/TLthg and
consider the Layout of their own work more ca,rzfully.

See Spectmm unit 7 The Handwriting Rescue Scheme for Improved Consistent Ha,ndwn;ttng’ for

interventions.

Year Five

In Year Five, children continue to he ta.ugh,t the cursive script and d,evzlap their per‘sona[ StHLQ,
which needs to he fast, ﬂumt and LQngLQ.

At this stage children are consLdming presentation and Layout. Children will also be given
opportunities to- choose their own media and ways of rzcord,'mg to- suit a specific
Iaurpase/aud,&m. Children who have shown thp,y cmsLstentLH write in a neat cursive script
which is fast, fluent and Legl,b,lz may b,qgm to- write in pen.

When do we get to-use Iop,n?
. PupLL voice ‘Ha.nd,y Ha.ndwn‘t'mg TLP,S’.

See Sp,ectrum, wunit 8 The Handmitmg Rescue Scheme for /mpm'vzd Consistent Ha,nd,wTLthg’ for

interventions.
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Year Six

By Year Six, all children should have dzve[opzd a more /ozrsonat stybz which is fast, fluent
and lszbLo.. All children will start year 6 using a pen.

See Slaectrum unit 9 The Handwntmg Rescue Scheme for /m,larowd Consistent /-/a,rLchwithg’ for

interventions.

Ch,LLd,rannHears Lk, 5 and 6 whamnota,chizving amtcmtvzscnpim%urd,auy woTk,
will receive interventions (see appmdi.x 5).
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As an acadp,my, we have devetopzd the foiLowing ‘Handwntl;ng Checklist cards that are wsed
in classrooms to-remind children of 9ovd ha,rLd\Aﬂ‘Lthg skills. These checklists are
dgﬁ“emntta&d for lower and upper /CQH stages.

ﬂ' J‘ﬁ Ly fﬁ&r Mﬂf’f@. \-P ngb§m u'_:l" VOLW/T @Lxu”w Gf:;m%(&;?l% b5 "bl'p
Are you... / ~ Are you... J A..,J
Suﬂng wﬁ;ywﬁd on the floor?

Sttﬁmgw&thyuurhdﬁ:mh'ﬂwbukafﬁw.dmu'? 5 < ik 3?
S with your head
itting i up? Holding your pencil carrectly?
Hoﬁtng your,mncd c.mudy?
Now rememberto- . . Now rememberto ..
Make sure yw.rpem:!l Ls .sha.rp
Make pencil Ls sharp.
$hirt ach lowercose it ove e ihe: I
Make sure the body of each leifer Ls the same size. Stt all letters o the lins. | 50 8)s C.c D Es R Gig
Sit all letters on the lne. : Make the ascenders and.
Make the ascenders and SRsrnasry Eans
M—' — - k‘r&:‘r‘ by “’J{ i '_'I: i aw—' =
The letters are well .s,uaad. - The ol
The letiers are all formed wrrn.dg i J:
ﬂmshapzofmhhﬂnruchan The shape of each lether ts clear.
Left Handers

Left-handed children need extro attention.

[f necessary, model movements and letter fmmat’wn fo7' Left-ha,ndp,d children with own Left
hand so that children do not have to make mental reversals of the movements.

En,courage left handers to tilt their paper to the rtght so that they can see what t/w.y are
vwittng.

Encourage children tv]ump’ with their IozncLL to make a space between words when putttng in
a f’mger' space is dg'ftcutt.

Left-handers may need leghtly more space hecause tfw,y find it more comfortable if the paper
is placed to- the left of their mid-line.

En,courage them to grip the pencLL SLLghtLy thhzr up than a rtght—handzr soas not to
interrupt the /aupd’s line of vision.



LINDFIELD
& PRIMARY
ACADEMY

Seat a left-hander sothat the movement of his/her left arm
does not clash with the rtght arm movements of a right—handzd child.



