Native American Fiction

* Denotes first book in a series

Title Author Call #
Crossing the Panter's Path Alder, Elizabeth FIC ALD

Sixteen-year-old Billy Calder, son of a British soldier and a Mohawk woman, leaves school to join Tecumseh in
his efforts to prevent the Americans from taking any more land from the Indians in the Northwest Territory.
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The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian Alexie, Sherman FIC ALE

The story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his
future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high
school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.
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The Brave Bird, James FIC BIR

Collin can't help himself--he has a unique condition that finds him counting every letter spoken to him. It's a quirk
that makes him a prime target for bullies, and a continual frustration to the adults around him, including his father.
When Collin asked to leave yet another school, his dad decides to send him to live in Minnesota with the mother
he's never met. She is Ojibwe, and lives on a reservation. Collin arrives in Duluth with his loyal dog, Seven, and
quickly finds his mom and his new home to be warm, welcoming, and accepting of his condition. Collin's quirk is
matched by that of his neighbor, Orenda, a girl who lives mostly in her tree house and believes she is turning into
R a butterfly.
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Two Roads Bruchac, Joseph FIC BRU
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In 1932, twelve-year-old Cal must stop being a hobo with his father and go to a Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding
school, where he begins learning about his history and heritage as a Creek Indian.

Code Talker Bruchac, Joseph FIC BRU

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other
Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War 1l in
their native tongue.

Sweetgrass Basket Carbell, Marlene FIC CAR

-

"= In alternating passages, two Mohawk sisters describe their lives at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School,
| established in 1879 to educate Native Americans, as they try to assimilate into white culture and one of them is
falsely accused of stealing.
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I Can Make This Promise Day, Christine FIC DAY
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um?RQ §E When twelve-year-old Edie finds letters and photographs in her attic that change everything she thought she

§ knew about her Native American mother's adoption, she realizes she has a lot to learn about her family's history
- and her own identity.

MX Name IS Not Easy Edwardson, Debby Dahl FIC EDW

Alaskans Luke, Chickie, Sonny, Donna, and Amiq relate their experiences in the early 1960s when they are
forced to attend a Catholic boarding school where, despite different tribal affiliations, they come to find a sort of
family and home.

The Ugly One Ellis, Leanne Statland FIC ELL

At the height of the Incan empire, a girl called the Ugly One because of a disfiguring scar on her face, seeks to
have the scar removed and instead finds a life path as a shaman.

If | Ever Get Out of Here Gansworth, Eric FIC GAN

Seventh-grader Lewis "Shoe" Blake from the Tuscarora Reservation has a new friend, George Haddonfield from
the local Air Force base, but in 1975 upstate New York there is a lot of tension and hatred between Native
Americans and Whites--and Lewis is not sure that he can rely on friendship.

Julie of the Wolves* George, Jean Craighead FIC GEO
e
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. While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the
: 1?4,3 :‘ North Slope of Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.
: piveg.

S @R\ as
e

B i
Code Word Courage Larson, Kirby FIC LAR

KIRBY UARSON

In September 1944 eleven-year-old Billie lives with her great aunt, Doff, eagerly waiting for her older brother Leo
to return from boot camp, and desperate to find the father that left when she was little; but Leo brings a friend with
him, a Navajo named Denny, and the injured dog they have rescued and named Bear--and when the two young
men go off to war Bear becomes the thread that ties them all together, and helps Billie to find a true friend.

Show Me a Sign LeZotte, Ann Clare FIC LEZ

It is 1805 and Mary Lambert has always felt safe among the deaf community of Chilmark on Martha's Vineyard
where practically everyone communicates in a shared sign language, but recent events have shattered her life;
her brother George has died, land disputes between English settlers and the Wampanoag people are becoming
increasingly bitter, and a "scientist" determined to discover the origins of the islands’ widespread deafness has
decided she makes the perfect "live specimen"--and kidnapped her.
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The Crying Rocks Lisle, Janet Taylor FIC LIS

ET TAYLOR LISLE

Thirteen-year-old Joelle has always wondered about her life before being adopted by the woman she calls Aunt
Louise and her husband Vernon. Joelle bravely explores--and reclaims--her past after she meets a boy who tells
her she looks like one of the Narragansetts, a tall and beautiful Native-American people who once lived in New
s England.

Touching Spirit Bear Mikaelsen, Ben FIC MIK

After his anger erupts into violence, fifteen year-old Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in
a sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island
where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his life.

The Ghost Collector Mills, Allison FIC MIL

Ghosts are everywhere in Shelly's life. Recently passed people, pets, and a boy who lives in the local graveyard
and lends her Smiths tapes are all part of spirit world she and her grandmother are privy to. In the tradition of their
Cree ancestors, Shelly and her grandmother help these lost souls transition to the next world by catching them in
W their hair. But when Shelly's mom dies, her relationship to ghosts--and death--changes. Instead of helping spirits

| move on, she starts bringing them home and hiding them in her room. But no matter how many ghosts she

Island of the Blue Dolphins O'Dell, Scott FIC ODE

Island of the
Blue Dolphins

The fictionized story of a Native American woman's eighteen years of solitary survival on San Nicolas Island, the
most remote of California's Channel Islands, after being left there in 1835 when her tribe was removed to the
mainland.

SCOTT ODELL

Apple in the Middle Quigley, Dawn FIC QUI
= Apple Starkington turned her back on her Native American heritage the moment she was called a racial slur. Not
o that she really even knew HOW to be an Indian in the first place. Too bad the white world doesn't accept her

{ either. So began her quirky habits to gain acceptance. Apple's name, chosen by her Indian mother on her
deathbed, has a double meaning: treasured apple of my eye, but also the negative connotation: a person who is
red, or Indian, on the outside, but white on the inside. After her wealthy [white] father gives her the boot one
summer, Apple reluctantly agrees to visit her Native American relatives on the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation
in northern North Dakota for the first time, which should be easy, but it's not. Apple shatters Indian stereotypes
and learns what it means to find her place in a world divided by color.

Race to the Sun Roanhorse, Rebecca FIC ROA

Lately, seventh grader Nizhoni Begay has been able to detect monsters, like that man in the fancy suit who was in
the bleachers at her basketball game. Turns out he's Mr. Charles, her dad's new boss at the oil and gas
company. Nizhoni knows he's a threat, but her father won't believe her.When Dad disappears the next day,

' leaving behind a message that says "Run!", the siblings and Nizhoni's best friend, Davery, are thrust into a rescue
mission that can only be accomplished with the help of Diné Holy People, all disguised as quirky characters. Their
aid will come at a price: the kids must pass a series of trials in which it seems like nature itself is out to kill them.

REBECCA ROANHORSE
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