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Title Author Call #

The Light in Hidden Places Cameron, Sharon FIC CAM

We Are Not Free Chee, Traci FIC CHE

Secret Soldiers Hutton, Keely FIC HUT

Lord of the Mountain Kidd, Ronald FIC KID

Soul Lanterns Kuzki, Shaw FIC KUZ

Nate’s family has a secret, and it’s wrapped up in a song. The problem is, his preacher father hates music, and 

when he catches Nate hanging around downtown Bristol with musicians like Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter 

Family, he comes down hard on him. So Nate sets out in search of himself and the song he thinks will heal his 

family. Set during the “big bang” of country music in the late 1920s, Nate’s journey of self-discovery parallels that 

of a region finding its voice for the first time.

Thomas is a thirteen-year-old coal miner, who lies about his age to join the Claykickers, a specialized crew of 

soldiers known as "tunnelers," in hopes of finding his missing older brother. Thomas works in the tunnels of the 

Western Front alongside three other soldier boys whose constant bickering and inexperience in mining may prove 

more lethal than the enemy digging toward them. But as they burrow deeper beneath the battlefield, the boys 

discover the men they hope to become and forge a bond of brotherhood.

Historical Fiction

The collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, second-generation Japanese American citizens, whose 

lives are irrevocably changed by the mass U.S. incarcerations of World War II.

Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco.

Fourteen teens who form a community and a family, as interconnected as they are conflicted.

Fourteen teens whose lives are turned upside down when over 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry are 

removed from their homes and forced into desolate incarceration camps.

In a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must rally together as racism and injustice 

threaten to pull them apart. 

In 1943, sixteen-year-old Stefania has been working for the Diamant family in their grocery store in Przemsyl, 

Poland, singing her way into their lives and hearts. She has even made a promise to one of their sons, Izio -- a 

betrothal they must keep secret since she is Catholic and the Diamants are Jewish.

But everything changes when the German army invades Przemsyl. The Diamants are forced into the ghetto, and 

Stefania is alone in an occupied city, the only one left to care for her sister Helena. And then comes the knock at 

the door. Izio's brother Max has jumped from the train headed to a death camp. Stefania and Helena make the 

extraordinary decision to hide Max, and eventually twelve more Jews. Then they must wait for the next knock at 

the door, the one that will mean death. When the knock finally comes, it is two Nazi officers, requisitioning 

Stefania's house for the German army.

Twelve-year-old Nozomi lives in the Japanese city of Hiroshima and every year Nozomi joins her family at the 

lantern-floating ceremony to honor those lost in the bombing. People write the names of their deceased loved 

ones along with messages of peace, on paper lanterns and set them afloat on the river. This year Nozomi realizes 

that her mother always releases one lantern with no name. She begins to ask questions, and when complicated 

stories of loss and loneliness unfold, Nozomi and her friends come up with a creative way to share their loved 

ones' experiences. By opening people's eyes to the struggles they all keep hidden, the project teaches the entire 

community new ways to show compassion.
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The Valiant* Livingston, Lesley FIC LIV

The Downstairs Girl Lee, Stacey FIC LEE

My Brigadista Year Paterson, Katherine FIC PAT

Echo Mountain Wolk, Lauren FIC WOL

When thirteen-year-old Lora tells her parents that she wants to join Premier Castro's army of young literacy 

teachers, her parents are shocked. Lora has barely been outside of Havana -- why would she throw away her life 

in a remote shack with no electricity, sleeping on a hammock in somebody's kitchen? But Lora is stubborn and 

surprisingly, Lora's abuela takes her side, even as she makes Lora promise to come home if things get too hard. 

After the Great Depression, Ellie and her family have lost nearly everything--including their home. They have 

started over, carving out a new life in the unforgiving terrain of Echo Mountain. Though her sister Esther  resents 

everything about the mountain, Ellie has found more freedom, a new strength, and a love of the natural world that 

now surrounds them. But there is little joy, even for Ellie, as they all struggle with the sorrow and aftermath of an 

accident that left her father in a coma. An accident for which Ellie has accepted the unearned weight of blame.

Urgent for a cure to bring her father back, Ellie is determined to try anything. Following her heart, and the lead of a 

scruffy mutt, Ellie will make her way to the top of the mountain, in search of the healing secrets of a woman 

known only as "the hag." But the mountain still has many untold stories left to reveal to Ellie, as she finds her way 

forward among a complex constellation of strong women spanning generations.

By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the wealthiest men in 

Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column for the genteel 

Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." When her column becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to 

address some of society's ills, but she's not prepared for the backlash that follows when her column challenges 

fixed ideas about race and gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a 

mysterious letter sets Jo off on a search for her own past and the parents who abandoned her as a baby. But 

when her efforts put her in the crosshairs of Atlanta's most notorious criminal, Jo must decide whether she, a girl 

used to living in the shadows, is ready to step into the light.

Fallon is the daughter of a proud Celtic king, the sister of the legendary warrior Sorcha, and the sworn enemy of 

Julius Caesar. When Fallon was a child, Caesar’s armies invaded her homeland, and her beloved sister was 

killed in battle.Now, on the eve of her seventeenth birthday, Fallon is eager to follow in her sister’s footsteps and 

earn her place in the fearsome Cantii war band. She never gets the chance.

Fallon is captured and sold to an elite training school for female gladiators—owned by none other than Julius 

Caesar. In a cruel twist of fate, the man who destroyed Fallon’s family might be her only hope of survival.

Now Fallon must overcome vicious rivalries and deadly fights—in and out of the arena. And perhaps the most 

dangerous threat of all: her forbidden yet irresistible feelings for Cai, a young Roman soldier.

revised 3/2022 Historical Fiction  2


