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Title Author Call #

One Last Shot Anderson, John David FIC AND

A High Five for Glenn Burke Bildner, Phil FIC BIL

Tumbling Carter, Caela FIC CAR

The Rhino in Right Field DeKeyser, Stacy FIC DEK

The Walk On* Feinstein, John FIC FEI

For twelve years, Nick has done what his hard-working, immigrant parents want him to do. Now he’s looking for 

his own American dream and he thinks he’s found it. The local baseball team is having a batboy contest, and Nick 

wants to win. But the contest is on a Saturday—the day Nick has to work in his father’s shop. Also Nick and his 

friends play ball in the city zoo—and Tank the rhino lives just beyond the right field fence. Nick’s experience 

getting the ball out of Tank’s pen has left him frozen with fear whenever a fly ball comes his way. Nick practices 

every day with his best friend, Ace, and a new girl who has an impressive throwing arm! But that’s not enough—to 

get to the contest, Nick has to lie to his parents and blackmail his uncle. All while dodging the school bully, who’s 

determined to win even by playing dirty.

Sports

When sixth grader Silas Wade does a school presentation on former Major Leaguer Glenn Burke, it's more than 

just a report about the irrepressible inventor of the high five. Burke was a gay baseball player in the 1970s--and 

for Silas, the presentation is his own first baby step toward revealing a truth about himself he's tired of hiding. 

Soon he tells his best friend, Zoey, but the longer he keeps his secret from his baseball teammates, the more he 

suspects they know something's up--especially when he stages one big cover-up with terrible consequences.

For as long as he can remember, Malcolm has never felt like he was good enough for his parents, especially not 

for his dad, whose love for sports Malcolm has never shared. That is, until Malcolm discovers miniature golf, the 

one sport he actually enjoys. And best of all, it’s a sport his dad can’t possibly obsess over. Or so Malcolm thinks.

Soon he is signed up for lessons and entered in tournaments. And yet, even as he becomes a better golfer and 

finds unexpected friends at the local course, be wonders if he might not always be a disappointment. But as the 

final match of the year draws closer, the tension between Malcolm’s parents reaches a breaking point, and it’s up 

to him to put the puzzle of his family back together again.

Grace lives and breathes gymnastics—but no matter how hard she pushes herself, she can never be perfect 

enough. Leigh, Grace’s best friend, has it all: a gymnastics career, a normal high-school life... and a secret that 

could ruin everything. Camille wants to please her mom, wants to please her boyfriend, and most of all, wants to 

walk away. Wilhelmina was denied her Olympic dream four years ago, and she won’t let anything stop her again. 

No matter what. Monica is terrified. Nobody believes in her—and why should they? By the end of the two days of 

the U.S. Olympic Gymnastics Trials, some of these girls will be stars. Some will be going home with nothing. And 

all will have their lives changed forever.

Alex Myers is a quarterback, but from the first day of football practice, it is clear that that position is very much 

filled by the coach’s son, Matt.

Alex has the better arm, but Matt has more experience—and the coach’s loyalty. Alex finally gets a chance to 

show what he can do when Matt is injured, and he helps win a key game to keep the Lions’ bid for the state 

championship alive. However, just when his star is rising, Alex is blindsided—the state has started drug testing, 

and Alex’s test comes back positive for steroids. Alex knows that is not right. However, he does not know if it is a 

mistake—or if someone wants to make sure he cannot play...
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Football Genius* Green, Tim FIC GRE

Rivals Greenwald, Tommy FIC GRE

Knockout Holt, K.A. FIC HOL

Losers Take All Klass, David FIC KLA

Lupica, Mike FIC LUP

Heat* Lupica, Mike FIC LUP

Levi just wants to be treated like a typical kid. As a baby, he had a serious disease that caused him respiratory 

issues. He's fine now, but his mom and overprotective brother still think of him as damaged, and his schoolmates 

see him as the same class clown he's always been. He feels stuck. So when his dad—divorced from his 

mom—suggests he take up boxing, he falls in love with the sport. And when he finds out about a school with a 

killer boxing team and a free-study curriculum, it feels like he's found a ticket to a new Levi. But how can he tell 

his mom about boxing? And how can he convince his family to set him free?

At Jack Logan's sports-crazy New Jersey high school, the new rule is that all kids must play on a team. So Jack 

and a ragtag group of anti-athletic friends decide to get even. They are going to start a rebel JV soccer team 

whose mission is to avoid victory at any cost, setting out to secretly undermine the jock culture of the school. But 

as the team's losing formula becomes increasingly successful at attracting fans and attention, Jack and his 

teammates are winning in ways they never expected―and don't know how to handle.

When twelve-year-old Alex makes up her mind to join her middle school's football team, she doesn't expect it to 

be easy. But she also never anticipated she'd be met with scorn and derision from her exclusively male 

teammates. Football has always been a source of happiness for Alex. She and her single father never miss a 

Steelers game on TV, and Alex knows she has a talent for throwing the perfect spiral. But the guys suck the joy 

right out of the game for Alex--going out of their way to trip her up during tryouts, and teaming up against her just 

to watch her fail. Suddenly, Alex is the lowest she's ever felt. But if getting QB is worth it to her, she's going to 

have to fight for it.

Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the way 

to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-

day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family's escape from Cuba, Michael's only family is his seventeen-

year-old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system--

or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who asks too many 

questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as much power as 

Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, 

Michael's secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most unexpected 

sources.

Triple Threat

The people of Walthorne love the special rivalry between the Walthorne North Middle School Cougars and the 

Walthorne South Middle School Panthers basketball teams. Ttwo star players are feeling the heat: Austin 

Chambers, captain of Walthorne North, worries that he’s not good enough to live up to his father’s legacy, and the 

brilliantly talented Carter Haswell, captain of Walthorne South, is already under pressure to get a scholarship that 

might ease his family’s financial stress.

While both boys do whatever they can to make sure their team wins, Alfie Jenks, a school sports reporter, 

discovers that behind-the-scenes scandals are just as much a part of youth sports as on-the-court action. When 

she blows the story wide open, the whole season is jeopardized.

Twelve-year-old Troy White has a phenomenal gift: He can predict football plays before they even happen. Any 

position. Any player. Any team. When Troy's single mom gets a job working for the Atlanta Falcons, Troy sees 

this as an opportunity to show what he can do. But first he has to get to the Falcons—and with tight security and a 

notoriously mean coach, even his mom's field passes aren't much help.

Then Troy and his best friends devise a plan to get the attention of star linebacker Seth Halloway. With Seth's 

playing and Troy's genius, the Falcons could be unstoppable if they'll only listen. But if he can’t convince Seth he’s 

telling the truth, the Falcons’ championship and his mom’s job are at risk.
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Kick Myers, Walter Dean FIC MYE

Sadia Nelson, Colleen FIC NEL

Ghost* Reynolds, Jason FIC REY

Roberts, Barbara Carroll FIC ROB

Rud, Jeff FIC RUD

Paralyzed Rud, Jeff FIC RUD

Kevin Johnson is a great kid and skilled soccer player. With attitude. Then he ends up in jail. Sergeant Brown is a 

tough cop and Kevin's mentor. With attitude. If Kevin and Brown can learn to trust each other, they might be able 

to turn things around. Before it's too late.

Nikki on the Line
Del plays striker on his high school soccer team, the Cardinals, and they’ve gone almost three seasons 

undefeated. To Del, it’s just a game, but some of the players think winning is all that matters. When an ugly tackle 

results in a major loss for the Cardinals against their main rival, the Rebels, things get heated between the teams. 

That night, one of Del’s teammates has his ankle broken by an unknown assailant, leaving him unable to take part 

in the playoffs. As Del tries to figure out which of the Rebels’ players is responsible for the attack, his coach brings 

in a substitute player, and he’s actually really good. Is it just a coincidence, or did someone finally take the above 

all else mentality too far?

Fifteen-year-old Sadia Ahmadi is passionate about one thing: basketball. Her best friend Mariam, on the other 

hand, wants to get noticed by the popular crowd and has started de-jabbing, removing her hijab, at school every 

morning. 

When tryouts for an elite basketball team are announced, Sadia jumps at the opportunity. Her talent speaks for 

itself. Her head scarf, on the other hand, is a problem; especially when a discriminatory rule means she has to 

choose between removing her hijab and not playing. Mariam, Sadia’s parents, and her teammates all have 

different opinions about what she should do. But it is Sadia who has to find the courage to stand up for herself and 

fight for what is right — on and off the court.

Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been running for the 

wrong reasons—it all started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased 

him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, 

Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic 

Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he 

could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to 

him?

Above All Else
Del plays striker on his high school soccer team, the Cardinals, and they’ve gone almost three seasons 

undefeated. To Del, it’s just a game, but some of the players think winning is all that matters. When an ugly tackle 

results in a major loss for the Cardinals against their main rival, the Rebels, things get heated between the teams. 

That night, one of Del’s teammates has his ankle broken by an unknown assailant, leaving him unable to take part 

in the playoffs. As Del tries to figure out which of the Rebels’ players is responsible for the attack, his coach brings 

in a substitute player, and he’s actually really good. Is it just a coincidence, or did someone finally take the above 

all else mentality too far?

Linebacker Reggie Scott is forced to deal with the repercussions of an incident that shakes his belief in the game 

he loves. When he is persecuted by angry fans for being a "dirty" player, Reggie is forced to confront his own guilt 

and decide whether he can continue to play his senior season and beyond.
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Takedown Shovan, Laura FIC SHO

Tate, Nikki FIC TAT

Bump Wallace, Matt FIC WAL

Mikayla is a wrestler; when you grow up in a house full of brothers who wrestle, it's inevitable. It's also a way to 

stay connected to her oldest brother, Evan, who moved in with their dad. Some people object to having a girl on 

the team. But that's not stopping Mikayla. She's determined to work harder than ever, and win. Lev is determined 

to make it to the state championships this year. He's used to training with his two buddies as the Fearsome 

Threesome; they know how to work together. At the beginning of sixth grade, he's paired with a new partner--a 

girl. This better not get in the way of his goal. Mikayla and Lev work hard together and become friends. But when 

they face each other, only one of them can win.

Deadpoint
Ayla loves climbing. But she prefers to climb indoors, with all her safety harnesses in place and soft mats to land 

on. Her climbing partner and best friend, Lissy, is much more adventurous and loves the outdoors. When Lissy 

starts hanging out with Carlos, the new thrill-seeking guy in town, Ayla wants to keep an eye on her and finds 

herself tagging along on a weekend climbing trip up Black Dog Mountain. But things go very wrong when Lissy 

and her dad, the only adult in the group, are badly injured high on the side of the mountain. Suddenly the risks of 

climbing become very real. Ayla and Carlos need to figure out how to get help, and every decision they make 

could have catastrophic consequences.

MJ knows what it means to hurt. Bruises from gymnastics heal, but big hurts—like her dad not being around 

anymore—don’t go away. Now her mom needs to work two jobs, and MJ doesn’t have friends at school to lean 

on. MJ especially idolizes the luchadores and the stories they tell in the ring. When a chance encounter with her 

neighbor Mr. Arellano reveals that he runs a wrestling school, MJ has a new mission in life: join the school, train 

hard, become a wrestler. Once MJ starts training at Victory Academy, she feels like the hurts in her life are 

beginning to heal.

But trouble lies ahead. After wrestling in a showcase event, MJ attracts the attention of Mr. Arellano’s enemy at 

the State Athletic Commission. There are threats to shut the school down, putting MJ’s new home—and the 

community that welcomed her—at risk. What can MJ do to save her new family?
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