Asian & Pacific Islander Fiction

* Denotes first book in a series

Title Author Call #
We Are Not Free Chee, Traci FIC CHE

The collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, second-generation Japanese American citizens, whose
lives are irrevocably changed by the mass U.S. incarcerations of World War II.

Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco, whose lives are turned upside down
when over 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes and forced into desolate
incarceration camps.

In a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must rally together as racism and injustice
threaten to pull them apart.

Girl Under a Red Moon Chen, Da FIC CHE

It is the late 1960s and there is no peace in the village of Yellow Stone for little Da and his family, who were
former landowners; they are all persecuted by the Red Guard, particularly Da's oldest sister, Sisi, who tries hard to
conform to the new political realities, but who cannot overcome the frightened hostility of the other villagers--so
Sisi escapes to find work in a school in another town, taking Da with her, and trying to find a compromise between
safety and justice, where she can make a decent life for both of them.

Farley, Christina FIC FAR

Sixteen-year-old Jae Hwa Lee is a Korean-American girl with a black belt, a deadly proclivity with steel-tipped
arrows, and a chip on her shoulder the size of Korea itself. When her widowed dad uproots her to Seoul from her
home in L.A., Jae thinks her biggest challenges will be fitting into a new school and dealing with her dismissive
Korean grandfather. Then she discovers that a Korean demi-god, Haemosu, has been stealing the soul of the
oldest daughter of each generation in her family for centuries. And she is next.

Gratz, Alan FIC GRA

On April 1, 1945 with the battle of Okinawa beginning, fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki, drafted into the
Blood and Iron Student Corps, is handed two grenades and told to go kill American soldiers; small for his age
Hideki does not really want to kill anyone, he just wants to find his family, and his struggle across the island will
finally bring him face-to-face with Ray, a marine in his very first battle--and the choice he makes then will change
his life forever.

Rice Without Rain Ho, Minfong FIC HO

= TRACH CHEE
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After social rebels convince the headman of a small village in northern Thailand to resist the land rent, his
seventeen-year-old daughter Jinda finds herself caught up in the student uprising in Bangkok.

-

re Horse Girl Honeyman, Kay FIC HON

When Jade Moon, born in the unlucky year of the Fire Horse, and her father immigrate to America in 1923 and
are detained at Angel Island Immigration Station, Jade Moon is determined to find a way through and prove that
she is not cursed.
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Girl of the Southern Sea Kadarusman, Michelle FIC KAD

S 14-year-old girl living in the Jakarta slums who longs to be a writer sees an opportunity to raise money for
school fees when she survives a minibus accident and the locals begin saying she has magical good luck. But
when the crowd turns against her and she discovers her father's plan to marry her off to an older man, she must
summon courage and conviction to write her own story.

0 Belong Kadohata, Cynthia FIC KAD

4 Twelve-year-old Hanako and her family, reeling from their confinement in an internment camp, renounce their
American citizenship to move to Hiroshima, a city devastated by the atomic bomb dropped by Americans.

Lalani of the Distant Sea Kelly, Erin Entrada FIC KEL

e This is the story of Lalani Sarita, a twelve-year-old girl who lives on the island of Sanlagita in the shadow of a
.~ vengeful mountain. When she makes a fateful wish that endangers her already-vulnerable village, she sets out
across the distant sea in search of life's good fortunes. Grown men have died making the same journey. What
hope does an ordinary girl have?

| Love You So Mochi Kuhn, Sarah FIC KUH
v oweone 0 Kimi Nakamura is obsessed with transforming everyday ephemera into bold outfits. But her mother disapproves,
Iﬂg\gg ~ and when they get into an explosive fight, Kimi's entire future seems on the verge of falling apart. So when a
/?\ocﬁl - surprise letter comes in the mail from Kimi's estranged grandparents, inviting her to Kyoto for spring break, she

¥ seizes the opportunity to get away from the disaster of her life.
& S . o . - . .
Kimi loses herself in the city's and meets Akira, a cute aspiring med student who moonlights as a costumed mochi

« % . mascot. And what begins as a trip to escape her problems quickly becomes a way for Kimi to learn more about
“i the mother she left behind, and to figure out where her own heart lies.
Soul Lanterns Kuzki, Shaw FIC KUZ

Twelve-year-old Nozomi lives in the Japanese city of Hiroshima and every year Nozomi joins her family at the
lantern-floating ceremony to honor those lost in the bombing. People write the names of their deceased loved
ones along with messages of peace, on paper lanterns and set them afloat on the river. This year Nozomi realizes
that her mother always releases one lantern with no name. She begins to ask questions, and when complicated
MR stories of loss and loneliness unfold, Nozomi and her friends come up with a creative way to share their loved

I ones' experiences. By opening people's eyes to the struggles they all keep hidden, the project teaches the entire
----------- community new ways to show compassion.

Inside Out & Back Again Lai, Thanhha FIC LAI

For all the ten years of her life, Ha has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and
the warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietham War has reached her home. Ha and her family are
forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Ha discovers the foreign
world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food . . . and the strength of her very own
family.
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The Vine Basket La Valley, Josanne FIC LAV
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Life has been hard for fourteen-year-old Mehrigul, a member of the Uyghur tribal group scorned by the Chinese
communist regime, so when an American offers to buy all the baskets she can make in three weeks, Mehrigul
strives for a better future for herself and her family despite her father's opposition.

The Downstairs Girl Lee, Stacey FIC LEE

By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the wealthiest men in
Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column for the genteel
Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." When her column becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to
address some of society's ills, but she's not prepared for the backlash that follows when her column challenges
fixed ideas about race and gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a
“f\ mysterious letter sets Jo off on a search for her own past and the parents who abandoned her as a baby. But
when her efforts put her in the crosshairs of Atlanta's most notorious criminal, Jo must decide whether she, a girl
used to living in the shadows, is ready to step into the light.

The Zodiac Legacy:
Convergence* Lee, Stan FIC LEE

g STAN LEE
&
ANGIE TONG

In this novel about chasing big dreams, a Korean-American girl travels to Seoul in hopes of debuting in a girl
group at the same K-pop company behind the most popular boy band on the planet.

§* CONVERGENCE

Confidential* Lee, Stephan FIC LEE

. In this novel about chasing big dreams, a Korean-American girl travels to Seoul in hopes of debuting in a girl
| group at the same K-pop company behind the most popular boy band on the planet.

In the Shadow of the Sun O'Brien, Anne Sibley FIC OBR

Twelve-year-old Mia is on a five-day tour of North Korea with her older brother, Simon, and their father, Mark, an
food aide worker, but she is scared because her father keeps sneaking off at night, and terrified that her brother's
sullen, rebellious behavior (which has absolutely nothing to do with the Koreans) is going to get them in trouble--
and things get much worse when she is pulled into a deadly political game that seeks to expose North Korean
atrocities, and her father is arrested.

The Best at It Pancholy, Maulik FIC PAN

The start of middle school in rural Indiana is making Rahul Kapoor feel increasingly anxious, so his favorite
person in the whole world, his grandfather Bhai, gives him some well-meaning advice: Find one thing you’re really
| good at. And become the BEST at it.

Those four little words sear themselves into Rahul’s brain. While he’s not quite sure what that special thing is, he
is convinced that once he finds it, bullies like Brent Mason will stop torturing him at school. And he won'’t be
worried about staring too long at his classmate Justin Emery. With his best friend, Chelsea, by his side, Rahul is
ready to crush this challenge. But what if he discovers he isn’t the best at anything?
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The Klte Flghters Park, Linda Sue FIC PAR

In Korea in 1473, eleven-year-old Young-sup overcomes his rivalry with his older brother Kee-sup, who as the first
born son receives special treatment from their father, and combines his kite-flying skill with Kee-sup's kite-making
skill in an attempt to win the New Year kite-fighting competition.

Red Thread Sisters Peacock, Carol Antoinette |FIC PEA

Red Thread

Scs ters

| Wen has spent the first eleven years of her life at an orphanage in rural China, and the only person she would call
fam|ly is her best friend, Shu Ling. When Wen is adopted by an American couple, she struggles to adjust to every
§ part of her new life: having access to all the food and clothes she could want, going to school, being someone's
daughter But the hardest part of all is knowing that Shu Ling remains back at the orphanage, alone. Wen knows
that her best friend deserves a family and a future, too. But finding a home for Shu Ling isn't easy, and time is
running out.

amy* Richmond, Caroline Tung [FIC RIC

1y caught, death would be a much better fate than what the Empire will do to him.

In the Western American Territories, Chinese American Ren Cabot has lost nearly everything to Imperial Japan's
rule. After the public execution of his mom for treason five years ago, Ren lives under constant scrutiny of the
Empire, afraid that one wrong step will rip apart what remains of his family for good. However, when a chance
encounter with a resistance group offers Ren an opportunity to save lives and quite possibly topple the
government, he agrees to their deadly plot. But his role will lead him straight into the heart of enemy, and if

the Sword* Snow, Maya FIC SNO

Kimi dreams of being a great samurai warrior, but she and her sister, Hana, are young ladies of feudal Japan. Her
future seems clear: Girls do not become samurai. But their power-hungry uncle murders their father, and their
mother and little brother mysteriously disappear. Determined to seek revenge and restore their honor, they
disguise themselves as boys to train at a school for samurai. Kimi and Hana are thrown headlong into a life of
warrior codes, sharp swords, and shadowy figures--as they work with fierce determination to avenge the brutal
wrongs done to their family.

Road Watkins, Steve FIC WAT

B and there he is captured by the North Viethamese Army and sent North as a prisoner and hostage--and during the

Taylor is a rebellious teenager with a habit of sneaking out to hang with his anti-war friends, so in January 1968
his mother drags him off to Saigon where his father is attached to the United States embassy; bored (and still
rebellious) Taylor sneaks out of the embassy to watch the Tet celebrations, just as the war erupts all over Vietham

brutal journey Taylor is forced to confront the realities of war and survival for the first time in his sheltered life.

The Dragon's Child Yep, Laurence FIC YEP

In 1922, ten-year-old Gim Lew reluctantly leaves his village in China to accompany his father to America, but
before they go he must prepare for a grueling test that he must pass--without stuttering--at California's Angel
Island, where strict officials strive to keep out unwanted immigrants. Includes facts about immigration from China
and the experiences of the author's family.

Colfer, Eoin GN 741.5 COL

TLLEGAL

EOIN COLFER
~ _ ANDREW DONKIN

= journey to Europe, and a better life, the same journey their sister set out on months ago. But Ebo refuses to be left

Ebo is alone. His brother, Kwame, has disappeared, and Ebo knows it can only be to attempt the hazardous

behind in Ghana. Ebo's epic quest takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and
finally out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a reunion with his
family.
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tle White Duck Martinez, Andres Vera GN 741.5 MAR

Stargazing Wang, Jen GN 741.5 WAN

Growing up in the same Chinese-American suburb, perfectionist Christine and artistic, confident, impulsive Moon
become unlikely best friends, whose friendship is tested by jealousy, social expectations, and illness.

American Born Chinese Yang, Gene Luen GN 741.5 YAN

All Jin Wang wants is to fit in. When his family moves to a new neighborhood, he suddenly finds that he's the only
Chinese American student at his school. Jocks and bullies pick on him constantly, and he has hardly any friends.
Then, to make matters worse, he falls in love with an all-American girl.
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