
 
Washington Central Unified Union School District 

 
WCUUSD exists to nurture and inspire in all students the passion, creativity and power to contribute to 

their local and global communities. 
 
 

1130 Gallison Hill Road 
Montpelier, VT  05602  Bryan Olkowski 
Phone (802) 229-0553 Superintendent           
Fax (802) 229-2761          
        

 
WCUUSD Quality Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
4.7.21 5:00 - 6:00 pm 

https://tinyurl.com/39kse4kf 
Via Video Conference* 

Meeting ID: 815 9851 1405 
Password: 385296 

  Dial by Your Location: 1-929-205-6099 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Approve Minutes of 3.3.21  
 
3. Reflection on Last Month’s Review (Literacy Student Learning Outcomes  ) 

 
4. Discussion – Presentation of WCUUSD Science Student Learning Outcomes   

4.1. Making Meaning Protocol 
• What do you see? 
• What questions does this presentation raise for you? 
• What strikes you as significant? 
• What are the implications for our work? 

4.2. Going Forward 
• How will we share this work with the full board? 
• What worked about this process? 
• What might we change for next month’s SLO presentation? 

 
5. Future Agenda Items 

5.1. Co-Curricular and Advanced Placement 
 

6. Adjourn 
 

*Open Meeting Law temporary changes as of 3/30/20: 
Boards are not required to designate a physical meeting location. Board members and staff are not 

required to be present at a designated meeting location. 
Our building will not be open for meetings. All are welcome to attend virtually. 
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WCUUSD Quality Committee 
Meeting Minutes Unapproved 

3.3.21 5:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

 
Present:  Stephen Looke, Jen Miller-Arsenault, Lindy Johnson, Kari Bradley, Anna Farber, 
Jim Garrity, Scott Thompson, Bryan Olkowski, Jill Olson, Kelly Bushey, Diane Nichols-
Fleming, Cindy& Mack Gardner-Morse 
 
 
1. Call to Order:  Kari Bradley called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 

 
2. Approve Minutes of 2.3.21:  Lindy Johnson moved to approve the minutes of Feb 3, 

2021.  Seconded by Scott Thompson.  This motion carried unanimously 
 

3. Reflection on Last Month’s Review (Mathematical Content and Practices):  
Lindy: People seemed to enjoy the videos of children demonstrating math skills. 
Kari: Seemed to have a robust conversation/ discussion.  
Diane: People understand math, it’s easier to talk about than the previous topic - 
appreciates the message that we are all mathematicians. 
 

4. Discussion – Presentation of WCUUSD Literacy Student Learning Outcomes:  
Jennifer Miller-Arsenault shared a slideshow presentation to the committee:  WCUUSD 
Literacy Student Learning Outcomes.   She had provided an opportunity for committee 
members to interact with the Jam board to answer the making meaning protocol 
questions. 
4.1. Making Meaning Protocol:    

• What do you see? 
• What questions does this presentation raise for you?  
• What strikes you as significant?   
• What are the implications for our work?  
Jill:  The format of the presentation tonight was helpful and easier to understand 
the analysis that Jen had provided of the data. Diane:  An hour for this committee 
feels fairly rushed.  How does this committee get at the hard questions - where are 
the gaps?  What are we missing?  How can we support? Lindy:  Feels that Slide #13 
is a good, concise resource for the full board. Anna:  Appreciated the photos and 
visual representations.  It is interesting to see ACT scores but hard to interpret as 
they are one whole sum.  
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Stephen: The full board should get an executive summary; the committee can have 
a more in depth discussion of the data. Kari:  The format of the presentation 
worked well; Jam board might work better if we were asked to participate earlier 
so that we can consider each other’s input to support the conversation.  Might help 
to have some verbal responses/ reporting.  The key part is getting to the 
implications/ how it applies to strategic planning.   How do we answer some of the 
questions that arise during discussion? 

4.2. Going Forward:  
• How will we share this work with the full board?  
• What worked about this process? 
• What might we change for next month’s SLO presentation?  
Anna:  The visual that shows both 19-20 and 20-21 is helpful. Jill:  We keep trying 
to do one huge topic per session - maybe we need to take several sessions to 
consider a topic.  There is a lot of ground to cover in an hour.  Liked using the Jam 
board interactively. Lindy:  Because we have invested in the curriculum review, we 
need to keep putting it out there that we are awaiting the results to inform our 
work going forward. Jill: When can we expect the curriculum review?  (Jen Miller-
Arsenault - expecting around mid-May.) Kari: What is that we think are priorities 
that have to go into strategic planning? Kari:  Seems appropriate for this committee 
to take a look at the curriculum review document and do some analysis to share 
with the full board. Anna:  Why do we use Star 360?  Jen Miller-Arsenault:  This is 
a quick, universal screener that is (at least partially) aligned with our student 
expectations - allows us to see generally how we are doing, and whether there are 
some students who we might want to take a closer look at (e.g. using Read 180 
assessment). Bryan Olkowski spoke about different ways to incentivize students 
taking these assessments (e.g. Star 360) seriously. 

 
5. Future Agenda Items  

• Next month:  Science 
• May:  Physical Education and Health 
• June:  Post-secondary outcomes 
• Co-Curricular and Advanced Placement  

 
6. Adjourn:  The committee adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lisa Stoudt, Committee Recording Secretary 

 















WCUUSD 
Scientific Inquiry 
and 
Content
SLO
Education Quality Committee
April 7, 2021



Modified Making Meaning Protocol

As you enjoy this presentation, consider:

● What do you see?
● What questions does this presentation raise for you?
● What strikes you as significant?
● What are the implications for our work?

Feel free to post in the Jamboard before and during the 
presentation.

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/the-making-meaning-protocol/?wpdmdl%3D12543%26refresh%3D5f9193ea15e291603376106%26open%3D1
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1FzHUz5g4FoD3DYwyA_2tScQjWY-ryHA7m25pKMgxis8/edit?usp=sharing


Curriculum: Standards and Performance Indicators*
Aligned to Next Generation Science Standards

1. Engineering: Engage in an iterative cycle of 
design to develop solutions to human problems.

2. Scientific Practices: Design investigations that 
generate data to provide evidence that supports 
claims they make about phenomena.

3. Science Concepts: Make connections showing 
how the concepts of matter and energy; change, 
cause, and effect; and structure and function can 
be observed across the science domains.

*Revised August 2020

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iPdPRUvk5JgQkT9g1hUV9Caxugedris4AX8W6vv101k/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nextgenscience.org/


Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)*
● Scientific Practices

○ E.g., Asking questions and defining problems, developing and using models, planning and 
carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, using mathematics and 
computational thinking

● Crosscutting Concepts
○ E.g., Patterns, cause and effect, systems and system models, energy and matter, structure 

and function, stability and change
● Disciplinary Core Ideas 

○ E.g., Structure and properties of matter, chemical reactions, nuclear processes, forces and 
motion, types of interactions, definitions of energy, conservation of energy and energy 
transfer

*NGSS adopted by VT AOE in 2013

https://www.nextgenscience.org/search-standards


Instruction: Elementary School Examples

 
● Marble shoot video 1 

(11 seconds)
● Marble shoot video 2 

(7 seconds)
● Marble shoot video 3 

(7 seconds)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p797ZyFUNRqQyiucj7l9H07Nz7nfKddI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WmE6UV6QVtwavM7Wp2FP7jjVwKe4355I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SEqJEK2wjcaNlcOY8gJZuuW-pesWDo6J/view?usp=sharing


Instruction: Elementary School Examples
Grade 5 examples and photos

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KpW9aAoiOK1kK7mwxnm1S3IfEtCJhNh9fV65XEbAp88/edit?usp=sharing


Instruction: Middle School Examples

● A Hiker's Guide to 
Stowe Pinnacle

● Hunger Mountain: 
A Steward’s View 
of the Mountain 
Ecosystem

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o2fIc9qwJD8bGwG2cSXJBI1hqmVcNSBfvhZ373xTxis/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o2fIc9qwJD8bGwG2cSXJBI1hqmVcNSBfvhZ373xTxis/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DZMKISK4AlyFCMVKzh9VtmhfaoUNoP4Pm-fHWAVS7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DZMKISK4AlyFCMVKzh9VtmhfaoUNoP4Pm-fHWAVS7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DZMKISK4AlyFCMVKzh9VtmhfaoUNoP4Pm-fHWAVS7Qk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DZMKISK4AlyFCMVKzh9VtmhfaoUNoP4Pm-fHWAVS7Qk/edit?usp=sharing


Instruction: High School Examples 



Instruction: High School Examples 



Vermont Science Assessment (VTSA)

 
● Fully aligned with Next Generation Science Standards
● Replaced New England Common Assessment Program 

(NECAP)
● Field-tested in May 2018
● First and only administration so far in May 2019
● Administered to students in Grades 5, 8, and 11
● Administered via computer
● Interface and accommodations similar to SBAC
● Approximately 2 hours long



Analysis of Data

 
● We have fewer sources of data to analyze regarding our students’ 

performance in science.
● The results on the VTSA indicate significant differences in performance 

between student sub-groups related to free and reduced lunch and 
individualized education plans.

● The ways in which we configure grade levels impacts our practices in 
science.

● It is hard to do an apples-to-apples comparison of student performance 
between last year and this year given the changes to the standards.



Assessment Data: VTSA WCUUSD Compared to VT, 2018-19



WCUUSD VTSA Results, Spring 2019
Disaggregated by FRL/non-FRL and IEP/non-IEP

                        FRL & Non-FRL                                                    IEP & Non-IEP



Assessment Data: 
ACT

U-32 Compared to VT



WCUUSD Elementary Report Card Data 
January 2020 



WCUUSD Elementary Report Card Data 
January 2021



WCUUSD Middle School  Report Card Data 
June 2020 



WCUUSD Middle School  Report Card Data 
January 2021



Assessment Data: PBGR’s for Current Grade 10
June 2020 (End of 9th Grade)



Assessment Data: PBGR’s for Current Grade 11
June 2020 (End of 10th Grade)



Assessment Data: PBGR’s for Current Grade 12
June 2020 (End of 11th Grade)



Celebrating Our Students 

● High School Awards 
Ceremony June 2020 
(26:27-34:15)

● Senior Awards Ceremony 
June 2020 (22:55-27:37)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNWzle_WDX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNWzle_WDX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D5tn5O0nOQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D5tn5O0nOQ&feature=youtu.be


School Board Role
● Support for continued 

professional learning
● Considerations regarding 

instructional time
● What else?



Modified Making Meaning Protocol
● Review  Jamboard results:

○ What did you see?
○ What questions did this presentation raise for you?
○ What struck you as significant?
○ What are the implications for our work?

● Then respond:
○ What sense are you making of this presentation?
○ How will this understanding inform our work?

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/the-making-meaning-protocol/?wpdmdl%3D12543%26refresh%3D5f9193ea15e291603376106%26open%3D1
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1FzHUz5g4FoD3DYwyA_2tScQjWY-ryHA7m25pKMgxis8/edit?usp=sharing


Next Steps and Debrief
● How will we share this work with the full 

board? What are one or two headlines or key 
points to share with full school board?

● What worked about this process?
● What might we change for next month’s SLO 

presentation?
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