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Philosophy

The Washington Central Unified Union School District Board of Directors recognizes that the death of
a student or staff member is a traumatic event, and that memorial activities, ceremonies, and
monuments serve an important function in the healing process. The Board of Directors also recognizes
that there are many variables that can lead to inequities in the type and placement of memorials,
including family resources, variations in cultural views and customs, circumstances of death, length of
attendance, and the popularity of the deceased.

For these reasons and others, the Board of Directors believes that there should be a common space
designated in the school or on the school grounds where students or staff who die while enrolled or
working at the school can be honored.

Policy

It is the policy of the WCUUSD that deceased students or staff will be remembered within a common
memorial location, and that no independent or individual memorials will be erected or placed on the
school campus.

Temporary tributes, such as flowers, photographs, and similar memorabilia will be limited to a
reasonable period of time as determined by the administration. After this period, all items will be
removed.

Procedure

The Board of Directors will charge the administration with developing a common memorial, to be
approved by the Board at a public meeting. Each deceased person will be allotted the same amount of
space within the common memorial. Individual designs and materials may differ, but must be made of
durable materials. All content, including graphics and text, are subject to approval by the
administration.

The cost of creating and maintaining the common memorial will be borne by the school.
Individualized commemorations within the common memorial will be created and paid for by the
friends and family of the deceased. If there is no one willing or able to provide an individual
commemoration, a standard remembrance will be provided by the school.

Existing memorials will be grandfathered for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption of this
policy, or for the period previously agreed to when the memorials were erected, but in no case longer
than 24 months. The administration will contact the owners or family members for each memorial on
school grounds as of the date of this policy, and inform them of these removal provisions. Memorials
not removed by the applicable dates will be placed in storage for a period of six months. Memorials
not claimed after six months will be disposed of.
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