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NJSLA is . . .

● Aligned to the 
standards.

● A comparison tool.
● Used to help with 

curriculum decisions.

NJSLA is not . . .

● Considered for placement.
● Used for retention.
● The only measure we 

value.
● A way of defining 

students and/or their 
abilities/talents.

 



NJSLA Testing Dates
Elementary Schools in Edison

Testing begins on May 8th 
Grades 3-5

May 8th- May 11th 
ELA/Math- Grades 3-5

May 15th and May 16th 
Grade 5 Science



03.

02.

NJSLA  ELA 
Reading and Writing

 Sample QuestionsNarrative
Research Simulation 
Task
Literary Analysis

Content Covered

Different Types of Questions

Examples from each type of Unit

04.

      Units & Timing

Structure for timing01.

   Types of Units

Grade Level Content Standards



Time for ELA Units  

Grade 3

2 Days for ELA
1 Unit Per Day

75 Minutes

      Grade 4

2 Days for ELA
1 Unit Per Day

90 Minutes

Grade 5

2 Days for ELA
1 Unit Per Day

90 Minutes



Blueprints for Assessed Units: Grade 3

ELA Blueprint 1
2 Units 

Total Time 150 mins

ELA Blueprint 2
2 Units 

Total Time 150 mins

Unit 1

Literary 
Analysis

Task

Unit 2

Research 
Simulation 

Task

Unit 1
Narrative 

Writing Task 
Short Passage 

Set

Unit 2

Research 
Simulation 

Task

or



Blueprints for Assessed Units: Grades 4 & 5

ELA Blueprint 1
2 Units 

Total Time 180 mins

ELA Blueprint 2
2 Units 

Total Time 180 mins

Unit 1
Literary Analysis

Task 
Short Passage 

Set

Unit 2

Research 
Simulation 

Task

Unit 1
Narrative 

Writing Task 
Long or Paired 

Passage Set

Unit 2

Research 
Simulation 

Task

or



Content Assessed for NJSLA  ELA Units
● Measures student proficiency with grade level skills, 

knowledge, and concepts that match the standards.
● Standards can be found on the NJDOE website - listed by 

Grade.
● Students read and analyze passages from authentic fiction 

and nonfiction texts or multimedia sources.
● Emphasize the importance of close reading, synthesizing 

ideas within and across texts, determining the meaning of 
words and phrases in context, and writing effectively when 
using and/or analyzing sources.

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/


Literary 
Analysis

ELA Tasks
Narrative Research 

Simulation**

Passage lengths 
vary. More than 
1 passage for 
comprehension.

Grade 4&5 could 
have paired 
passages.

Questions on 
Vocabulary:

Context Clues
Figurative 
Language

Questions 
focus on 

Story 
Elements

Narrative 
writing task  
is somehow 
connected to 
what they 
read.

Grade 3: 
2 Texts

Grades 4&5: 
  3 Sources

Questions 
may focus on 
Vocabulary

&
  Main Idea

Questions 
may focus on 
Text Structure 

& 
Organization

Essay is 
based on 

texts/sources 
provided.

Passage 
lengths vary. 
More than 
1 passage for 
comprehension.

Passages can 
be any type 
of Literature 

including 
Poetry.

Questions 
focus on 

Vocabulary
& 

   Story                               
Elements

Essay is 
based on 

texts/sources 
provided.



Types of ELA Questions 
● Evidence-Based Selected Response: 

○ Part A -Part B
● Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response:

○ Multiple Select: can select more than one correct answer.
○ Highlight Text: highlight sections of the text to identify evidence that answers 

the question.
○ Reorder Text: Students rearrange text selections to place them in 

chronological order, or to display theme, supporting details, etc.
○ Drag and Drop Text:Students drag blocks of text to tables to display 

attributes of the text: setting, characterization, chronology, etc

● Prose Constructed Response: 
○ Writing task in response to text that was read



Sample Question: RST:  EBSR: Vocabulary



Sample Question: RST:  TECR: Main Idea & Details



Sample Question: RST:  PCR: Compare/Contrast Essay



Sample Question: Narrative:  EBSR: Figurative Language



Sample Question: Narrative:  TECR: Story Elements



Sample Question: Narrative:  PCR 



Sample Question: Literary Analysis:  EBSR: Vocabulary 



Sample Question: Literary Analysis:  TECR: Poetry/Structure 



Sample Question: Literary Analysis:  PCR 



03.

02.

NJSLA  Math

 Sample Questions
Content
Reasoning 
Modeling

Content Covered

Examples problems04.

      Units & Timing

Structure for timing01.

   Types of Questions

Grade Level Content Standards
Major Content

Supporting Content
Mathematical Practices



Math Units
2 Days of Testing

2 Units Day 1
1 Units Day 2
60 Minutes



Highlights of Major Work
           in Grades 3-5

NJSLS
Math

           

   Math Content
Major Work in Grades K-2
Concepts will be built upon these topics K:  Add/Subtract w/in 5

1st: Add/Subtract w/in 10

2nd: Single-digit sums and   differences 
w/in 20 from memory

             Add/Subtract within 100

3rd: Single-digit products and 
quotients w/in 100 from 
memory

           Add/Subtract within 1,000

4th: Add/Subtract within 1,000,000

5th: Multi-digit multiplication



Major and Supporting Content: Math Grade 3



Major and Supporting Content: Math Grade 4



Major and Supporting Content: Math Grade 5



Mathematical Practices



Types of Math Questions 
● Selected Response: 

○ Multiple Choice
○ Fill-in 

● Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response:
○ Multiple Select: can select more than one correct answer.
○ Highlight: highlight sections of the problem to identify evidence 

that answers the question.
○ Drag and Drop Text:Students drag values/attributes to tables

● Constructed Response: 
○ Writing that explains solution and process



Types of Math Questions

Each Unit will Contain
These types of Questions

Content

Tasks assessing 
concepts, skills 
and procedures 

Reasoning
Tasks 

assessing 
expressing 

mathematical 
reasoning

Modeling
Tasks 

assessing 
modeling/

applications



Type 1: Content Selected Response

Technology-Enhanced 
Constructed Response

Selected Response



Type 2: Reasoning

Selected Response

Constructed Response

Technology-Enhanced 
Constructed Response



Type 3: Modeling

Constructed Response
Constructed Response



Type 3: Modeling

Constructed Response

Constructed Response



NJSLA Science
Application of Science Knowledge

5th 

Grade 



NJSLA Science is designed to 
measure student proficiency in:

• The knowledge specified by the 
NJSLS-Science grade band standards
• Students’ ability to utilize the science 
and engineering practices to explain 
scientific phenomena appropriately

Significantly different from the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge (NJASK) because NJSLS-Science are more rigorous

standards and NJSLA-Science focuses on the application of science
knowledge and skills rather than memorization of content.



03.

02.

NJSLA  Science

 Sample Questions
Multiple Choice
Technology Enhanced Items
Constructed Response

Content Covered

Examples problems
In Item Clusters

04.

      Units & Timing

Structure for timing01.

   Types of Questions

       Cumulative Standards
3 Domains Covered 



Science Unit Times

Unit 3
45 Minutes

Unit 4
45 Minutes

Unit 1
45 Minutes

Unit 2
45 Minutes

Day 1 Day 2

Total Testing Time:  180 Minutes



NJSLA Science 
Based on Content Knowledge & Practices

● Investigating
● Sensemaking
● Critiquing

Science & Engineering 
Practices Science Domains

● Life Science
● Physical Science
● Earth & Science

NJSLA Science Assessed in Grades 5, 8, 11           
 Content is cumulative for those grade bands.



NJSLA Science 

Question Types.

Multiple 
Choice

Select from (4) 
possible answer

choices 
(A, B, C, or D)

Technology Enhanced 
Items

● Drag & Drop
● Graphing
● Ordering
● Multiple Select 
● Drop Down Options
● Short Answer

Constructed 
Response
Open-ended 
items where 

students type 
their response



Science Item Clusters

NJSLA Science items are developed in clusters of 2 to 5

• Clusters are based upon a phenomena or study
• Students are provided a stimulus or simulation to provide 

context for the phenomena as well as relevant data tables and 
figures

• All items in the cluster are independently scored and the 
response to one item does not affect the students' 
ability to answer the other items



Sample Item Cluster



Sample Item Cluster



NJSLA Performance Rating

Did Not Yet 
Meet 

Expectations.

Partially Met
Expectations

Approached 
Expectations

Met 
Expectations

Exceeded 
Expectations

Level 5Level 1 Level 3Level 2 Level 4

1 2 3 4 5

Students performing at levels 4 & 5 have demonstrated readiness for the 
next grade level/course &, ultimately, are likely on track for college & 
careers.

Score Reporting Parent Guide

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/reporting/NJSLA_Spring2019_ParentGuide.pdf
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/reporting/NJSLA_Spring2019_ParentGuide.pdf


Resources for @ Home

ELA Practice Tests

Explore general 
features of TestNav

ELA Tutorial

Select appropriate Grade
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/

practice-tests/english/

Online Tutorial
Explore tools and question 

types specific for ELA

Science Practice Test

Math Tutorial
Explore tools and question 

types specific for Math

Math Practice Tests

Science: Grade 5

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/
practice-tests/science/

Select appropriate Grade 
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/

practice-tests/math/

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/english/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/english/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/science/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/science/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/math/
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/math/


Resources for Today’s Presentation

NJSLA Resources

● https://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/resources/parents/
● https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/ForParent/

https://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/resources/parents/


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks!

Do you have any questions?

Please keep this slide for attribution

Interventionist
Mrs. Glu

John Marshall School

☎ 732-650-5370

💻kathleen.gluchowski@edison.k12.nj.us

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:kristen.cauterucci@edison.k12.nj.us

