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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT POLICY @ ISB

58 countries and territories have completely prohibited corporal punishment of children.

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child defines corporal punishment as “any punishment
in which physical force is used and intended to cause some degree of pain or discomfort,
however light”.

It most commonly involves hitting a child with the hand or an implement.

Corporal punishment carries an inbuilt risk of escalation to physical abuse.

ISB considers corporal punishment a violation of a child’s basic human rights.

Teachers should report any statements made by students mentioning acts of corporal
punishment to the student’s Counselor or a Designated Child Protection Officer (DCPO).

Parent follow-up will take place in all situations in which corporal punishment is reported.
School personnel will initially address corporal punishment cases from a parent education
perspective, introducing alternative strategies and providing resources to answer any questions
parents may have regarding discipline in the home.

Counselors and administrators will monitor corporal punishment cases to determine whether
additional follow-up is required.
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