No. 220

SECTION:  PUPILS

BERMUDIAN SPRINGS |
SCHOOL DISTRICT THLE gTéJTDREngT%ERAENSDS ::(’)ONS/TING

OF MATERIALS
ADOPTED: March 6, 2006

REVISED:  April 10, 2007

1. Purpose
Title 22
Sec. 12.9

2. Definitions

220. STUDENT EXPRESSION/DISTRIBUTION AND POSTINGF
MATERIALS

The right of public school students to freedompmeech is guaranteed by the
Constitution of the United States and the constitubf the Commonwealth. The
Board respects the right of students to expresagakes in word or symbol and tg
distribute and post materials in areas designateddsting as a part of that
expression. The Board also recognizes that exeotideat right must be limited by
the district's responsibility to maintain an orgesthool environment and to proted
the rights of all members of the school community.

This policy addresses student expression in geaachtistribution and posting of
materials that are not part of district-sponsoretdv/aies. Materials sought to be
distributed or posted as part of the curriculagexiracurricular programs of the
district shall be regulated as part of the schasifidt's educational program.

Distribution - students handing ncmsol materials to others on school property or
during school-sponsored events; placing upon desksr in lockers; or engaging in
any other manner of delivery of nonschool matet@isthers while on school proper
or during school functions. When e-mail, text mgssgor other technological
delivery is used as a means of distributing or ssiog nonschool materials via use ¢
school equipment or while on school property agcaiool functions, it shall be
governed by this policy. Off-campus or after hadistribution, including technologicg
distribution, that does or is likely to materiadly substantially interfere with the
educational process, including school activitiebpsl work, or discipline and order ¢
school property or at school functions; threatem®as harm to the school or
community; encourages unlawful activity; or integle with another's rights is also
covered by this policy.

Expression - verbal, written or symbolic repreagah or communication.

Nonschool materials - any printed or written matsrmeant for posting or general
distribution to others that are not prepared asgddhe curricular or extracurricular
program of the district, including but not limitemifliers, invitations, announcements
pamphlets, posters, Internet bulletin boards, paitseeb sites and the like.
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3. Authority
Title 22
Sec. 12.9

SC511
Title 22
Sec. 12.2,12.9

SC 510
Title 22
Sec. 12.9

Title 22
Sec. 12.2

Posting - publicly displaying nonschool mater@tsschool property or at school-
sponsored events, including but not limited toxaffy such materials to walls, doors,
bulletin boards, easels, the outside of lockergjistnict-sponsored or student web
sites; through other district-owned technology trallike.

Students have the right to express themselvessusleh expression is likely to or
does materially or substantially interfere with #dkicational process, including
school activities, school work, or discipline arrder on school property or at schd
functions; threatens serious harm to the schoobormunity; encourages unlawful
activity; or interferes with another's rights.

Student expression that occurs on school properdy school-sponsored events ig
fully governed by this policy. In addition, off-camms or after hours expression is
governed by this policy if the student expressiorolved constitutes unprotected
expression as stated in this policy and providedofiftcampus or after hours
expression does or is likely to materially or sabstlly interfere with the
educational process, including school activitiekosl work, or discipline and ordg
on school property or at school functions; thresitsgrious harm to the school or
community; encourages unlawful activity; or inteefe with another's rights.

The Board shall require that distribution and pagtf nonschool materials occur
only at the places and during the times set forthritten administrative regulation
Such regulations or procedures shall be writtgmetonit the orderly operation of

schools, while recognizing the rights of studenterigage in protected expressior.

Unprotected Student Expression

The Board reserves the right to designate and Ipitahanifestations of student
expression that are not protected by the righted €xpression because they violg
the rights of others or where such expressiork&hlito or does materially or
substantially interfere with school activities, sohwork, or discipline and order of
school property or at school functions including baot limited to:

1. Libel of any specific person or persons.
2. Advocating the use or advertising the availabiifyany substance or material
that may reasonably be believed to constituteectland serious danger to thg

health or welfare of students.

3. Usingobscene, lewd, vulgar or profane language — whetwxal, written or
symbolic.

4. Inciting violence; advocating use of force; or em@ging violation of federal,
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state or municipal law, Board policy or districtas or regulations.
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Title 22
Sec. 12.9

5. Are likely to or do materially or substantially @rfere with the educational
process, including school activities, school warkgdiscipline and order on
school property or at school functions; threatetoss harm to the school or
community; encourage unlawful activity; or intedexith another's rights.

6. Violating written school district administrativeg@ations omprocedures on
time, place and manner for posting and distributbatherwise protected
expression.

Spontaneous student expression which is otherwigteqied speech is not
prohibited by this section.

Discipline For Engaging In Unprotected Expression

The Board reserves the right to prohibit the pgstindistribution of nonschool
materials containing unprotected expression anptdbibit students from engaging
in other unprotected student expression, as wedt asop unprotected student

expression when it occurs. The Board reservesghéeto discipline students for
engaging in unprotected expression. Where suchesgjun occurs off campus ang
away from school functions, a nexus between theataegted expression and a
substantial and material disruption of the sch@ogpm must be established.

Distribution Of Nonschool Materials

The Board requires that students who wish to thiste or post nonschool material
on school property shall submit them one (1) scllaglin advance of planned
distribution or posting to the building principal designee, who shall forward a
copy to the Superintendent.

If the nonschool materials contain unprotected esgion as stated in this policy, t
building principal or designee shall notify thedstats that they may not post or
distribute the materials because the materialstitotesa violation of Board policy.

If notice is not given during the period betweehmission and the time for the
planned distribution or posting, students may pedogith the planned distribution
or posting, provided they comply with written admstrative regulations or
procedures on time, place and manner of postimtistribution of nonschool
materials.

Students who post or distribute nonschool mateimat®mpliance with this
provision may still be ordered to desist such thstron if the materials are later
found to be unprotected expression under this polic
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Pol. 219

4. Delegation of
Responsibility

Pol. 218

Students who distribute printed materials shalldsponsible for clearing any litter|
that results from their activity and shall schedbke event so that they do not misg
instructional time themselves.

Posting Of Nonschool Materials

If a school building has an area where individaasallowed to post nonschool
materials, students may post such items as wetieimaterials do not constitute
unprotected expression and the items are subnfidtgatior review in the same
manner as if the students were going to distritheen.

Such materials shall be officiallated, and the district may remove the materialg
within ten (10) days of the posting or other readia time as stated in the
administrative regulations or procedures relatmgdsting.

Review Of Student Expression

School officials shall not censor or restrict ndrsa materials or other student
expression for the sole reason that it is critafdhe school or its administration, o
because the views espoused are unpopular or mag pesiple uncomfortable.

Student-initiated religious expression is permigsand shall not be prohibited
except as to time, place and manner of distributiorif the expression involved
violates some other part of this policy, e.g., lnsesit is independently determined
to be unprotected expression under the standadidefimitions of this policy.

The review for unprotected expression shall bearasle and not calculated to
delay distribution.

Appeal of the reviewer's decision mayraele to the Superintendent and then to
Board, in accordance with Board policy and distrégjulations or procedures.

The Superintendent shall assist the building ppialcin determining the designatio
of the places and times nonschool materials majidtebuted in each school
building. Such designations may take into accouwsintenance of the flow of
student traffic throughout the school and shalltliadistribution of nonschool
materials to noninstructional times.

Disciplinary action may be determined by the adstmtors for students who
distribute or post nonschool materials in violatadrthis policy and district
regulations or procedures, or who continue the featation of unprotected
expression after a person in authority ordersttiey desist. Disciplinary actions
shall be included in the disciplinary Code of Stutd@onduct.
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This Board policy and any administrative regulasien procedures written to
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implement this policy shall be referenced in studemdbooks so that students can
access them for further information.

References:
School Code — 24 P.S. Sec. 510, 511
State Board of Education Regulations — 22 PA Caale $2.2, 12.9

Board Policy — 218, 219
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