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Unit   Overview   Template   
   Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts Grade   Level:    7 Unit   Title:    Introduction   to   Music   
Theory   and   Technology   
 Unit   Summary:    This   unit   will   serve   as   an   introduction   to   the   course;   the   material   focuses   on   the   most   
basic   elements   of   music   literacy,   and   introduces   students   to   the   technological   resources   available   
during   the   course.   
Primary   Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness      
21 st    Century   Themes     ☒    Creativity   and   Innovation     ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving     ☐    ICT   Literacy   
☒    Information   Literacy      ☐    Life   and   Career   Skills      ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration      ☒    Media   Literacy  
 Unit   Rationale:    This   unit   introduces   students   to   the   key   elements   of   music   literacy,   as   well   as   the   
technological   skills   necessary   to   progress   in   the   course.   By   demonstrating   basic   command   of   the   
elements   of   music   literacy   and   music   technology,   students   demonstrate   the   greatest   potential   for   
growth   during   the   progression   of   the   course.      
Career   Readiness   (Standard   9):    9.2,   9.4   

Learning   Targets   
Standards:     VPA   1.3A,   SEL.PK-12.1,   SEL.PK-12.2,   SEL.PK-12.3,   SEL.PK-12.4,   SEL.PK-12.5   
Content   Statements:     
Anchor   Standard   1:   Generating   and   conceptualizing   ideas.   
Anchor   Standard   2:   Organizing   and   developing   ideas.   
Anchor   Standard   5:   Developing   and   refining   techniques   and   models   or   steps   needed   to   create   
products.   
Core   Idea:   An   individual’s   strengths,   lifestyle   goals,   choices,   and   interests   affect   employment   and   
income   
Core   Idea:   There   are   a   variety   of   resources   available   to   help   navigate   the   career   planning   process.   
Core   Idea:   Communication   skills   and   responsible   behavior   in   addition   to   education,   experience,   
certifications,   and   skills   are   all   factors   that   affect   employment   and   income.   
Core   Idea:   Digital   footprints   are   publicly   accessible,   even   if   only   shared   with   a   select   group.   
Appropriate   measures   such   as   proper   interactions   can   protect   online   reputations.     
Core   Idea:   Awareness   of   and   appreciation   for   cultural   differences   is   critical   to   avoid   barriers   to   
productive   and   positive   interaction.   
Core   Idea:   There   are   ethical   and   unethical   uses   of   information   and   media.   
SEL.PK-12.1:   Self-Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.2:   Self-Management   
SEL.PK-12.3:   Social   Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.4:   Responsible   Decision-Making   
SEL.PK-12.5:   Relationship   Skills   
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CPI#:    Cumulative   Progress   Indicator   (CPI):   
1.3A.8.Cr1a    Generate   and   improvise   rhythmic,   melodic   and   harmonic   phrases   and   harmonic   

accompaniments   within   basic   forms   (e.g.,   AB,   ABA,   Theme   &   Variations)   and   
expanded   forms   (e.g.,   introductions,   transitions,   codas)   that   convey   expressive   
intent.   Explain   connection   to   specific   purpose   and   context   (e.g.,   social,   cultural,   
historical).   

1.3A.8.Cr2b    Use   standard   and/or   iconic   notation   and/or   recording   technology   to   document   
personal   rhythmic   phrases,   melodic   phrases   and   harmonic   sequences.   

1.3A.8.Pr5a    Identify   and   apply   personally   developed   criteria   (e.g.,   demonstrating   correct   
interpretation   of   notation,   technical   skill   of   performer,   originality,   emotional   
impact,   variety,   interest)   to   rehearse,   refine   and   determine   when   the   music   is   
ready   to   perform.   

9.2.8.CAP.3    Explain   how   career   choices,   educational   choices,   skills,   economic   conditions,   
and   personal   behavior   affect   income.   

9.2.8.CAP.12    Assess   personal   strengths,   talents,   values,   and   interests   to   appropriate   jobs   and   
careers   to   maximize   career   potential.   

9.2.8.CAP.19      Relate   academic   achievement,   as   represented   by   high   school   diplomas,   college   
degrees,   and   industry   credentials,   to   employability   and   to   potential   level.   

9.4.8.DC.4    Explain   how   information   shared   digitally   is   public   and   can   be   searched,   copied,   
and   potentially   seen   by   public   audiences.     

9.4.8.GCA.1    Model   how   to   navigate   cultural   differences   with   sensitivity   and   respect   (e.g.,   
1.5.8.C1a).     

9.4.8.GCA.2    Demonstrate   openness   to   diverse   ideas   and   perspectives   through   active   
discussions   to   achieve   a   group   goal.   

9.4.8.IML.9    Distinguish   between   ethical   and   unethical   uses   of   information   and   media   (e.g.,   
1.5.8.CR3b,   8.2.8.EC.2).   

  9.4.8.IML.10    Examine   the   consequences   of   the   uses   of   media.   
SEL.PK-12.1.1    Recognize   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   
SEL.PK-12.1.2    Recognize   the   impact   of   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   on   one’s   own   behavior   
SEL.PK-12.1.3    Recognize   one’s   personal   traits,   strengths   and   limitations   
SEL.PK-12.1.4    Recognize   the   importance   of   self-confidence   in   handling   daily   tasks   and   

challenges   
SEL.PK-12.2.1    Understand   and   practice   strategies   for   managing   one’s   own   emotions,   thoughts   

and   behaviors   
SEL.PK-12.2.2    Recognize   the   skills   needed   to   establish   and   achieve   personal   and   educational   

goals   
SEL.PK-12.2.3    Identify   and   apply   ways   to   persevere   or   overcome   barriers   through   alternative   

methods   to   achieve   one’s   goals   
SEL.PK-12.3.1    Recognize   and   identify   the   thoughts,   feelings   and   perspectives   of   others   
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SEL.PK-12.3.2    Demonstrate   and   awareness   of   the   differences   among   individuals,   groups   and   
others’   cultural   backgrounds   

SEL.PK-12.3.3    Demonstrate   an   understanding   of   the   need   for   mutual   respect   when   viewpoints   
differ   

SEL.PK-12.3.4    Demonstrate   an   awareness   of   the   expectations   for   social   interactions   in   a   variety   
of   settings   

SEL.PK-12.4.1    Develop,   implement   and   model   effective   problem   solving   and   critical   thinking   
skills   

SEL.PK-12.4.2    Identify   the   consequences   associated   with   one’s   actions   in   order   to   make   
constructive   choices   

SEL.PK-12.4.3    Evaluate   personal,   ethical,   safety   and   civic   impact   of   decisions   
SEL.PK-12.5.1    Establish   and   maintain   healthy   relationships   
SEL.PK-12.5.2    Utilize   positive   communication   and   social   skills   to   interact   effectively   with   others  
SEL.PK-12.5.3    Identify   ways   to   resist   inappropriate   social   pressure   
SEL.PK-12.5.4    Demonstrate   the   ability   to   prevent   and   resolve   interpersonal   conflicts   in   

constructive   ways   
SEL.PK-12.5.5    Identify   who,   when,   where,   or   how   to   seek   help   for   oneself   or   others   when   

needed   
Unit   Essential   Questions:   

● How   do   musicians   generate   creative   ideas?   
● How   do   musicians   make   creative   decisions?   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   performance?     

Unit   Enduring   Understandings:   
● The   creative   ideas,   concepts   and   feelings   that   influence   musicians’   work   emerge   from   a   variety   

of   sources.   
● Musicians’   creative   choices   are   influenced   by   their   expertise,   context   and   expressive   intent.   
● To   express   their   musical   ideas,   musicians   analyze,   evaluate   and   refine   their   performance   over   

time   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   application   of   appropriate   criteria.   
Unit   Learning   Targets:   
Students   will   identify   notes   in   treble   and   bass   clef,   identify   and   perform   rhythms   applying   knowledge   
of   whole,   half   and   quarter   notes   and   rests,   and   define   variation   and   perform   a   variation   on   a   familiar   
musical   theme.   
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Evidence   of   Learning   
 Summative   Assessment:    30   days  

Equipment   Needed:    Keyboard,   repertoire,   laptop   

Teacher   Resources:    www.musictheory.net ,   gmajormusictheory.com   

Formative   Assessments:     
● Class   discussion   
● Playing   assessments;   both   individual   and   small   group   
● Written   assessment   using   online   and   hardcopy   assessment   
● Music   checks   to   ensure   students   are   notating   properly   
● One-on-one   discussions   with   students   to   ensure   students'   self-efficacy   
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Lesson   Plans   
Lesson    Time   Frame   

 Lesson   1     Rhythm   Reading     20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   2     Rhythmic   Variations    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   3     GarageBand   Tutorial    20   minutes/30   days   
 Teacher   Notes:     These   lessons   assume   that   the   majority   of   students   have   no   experience   with   reading   
music   or   with   the   GarageBand   software.     
Curriculum   Development   Resources/Technology   Resources:   
Click   the   links   below   to   access   additional   resources   used   to   design   this   unit:   
 www.musictheory.net   
www.teoria.com   
www.gmajormusictheory.com   
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Lesson   Plan   1   Template   
  Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Lesson   Title:    Rhythm   Reading Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
 ☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
 Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:    Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Accurately   perform   

whole,   half,   quarter   and   
eighth   notes.   

● Accurately   perform   
whole,   half   and   quarter   
rests.   

● Perform   short   written   
rhythms   utilizing   the   
aforementioned   
durations.   

● Dictate   brief   rhythmic   
phrases   using   the   
aforementioned   rhythmic   
durations.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Ask,   "What   makes   music   

different   from   noise?"     
● Start   by   establishing   a   

slow   steady   beat;   
students   clap.   Explain   
that   the   steady   beat   is   a   
quarter   note.   All   other   
durations   are   related   to   
that   beat.   

● Draw   a   half   note;   
students   perform   half   
note.   Repeat   for   whole   
and   eighth   notes.   

● Write   a   4-measure   
rhythmic   phrase   on   the   
board   for   students   to   
count   and   perform.   

● On   staff   paper,   students   
dictate   a   short   rhythm   
performed   by   the   teacher.   

 
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Recorded   performance   

for   self   critique   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
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Lesson   Plan   2   Template   

Content   Area:   Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Lesson   Title:   Rhythmic   Variations   Time   Frame:   20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:    Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
concept   of   variations.   

● Perform   rhythmic   
variations   on   a   phrase.   

● Compose   original   
variations   on   a   rhythmic   
phrase.   

 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Students   review   rhythmic   

durations;   begin   by   
performing   a   phrase   of   
rhythm.   

● Teacher   modifies   the   
phrase,   thereby   creating   a   
variation.   

● Students   perform   
variations.   Refer   to   the   
piano   book,   look   for   a   
theme   and   variations;   
perform   the   theme   and   
the   variation,   ask   
students   to   note   the   
differences.   

● Write   another   musical   
phrase   on   the   board   for   
students   to   perform,   
compose   a   variation   and   
share.   

● Student   volunteers   
perform   for   class.   

 
● Worksheet   
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Score   marking   
● Class   discussion   

 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   
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● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
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Lesson   Plan   3   Template   

Content   Area:   Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Lesson   Title:   GarageBand   Tutorial   Time   Frame:   20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☐    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☒    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
 Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:    Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   uses   
of   GarageBand   in   this   
course.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   how   to   
assemble   the   keyboard   
lab   for   GarageBand.   

● Record   a   short   phrase   of   
music   in   GarageBand.   

● Use   different   MIDI   voices   
in   GarageBand.   

 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Students   assemble   on   

keyboards.   Demonstrate   
various   plugs   and   wires,   
explaining   what   they   are   
for.   

● How   do   we   get   a   
computer   to   hear   what   
the   keyboard   is   playing?   

● Students   follow   the   
handout,   plug   in   USB   and   
open   GarageBand.   

● Following   the   handout,   
have   students   open   a   new   
document   and   record   a   
few   measures   of   sound.   

● Students   explore   
GarageBand   like   a   
scavenger   hunt.   Students   
check   off   when   they   have   
located   the   Loop   browser,   
the   alternate   MIDI   voices   
etc.   

 
● Written   examination   of   

meter:   writing   simple   
rhythms   

● Class   discussions   
● Individual   and   small   

group   performance   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
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● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Reflection   
Reflect   on   the   lesson   you   have   developed   and   rate   the   degree   to   which   the   lesson    Strongly,   Moderately    or    Weakly   
meets   the   criteria   below.   
Lesson   Activities    Strongly   Moderatel 

y   
Weakly  

Are   challenging    Strongly    and   require   higher   order   thinking   and   problem   
solving   skills   

 ☒    ☐    ☐   

Allow   for   student   choice    ☐    ☒    ☐   

Provide   scaffolding   for   acquiring   targeted   knowledge/skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   global   perspectives    ☐    ☐    ☒   

Integrate   21st   century   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   interdisciplinary   connection   and   transfer   of   
knowledge   and   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Foster   student   use   of   technology   as   a   tool   to   develop   critical   thinking,   
creativity   and   innovation   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   varied   to   address   different   student   learning   styles   and   preferences    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   differentiated   based   on   student   needs    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   student-centered   with   teacher   acting   as   a   facilitator   and   co-learner   
during   the   teaching   and   learning   process    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   means   for   students   to   demonstrate   knowledge   and   skills   and   
progress   in   meeting   learning   goals   and   objectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   student   reflection   and   self-   assessment    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   data   to   inform   and   adjust   instruction   to   better   meet   the   varying   
needs   of   learners   ☒    ☐    ☐   

Curriculum   Design   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7 Course   Title:    Keyboard   Skills   

    Created:    Ashley   Bauers    Board   Approved   on:            



  

  

  

 

S PRINGFIELD    P UBLIC    S CHOOLS   
ENGAGING   STUDENTS   •   FOSTERING   ACHIEVEMENT   •   CULTIVATING   21 ST    CENTURY   GLOBAL   SKILLS   

Unit   Overview   Template   
Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7 Unit   Title:    Performance   Level   1;   
Notation,   Composition   
Unit   Summary:    During   this   unit,   students   will   build   upon   the   introductory   knowledge   of   the   first   unit   
by   performing   simple   pieces   of   music   in   a   variety   of   styles.   Students   will   familiarize   themselves   with   
composing   music   using   traditional   notation,   nontraditional   notation   and   MIDI-controlled  
composition,   such   as   the   features   available   in   GarageBand.   
Primary   Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness,   Social   Studies   
21 st    Century   Themes     ☒    Creativity   and   Innovation     ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving     ☐    ICT   Literacy   
☒    Information   Literacy      ☐    Life   and   Career   Skills      ☐    Communication   and   Collaboration      ☒    Media   Literacy  

Unit   Rationale:    This   unit   provides   the   students   with   their   first   opportunities   to   perform   a   variety   of   
music   as   well   as   compose   their   own   music.   Students   will   be   able   to   demonstrate   more   confidence   with   
performing   basic   notes   and   rhythms,   as   well   as   enhanced   musicality   when   performing   these   pieces   of   
music.   
Career   Readiness   (Standard   9):    9.2,   9.4   

Learning   Targets   
Standards:    VPA   1.3A,   SEL.PK-12.1,   SEL.PK-12.2,   SEL.PK-12.3,   SEL.PK-12.4,   SEL.PK-12.5,   
6.1.8.HistoryCC   
Content   Statements:   
Anchor   Standard   1:   Generating   and   conceptualizing   ideas.   
Anchor   Standard   2:   Organizing   and   developing   ideas.     
Anchor   Standard   3:   Refining   and   completing   products.   
Anchor   Standard   4:   Selecting,   analyzing   and   interpreting   work.     
Anchor   Standard   5:   Developing   and   refining   techniques   and   models   or   steps   needed   to   create   
products.     
Core   Idea:   An   individual’s   strengths,   lifestyle   goals,   choices,   and   interests   affect   employment   and   
income.   
Core   Idea:   There   are   a   variety   of   resources   available   to   help   navigate   the   career   planning   process.   
Core   Idea:   Communication   skills   and   responsible   behavior   in   addition   to   education,   experience,   
certifications,   and   skills   are   all   factors   that   affect   employment   and   income.   
Core   Idea:   Gathering   and   evaluating   knowledge   and   information   from   a   variety   of   sources,   including   
global   perspectives,   fosters   creativity   and   innovative   thinking.  
Core   Idea:   Detailed   examples   exist   to   illustrate   crediting   others   when   incorporating   their   digital   
artifacts   in   one’s   own   work.     
Core   Idea:   Awareness   of   and   appreciation   for   cultural   differences   is   critical   to   avoid   barriers   to   
productive   and   positive   interaction.   
SEL.PK-12.1:   Self-Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.2:   Self-Management   
SEL.PK-12.3:   Social   Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.4:   Responsible   Decision-Making   
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SEL.PK-12.5:   Relationship   Skills   
6.1.8.HistoryCC:   Historical   events   and   developments   are   shaped   by   social,   political,   cultural,   
technological,   and   economic   factors.   
CPI#:    Cumulative   Progress   Indicator   (CPI):   
1.3A.8.Cr1a    Generate   and   improvise   rhythmic,   melodic   and   harmonic   phrases   and   harmonic   

accompaniments   within   basic   forms   (e.g.,   AB,   ABA,   Theme   &   Variations)   and   
expanded   forms   (e.g.,   introductions,   transitions,   codas)   that   convey   expressive   
intent.   Explain   connection   to   specific   purpose   and   context   (e.g.,   social,   cultural,   
historical).   

1.3A.8.Cr2a    Select,   organize   and   document   personal   musical   ideas   for   arrangements,   songs   
and   compositions   within   expanded   forms   that   demonstrate   concepts   such   as   
tension   and   release,   unity   and   variety,   balance,   and   convey   expressive   intent.   

1.3A.8.Cr2b    Use   standard   and/or   iconic   notation   and/or   recording   technology   to   document   
personal   rhythmic   phrases,   melodic   phrases   and   harmonic   sequences.   

1.3A.8.Cr3a    Evaluate,   refine   and   explain   their   own   work   by   selecting   and   applying   criteria   
including   appropriate   application   of   elements   of   music,   compositional   techniques,   
style   and   form,   and   use   of   sound   sources.   

1.3A.8.Pr4a    Apply   collaboratively   and   personally   developed   criteria   for   selecting   music   of   
contrasting   styles   for   performance   and   explain   expressive   qualities,   technical   
challenges   and   reasons   for   choices.     

1.3A.8.Pr4b    Compare   the   structure   of   contrasting   pieces   of   music   selected   for   performance,   
explaining   how   the   elements   of   music   are   used   in   each.   

1.3A.8.Pr4e   Perform   contrasting   pieces   of   music,   demonstrating   as   well   as   explaining   how   the   
music’s   intent   is   conveyed   by   their   interpretations   of   the   elements   of   music   and   
expressive   qualities   (e.g.,   dynamics,   tempo,   timbre,   articulation/style,   phrasing).   

1.3A.8.Pr5a    Identify   and   apply   personally   developed   criteria   (e.g.,   demonstrating   correct   
interpretation   of   notation,   technical   skill   of   performer,   originality,   emotional   
impact,   variety,   interest)   to   rehearse,   refine   and   determine   when   the   music   is   
ready   to   perform.   

9.2.8.CAP.3    Explain   how   career   choices,   educational   choices,   skills,   economic   conditions,   and   
personal   behavior   affect   income.   

9.2.8.CAP.4    Explain   how   an   individual’s   online   behavior   (e.g.,   social   networking,   photo   
exchanges,   video   postings)   may   impact   opportunities   for   employment   or   
advancement.   

9.2.8.CAP.12    Assess   personal   strengths,   talents,   values,   and   interests   to   appropriate   jobs   and   
careers   to   maximize   career   potential.   

9.2.8.CAP.18    Explain   how   personal   behavior,   appearance,   attitudes,   and   other   choices   may   
impact   the   job   application   process.   

9.4.8.CI.4    Explore   the   role   of   creativity   and   innovation   in   career   pathways   and   industries.   
9.4.8.DC.2    Provide   appropriate   citation   and   attribution   elements   when   creating   media   

products   (e.g.,   W.6.8).     
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9.4.8.GCA.2    Demonstrate   openness   to   diverse   ideas   and   perspectives   through   active   
discussions   to   achieve   a   group   goal.   

SEL.PK-12.1.1    Recognize   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   
SEL.PK-12.1.2    Recognize   the   impact   of   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   on   one’s   own   behavior   
SEL.PK-12.1.3    Recognize   one’s   personal   traits,   strengths   and   limitations   
SEL.PK-12.1.4    Recognize   the   importance   of   self-confidence   in   handling   daily   tasks   and   

challenges   
SEL.PK-12.2.1    Understand   and   practice   strategies   for   managing   one’s   own   emotions,   thoughts   

and   behaviors   
SEL.PK-12.2.2    Recognize   the   skills   needed   to   establish   and   achieve   personal   and   educational   

goals   
SEL.PK-12.2.3    Identify   and   apply   ways   to   persevere   or   overcome   barriers   through   alternative   

methods   to   achieve   one’s   goals   
SEL.PK-12.3.1    Recognize   and   identify   the   thoughts,   feelings   and   perspectives   of   others   
SEL.PK-12.3.2    Demonstrate   and   awareness   of   the   differences   among   individuals,   groups   and   

others’   cultural   backgrounds   
SEL.PK-12.3.3    Demonstrate   an   understanding   of   the   need   for   mutual   respect   when   viewpoints   

differ   
SEL.PK-12.3.4    Demonstrate   an   awareness   of   the   expectations   for   social   interactions   in   a   variety   

of   settings   
SEL.PK-12.4.1    Develop,   implement   and   model   effective   problem   solving   and   critical   thinking   

skills   
SEL.PK-12.4.2    Identify   the   consequences   associated   with   one’s   actions   in   order   to   make   

constructive   choices   
SEL.PK-12.4.3    Evaluate   personal,   ethical,   safety   and   civic   impact   of   decisions   
SEL.PK-12.5.1    Establish   and   maintain   healthy   relationships   
SEL.PK-12.5.2    Utilize   positive   communication   and   social   skills   to   interact   effectively   with   others   
SEL.PK-12.5.3    Identify   ways   to   resist   inappropriate   social   pressure   
SEL.PK-12.5.4    Demonstrate   the   ability   to   prevent   and   resolve   interpersonal   conflicts   in   

constructive   ways   
SEL.PK-12.5.5    Identify   who,   when,   where,   or   how   to   seek   help   for   oneself   or   others   when   needed   
6.1.8.HistoryCC.5 
.d   

Assess   the   role   of   various   factors   that   affected   the   course   and   outcome   of   the   Civil   
War   (i.e.,   geography,   natural   resources,   demographics,   transportation,   leadership,   
and   technology).   

Unit   Essential   Questions:   
● How   do   musicians   generate   creative   ideas?   
● How   do   musicians   make   creative   decisions?   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   creative   work?   
● How   do   performers   select   repertoire?   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   performance?   
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Unit   Enduring   Understandings:   
● The   creative   ideas,   concepts   and   feelings   that   influence   musicians’   work   emerge   from   a   variety   

of   sources.   
● Musicians’   creative   choices   are   influenced   by   their   expertise,   context   and   expressive   intent.   
● Musicians   evaluate   and   refine   their   work   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   

application   of   appropriate   criteria.   
● Performers’   interest   in   and   knowledge   of   musical   works,   understanding   of   their   own   technical   

skill,   and   the   context   for   a   performance   influence   the   selection   of   repertoire.   
● To   express   their   musical   ideas,   musicians   analyze,   evaluate   and   refine   their   performance   over   

time   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   application   of   appropriate   criteria.   
Unit   Learning   Targets:   
Students   will   perform   complex   rhythms,   perform   a   variety   of   compositional   styles,   and   notate   
conventional   and   nonconventional   music.   
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Evidence   of   Learning   

Summative   Assessment:    30   days  

Equipment   Needed:    keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire,   laptop   

Teacher   Resources:    www.musictheory.net ,   gmajormusictheory.com     

Formative   Assessments:     
● Class   discussion   
● Playing   assessments;   both   individual   and   small   group   
● Written   assessment   using   online   and   hardcopy   assessment   
● Music   checks   to   ensure   students   are   noting   
● One-on-one   discussions   with   students   to   ensure   students'   self-efficacy   
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Lesson   Plans   
Lesson    Time   Frame   

Lesson   1    Rhythm   Reading    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   2    Performing   Level   1    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   3    Notation    20   minutes/30   days   

Teacher   Notes:     These   lessons   assume   that   the   majority   of   students   have   no   experience   with   reading   
music   or   with   the   GarageBand   software.     
Curriculum   Development   Resources/Technology   Resources:   
Click   the   links   below   to   access   additional   resources   used   to   design   this   unit:   

www.musictheory.net   
www.gmajormusictheory.com   
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Lesson   Plan   1   Template   

Content   Area:   Visual   and   Performing   Arts   Lesson   Title:   Rhythm   Reading   Time   Frame:   20   minutes/30   
days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Accurately   perform   

rhythmic   phrases   that   
include   whole,   half,   
quarter   and   eighth   notes.   

● Accurately   perform   
phrases   that   include   
whole,   half   and   quarter   
rests.   

● Demonstrate   proper   
counting   technique   for   
the   aforementioned   
rhythms.   

● Compose,   in   conventional   
notation,   rhythms   
applying   the   
aforementioned   
durations.   

Lesson   Sequence   
● Students   clap   a   rhythm   

on   the   board.   
● Discuss   how   we   count   

rhythms   and   apply   
countings   to   music.     

● Repeat   procedure   with   
handout;   students   count   
in   rhythms.   

● On   the   final   empty   staff   
on   the   handout,   students   
compose   their   own   4   
measures   of   4/4   time   for   
a   partner   to   count   and   
clap.   

● Student   volunteers   
perform   for   the   class.   

 
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Recorded   performance   

for   self   critique   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   2   Template   

Content   Area:   Visual   and   Performing   Arts   Lesson    Title:   Performance   1    Time   Frame:   20   minutes/30   
days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☐    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☒    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☐    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
names   of   the   notes   in   
treble   clef.   

● Correctly   demonstrate   C   
position   on   the   keyboard   
at   middle   c.   

● Perform   simple   pieces   of   
music   using   the   right   and   
left   hand   alternately.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Review   note   naming   

mnemonics   for   treble   clef  
and   bass   clef.   

● Students   name   a   row   of   
notes   as   a   class,   then   one   
privately   as   a   handout.   
Students   work   
independently   on   first   
pieces.   Aid   students   in   
fingering   and   rhythms.   

● Students   are   graded   
when   they   are   ready.   

● Repeat   the   procedure   
with   the   next   piece.   

 
● Worksheet   
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Score   marking   
● Class   discussion   

 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   3   Template   

Content   Area:   Visual   and   Performing   Arts   Lesson    Title:   Notation    Time   Frame:   20   minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☒    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness,   Social   Studies   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
various   styles   of   scores.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   the   
differences   between   
various   types   of   notation.   

● Perform   a   piece   of   music   
in   a   nonconventional   
notation   system.   

● Perform   original   music   in   
a   nonconventional   
notation.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Display   several   scores   to   

students,   including   
graphic   scores,   text-only   
scores.     

● Discuss   differences,   
purpose   behind   different   
score   styles.   

● Distribute   a   
graphically-notated   
piece,   perform   as   a   class   
with   guidelines.   

● In   small   groups,   students   
take   time   to   write   graphic   
scores   for   ensemble   
music.   

● Perform   for   the   class,   fill   
out   formal   critique   rubric   
and   audience   
participation   rubric   for   
grading   purposes.   

 
● Written   examination   of   

meter:   writing   simple   
rhythms   

● Class   discussions   
● Individual   and   small   

group   performance   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
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● Headphones   
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Lesson   Reflection   
Reflect   on   the   lesson   you   have   developed   and   rate   the   degree   to   which   the   lesson    Strongly,   Moderately    or    Weakly   
meets   the   criteria   below.   
Lesson   Activities    Strongly   Moderatel 

y   
Weakly  

Are   challenging    Strongly    and   require   higher   order   thinking   and   problem   
solving   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Allow   for   student   choice    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   scaffolding   for   acquiring   targeted   knowledge/skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   global   perspectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   21st   century   skills    ☐    ☒    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   interdisciplinary   connection   and   transfer   of   
knowledge   and   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Foster   student   use   of   technology   as   a   tool   to   develop   critical   thinking,   
creativity   and   innovation   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   varied   to   address   different   student   learning   styles   and   preferences    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   differentiated   based   on   student   needs    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   student-centered   with   teacher   acting   as   a   facilitator   and   co-learner   
during   the   teaching   and   learning   process    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   means   for   students   to   demonstrate   knowledge   and   skills   and   
progress   in   meeting   learning   goals   and   objectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   student   reflection   and   self-   assessment    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   data   to   inform   and   adjust   instruction   to   better   meet   the   varying   
needs   of   learners   ☒    ☐    ☐   

Curriculum   Design   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7   Course   Title:    Keyboard   Skills   

    Created:    Ashley   Bauers    Board   Approved   on:            
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Unit   Overview   Template   
Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7    Unit   Title:    Performance   Level   II;   Form   
Unit   Summary:    Students   will   explore   the   pentatonic   scale   as   a   means   of   expression   in   music.   
Students   will   explore   form   as   it   applies   to   music.   Students   will   compose   a   haiku   and   improvise   a   
musical   accompaniment   using   the   pentatonic   scale.   
Primary   Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Language   Arts,   Career   Readiness,   Visual   Art   
21 st    Century   Themes     ☒    Creativity   and   Innovation     ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving     ☐    ICT   Literacy   
☒    Information   Literacy      ☐    Life   and   Career   Skills      ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration      ☒    Media   Literacy  

Unit   Rationale:    By   now,   it   is   expected   that   students   have   expressed   familiarity   with   performing   on   
the   keyboard,   and   are   focused   on   exploring   improvisation   and   compositional   techniques .   
Career   Readiness   (Standard   9):    9.2,   9.4   

Learning   Targets   
Standards:    VPA   1.3A,   SEL.PK-12.1,   SEL.PK-12.2,   SEL.PK-12.3,   SEL.PK-12.4,   SEL.PK-12.5,   LA.L.7.5,   
VPA   1.5.8   
Content   Statements:   
Anchor   Standard   1:   Generating   and   conceptualizing   ideas   
Anchor   Standard   4:   Selecting,   analyzing,   and   interpreting   work   
Anchor   Standard   5:   Developing   and   refining   techniques   and   models   or   steps   needed   to   create   
products.   
Anchor   Standard   6:   Conveying   meaning   through   art.   
Core   Idea:   An   individual’s   strengths,   lifestyle   goals,   choices,   and   interests   affect   employment   and   
income.   
Core   Idea:   There   are   a   variety   of   resources   available   to   help   navigate   the   career   planning   process.   
Core   Idea:   Communication   skills   and   responsible   behavior   in   addition   to   education,   experience,   
certifications,   and   skills   are   all   factors   that   affect   employment   and   income.   
Core   Idea:   Gathering   and   evaluating   knowledge   and   information   from   a   variety   of   sources,   including   
global   perspectives,   fosters   creativity   and   innovative   thinking.  
Core   Idea:   Detailed   examples   exist   to   illustrate   crediting   others   when   incorporating   their   digital   
artifacts   in   one’s   own   work.     
Core   Idea:   Awareness   of   and   appreciation   for   cultural   differences   is   critical   to   avoid   barriers   to   
productive   and   positive   interaction.     
SEL.PK-12.1:   Self-Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.2:   Self-Management   
SEL.PK-12.3:   Social   Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.4:   Responsible   Decision-Making   
SEL.PK-12.5:   Relationship   Skills   
LA.L.7.5:   Demonstrate   understanding   of   figurative   language,   word   relationships,   and   nuances   in   word   
meanings.   
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Anchor   Standard   2:   Organizing   and   developing   ideas.   
CPI#:    Cumulative   Progress   Indicator   (CPI):   
1.3A.8.Cr1a    Generate   and   improvise   rhythmic,   melodic   and   harmonic   phrases   and   harmonic   

accompaniments   within   basic   forms   (e.g.,   AB,   ABA,   Theme   &   Variations)   and   
expanded   forms   (e.g.,   introductions,   transitions,   codas)   that   convey   expressive   
intent.   Explain   connection   to   specific   purpose   and   context   (e.g.,   social,   cultural,   
historical).   

1.3A.8.Pr4a    Apply   collaboratively   and   personally   developed   criteria   for   selecting   music   of   
contrasting   styles   for   performance   and   explain   expressive   qualities,   technical   
challenges   and   reasons   for   choices.     

1.3A.8.P4d    Identify   and   explain   how   cultural   and   historical   context   inform   performances   and   
result   in   different   musical   effects.   

1.3A.8.Pr5a    Identify   and   apply   personally   developed   criteria   (e.g.,   demonstrating   correct   
interpretation   of   notation,   technical   skill   of   performer,   originality,   emotional   
impact,   variety,   interest)   to   rehearse,   refine   and   determine   when   the   music   is   
ready   to   perform.   

1.3A.8.Pr6a    Perform   music   with   technical   accuracy,   stylistic   expression   and   culturally   
authentic   practices   to   convey   the   creator’s   intent.   

9.2.8.CAP.3    Explain   how   career   choices,   educational   choices,   skills,   economic   conditions,   and   
personal   behavior   affect   income.   

9.2.8.CAP.4    Explain   how   an   individual’s   online   behavior   (e.g.,   social   networking,   photo   
exchanges,   video   postings)   may   impact   opportunities   for   employment   or   
advancement.   

9.2.8.CAP.12    Assess   personal   strengths,   talents,   values,   and   interests   to   appropriate   jobs   and   
careers   to   maximize   career   potential.   

9.2.8.CAP.18    Explain   how   personal   behavior,   appearance,   attitudes,   and   other   choices   may   
impact   the   job   application   process.   

9.4.8.CI.4    Explore   the   role   of   creativity   and   innovation   in   career   pathways   and   industries.   
9.4.8.DC.2    Provide   appropriate   citation   and   attribution   elements   when   creating   media   

products   (e.g.,   W.6.8).     
9.4.8.GCA.2    Demonstrate   openness   to   diverse   ideas   and   perspectives   through   active   

discussions   to   achieve   a   group   goal.   
SEL.PK-12.1.1    Recognize   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   
SEL.PK-12.1.2    Recognize   the   impact   of   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   on   one’s   own   behavior   
SEL.PK-12.1.3    Recognize   one’s   personal   traits,   strengths   and   limitations   
SEL.PK-12.1.4    Recognize   the   importance   of   self-confidence   in   handling   daily   tasks   and   

challenges   
SEL.PK-12.2.1    Understand   and   practice   strategies   for   managing   one’s   own   emotions,   thoughts   

and   behaviors   
SEL.PK-12.2.2    Recognize   the   skills   needed   to   establish   and   achieve   personal   and   educational   

goals   
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SEL.PK-12.2.3    Identify   and   apply   ways   to   persevere   or   overcome   barriers   through   alternative   
methods   to   achieve   one’s   goals   

SEL.PK-12.3.1    Recognize   and   identify   the   thoughts,   feelings   and   perspectives   of   others   
SEL.PK-12.3.2    Demonstrate   and   awareness   of   the   differences   among   individuals,   groups   and   

others’   cultural   backgrounds   
SEL.PK-12.3.3    Demonstrate   an   understanding   of   the   need   for   mutual   respect   when   viewpoints   

differ   
SEL.PK-12.3.4    Demonstrate   an   awareness   of   the   expectations   for   social   interactions   in   a   variety   

of   settings   
SEL.PK-12.4.1    Develop,   implement   and   model   effective   problem   solving   and   critical   thinking   

skills   
SEL.PK-12.4.2    Identify   the   consequences   associated   with   one’s   actions   in   order   to   make   

constructive   choices   
SEL.PK-12.4.3    Evaluate   personal,   ethical,   safety   and   civic   impact   of   decisions   
SEL.PK-12.5.1    Establish   and   maintain   healthy   relationships   
SEL.PK-12.5.2    Utilize   positive   communication   and   social   skills   to   interact   effectively   with   others   
SEL.PK-12.5.3    Identify   ways   to   resist   inappropriate   social   pressure   
SEL.PK-12.5.4    Demonstrate   the   ability   to   prevent   and   resolve   interpersonal   conflicts   in   

constructive   ways   
SEL.PK-12.5.5    Identify   who,   when,   where,   or   how   to   seek   help   for   oneself   or   others   when   needed   
LA.L.7.5.A      Interpret   figures   of   speech   (e.g.,   literary,   biblical,   and   mythological   allusions)   in   

context.   
1.5.8.Cr2a      Demonstrate   persistence   and   willingness   to   experiment   and   take   risks   during   the   

artistic   process.   
1.5.8.Cr2c    Apply,   organize   and   strategize   methods   for   design   and   redesign   of   objects,   places,  

systems,   images   and   words   to   clearly   communicate   information   to   a   diverse   
audience.   

Unit   Essential   Questions:   
● How   do   musicians   generate   creative   ideas?   
● How   do   performers   select   repertoire?   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   performance?     
● When   is   a   performance   judged   ready   to   present?   How   do   context   and   the   manner   in   which   

musical   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response?   
● How   do   artists   work?     
● How   do   artists   and   designers   determine   whether   a   particular   direction   in   their   work   is   

effective?     
● How   do   artists   and   designers   learn   from   trial   and   error?   
● How   do   artists   and   designers   create   works   of   art   or   design   that   effectively   communicate?   

Unit   Enduring   Understandings:   
● The   creative   ideas,   concepts   and   feelings   that   influence   musicians’   work   emerge   from   a   variety   

of   sources.   
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● Performers’   interest   in   and   knowledge   of   musical   works,   understanding   of   their   own   technical   
skill,   and   the   context   for   a   performance   influence   the   selection   of   repertoire.   

● To   express   their   musical   ideas,   musicians   analyze,   evaluate   and   refine   their   performance   over   
time   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   application   of   appropriate   criteria.   

● Musicians   judge   performance   based   on   criteria   that   vary   across   time,   place   and   cultures.   The   
context   and   how   a   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response.   

● Artists   and   designers   experiment   with   forms,   structures,   materials,   concepts,   media,   and   
art-making   approaches.   Artists   and   designers   balance   experimentation   and   safety,   freedom   
and   responsibility,   while   developing   and   creating   artworks.   People   create   and   interact   with   
objects,   places   and   design   that   define,   shape,   enhance,   and   empower   their   lives.   

Unit   Learning   Targets:   
Students   will   perform   music   based   on   the   pentatonic   scale,   develop   original   musical   themes,   and   
apply   these   themes   to   a   broader   composition   with   a   distinct   form.   
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Evidence   of   Learning   

Summative   Assessment:    30   days  

Equipment   Needed:    Keyboards,   headphones,   repertoire,   laptop   

Teacher   Resources:    musictheory.net,   gmajormusictheory.com   

Formative   Assessments:     
● Class   discussion   
● Playing   assessments;   both   individual   and   small   group   
● Written   assessment   using   online   and   hardcopy   assessment   
● Music   checks   to   ensure   students   are   noting   
● One-on-one   discussions   with   students   to   ensure   students'   self-efficacy   
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Lesson   Plans   
Lesson    Time   Frame   

Lesson   1    The   Pentatonic   Scale    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   2    Music/Means   of   Expression    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   3    Haiku    20   minutes/30   days   

Teacher   Notes:     These   lessons   assume   that   the   majority   of   students   have   no   experience   with   reading   
music   or   with   the   GarageBand   software.     
Curriculum   Development   Resources/Technology   Resources:   
Click   the   links   below   to   access   additional   resources   used   to   design   this   unit:   

http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-haiku-poems.html   
www.musictheory.net   
www.gmajormusictheory.com   
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Lesson   Plan   1   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Lesson   Title:    Pentatonic   Scale Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Identify   the   pentatonic   

scale   in   a   variety   of   
musical   styles.   

● Accurately   perform   the   
pentatonic   scale   in   both   
the   left   and   right   hand.   

● Perform   a   stylistic   
improvisation   of   the   
pentatonic   scale.   

 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Play   a   heavily   pentatonic   

classical   piece   of   music,   
juxtaposed   with   Eddie   
Van   Halen.   "They   both   
use   the   same   scale."   

● Distribute   pentatonic   
scale   sheets,   students   
play   right   hand,   left   
hand,   then   both.   

● Students   put   on   a   
backbeat   on   their   
keyboards,   improvise   an   
Eddie   Van   Halen   style   
solo   using   the   pentatonic   
scale.   

 
● Class   discussion   
● Improvisation   

 

Differentiation:    Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
● Pentatonic   scale   sheet   
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Lesson   Plan   2   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Lesson   Title:    Music   as   a   Means   of   Expression    Time   Frame:   
20   minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Visual   Art   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
variety   of   topics   music   
can   express.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   various   
themes   that   classical   
music   can   express.   

● Compare   the   breadth   of   
instrumental   
expressiveness   to   popular   
music   expressiveness.   

● Reasonably   speculate   on   
the   "topic"   of   various   
instrumental   
compositions.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Play   "Prelude   to   the   

Afternoon   of   a   Faun"   by   
Debussy.   Ask   students   to   
draw   the   music.   Compare   
and   contrast.   

● Repeat   with   "Therenody   
for   the   Victims   of   
Hiroshima"   by   
Penderecki.   Discuss.   

● On   the   board,   write   a   list   
of   things   pop   singers   
write   about.   If   a   
particular   word   is   used   
often,   like   "love,"   make   
that   word   big.   On   the   
other   side,   write   from   a   
classical   perspective,   
citing   historical   
examples.   

● Present   to   the   students   
individual   works   of   art   by   
famous   composers.   Ask   
students   to   improvise   a   
piece   they   feel   conveys   
the   picture's   meaning.   

● Discuss.   

 
● Worksheet   
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Class   discussion   
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Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   3   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Lesson    Title:    Haiku      Time   Frame:    20   minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:     Language   Arts   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   knowledge   

of   the   history   of   the   poem   
genre,   "haiku".   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   proper   
considerations   for   
performing   an   
improvised   
accompaniment.   

● Write   an   original   haiku..   
● Perform   a   pentatonic   

accompaniment   for   the   
haiku,   and   record   it   in   
GarageBand.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Read   a   haiku   together.   

Ask   students   what   they   
know   about   the   genre.   

● Write   that   haiku   on   the   
board,   counting   syllables   
as   you   go   line   by   line.   

● Distribute   cards   
containing   descriptors,   
weather   patterns,   colors,   
seasons   etc.   to   the   
students.   Ask   them   to   
write   their   own   haikus.   

● Students   record   their   
haikus,   followed   by   an   
improvised   
accompaniment.   

● Students   may   use   more   
than   one   MIDI   sound,   
and   may   use   vocal   effects.   

 
● Written   examination   of   

meter:   writing   simple   
rhythms   

● Class   discussions   
● Individual   and   small   

group   performance   
 

Differentiation:    Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Reflection   
Reflect   on   the   lesson   you   have   developed   and   rate   the   degree   to   which   the   lesson    Strongly,   Moderately    or    Weakly   
meets   the   criteria   below.   
Lesson   Activities    Strongly   Moderatel 

y   
Weakly  

Are   challenging    Strongly    and   require   higher   order   thinking   and   problem   
solving   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Allow   for   student   choice    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   scaffolding   for   acquiring   targeted   knowledge/skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   global   perspectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   21st   century   skills    ☐    ☒    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   interdisciplinary   connection   and   transfer   of   
knowledge   and   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Foster   student   use   of   technology   as   a   tool   to   develop   critical   thinking,   
creativity   and   innovation   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   varied   to   address   different   student   learning   styles   and   preferences    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   differentiated   based   on   student   needs    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   student-centered   with   teacher   acting   as   a   facilitator   and   co-learner   
during   the   teaching   and   learning   process    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   means   for   students   to   demonstrate   knowledge   and   skills   and   
progress   in   meeting   learning   goals   and   objectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   student   reflection   and   self-   assessment    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   data   to   inform   and   adjust   instruction   to   better   meet   the   varying   
needs   of   learners   ☒    ☐    ☐   

Curriculum   Design   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7   Course   Title:    Keyboard   Skills   

    Created:    Ashley   Bauers    Board   Approved   on:            
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Unit   Overview   Template   
Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7    Unit   Title:    Performance   Level   III;   
Chords,   Composition   III   
Unit   Summary:    During   this   unit,   students   will   put   their   creative   skills   towards   scoring   a   silent   movie   
and   scoring   for   a   film,   as   well   as   explore   the   nature   of   form   and   thematic   development.   Students   will   
explore   the   pentatonic   note   cluster   as   an   expressional   tool.   
Primary   Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Visual   Art,   Language   Arts,   Career   Readiness   
21 st    Century   Themes     ☒    Creativity   and   Innovation     ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving     ☐    ICT   Literacy   
☒    Information   Literacy      ☐    Life   and   Career   Skills      ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration      ☒    Media   Literacy  

Unit   Rationale:    By   now,   it   is   expected   that   students   have   expressed   familiarity   with   performing   on   
the   keyboard,   and   are   focused   on   exploring   improvisation   and   compositional   techniques.   
Career   Readiness   (Standard   9):    9.2,   9.4   

Learning   Targets   
Standards:    VPA   1.3A,   SEL.PK-12.1,   SEL.PK-12.2,   SEL.PK-12.3,   SEL.PK-12.4,   SEL.PK-12.5,VPA   1.5.8,   
LA.RL.7   
Content   Statements:   
Anchor   Standard   2:   Organizing   and   developing   ideas.     
Anchor   Standard   3:   Refining   and   completing   products.   
Anchor   Standard   4:   Selecting,   analyzing,   and   interpreting   work.   
Anchor   Standard   6:   Conveying   meaning   through   art.     
Core   Idea:   An   individual’s   strengths,   lifestyle   goals,   choices,   and   interests   affect   employment   and   
income.   
Core   Idea:   There   are   a   variety   of   resources   available   to   help   navigate   the   career   planning   process.   
Core   Idea:   Communication   skills   and   responsible   behavior   in   addition   to   education,   experience,   
certifications,   and   skills   are   all   factors   that   affect   employment   and   income.   
Core   Idea:   Gathering   and   evaluating   knowledge   and   information   from   a   variety   of   sources,   including   
global   perspectives,   fosters   creativity   and   innovative   thinking.  
Core   Idea:   Detailed   examples   exist   to   illustrate   crediting   others   when   incorporating   their   digital   
artifacts   in   one’s   own   work.     
Core   Idea:   Awareness   of   and   appreciation   for   cultural   differences   is   critical   to   avoid   barriers   to   
productive   and   positive   interaction.   
SEL.PK-12.1:   Self-Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.2:   Self-Management   
SEL.PK-12.3:   Social   Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.4:   Responsible   Decision-Making   
SEL.PK-12.5:   Relationship   Skills   
Anchor   Standard   2:   Organizing   and   developing   ideas.   
LA.RL.7:   Reading   and   Literature   
CPI#:    Cumulative   Progress   Indicator   (CPI):   
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1.3A.8.Cr2a    Select,   organize   and   document   personal   musical   ideas   for   arrangements,   songs   
and   compositions   within   expanded   forms   that   demonstrate   concepts   such   as   
tension   and   release,   unity   and   variety,   balance,   and   convey   expressive   intent.   

1.3A.8.Cr2b    Use   standard   and/or   iconic   notation   and/or   recording   technology   to   document   
personal   rhythmic   phrases,   melodic   phrases   and   harmonic   sequences.   

1.3A.8.Cr3a    Evaluate,   refine   and   explain   their   own   work   by   selecting   and   applying   criteria   
including   appropriate   application   of   elements   of   music,   compositional   techniques,   
style   and   form,   and   use   of   sound   sources.   

1.3A.8.Cr3b    Present   the   final   versions   of   documented   personally   and   collaboratively   created   
music   that   demonstrates   craftsmanship   and   originality   to   others.   Apply  
compositional   techniques   to   achieve   unity   and   variety,   tension   and   release,   and   
balance   to   convey   expressive   intent.   

1.3A.8.Pr4a    Apply   collaboratively   and   personally   developed   criteria   for   selecting   music   of   
contrasting   styles   for   performance   and   explain   expressive   qualities,   technical   
challenges   and   reasons   for   choices.     

1.3A.8.P4d    Identify   and   explain   how   cultural   and   historical   context   inform   performances   and   
result   in   different   musical   effects.   

1.3A.8.Pr6a    Perform   music   with   technical   accuracy,   stylistic   expression   and   culturally   
authentic   practices   to   convey   the   creator’s   intent.   

9.2.8.CAP.3    Explain   how   career   choices,   educational   choices,   skills,   economic   conditions,   and   
personal   behavior   affect   income.   

9.2.8.CAP.4    Explain   how   an   individual’s   online   behavior   (e.g.,   social   networking,   photo   
exchanges,   video   postings)   may   impact   opportunities   for   employment   or   
advancement.   

9.2.8.CAP.12    Assess   personal   strengths,   talents,   values,   and   interests   to   appropriate   jobs   and   
careers   to   maximize   career   potential.   

9.2.8.CAP.18    Explain   how   personal   behavior,   appearance,   attitudes,   and   other   choices   may   
impact   the   job   application   process.   

9.4.8.CI.4    Explore   the   role   of   creativity   and   innovation   in   career   pathways   and   industries.   
9.4.8.DC.2    Provide   appropriate   citation   and   attribution   elements   when   creating   media   

products   (e.g.,   W.6.8).     
9.4.8.GCA.2    Demonstrate   openness   to   diverse   ideas   and   perspectives   through   active   

discussions   to   achieve   a   group   goal.   
SEL.PK-12.1.1    Recognize   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   
SEL.PK-12.1.2    Recognize   the   impact   of   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   on   one’s   own   behavior   
SEL.PK-12.1.3    Recognize   one’s   personal   traits,   strengths   and   limitations   
SEL.PK-12.1.4    Recognize   the   importance   of   self-confidence   in   handling   daily   tasks   and   

challenges   
SEL.PK-12.2.1    Understand   and   practice   strategies   for   managing   one’s   own   emotions,   thoughts   

and   behaviors   



  

  

 

S PRINGFIELD    P UBLIC    S CHOOLS   
ENGAGING   STUDENTS   •   FOSTERING   ACHIEVEMENT   •   CULTIVATING   21 ST    CENTURY   GLOBAL   SKILLS   

SEL.PK-12.2.2    Recognize   the   skills   needed   to   establish   and   achieve   personal   and   educational   
goals   

SEL.PK-12.2.3    Identify   and   apply   ways   to   persevere   or   overcome   barriers   through   alternative   
methods   to   achieve   one’s   goals   

SEL.PK-12.3.1    Recognize   and   identify   the   thoughts,   feelings   and   perspectives   of   others   
SEL.PK-12.3.2    Demonstrate   and   awareness   of   the   differences   among   individuals,   groups   and   

others’   cultural   backgrounds   
SEL.PK-12.3.3    Demonstrate   an   understanding   of   the   need   for   mutual   respect   when   viewpoints   

differ   
SEL.PK-12.3.4    Demonstrate   an   awareness   of   the   expectations   for   social   interactions   in   a   variety   

of   settings   
SEL.PK-12.4.1    Develop,   implement   and   model   effective   problem   solving   and   critical   thinking   

skills   
SEL.PK-12.4.2    Identify   the   consequences   associated   with   one’s   actions   in   order   to   make   

constructive   choices   
SEL.PK-12.4.3    Evaluate   personal,   ethical,   safety   and   civic   impact   of   decisions   
SEL.PK-12.5.1    Establish   and   maintain   healthy   relationships   
SEL.PK-12.5.2    Utilize   positive   communication   and   social   skills   to   interact   effectively   with   others   
SEL.PK-12.5.3    Identify   ways   to   resist   inappropriate   social   pressure   
SEL.PK-12.5.4    Demonstrate   the   ability   to   prevent   and   resolve   interpersonal   conflicts   in   

constructive   ways   
SEL.PK-12.5.5    Identify   who,   when,   where,   or   how   to   seek   help   for   oneself   or   others   when   needed   
1.5.8.Cr2a      Demonstrate   persistence   and   willingness   to   experiment   and   take   risks   during   the   

artistic   process.   
1.5.8.Cr2c    Apply,   organize   and   strategize   methods   for   design   and   redesign   of   objects,   places,  

systems,   images   and   words   to   clearly   communicate   information   to   a   diverse   
audience.   

LA.RL.7.6    Analyze   how   an   author   develops   and   contrasts   the   points   of   view   of   different   
characters   or   narrators   in   a   text.   

LA.RL.7.7      Compare   and   contrast   a   written   story,   drama,   or   poem   to   its   audio,   filmed,   staged,   
or   multimedia   version,   analyzing   the   effects   of   techniques   unique   to   each   medium   
(e.g.,   lighting,   sound,   color,   or   camera   focus   and   angles   in   a   film).   

Unit   Essential   Questions:   
● How   do   musicians   make   creative   decisions?   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   creative   work?   
● How   do   performers   select   repertoire?   
● When   is   a   performance   judged   ready   to   present?   How   do   context   and   the   manner   in   which   

musical   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response?   
● How   do   artists   work?     
● How   do   artists   and   designers   determine   whether   a   particular   direction   in   their   work   is   

effective?     
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● How   do   artists   and   designers   learn   from   trial   and   error?   
● How   do   artists   and   designers   create   works   of   art   or   design   that   effectively   communicate?   

Unit   Enduring   Understandings:   
● Musicians’   creative   choices   are   influenced   by   their   expertise,   context   and   expressive   intent.   
● Musicians   evaluate   and   refine   their   work   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   

application   of   appropriate   criteria.   
● Performers’   interest   in   and   knowledge   of   musical   works,   understanding   of   their   own   technical   

skill,   and   the   context   for   a   performance   influence   the   selection   of   repertoire.   
● Musicians   judge   performance   based   on   criteria   that   vary   across   time,   place   and   cultures.   The   

context   and   how   a   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response.   
● Artists   and   designers   experiment   with   forms,   structures,   materials,   concepts,   media,   and   

art-making   approaches.   Artists   and   designers   balance   experimentation   and   safety,   freedom   
and   responsibility,   while   developing   and   creating   artworks.   People   create   and   interact   with   
objects,   places   and   design   that   define,   shape,   enhance,   and   empower   their   lives.   

Unit   Learning   Targets:   
Students   will   perform   music   based   on   the   pentatonic   scale,   develop   original   musical   themes,   and   
apply   these   themes   to   a   broader   composition   with   a   distinct   form.   
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Evidence   of   Learning   

Summative   Assessment:    30   days  

Equipment   Needed:    Keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire,   laptop   

Teacher   Resources:    gmajormusictheory.com,   musictheory.net     

Formative   Assessments:     
● Class   discussion   
● Playing   assessments;   both   individual   and   small   group   
● Written   assessment   using   online   and   hardcopy   assessment   
● Music   checks   to   ensure   students   are   noting   
● One-on-one   discussions   with   students   to   ensure   students'   self-efficacy   
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Lesson   Plans   
Lesson    Time   Frame   

Lesson   1    Silent   Movie   Scores    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   2    Form,   Thematic   Continuity    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   3    Recording   Session    20   minutes/30   days   

Teacher   Notes:     These   lessons   assume   that   the   majority   of   students   have   no   experience   with   reading   
music   or   with   the   GarageBand   software.     
Curriculum   Development   Resources/Technology   Resources:   
Click   the   links   below   to   access   additional   resources   used   to   design   this   unit:   

http://www.filmsite.org/silentfilms.html   
www.musictheory.net   
http://marioflash.org   
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Lesson   Plan   1   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Lesson   Title:    Silent   Movie   Scores Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Visual   Art   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire,   paper,   
crayons/markers   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Identify   characteristics   of   

piano   accompaniments   in   
silent   movies.   

● Develop   original   piano   
accompaniments   to   live   
action.   

● Develop   a   storyboard   for   
an   original   silent   film.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Play   an   early   Charlie   

Chaplin   movie   and   have   
students   listen   to   the   
piano   accompaniment.   

● Discuss   themes   as   they   
appear   in   the   narrative.   

● Distribute   storyboard;   
students   sketch   out   two   
scenes   of   a   silent   film.   

 
● Class   discussion   
● Storyboard   completion,   

comprehensiveness   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   



  

  

  

    

 

S PRINGFIELD    P UBLIC    S CHOOLS   
ENGAGING   STUDENTS   •   FOSTERING   ACHIEVEMENT   •   CULTIVATING   21 ST    CENTURY   GLOBAL   SKILLS   

Lesson   Plan   2   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts         Lesson   Title:    Form Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Language   Arts   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
concept   of   form   as   it   
appears   in   classical   
music.   

● Accurately   differentiate   
between   the   themes   of   
Peter   and   the   Wolf.   

● Demonstrate   the   parallels   
between   the   narrative   
and   music   to   Peter   and   
the   Wolf.   

Lesson   Sequence   
● Hand   out   Peter   and   the   

Wolf   story.   
● Discuss,   characters,   

setting   and   read   plot.   
● Play   recording,   listen   for   

different   themes   as   they   
represent   different   
elements   of   the   plot.   

● Students   fill   out   ditto   
describing   the   music   in   
terms   of   the   narrative.   

● Discuss   

 
● Worksheet   
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Score   marking   
● Class   discussion   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   3   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts         Lesson   Title:    Recording   Techniques    Time   Frame:   
20   minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   how   to   
integrate   real   sound   into   
an   accompaniment   in   
GarageBand.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   the   
considerations   that   need   
to   be   made   when   
recording   live   sound.   

● Successfully   time   a   live   
recorded   sound   into   their   
accompaniments.   

Lesson   Sequence   
● Students   watch   the   video   

on   Foley   artistry   and   
discuss   ideas   for   their   
silent   movies.   

● As   a   class,   students   open   
GarageBand,   and   create   a   
live   soundtrack.   

● Record   a   sound   effect   
using   something   in   the   
classroom.   Discuss   how   
this   could   be   used.   

● Discuss   volume   and   
sound   quality   automation   
for   single   tracks.     

● Students   use   GarageBand   
to   record   one   sound   
effect.   

 
● GarageBand   foley   

soundtrack   
● Class   discussions   

 
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Reflection   
Reflect   on   the   lesson   you   have   developed   and   rate   the   degree   to   which   the   lesson    Strongly,   Moderately    or    Weakly   
meets   the   criteria   below.   
Lesson   Activities    Strongly   Moderatel 

y   
Weakly  

Are   challenging    Strongly    and   require   higher   order   thinking   and   problem   
solving   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Allow   for   student   choice    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   scaffolding   for   acquiring   targeted   knowledge/skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   global   perspectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   21st   century   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   interdisciplinary   connection   and   transfer   of   
knowledge   and   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Foster   student   use   of   technology   as   a   tool   to   develop   critical   thinking,   
creativity   and   innovation   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   varied   to   address   different   student   learning   styles   and   preferences    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   differentiated   based   on   student   needs    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   student-centered   with   teacher   acting   as   a   facilitator   and   co-learner   
during   the   teaching   and   learning   process    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   means   for   students   to   demonstrate   knowledge   and   skills   and   
progress   in   meeting   learning   goals   and   objectives    ☐    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   student   reflection   and   self-   assessment    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   data   to   inform   and   adjust   instruction   to   better   meet   the   varying   
needs   of   learners   ☒    ☐    ☐   

Curriculum   Design   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Grade   Level:     7    Course   Title:    Keyboard   Skills   

    Created:    Ashley   Bauers    Board   Approved   on:            
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Unit   Overview   Template   
Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts    Grade   Level:    7    Unit   Title:    Performance   Level   IV;   
Recording   Techniques   
Unit   Summary:    Students   will   explore   early   American   blues,   perform   a   12-bar   blues   progression,   perform   an   
original   blues   poem   with   classic   blues   instruments.   
Primary   Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Social   Studies,   Career   Readiness   
21 st    Century   Themes     ☒    Creativity   and   Innovation     ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving     ☐    ICT   Literacy   
☒    Information   Literacy      ☐    Life   and   Career   Skills      ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration      ☒    Media   Literacy  

Unit   Rationale:    This   unit   is   focused   on   exploring   the   popular   American   roots   music   applications   of   
the   pentatonic   and   blues   scales.   As   we   complete   the   course,   students   should   use   their   learned   skills   to   
contribute   to   the   American   music   tradition.   
Career   Readiness   (Standard   9):    9.2,   9.4   

Learning   Targets   
Standards:    VPA   1.3A,   SEL.PK-12.1,   SEL.PK-12.2,   SEL.PK-12.3,   SEL.PK-12.4,   SEL.PK-12.5,   
6.1.8.HistoryCC   
Content   Statements:     
Anchor   Standard   3:   Refining   and   completing   products.   
Anchor   Standard   4:   Selecting,   analyzing,   and   interpreting   work.   
Anchor   Standard   6:   Conveying   meaning   through   art.     
Anchor   Standard   7:   Perceiving   and   analyzing   products.     
Core   Idea:   An   individual’s   strengths,   lifestyle   goals,   choices,   and   interests   affect   employment   and   
income.   
Core   Idea:   There   are   a   variety   of   resources   available   to   help   navigate   the   career   planning   process.   
Core   Idea:   Communication   skills   and   responsible   behavior   in   addition   to   education,   experience,   
certifications,   and   skills   are   all   factors   that   affect   employment   and   income.   
Core   Idea:   Gathering   and   evaluating   knowledge   and   information   from   a   variety   of   sources,   including   
global   perspectives,   fosters   creativity   and   innovative   thinking.  
Core   Idea:   Detailed   examples   exist   to   illustrate   crediting   others   when   incorporating   their   digital   
artifacts   in   one’s   own   work.     
Core   Idea:   Awareness   of   and   appreciation   for   cultural   differences   is   critical   to   avoid   barriers   to   
productive   and   positive   interaction.     
SEL.PK-12.1:   Self-Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.2:   Self-Management   
SEL.PK-12.3:   Social   Awareness   
SEL.PK-12.4:   Responsible   Decision-Making   
SEL.PK-12.5:   Relationship   Skills   
6.1.8.HistoryCC.3:   Chronological   sequencing   helps   us   understand   the   interrelationship   of   historical   
events.   
6.1.8.HistoryCC.4:Historical   events   and   developments   are   shaped   by   social,   political,   cultural,   
technological,   and   economic   factors.   
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CPI#:    Cumulative   Progress   Indicator   (CPI):   
1.3A.8.Cr3a    Evaluate,   refine   and   explain   their   own   work   by   selecting   and   applying   criteria   

including   appropriate   application   of   elements   of   music,   compositional   techniques,   
style   and   form,   and   use   of   sound   sources.   

1.3A.8.Cr3b    Present   the   final   versions   of   documented   personally   and   collaboratively   created   
music   that   demonstrates   craftsmanship   and   originality   to   others.   Apply  
compositional   techniques   to   achieve   unity   and   variety,   tension   and   release,   and   
balance   to   convey   expressive   intent.   

1.3A.8.Pr4a    Apply   collaboratively   and   personally   developed   criteria   for   selecting   music   of   
contrasting   styles   for   performance   and   explain   expressive   qualities,   technical   
challenges   and   reasons   for   choices.     

1.3A.8.Pr4b      Compare   the   structure   of   contrasting   pieces   of   music   selected   for   performance,   
explaining   how   the   elements   of   music   are   used   in   each.   

1.3A.8.P4d    Identify   and   explain   how   cultural   and   historical   context   inform   performances   and   
result   in   different   musical   effects.   

1.3A.8.Pr4e   Perform   contrasting   pieces   of   music,   demonstrating   as   well   as   explaining   how   the   
music’s   intent   is   conveyed   by   their   interpretations   of   the   elements   of   music   and   
expressive   qualities   (e.g.,   dynamics,   tempo,   timbre,   articulation/style,   phrasing).   

1.3A.8.Pr6a    Perform   music   with   technical   accuracy,   stylistic   expression   and   culturally   
authentic   practices   to   convey   the   creator’s   intent.   

1.3A.8.Re7c    Identify   and   compare   the   context   of   programs   of   music   from   a   variety   of   genres,   
cultures   and   historical   periods.   

9.2.8.CAP.3    Explain   how   career   choices,   educational   choices,   skills,   economic   conditions,   and   
personal   behavior   affect   income.   

9.2.8.CAP.4    Explain   how   an   individual’s   online   behavior   (e.g.,   social   networking,   photo   
exchanges,   video   postings)   may   impact   opportunities   for   employment   or   
advancement.   

9.2.8.CAP.12    Assess   personal   strengths,   talents,   values,   and   interests   to   appropriate   jobs   and   
careers   to   maximize   career   potential.   

9.2.8.CAP.18    Explain   how   personal   behavior,   appearance,   attitudes,   and   other   choices   may   
impact   the   job   application   process.   

9.4.8.CI.4    Explore   the   role   of   creativity   and   innovation   in   career   pathways   and   industries.   
9.4.8.DC.2    Provide   appropriate   citation   and   attribution   elements   when   creating   media   

products   (e.g.,   W.6.8).     
9.4.8.GCA.2    Demonstrate   openness   to   diverse   ideas   and   perspectives   through   active   

discussions   to   achieve   a   group   goal.   
SEL.PK-12.1.1    Recognize   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   
SEL.PK-12.1.2    Recognize   the   impact   of   one’s   feelings   and   thoughts   on   one’s   own   behavior   
SEL.PK-12.1.3    Recognize   one’s   personal   traits,   strengths   and   limitations   
SEL.PK-12.1.4    Recognize   the   importance   of   self-confidence   in   handling   daily   tasks   and   

challenges   
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SEL.PK-12.2.1    Understand   and   practice   strategies   for   managing   one’s   own   emotions,   thoughts   
and   behaviors   

SEL.PK-12.2.2    Recognize   the   skills   needed   to   establish   and   achieve   personal   and   educational   
goals   

SEL.PK-12.2.3    Identify   and   apply   ways   to   persevere   or   overcome   barriers   through   alternative   
methods   to   achieve   one’s   goals   

SEL.PK-12.3.1    Recognize   and   identify   the   thoughts,   feelings   and   perspectives   of   others   
SEL.PK-12.3.2    Demonstrate   and   awareness   of   the   differences   among   individuals,   groups   and   

others’   cultural   backgrounds   
SEL.PK-12.3.3    Demonstrate   an   understanding   of   the   need   for   mutual   respect   when   viewpoints   

differ   
SEL.PK-12.3.4    Demonstrate   an   awareness   of   the   expectations   for   social   interactions   in   a   variety   

of   settings   
SEL.PK-12.4.1    Develop,   implement   and   model   effective   problem   solving   and   critical   thinking   

skills   
SEL.PK-12.4.2    Identify   the   consequences   associated   with   one’s   actions   in   order   to   make   

constructive   choices   
SEL.PK-12.4.3    Evaluate   personal,   ethical,   safety   and   civic   impact   of   decisions   
SEL.PK-12.5.1    Establish   and   maintain   healthy   relationships   
SEL.PK-12.5.2    Utilize   positive   communication   and   social   skills   to   interact   effectively   with   others   
SEL.PK-12.5.3    Identify   ways   to   resist   inappropriate   social   pressure   
SEL.PK-12.5.4    Demonstrate   the   ability   to   prevent   and   resolve   interpersonal   conflicts   in   

constructive   ways   
SEL.PK-12.5.5    Identify   who,   when,   where,   or   how   to   seek   help   for   oneself   or   others   when   needed   
6.1.8.HistoryCC.3 
.b     

Explain   how   political   parties   were   formed   and   continue   to   be   shaped   by   differing   
perspectives   regarding   the   role   and   power   of   the   federal   government.   

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4 
.d:     

Analyze   the   push-pull   factors   that   led   to   increase   in   immigration   and   explain   why   
ethnic   and   cultural   conflicts   resulted   

Unit   Essential   Questions:   
● How   do   musicians   improve   the   quality   of   their   creative   work?   
● How   do   performers   select   repertoire?   
● When   is   a   performance   judged   ready   to   present?   How   do   context   and   the   manner   in   which   

musical   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response?   
● How   do   individuals   choose   music   to   experience?   How   does   understanding   the   

structure   and   context   of   music   inform   a   response?   
Unit   Enduring   Understandings:   

● Musicians   evaluate   and   refine   their   work   through   openness   to   new   ideas,   persistence   and   the   
application   of   appropriate   criteria.   

● Performers’   interest   in   and   knowledge   of   musical   works,   understanding   of   their   own   technical   
skill,   and   the   context   for   a   performance   influence   the   selection   of   repertoire.   
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● Musicians   judge   performance   based   on   criteria   that   vary   across   time,   place   and   cultures.   The   
context   and   how   a   work   is   presented   influence   audience   response.   

● Individuals'   selection   of   musical   works   is   influenced   by   their   interests,   experiences,   
understandings,   and   purposes.   Response   to   music   is   informed   by   analyzing   context   (e.g.,   
social,   cultural,   historical)   and   how   creator(s)   or   performer(s)   manipulate   the   elements   of   
music.   

Unit   Learning   Targets:   
Students   will   demonstrate   understanding   of   the   evolution   of   the   blues   in   American   pop   and   rock   
music,   and   perform   blues   verses   and   improvise   over   the   blues   using   the   blues   and   pentatonic   scales.   

Evidence   of   Learning   

Summative   Assessment:    30   days  

Equipment   Needed:    Keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire,   laptop   

Teacher   Resources:    www.musictheory.net ,   gmajormusictheory.com   

Formative   Assessments:     
● Class   discussion   
● Playing   assessments;   both   individual   and   small   group   
● Written   assessment   using   online   and   hardcopy   assessment   
● Music   checks   to   ensure   students   are   noting   
● One-on-one   discussions   with   students   to   ensure   students'   self-efficacy   
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Lesson   Plans   
Lesson    Time   Frame   

Lesson   1    Intro   to   the   Blues    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   2    Blues   Styles    20   minutes/30   days   

Lesson   3    Blues   Verses    20   minutes/30   days   

Teacher   Notes:     These   lessons   assume   that   the   majority   of   students   have   no   experience   with   reading   
music   or   with   the   GarageBand   software.     
Curriculum   Development   Resources/Technology   Resources:   
Click   the   links   below   to   access   additional   resources   used   to   design   this   unit:   

https://www.allaboutjazz.com/a-brief-history-of-the-blues-by-ed-kopp.php   
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Lesson   Plan   1   Template   

Content   Area: Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Lesson   Title:    Intro   to   the   Blues Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Social   Studies   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   an   

understanding   of   the   
history   of   the   blues.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   the   
impact   the   blues   had   on   
the   development   of   rock   
music.   

● Perform   12   bar   blues   
verses   over   one   chord.   

● Correctly   perform   a   C   
triad.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Listen   to   original   blues   

recordings   and   describe.   
● Students   read   "History   of   

the   Blues".   
● Describe   the   form   of   a   12   

bar   blues   and   
demonstrate   on   board.   

● Students   read   
biographies   of   old   blues   
singers   and   turn   them   
into   blues   verses.   

● Students   learn   notes   of   
the   C   triad   and   apply   the   
C   triad   to   the   blues   verse.   

 
● Class   discussion   
● Blues   rubric   
● Worksheets   

 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   2   Template   

Content   Area: Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Lesson   Title:    Blues   Style   in   America Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Social   Studies   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
various   styles   of   the   blues   
in   America.   

● Map   locations   where   
styles   of   blues   have   
proliferated.   

● Map   the   evolutions   of   
blues   into   rock   in   certain   
areas   of   America.   

 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Students   listen   to   Delta   

blues   recordings   and   
compare   them   to   
Louisiana   blues   
recordings.   

● Repeat   with   Motown   
blues   recording,   modern   
country   blues,   and   
Rolling   Stones   recording.   

● Students   receive   maps   of   
the   USA   to   represent   the   
styles   of   blues.   Students   
color   over   areas   where   a   
style   of   blues   was   
popular,   such   as   Delta,   
Detroit,   Country   blues   
etc.   

● On   the   second   map,   
students   map   areas   
where   they   think   the   
blues   is   still   alive   and   
well.     

 
● Worksheet   
● Small   group   and   

individual   performance   
● Class   discussion   

 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
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● Sheet   Music   
● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Plan   3   Template   

Content   Area: Visual   and   Performing   Arts     Lesson   Title:    Blues   Composition Time   Frame:    20   
minutes/30   days     

Lesson   Components   
21 st    Century   Themes     
☒    Global   Awareness ☐    Financial,   Economic,   Business   and   Entrepreneurial   Literacy     
☐    Civic   Literacy ☐    Health   Literacy   
21 st    Century   Skills   
☒    Creativity   and   Innovation ☒    Critical   Thinking   and   Problem   Solving ☒    Information   Literacy   
☐    Life   and   Career   Skills ☒    Communication   and   Collaboration ☒    Media   Literacy ☐    ICT   Literacy   
Interdisciplinary   Connections:    Social   Studies,   Career   Readiness   
Integration   of   Technology:     Use   of   Garageband,   musictheory.net   
Equipment   Needed:     Garageband,   Laptop,   keyboard,   headphones,   repertoire   

Goals/Objectives    Learning   Activities/   
Instructional   Strategies   

Formative   Assessment   Tasks   

Students   will:   
● Demonstrate   

understanding   of   the   
various   blues   forms   that   
exist   in   modern   music.   

● Demonstrate   
understanding   of   the   
traditional   
instrumentation   of   a   
blues   recording.   

● Demonstrate   the   ability   
to   accurately   record   these   
instruments   into   
GarageBand.   

● Compose   original   blues   
verses   that   are   either   
autobiographical,   
narrative   or   image-driven   
in   nature.   
 

Lesson   Sequence   
● Provide   for   students   a   

variety   of   blues   and   
blues-inspired   vocal   
recordings.   

● List   the   blues   forms,   
along   with   their   
structures   on   the   board.   

● Students   list   instruments   
that   are   considered   
"traditional"   blues   
instruments,   locate   the   
sounds   in   GarageBand.   

● Students   then   record   the   
C   triad   pattern   into  
GarageBand   for   one   
chorus.   Students   add   
accompanying   bass,   
drums,   and   other   
traditional   voices   to   
compose   a   3-verse   blues   
song.   

 
● Verse   writing   
● Class   discussions   
● Individual   and   small   

group   performance   
 

Differentiation:     Student   choice,   flexible   grouping,   students   will   work   alone   and   in   groups   before   
meeting   as   a   class   to   go   over   dynamics.     
Resources   Provided:   

● Teacher   generated   notes   
● Sheet   Music   
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● Approved   musical   examples   
● Keyboard   
● Headphones   
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Lesson   Reflection   
Reflect   on   the   lesson   you   have   developed   and   rate   the   degree   to   which   the   lesson    Strongly,   Moderately    or    Weakly   
meets   the   criteria   below.   
Lesson   Activities    Strongly   Moderatel 

y   
Weakly  

Are   challenging    Strongly    and   require   higher   order   thinking   and   problem   
solving   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Allow   for   student   choice    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   scaffolding   for   acquiring   targeted   knowledge/skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   global   perspectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Integrate   21st   century   skills    ☐    ☒    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   interdisciplinary   connection   and   transfer   of   
knowledge   and   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Foster   student   use   of   technology   as   a   tool   to   develop   critical   thinking,   
creativity   and   innovation   skills    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   varied   to   address   different   student   learning   styles   and   preferences    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   differentiated   based   on   student   needs    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Are   student-centered   with   teacher   acting   as   a   facilitator   and   co-learner   
during   the   teaching   and   learning   process    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   means   for   students   to   demonstrate   knowledge   and   skills   and   
progress   in   meeting   learning   goals   and   objectives    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   opportunities   for   student   reflection   and   self-   assessment    ☒    ☐    ☐   

Provide   data   to   inform   and   adjust   instruction   to   better   meet   the   varying   
needs   of   learners   ☒    ☐    ☐   

Curriculum   Design   Template   

Content   Area:    Visual   and   Performing   Arts       Grade   Level:    7                Course   Title:    Keyboard   Skills   

    Created:    Ashley   Bauers    Board   Approved   on:            
















