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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 8§, 2017
REGULAR MEETING

The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum
Contents Standards. Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and
support personnel are among the best in their fields.

The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of
child-centered educational programs. Very simply stated, in Springfield...SCHOOLS ARE
FOR KIDS!

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media
Center-First Floor on Monday, May 8, 2017 at 7:43 P.M.

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act,
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to
be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2017.

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Board Vice President, Mr. Scott Silverstein

Present: Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Marc Miller, Mr, Hector Munoz, Mrs. Jacqueline
Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Hilary Turnbull, Mr. Steven Wolcott
Absent: Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mrs. Robin Cornelison

Also Present:
Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent
Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Mrs. Erica Scudero, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment
Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. COMMUNICATIONS
1. Congratulations to Vito Gagliardi and Kerri Wright for being recognized by the
NJ Super Lawyers 2017 publication.

2. NIJSBA
Online Radio presentation from April 27" “Possible Education Impacts of

the Trump Administration” can be reheard.
Legislative Day is on May 25" at the Patriots Theater at the War Museum in

Trenton.
Sustainability Leadership Conference is May 24" at the Conference Center

at Mercer, West Windsor.
Student Achievement Conference is May 30" at the Conference Center at

Mercer, West Windsor.
School Board Notes from April 27" & May 3",
Weekly Program Update May 2",
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3. GSCS News & Notes from April 28™..
4. NSBA National Connection Daily April 24™ thru May 4",

4. MINUTES
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the following minutes:
Regular Meeting - April 24,2017
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

5. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to accept and approve the

Superintendent’s Report as presented :

1. Student/Staff Recognitions
1. JDHS Varsity Bowling Team & Coach Fabiano were presented with
jackets as the UCC Mountain Division Champions. They had very
impressive season of 13 wins and 0 losses. They also placed 2™ in the N2G1
finals,
Jon Pannullo made 1* Team All UCC Mountain Division.
Evan Weinberg madel® Team All UCC Mountain Division, finishing with
the highest average in the county, a 222. He was 1* Team All State, placing
4" in the state tournament and had the 2" highest game of tournament, a
279. He also holds the 6" highest average in the state tournament.
2. Joseph Volfman, senior, was presented with a resolution from the Board
for his completion of a 26 mile marathon in Miami in January 2017. In under
5 hours, Joe completed the 26 miles pedaling his custom bicycle with his
hands.
3. SSEP Mission 11 Patch Winners
Elementary Winner is Grace Periera from Caldwell School
High School Winner is Destiny Martins (who will be attending Princeton)
4, Union County Teen Arts has invited the JDHS Concert Band and actress,
Jessica Pica (Legally Blonde) to the Teen Arts Festival.

2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if

specific clarification is needed.)

3. Building Usage Request

4, Fund Raiser Request

5. Fieldtrip Request

6. Contracts PL2015, Chapter 47

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

6. PUBLIC SESSION (8:12 PM)
At this time, the public did not have any concerns/comments regarding items on the
Agenda or the Superintendent’s Report.

7. BOARD SECRETARY'S REPORT
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the Board Secretary’s
Report dated March 31, 2017 and that it be received and placed on file.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED
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8.

TREASURER'’S REPORT
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the Treasurer’s Report
dated March 31, 2017 and that it be received and placed on file

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

9. LEGAL CERTIFICATION

10.

11.

12.
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Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (e)
and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I move the Board
certify that to the best of its knowledge as of March 31, 2017 no major account or
fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that
sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the
remainder of the fiscal year.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

SPECIAL SALARIES AND FEES 2017-2018
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, approval of the Special Salaries,
Fees, and Compensation Rates for the 2017-2018 school year. (Attachment A)

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

TUITION RATES FOR 2017-2018

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, approval of the following 2017-
2018 tuition charges for those children residing out of the district who are enrolled
in regular/special education classes in the Springfield School District, as provided in
Springfield Board of Education Policy #5118

Preschool (half day) $ 7,098
Kindergarten (full day) $ 14,196
Grades 1 — 5 $ 15,350
Grades 6 — 8 $ 16,205
Grades 9 - 12 $ 16,842
LLD $ 53,552
PreK Dis PT $ 15,172.
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

POMPTONIAN BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICES 2017-2018

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, approval of the following food
service prices for the 2017-2018 school year and that all schools participate in the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP):

BREAKFAST LUNCH
Paid Reduced Paid Reduced
Elementary $1.35 $0.30 $2.75 $0.40
Middle $1.75 $0.30 $2.90 $0.40
High School $2.00 $0.30 $3.00 $0.40
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED
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13. DISTRICT BANK ACCOUNTS FOR 2017-2018
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, to designate the following banks as
depositories for school district funds, for the 2017-2018 school year
a. Investors Savings Bank
Springfield Board of Education
General Account
Payroll Account
Payroll Agency Account
Summer Savings Account
UCI Trust Account
Capital Projects Account
Food Service Account
Before and Aftercare Account
Edward V Walton Student Activity Account
James Caldwell Student Activity Account
Thelma L Sandmeier Student Activity Account
Florence M Gaudineer Student Activity Account
Jonathan Dayton Student Activity Account
Jonathan Dayton Athletic Activity Account
b. State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

14, PETTY CASH
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, at the recommendation of the
Superintendent, approval for the Secretary of the Board be directed to establish
petty cash funds for the 2017-2018 school year as follows, as required by stature:
Superintendent/ Administration $300.00

Jonathan Dayton High School 300.00
Florence M. Gaudineer School 200.00
Edward V. Walton School 150.00
James Caldwell School 150.00
Thelma L. Sandmeier School 150.00
Buildings and Grounds 150.00
Special Services 100.00
JDHS Athletic Dept. 100.00
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

15. INVESTMENT OF FUNDS
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, to authorize, pursuant to 17:12B-
241, Mr. Matthew A. Clarke, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, to
invest school funds, and order wire transfers if necessary to complete the
transaction, in one or more accounts in any insured bank whose principal office is
located in New Jersey in any amount up to, but not exceeding, the amounts for
which such accounts are insured.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED
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16. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.
(Attachment B)

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

STAFF RENEWALS FOR 2017-2018

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the
Superintendent, approval of certificated and non-certificated staff appointments for
the 2017-2018 school year. (Attachment B1)

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional
Development. (Attachment C)

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, at the recommendation of the
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education request for
Related Services/Placements on the attachment.

(Attachment D)

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

HIB REPORT
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, that the Board of Education
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting:

April 25, 2017.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

BRICK FACADE PHASE 4 BID AWARD PUNJAB RESTORATION

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr, Munoz, approval to accept the bid from
Punjab Restoration Co. LLC, Washington, NJ, project number SP 2017-02, for
Jonathan Dayton High School Brick Fagade Phase 4 from all bidders as set in the
following resolution: (Attachment E)

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, there is planned a project to perform certain rehabilitations at the
Jonathan Dayton High School Brick Facade for brick masonry fagade repairs, steel
lintel repairs, and flashing improvements to the courtyard; and

WHEREAS, a public advertisement for such construction services took place on
March 30, 2017, and
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22.
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WHEREAS, a bid opening was duly held on April 20, 2017; and
WHEREAS, bids were submitted by eight companies; and

WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Al Construction Services Inc. was withdrawn;
and

WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Punjab Restoration Co. LLC was found
responsive to the specifications; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the bid submitted by Punjab Restoration
Co. LLC is hereby awarded as presented totaling $785,000 - $497,875 (Base Bid) +
$287,125 (Alternate #1); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon consultation with Board counsel and the
Board engineer, the Business Administrator be and hereby is authorized to take any
and all action to commence a contract with Punjab Restoration Co. LLC.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

AUDITORIUM & ROOM 222 SCHMATIC & FINAL DESIGN SUBMISSION
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Munoz, approval of the following
resolution regarding submission of the schematic design and final design review to
the New Jersey Department of Education:

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Springfield Public School District Board of Education (the “Board”), a
regular operating public school district in the State of New Jersey has identified certain
anticipated capital improvement projects (the “Projects™) for which it wishes to seek the
approval of the New Jersey Department of Education (“DOE™); and

WHEREAS, the anticipated Projects identified by the Board are as follows:
e. High School:
i. Auditorium Renovation
ii. Culinary Art Classroom Renovation

WHEREAS, the Board, through its architect DIGroup Architecture, LLC (the
“Architect”), intends to submit an application for this Project to the DOE for approval;
and
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23.

24,

25.
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WHEREAS, in connection with the anticipated Project, the Board has previously
submitted an Amendment Request associated with its Long Range Facilities Plan (the
“Plan”) to include each Project; and

WHEREAS, the Board intends to Other Capital Project (No State Funding) funds in
connection with the Project.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board as follows:
Section 1. The Board hereby authorizes the Architect to submit to the DOE for
approval an application for each Project.

Section 2. The Board hereby authorizes the Architect to submit to the DOE for
approval the Amendment to the Plan previously submitted incorporating
the Projects.

Section 3. The Board hereby authorizes the School Business
Administrator/Board Secretary, in conjunction with the Architect, to
utilize the approved funds from the 2017-18 final budget to fund as
Other Capital Projects (no state funding).

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

2"° & FINAL READING POLICY 6171.4
Moved by Mr. Munoz, seconded by Mr. Miller, approval of the second and final
reading of the following policy (Attachment F):

Policy #6171.4 - Special Education.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC SESSION (8:15 PM)
At this time, the public did not address the Board with any questions or concerns.

OLDBUSINESS

1. June 19, 2017 regular meeting conflicts with the Moving Up ceremony at
Gaudineer. Alternate time discussed was 4:00 PM or changing date until June 26 are
2 options being considered.

2. PTSO meeting has been moved to Monday, May 15%,

3. Next Policy meeting is May15th at which time the 4000 series will be completed
and committee will begin the 5000 series.
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26. ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to adjourn the regular meeting at
8:22 PM.

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present. MOTION CARRIED

Upcoming Meetings:
1. Regular Meeting — May 22, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS
2. Regular Meeting — June 5, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS

Matthew A. Clarke
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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Attachment ( A}

Spriugfield Public Schools
Springfield, New Jersey 07081
2017 - 2018 School Year
Special Salaries, Fees, and Compensations

1 Bedside Instruction Rate 3 30.00 per hour
la Interpreter/Translator (language) 3 30.00 per hour
2 Substitute and Part-time Clerks Y 13.75 per hour
3 Substitute Clerical Personnel (Retirees) ) 14.25 perhour
4 Custodial Substitutes/Maintenance Worker ) 13.50 per hour

5 Summer Student Help ) 8.38 per hour

6 Rate for Mileage 3 0.310 permile
7 Substitute/School Bus Drivers ) 15.50 perhour
8 Charge for Copies of Materials 3 0.05 per/pape standard
b 0.07 per/page legal
9 Bus Rental Fee 8 63.50 perhour
10 Substitute Teacher
a. County Certificate
1-19 days 5 87.00
20+ days $ 97.00
b. County Certificate/BA
1-19 days 5 92.00
20+ days § 102.00
c. Regular Teaching Certificate
1. Cumulative days of service in current school year
1-19 days 5 97.00
20-39 days § 102.00 *
40+ days § 11200
2. Cumulative days of service in same assignment & current school year
1-19 days $§ 11200
20+ days $ 133.00 **
d. County Certificate/Certified RN
I+ days $ 133.00

*  Afier 50 days of cumulative service the previous year, the rate of pay will be $102.00
*#  Afier 20 consecutive days in the same assignment, $133/diem retro-active to the 1st day.

Springfield Board of Educarion Regular Meering May 8, 2017
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Afttachment ( E )

Bid Tabutation -"JOHSBF Phase 4" Bid # 2017-02
Bid Opening - April 20, 2017 @ 10 AM
Bidder Base Bid | Alternate #1 Total ALL |
Askari Construction, inc, $686,786.00 $386,786.004 $1,073,572.00
Alimi Builders Inc, $707,660.00 $285,634.00 $993,294.00
Spartan $637,455.00] $381,265.00] $1,018,720.00
A-1 Construction $215,769.000 $148,535.00 $364,304.00
New Royal Restoration $612,000.00 $310,000.00 $922,000.00
Northeast Roofing $646,159.00 $401,718.00] 51,047,877.00
Punjab Restoration $497,875.00 $287,125.00 $785,000.00
Pravco Inc. 5720,417.00 $411,426.000 $1,131,843.00
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SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

POLICY: SPECIAL EDUCATION

In compliance with State Department of Education interpretation of the administrative code on
special education, the board adopts the following revision/amendment of its existing policies on
providing educational and related services to pupils identified as having educationally disabling
conditions as defined in federal and state law.

A. Exemption of educationally disabled pupils from the high school graduation requirements
according to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-4.11 through -4.12

A disabled pupil must meet all state and local high school graduation requirements in order to
receive a state-endorsed high school diploma unless exempted in his/fher IEP. When 2 pupil
has been exempted from any graduation requirement, histher |1EP shall address alternate
requirements to be met. By the year specified in code, the Board shall ensure that all pupils
with disabilities participate in statewide assessments with appropriate accommodations or
maodifications, as determined by the pupil’s IEP. If the nature of the pupil’s disability is so
severe that the pupil is not receiving instruction in any of the knowledge and skills measured
by the statewide assessment and the pupil cannot complete any of the questions on the
assessment in a subject area with or without accommodations, the pupil shall participate in a
locally determined assessment of pupil progress.

Students with disabilities are included in statewide and districtwide assessment programs, with
appropriate accommodations, where necessary according to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-4.10 All students
with disabilities will participate in statewide assessments or the applicable Alternate Proficiency
Assessment in grades 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, and high schoo! in applicable courses.

By June 30 of a disabled pupil’s last year in the elementary program, the pupil’s case manager,
parent/guardian and teacher(s) shall meet to review the instructional guide and basic plan of the
pupil's IEP in view of the transition to the secondary program. Input from appropriate staff from
the secondary school shall be part of the review.

The basic plan of the |EP for the pupil entering the secondary program will address all the
elements required in the administrative code, including specifically addressing graduation
requirements. Required reviews of the IEP shall continue to address graduation requirements.

A disabled pupil who has not been exempted from the proficiencies or has performed below
the state minimum level of pupil proficiency on one or more areas of the state-mandated high
school proficiency test may participate in the special review assessment (SRA).

Educationally disabled pupils meeting the standards for graduation according to NJ.A.C.
6A:14-4.12 shall have the opportunity to participate in graduation exercises and related
activities on a nondiscriminatory basis.

Springfield Board of Education Regular Meeting April 3, 2017
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B. Prevention of needless public labeling of educationally disabled pupils

The Board directs that the names and other personally identifiable data concerning
educationally disabled children shall be kept confidential and shall not be included in the
public acts and public records of this district. Such names and data shall be reduced to code
for inclusion in the public record. A special confidential file shall be maintained listing the
names of educationally disabled pupils on whose behalf the Board of Education must take
public action. Motions concerning disabled pupils made at public meetings shall be
anonymous and referred to this confidential file. This file shall be maintained in accordance

with NJ.A.C. 6A:32-7.1.

Further, the Board, administrators, faculty and other personnel shall avoid unnecessary and
needless public labeling of such pupils. This shall include the avoidance of public address
announcements so designating pupils, any open identification of classrooms with signs so
designating, or any item of open or general circulation, such as photographs, audio/videotapes,
etc., that so designates an individua! pupil or class. Pupil records shall be maintained in

accordance with NJ.A.C. 6A:32-74.

C. Compilation, maintenance, access to and confidentiality of pupil records according to NJ.A.C.
6A:32-7.4 through -7.6.

To ensure proper accessibility and confidentiality, the records of educationally disabled pupils
shall be gathered, updated, maintained, stored, transferred, made accessible and finally disposed
of in accordance with the district policy 5125 on pupil records in general. To assure the security
of special education records:

I. Provision shall be made for access and security of computer-stored records of educationally
disabled pupils;

2. Clerical and secretarial tasks related to such records shall be performed only under the
supervision of appropriately certified staff.

As with all pupil records, access shall be guaranteed to persons authorized according to NJ.A.C.
6A:32-7.5 within 10 days of the request, but prior to any review or hearing conducted in accordance
with State Board of Education regulations.

For the district’s general policy and regulation on pupil records see 5125, which deals with all
requirements common to disabled and general pupil records including enumeration and
description of records, provisions for access, notice to parentsfguardians of their rights in

regard to the child’s records, etc.

D. ldentification, location and evaluation of potentially educationally disabled pupils, according to
NJ.A.C6A:14-33

Springfield Board of Education Regular Meeting May 8, 2017
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The Chief School Administrator shall prepare written procedures for identifying those pupils
ages three through 21, including pupils attending nonpublic schools, who reside within the
district and may be educationally disabled, who are not receiving special education and/or related

services as required.

Homeless students are located, identified and evaluated according to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-3.3, and are
provided special education and related services in accordance with the IDEA, including the
appointment of a surrogate parent for unaccompanied homeless youths as defined in 42 U.S.C.

111431 et. seq.

Procedures shall include provision for the referral of pupils who may be experiencing physical,
sensory, emotional, communication, cognitive or social difficulties. In order to ensure program
placement by a disabled child's third birthday, a written request for initial evaluation shall be
forwarded to the district at least 120 days prior to the preschooler attaining age three.

The Board shall ensure that all preschool pupils with disabilities shall have their |EPs
implemented no later than their third birthdays. To provide a smooth transition between a child’s

preschool program and his/her school age program (public or private), particular attention shall
be paid to articulation between those programs. If a child’s third birthday occurs during the
summer, the child’s IEP team shall determine the date when services under the IEP will begin.

These procedures and arrangements shall be adopted by the Board after review and possible
revision. The procedures shall include criteria by which to identify the potentially disabled, and
require the participation of staff, parents/guardians and appraopriate agencies.

The school district screens students who have exhibited one or more potential indicators of
dyslexia or other reading disabilities in accordance with NJ.S.A. 18A:40-5.1 er seq.

I. Select and implement age-appropriale screening instruments for the early diagnosis of

dyslexia and other reading disabilities;

2. Ensure that each student enrolled in the district who has exhibited onc or more potential
indicators of dyslexia or other reading disabilities is screened for dyslexia and other reading
disabilities using the selected screening tool no later than the student’s completion of the first

semesler of second grade;

3. Develops a procedure to screen eligible newly-enrolled students in accordance with the

legislation;

4, Ensures the screening is administered by a teacher or other teaching staff member properly
trained in the screening process for dysiexia and other reading disabilities; and

5. Ensures that students who are diagnosed with dyslexia or other reading disability receive

Springfield Board of Education Regular Meeting May 8, 2017
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appropriate evidence-based interventions,
Evaluation and Determination of Eligibility

The evaluation process to determine a pupil’s eligibility for educational and related services
beyond those available within the regular public school program shali be conducted in strict
compliance with the provisions of NJ.A.C. 6A:14-2.3,2.5, 3.4 and 3.5 dealing with:

}. Parental notice, notification, consent and involvement, including determination of the
parents/guardians’ dominant language and necessary accommodations if the language is
other than English or if the parents/guardians are deaf;

2. An initial evaluation that consists of a multi-disciplinary assessment in all areas of suspected
disability and a written report of the results of each assessment;

3. Determination that a pupil is eligible for special education and related services when he/she
has been identified as having one or more of the thirteen categories of disability described in
the administrative code, and the disability adversely affects the pupil’s educational

performance.

The Chief School Administrator shall oversee development of detailed procedures to govern the
evaluation process, and shall implement them after they have been reviewed and adopted by the

board.

The board shall ensure that a variety of assessment tools and strategics shall be applied to gather
information to develop and monitor the IEP, including cooperation and input from the

parents/guardians. Relevant information shall also be related to enabling the pupil to be involved
in and progress in the general education curriculum or, for preschool children with disabilities to

participate in appropriate activities.
. Provision of full educational opportunity to educationally disabled pupils

The Board of Education is responsible for providing education for all children resident in the
district. All reasonable efforts will be made to resolve an enrolled child's learning and
adjustment difficulties prior to his/her referral to the child study team for screening and/or
evaluation. When a pupil is found eligible for special education and related services and the
Board of Education cannot provide required instruction and related services from its own
resources and facilities, the Board will seek appropriate placement outside the district, and will
assume such costs of that placement as are required by law.

The goal of the Board’s special education program is to provide full educational opportunity to
all educationally disabled resident pupils ages three through 21, including students with
disabilities who have been suspended or expelled from school, as those terms are defined in
federal and state law. The Board will make available to parents/guardians of educationally
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disabled children below the age of three information regarding services available through other
state, county and local agencies.

The Chief Schoo! Administrator shall ensure that the district's special education programs
comply with the law in every respect, including fiscal regulations and reports. All personnel
serving students with disabilities will be highly qualified and appropriately certified and
licensed. The school district will provide teacher aides and the appropriate general or special
education teaching staff time for consultation on a regular basis as specified in each student’s

LE.P.

The Chief School Administrator shall also ensure that the district plan for special education is in
compliance with administrative code and the approved state plan for special education,
according to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-4.1. This plan shall consist of policies, procedures, assurances, a
comprehensive system of personnel development, data collection and an application that
describes the use of IDEA Part B funds. The Chief School Administrator shall ensure that the
plan is implemented in this district and shall supervise its operation so that it will accomplish its

stated goals and objectives.

F. Participation of and consultation with the parents of educationally disabled pupils toward the goal
of providing full educational opportunity to gl educationally disabled pupils ages three through 21

In order to achieve the district’s goal of providing full educational opportunity to all
educationally disabled pupils in accordance with the administrative code, parent/guardian
participation shall be sought in every successive stage of the special education decisional
process, pursuant to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-23 and 24.

All notifications shall be made and all necessary conferences conducted in the language used for
communrication by the parent/guardian and the pupil unless it is not feasible to do so, in which
case the provisions of administrative code shall be foliowed.

Written notice to parents/guardians and/or adult pupils shall be provided as follows:

}. The Board shall provide written notice no later than 15 calendar days after making a
determination;

2. The Board shall provide written notice at least 15 calendar days prior to the implementation of
a proposed action so that the parents/guardians and/or adult pupil may consider the proposal.

The Chief School Administrator shall develop and present to the Board for review and adoption
procedures for:

Giving notice to parents/guardians when an initial request is being made for consent to evaluate or

when a proposal has been made to initiate or change a classification, evaluation or educational
placernent of the pupil, or the provisior of a free, appropriate education. For each instance, al!
required information and documentation shall be supplied to the parents/guardians within the
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timelines set by the administrative code. Particular care must be taken to inform parents/guardians
of their right to appeal and their rights in regard to low-cost legal counsel and fees;

Seeking consent of parents/guardians to the actions in |, when such consent is required;

2

3. Seeking parent/guardian participation in conferences and determinations as specified in |,
and in evaluation of the success of the educational plan for their child. When necessary,
conference schedules shall be altered to accommodate working parents/guardians;

4. Mediation when disputes arise during any stage of the special education process which
cannot be settled between the original parties.

5. Particularly, parental consent shall be obtained prior to implementation of the initial IEP
resulting from evaluation; prior to reevaluation except in the circumstances outlined in code;
and prior to the release of pupil records according to NJ.A.C. 6:3-6.

Procedures set out in the administrative code (NJ.A.C. 6A:14-2.1 et seq.) shall be followed
when parent/guardian cooperation and/or participation cannot be obtained. When necessary, a
surrogate parent shall be appointed to ensure the protection of a pupil’s rights when the
parents/guardians cannot be identified or located or the child is a ward of the State of New
Jersey. The district shall select and train such surrogate parents in compliance with the

administrative code.

No more than 90 calendar days after parental consent has been received shall be allowed for the
evaluation, determination of eligibility and, if the pupil is eligible, the development and
implementation of the IEP.

G. Provision of special services to enable educationally disabled pupils to participate in regular
educational programs to the maximum extent appropriate

The Board of Education will provide the kind and quality of those special education-related
services prescribed in the [EP to enable educationally disabled pupils to participate in regular
educational programs to the maximum extent appropriate. Such education-related services shall
include transportation, ensuring that hearing aids worn by deaf and/or hard of hearing children in
school are functioning properly, etc. Instructional materials will be provided to blind or print
disabled students as required by their individual 1.E.Ps.

When instruction in health, industrial arts, fine arts, music, home economics, and other education
pragrams is provided to groups consisting solely of pupils with disabilities, the size of the groups
and age range shall conform to the requirements for special class programs described in the

administrative code,

When pupils with disabilities participate in physical education, intramural and interscholastic
sports, non-academic and extracurricular activities in groups consisting solely of pupils with
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disabilities, the age range and group size shall be based on the nature of the activity, needs of the
pupils participating in the activity and the level of supervision required.

The evaluation process to determine a pupil’s eligibility for educational and related services
beyond those available within the regular public school program shall be conducted in strict
compliance with the provisions of the administrative code.

Determination of eligibility according to NJ.A.C. 6A:14-2.3(i)] and 3.5 through -3.6

Eligibility for special education and related services shall be determined collaboratively by the
parents/guardians; a teacher who is knowledgeable about the pupil’s educational performance or
district’s programs; the pupil, where appropriate; at least one child study team member who
participated in the evaluation; the case manager; other appropriate individuals at the discretion of
the parent or district; and for an initial eligibility meeting, certified school personnel referring the
pupil as potentially disabled, or the school principal or designee if they choose to participate.

A pupil shall be determined eligible and classified for special education and related services
when it is determined that the pupil has one or more of the disabilities defined in the
administrative code. A pupil shall be determined eligible for speech-language services when
he/she exhibits a speech or language disorder as outlined in the administrative code.

The individualized education program for each educationally disabled pupil shall be developed
in accordance with the provisions of the administrative code, at NJ.A.C. 6A:14-2.3(i) and

NJA.C6A:14-3.6and 3.7.

The Board shall ensure that an IEP is in effect for every pupil in the district who is receiving
special education and related services.

A written individualized education program shall be developed and implemented for each
classified pupil and, in accordance with New Jersey law, a review shall be conducted by the
appropriate staff members annually or more often, if necessary, to evaluate the disabled pupil's
progress and to revise the individualized education program.

Meetings shall be conducted to determine eligibility and to develop, review and revise a pupil’s
individualized education program. Such meetings shall be scheduled at a motually agreed upon
time and place, and notice of the meetings shall indicate the purpose, time, location and
participants. If the parents/guardians cannot attend the meetings, the Chief School
Administrator/designee shall attempt to ensure parental participation, including the use of
individual or conference telephone calls. Documentation shall be maintained of all attempts to

secure parent/guardian participation.
Parents/guardians shall receive a copy of the pupil's 1EP and of any revisions made to it.

All communication with parents/guardians, including written notice, notifications and required
meetings, shall be conducted in the language used for communication by the parent/guardian and
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pupil unless it is not feasible to do so. This shall include providing foreign language interpreters
or translators and sign language interpreters for the deaf at no cost to the parents.

The IEP shall be developed and monitored with the cooperation and input of parents/guardians.
In addition to educational programming, the |EP shall provide for necessary disciplinary action
and specify graduation requirements when appropriate. Any accommodations and/or
modifications for the administration of statewide assessments shall be specified in the IEP.

I. No more than 90 calendar days after parental consent has been received shall be allowed for
the evaluation, determination of eligibility and, if the pupil is eligible, the development and
implementation of the IEP. The |IEP shall be implemented as soon as possible following

the |EP meeting.

2. The Board of Education will provide the kind and quality of those special education-related
services prescribed in the |EP to enable educationally disabled pupils to participate in regular
educational programs to the maximum extent appropriate. Such education-related services
shall include transportation, ensuring that hearing aids worn by deaf and/or hard of hearing

children in school are functioning properly, etc.

J. Protection of pupils rights in regard to evaluation and reevaluation procedures according to
NJ.A.C.6A:14-34and 3.8

Procedures shall provide all due process protection for the rights of the pupil and his/her parents/
guardians whether the pupil is already enrolled in the schools or has been located through the

process for idcntiﬁcation in the section D of this policy.

In order to achieve the district’s goal of providing full educational opportunity to all
educationally disabled pupils in accordance with the administrative code, parent/guardian
participation shall be sought in every successive stage of the special education decisional
process. All notifications shall be made and all necessary conferences conducted in the language
used for communication by the parent/guardian and the pupil unless it is not feasible to do so, in
which case the provisions of administrative code shall be followed. The Chief School
Administrator shall develop and present to the Board for review and adoption procedures for:

1. Giving notice to parents/guardians and adult pupils in accordance with NJ.A.C. 6A:14-2.3
when an initial request is being made for consent to evaluate or when a proposal has been
made to initiate or change a classification, evaluation or educational placement of the pupil,
or the provision of a free, appropriate education. For each instance, all required information
and documentation shall be supplied to the parents/guardians within the timelines set by the
administrative code. Particular care must be taken to inform parents/guardians and adult
pupils of their right to review all educational records with respect to the identification,
evaluation and educational placement of the pupil; to appeal these by requesting a due
process hearing; and their rights in regard to free and low cost legal services and legal fees;
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2. Anindependent evaluation at the request of the parent/guardian or adult pupil in accordance
with NJ.A.C. 6A:14-25(c). Such independent evaluation shall be at no cost to the
parent/guardian if it is conducted in compliance with administrative code, unless the district
Board of Education initiates a due process hearing to show that its evaluation is appropriate
and a final determination to that effect is made following the hearing. The |EP team shall
consider any independent evaluation submitted to it when making decisions regarding special
education and/or related services;

3. Mediation when disputes arise during any stage of the special education process which
cannot be settled between the original parties. A due process hearing may be initiated by the
Board of Education, a parent/guardian or adult pupil;

4. Ensuring what all evaluation procedures, ircluding but not limited to observations, tests and
interviews used to determine eligibility and placement of disabled pupils, shall comply with
the requirements of NJA.C.6A:14-34,3.5and 3.7,

K. Placement of educationally disabled pupils in the least restrictive environment according to
NJ.A.C.6A:144.2

Educational placement decisions made for each disabled pupil shall always be, insofar as
possible, in the least restrictive environment commensurate with the pupil’s educational needs.
This means that to the maximum extent appropriate, educationally disabled pupils shall be
educated with children who are not educationally disabled. These decisions should be designed
to produce a positive effect on the pupil and to ensure the quality of services which he/she
requires as close to the student's home as possible.

The school district has a plan in effect to establish stability in special education programming.
The plan takes into account the consistency of the location, curriculum, and staffing in the
provision of special education services as required by NJ.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(C)4.

The Chief School Administrator shall encourage positive attitudes toward the educationally
disabled in all district pupils and personnel.

Specia) classes, separate schooling or other removal of educationally disabled pupils from the
regular educational environment shall occur only when the nature or severity of the disability is
such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be

achieved satisfactorily.

In order to ensure a continuum of alternative placements, when the Board cannot provide
required instruction and related services from its own resources and facilities, it will seek
appropriate placement outside the district and will assume such costs of that placement as are

required by law,
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Placement of a disabled pupil in the least restrictive environment shall be determined annually.
Placement shall be provided in appropriate educational settings as close to home as possible.
When the |EP does not describe specific restrictions, the pupil shall be educated in the school
he/she would attend if not disabled.

L. Establishment and implementation of procedural safeguards according to NJ.A.C.6A:14-23
through -2.4 and NJ.A.C. 1:6A

The Board of Education directs the Chief School Administrator to establish and implement the
required procedural safeguards.,

Procedural safeguards shall include:

]. Giving notice to parents/guardians per N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.3 when an initial request is being
made for consent to evaluate or when a proposal has been made to initiate or change a
classification, evaluation or educational placement of the pupil, or the provision of a free,
appropriate education. For each instance, all required information and documentation shall
be supplied to the parents/guardians within the timelines set by the administrative code.
Particular care must be taken to inform parents/guardians of their right to appeal and their
rights in regard to legal fees;

(8]

Seeking consent of parents/guardians to the actions in 1, when such consent is required;

3. Seeking parent/guardian participation in conferences and determinations as specified in |,
and in evaluation of the success of the educational plan for their child. When necessary,
conference schedules shall be altered to accommodate working parents/guardians;

4. Mediation when disputes arise during any stage of the special education process which
cannot be settled between the original parties.

The Chief School Administrator shall ensure that the district’s special education programs
comply with the law in every respect, including fiscal regulations and reports.

These procedures shall provide all due process protection for the rights of the pupil and his/her
parents/guardians. Procedures shall be conducted in strict compliance with the provisions of the
administrative code dealing with parental notification, consent and involvement, including
determination of the parents/guardians’ dominant language and necessary accommodations if the
language is other than English or if the parents/guardians are deaf.

To implement achievement of the Board's goal for provision of special education, the Chief
School Administrator shall oversee development of a written plan for special education
conforming to the state plan for the educationally disabled. The plan shall consist of policies,
procedutes, assurances; a comprehensive system of personnel development; data collection and
an application that describes the use of IDEA Part B funds.
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M. Complying with other aspects of the district program for special education and/or requirements
of NJ.A.C.6A:14

Written Plan

To implement achievement of the Board's goal for provision of special education, the Chief
School Administrator shall oversee development of a written plan for special education
conforming to the state plan for the educationally disabled. After the plan has been approved by
the Board of Education and the County Superintendent, the Chief School Administrator shall
implement it in this district and supervise its operation so that it will accomplish its stated goals
and objectives. The plan, any alterations to it, and an evaluation of its effectiveness will be

shared annually with the community.
Discipline

In general, educationally disabled pupils are subject to the same disciplinary constraiats and sanctions
as nondisabled pupils. However, before disciplinary action is taken against an educationally disabled
pupil, consideration must be given to whether the behavior is caused by the disabling condition,
whether the program that is being provided meets the pupil’s needs, whether a component of the
pupil’s 1EP covers the behavior, or whether the pupil is an immediate danger to himself/herself or

others.

A disabled pupil may be removed for disciplinary reasons from his/her current educational
placement to an interim alternative educational setting, another setting, or a suspension without
the provision of educational services for up to 10 consecutive or cumulative school days in a
school year. Such suspensions are subject to the same district Board of Education procedures as
nondisabled pupils. However, at the time of removal, the principal shall forward written
notification and description of the reasons for such action to the case manager.

Procedures for imposing and implementing disciplinary sanctions on educationally disabled
pupils, including removal to an interim alternative educational setting, suspension for more than
10 school days in a school year, or expulsion, shall be in strict compliance with the provisions of
state and federal law and the administrative code.

Early Intervention

The Chief School Administrator or designee shall gather and make available to parents/guardians
of disabled children below the age of three information regarding ameliorative services and
programs provided by other state, county and local agencies. The procedures for such
dissemination shall be reviewed and adopted by the board.

Preschool Disabled Program

The Chief School Administrator shall develop and propose for Board adoption programs and
related services for pupils ages three through five who have been identified and classified as
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preschool disabled. Such programs and services shall be in strict accordance with New Jersey
administrative code.

Placement in Nonpublic Schools

The Board shall provide a genuine opportunity for the equitable participation of pupils with
disabilities who have been enrolled in nonpublic schools by their parents/guardians, in
accordance with federal law and regulations. All students with disabilities who are placed in
private schools by the district Board of Education are provided special education and related
services with the consent of parents/guardians and at no cost to their parents according to
NJ.AC.6A:14-1.1(d) and NJ.A.C. 6A:14-75(b)3.

Pupils shall receive programs and services as specified in NJ.A.C. 6A:14-6.1.

Limited English Proficient

Pupils with limited English proficiency may have educationally disabling conditions that must be
addressed in order to provide them the full educational opportunity that is the goal of the district

for every child.

Evaluation procedures shall be selected so that the pupil’s cultural background and language
abilities are taken into consideration unless it is clearly unfeasible to do so; and shall accurately
reflect the pupil’s ability rather than the impairment. All actions under Parent/Guardian

Notification, Consent and Participation are to be conducted in the parents/guardians’ dominant
language, unless that is clearly lmposmble In that case, care shall be taken that the facts and

procedures are made intelligible to the parents/guardians.

Cooperation with Other Agencies

The Chief School Administrator shall investigate the possibilities of working with organizations
and agencies providing services for the disabled, and shall present feasible programs and
relationships to the board for consideration.

Evaluation of Program

At least annually, the Board shall review in a public meeting evidence of progress toward
achievement of the special education plan as a whole, the success of identification procedures
specifically, and the effectiveness of implementation of 1EPs.

Eligibility for State and Federal Funds

The Chief School Administrator shall ensure that all requirements for receiving, using and
accounting for state and federal funds shall be fulfilled in an accurate and timely manner.

Procurement, control, use and disposition of equipment and supplies purchased with state/federal
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funds shall be in full compliance with law.

Access

In addition to educational programs, the Board directs that the Chief School Administrator take
into consideration physical access to district facilities for disabled pupils, staff and the
community in determining location of programs or planning new facilities per state and federal

law,
Legal References:

NJ.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq. Law Against Discrimination

NJ.S.A. 18A:46-1 et seq. Classes and Facilities for Handicapped Children
NJ.S.A. 18A:46A-1 et seq. Auxiliary Services

NJ.A.C. 5:23-7 Barrier free subcode of the uniform construction code
NJ.A.C. 6A:7-1.7 Equality in school and classroom practices

NJ.A.C. 6A:8-1.2 Scope

N.JA.C. 6A:8-1.3 Definitions

NJ.A.C. 6A:8-3.1 Curriculum and instruction

NJ.A.C. 6A:8-4.] etseq. Implementation of the Statewide Assessment System
NJ.AC. 6A:8-5.] et seq. Implementation of Graduation Requirements
NJ.AC. 6A:9-1.1 et seq. Professional Licensure and Standards

NJ.A.C. 6A:14-1.1 et seq. Special Education

NJ.A.C. 6A:15-14 Bilingval programs for limited English proficient students
NJ.A.C. 6A:23-1.1 et seq. Finance and Business Services

NJ.AC. 6A:26-6.1 et seq. Planning and Construction Standards for School Facilities
NJ.AC. 6A:30-1.1 etseq. Evaluation of the Performance of School Districts
NJ.A.C. 6A:32-7.] et seq. Student Records

NJ.A.C. 6A:32-8.3 School attendance

NJ.A.C. 6A:32-12.1 Reporting requirements

NJ.A.C. 6A:32-14.1 Review of mandated programs and services

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. 107-110,20 U.S.C.A. 6301 et seq.

20 U.S.C.A. 1400 et seq. - 1990 Individuals With Disabilities Education Act,
P.L. 101-476 (formerly Education for All Handicapped Children Act--Part B)

29 US.C.A. 794 et seq. - Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
34 CFR 76.1 et seq. - General Administrative Regulation EDGAR
34 CFR 77.1 et seq. - General Administrative Regulation EDGAR

34 CFR 300 - Assistance to States for the Education of Children with Disabilities
(IDEA Regulations)
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Agostini v. Felton, 521 U.S.203 (1997}, overruling Aguilar v. Felton, 473 U.S. 402 (1985)

Honig v. Doe, 484 U.S. 305 (1988)

Oberti v. Board of Education of Clementon School District, 995 F.2d 1204,
1216-17 (C. A.3 1993)

Cedar Rapids Community School District v. Garrett F., 526 U.S. 66 (1999)
Manual for the Evaluation of Local School Districts
Cross References:

1120 Board of education meetings
41122 Cerification

4131/4131.1 Staff development; inservice education/visitations/conferences
5114 Suspension and expulsion

5120 Assessment of individual needs
5125 Pupil records

5131 Conduct/discipline

5200 Nonpublic school pupils

6121 Nondiscrimination/affirmative action
6145 Extracurricular activities

6151 Class size

6164.2 Guidance services

61644 Child study team

9322 Public and executive sessions
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