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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
DECEMBER 21, 2015 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Room #3, 
first floor on Monday, December 21, 2015 at 7:25 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015 and revised on July 13, 
2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Erica Scudero, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment 

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources  
 
      2.   CLOSED SESSION (7:26 PM – 7:58 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for 
the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 
 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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 Closed Conference Items  

1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      3.   RECONVENE  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval to reconvene the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

      
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
Bargaining at the Table on January 23rd starting at 9AM. 
Are you prepared for widespread outage? on December 15th and can be 
seen on rebroadcast. 
Reflections from December 7th. 

 School Board Notes from December 9th. 
 Weekly Program Update from December 10th & 17th.  
2. GSCS eNet from December 11th. 
3. NSBA  
 Dec 10th ESEA Rewrite signed into law 

        Annual Conference 
National Connection Daily from Dec 
7th,8th,9th,10th,11th,14th,15th,16th,17th,18th 

 .  News Bytes from Dec 17th 
            4. Thank you note from Fran DiCarlo for her retirement gift. 
            5. Township of Springfield Planning Board hearing regarding Downtown 

Redevelopment Area. 
 
       6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the following 
minutes: 

  Regular Meeting   - December 7, 2015 
  Executive Meeting   - December 7, 2015 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented – 
1.  PARCC Results 
2. “New” District Website (Updated) 
3. SSEP Finalist update 

“The Effects of Microgravity on Grass Seeds’ Growth.” Grade 7 - 
FMG. Team members: David Ares III, Jeremy Dash, Daniel Munoz, 
Timothy Burns, Antonio Nacci. Teacher Facilitator: Ms. Alison Gillen 
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4. Student/Staff Recognitions  
5. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 

specific clarification is needed.) 
6. Building Usage Request 

 7. Fund Raiser Request 
8. Fieldtrip Request  
9. Contracts PL2015, Chapter 47 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (9:33 PM) 

At this time there were no questions or concerns/comments regarding items on the 
Agenda or the Superintendent’s Report. 

   
   9. BILL LIST 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to approve computer 
checks numbered 036446 through 036645 and wire transfers 800134, 888166, 
888167, 888168, 888169, 888170, 888171, 999905 and 999906 for a grand total 
of $4,659,565.74. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     10. NOVEMBER TRANSFERS 
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to approve the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      12. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education request 
for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      14. HIB REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, that the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

December 7, 2015. 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
     15. TUITION GRANTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment E) 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     16. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2015-2016 school year.  (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      17. REVISED CURRICULUM    

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following revised curriculum – 

• Music Kindergarten    - Elementary School 
• Music Grade 1     - Elementary School 
• Music Grade 2     - Elementary School 
• 20th Century & Beyond Units 1-4  - High School 
• Gifted & Talented Programs   - District 
• School Counseling Manual   - District. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      18. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIPS 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trips – 
• Track & Field – Staten Island, NY (January 30 – January 31, 2016) 
• Model UN – Boston, MA (February 5 – February 7, 2016) 
• Ski Club – Stowe, VT (February 19 – February 21, 2016). 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      19. DONATION TO GAUDINEER FROM PTA 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Miller, approval to accept the following 
donation to be utilized in the Springfield School District for the purpose of: 

 Company/Organization    Purpose     Worth (less than $500/more than $500) 
 FMG PTA   Donation (& Installation) more than $500 

(LED Marquee Sign)  
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      20. PUBLIC SESSION (9:39 PM) 

There were no comments or concerns from the public at this time. 
 
      21. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Sold out performances of  Shrek Jr. was presented by the students of Gaudineer 
on December 18th & 19th under the direction of Mrs. Bauers and Mrs. Hernandez. 

 2. Wished all Happy Holidays and a joyous New Year!   
 
      22. OLD BUSINESS 

Board President, Scott Silverstein, presented the outgoing board member, Dermot 
McLeer, with a plaque commemorating his years of service.  

 
      23. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 9:47 PM.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Reorganization Meeting – January 4, 2016 at 7:30 PM in Room 3 at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – January 4, 2016 at 7:30 PM in Room 3 at JDHS 
 

 
 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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