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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    JUNE 1, 2015 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, June 1, 2015 at 7:12 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:  
    Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 

   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
    

      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:13 PM – 7:45 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning student 
residency hearing and matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are 
not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within 
the exemptions permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session 
pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 

 
Closed Conference Items  
1. Student Residency Hearing 
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2. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      3. RECOVENE FROM CLOSED TO REGULAR SESSION 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

        
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  
  1. JDHS Spring Varsity Sports award will be held on June 3rd at 7 PM. 
  2. Pomptonian Food Service update on 2014-15. 
  3. NJSBA live webinar on STEM Funding will be offered on June 1st at 1 PM. 

4. Legislative Day will be held at the Wyndham Gardens in Trenton on June 11th 
from 8:30 – 2:00. 
5. NJSBA is accepting entries for the School Leadership Award through June 26th 
6. NJSBA School Board Notes from May 20th & 28th. 
7. NSBA Newsbytes from May 18th & 21st. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting  - May 18 2015 
  Executive Meeting  - May 18, 2015 
 

Yeas:  Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein    
Abstention: Mr. Steven Wolcott     MOTION CARRIED   
 

      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented : 
Student/Staff Recognitions 

a. Recognition of 2014 - 2015 Teachers of the Year 
Edward v. Walton School  Ellen Fischbein 
James Caldwell School  Marnie Cunningham 
Thelma L. Sandmeier School  Rebecca Salomon 
Florence M. Gaudineer School Devin Haggerty 
Jonathan Dayton High School Kim Pastine 
b. Governor’s Educator of the Year Award Program 
Edward v. Walton School  Dori D’Aloisio 
James Caldwell School  David Campbell 
Thelma L. Sandmeier School  Kristine Murray Plent 
Florence M. Gaudineer School Jonathan Telesca 
Jonathan Dayton High School Kim Pastine(Governor’s Teacher) 
Regine Rousso (Governor’s Educational Services Professional) 
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2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 

 4. Fund Raiser Request 
 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (8:11 PM) 

There were no questions regarding the Superintendent’s Report or the agenda. At 
this time other comments were referred to next public session.   
  

   9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT   
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated April 30, 2015 and that it be received and placed on file. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
  10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated April 30, 2015 and that it be received and placed on file 
  
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6:20-2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of April 30, 2015 no 
major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 
(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     12. STAFF TRANSFERS 2015-2016 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached staff transfers for 2015-16 school year.  
(Attachment A1)   
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes,, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment B) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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     14.  SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education request 
for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

   
     15.  HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, that the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

May 18, 2015. 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      16. INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT FY 2016 (IDEA)  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to 
submit its application for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B 
(IDEA-B) for both basic ($475,365) and preschool ($16,338) FY2016 and to 
forward to the office of Grants & Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
 17. UNION COUNTY ED SERVICES TUITION CONTRACT 2015-16 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to enter into an agreement with Union County 
Educational Services Commission for the Special Education Tuition Contract 
Services for the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     18. TUITION GRANTS  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment E) 
 

  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
     19. REVISED CURRICULUM 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the following revised curriculum for the 2014 - 2015 
school year – 

• Spanish Grade 7    - Middle School 
• Drama Workshop    - High School. 
 

  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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    20. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP REVISED 
 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, approval of the following revised overnight field trips – 
• Alternatives Club – Port Murray, NJ (June 4 – June 5, 2015). 

 
  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
    21. UNION COUNTY VO-TEC TUITION CONTRACT  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, move approval of the 
resolution authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to enter into an 
agreement with Union County Vocational-Technical Schools for tuition students 
for the 2015-16 school year.(Attachment D) 

 
Yeas:  Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein    
Nays: Mr. Steven Wolcott      MOTION CARRIED   

 
     22. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

  
     23. LAUMAR ROOFING CHANGE ORDER #1 WALTON ROOF 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of Change Order 
#1in the amount of ($4,000.00) to Laumar Roofing, Passaic, NJ for project 
number 2014.350. (Attachment F1) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

     
     24. CERTIFICATE OF PAYMENT #4 LAUMAR ROOFING WALTON ROOF 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #4 in the amount of $7,480.00 to Laumar Roofing, Passaic, NJ for 
project number 2014.350. (Attachment F2) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

  
     25. OBSOLETE TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to participate in the EZ PC Recycling (Sinking 
Springs, PA) green program and that the attached list of obsolete technology 
equipment be identified as surplus property.  (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
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     26. PENNONI ASSOCIATES REVISION TO TREE TOP REMEDIATION 
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Venezia,   at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve Pennoni Associates, engineer of record, for additional 
professional services on the Land On Top Remediation  project, for additional 
required sampling at a cost of $9,400. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
 

     27.  PUBLIC SESSION (8:29 – 8:39 PM) 
The following members of the public had comments regarding Pomptonian and 
senior student recognition, valedictorian and salutitorian: 
 S Newell 
 D Kadish 
    

     28.  NEW BUSINESS 
1. Union County Scholar Breakfast recognition was today.  Great event 
recognizing the 2 academic students from each high school in the County of 
Union. 

  2. Senior Awards Ceremony (Scholarship) program was held on May 28th. 
3. Update on the recent Township meeting by Mrs. Zybershlag.  
4. Caldwell will hold their annual variety show on Friday June 5th. 
5. Caldwell has filled the position for PTA president.  
6. Sandmeier has not filled the position for PTA president. 

 7. FMG held their variety show this past Friday, our students perform exceptional. 
8. A reminder that school is closed on Friday, June 12th. 

 
      29. CLOSED SESSION (8:48 – 10:21 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning student 
residency hearing and matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are 
not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within 
the exemptions permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session 
pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 

 
Closed Conference Items  
1. Student Residency Hearing 
2. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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      30. RECOVENE FROM CLOSED TO REGULAR SESSION 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     31. RESIDENCY MOTION REGARDING I.G. 

Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following resolution - 	
    
WHEREAS, on May 1, 2015, Mr. Davino provided Ms. H. with written 
notification and informed her of her right to request a hearing before the Board to 
refute Mr. Davino’s findings that I.G. no longer resides in Springfield, New 
Jersey, and thus is ineligible for a free public education within the Springfield 
Public School District; and 
WHEREAS, a residency hearing was held before the Board on June 1, 2015; and 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A.18A:38-1 and N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.3, the Board 
has considered all evidence presented during the hearing, including testimony and 
evidence presented by Ms. G. and the testimony of Mr. Post; and  
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that sufficient evidence was presented 
establishing that Ms. G. and I.G. are no longer domiciled within Springfield, NJ, 
and that I.G. is no longer residing with Ms. H. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Board of 
Education, by recorded roll call vote of the majority, has determined that IG shall 
be removed from the Springfield Public School District 21 days following the 
date of the Notice of Final Ineligibility, unless Ms. G. or Ms. H. timely appeals 
this decision to the Commissioner of Education; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that IG will be entitled to remain enrolled within 
the district during the pendency of any appeal filed by Ms. G. or Ms. H.; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Secretary is authorized to prepare, 
with assistance of the Board Attorneys, the necessary Notice of Final Ineligibility 
to inform Ms. G. and Ms. H. of the Board’s decision to remove I.G. from the 
district.  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     32.  ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 10:26 PM.  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – June 15, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – July 20, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
























