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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    MAY 4, 2015 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, May 4, 2015 at 7:24 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:  
    Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 

   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 
    

      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:25 PM – 7:45 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      3. RECOVENE FROM CLOSED TO REGULAR SESION 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval to reconvene to 
the Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

        
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA School Board Notes from April 29th. 
2. GSCS eNet from April 24th. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting  - April 27, 2015 
  Executive Meeting  - April 27, 2015 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented : 
1. The End of Year PARCC testing has begun.  
2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 

 4. Fund Raiser Request 
 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (7:52 PM) 

There were no questions regarding the Superintendent’s Report or the agenda. 
    

   9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT   
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated March 31, 2015 and that it be received and placed on 
file. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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  10. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated March 31, 2015 and that it be received and placed on file 
  
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of March 31, 2015 no 
major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 
(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     12. SPECIAL SALARIES AND FEES 2015-2016  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the Special 
Salaries, Fees, and Compensation Rates for the 2015-2016 school year.”  
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

  
     13. TUITION RATES FOR 2015-2016 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the following 
2015-2016 tuition charges for those children residing out of the district who are 
enrolled in regular/special education classes in the Springfield School District, as 
provided in Springfield Board of Education Policy #5118: 

Preschool (half day) $    6,323  
Kindergarten (full day) $  12,646 
Grades 1 – 5 $  13,001 
Grades 6 – 8 $  15,379 
Grades 9 – 12 $  14,849 
LLD $  36,376 
PreK Dis PT         $  22,072. 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
     14. APPROVED TAX SHELTERS FOR 2015-2016 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, that the Board of 
Education of the Township of Springfield authorize the Secretary of the Board to 
make payroll deductions for those employees who have indicated their desire by 
completing an appropriate salary reduction agreement with AIG/Valic, Equitable 
Life Assurance Co., Inc., MetLife Investors and Lincoln Investment Planning, for 
the purchase of tax deferred annuities (403b and/or 457) to be purchased at no 
cost to the Board, and at no cost to the community, and to transmit such funds to 
the proper agency for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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    15. DISTRICT BANK ACCOUNTS FOR 2015-2016 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to designate the following 
banks as depositories for school district funds, for the 2015 - 2016 school year 

a. Investors Savings Bank 
  Springfield Board of Education 
   General Account 
   Payroll Account 
   Payroll Agency Account 
   Summer Savings Account 
   UCI Trust Account 
   Capital Projects Account 
   Food Service Account 
   Before and Aftercare Account 
   Edward V Walton Student Activity Account 
   James Caldwell Student Activity Account 
   Thelma L Sandmeier Student Activity Account 
   Florence M Gaudineer Student Activity Account 
   Jonathan Dayton Student Activity Account 
   Jonathan Dayton Athletic Activity Account 

 
b. State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund. 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
   16. PETTY CASH 

  Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval for the Secretary of the Board be directed to 
establish petty cash funds for the 2015 - 2016 school year as follows, as required 
by stature: 

Superintendent/Administration $500.00 
Jonathan Dayton High School   300.00 
Florence M. Gaudineer School   200.00 
Edward V. Walton School    150.00 
James Caldwell School    150.00 
Thelma L. Sandmeier School    150.00 
Buildings and Grounds    150.00 
Special Services        100.00 
JDHS Athletic Dept.       100.00 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
   17. INVESTMENT OF FUNDS 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to authorize, pursuant to 
17:12B-241, Mr. Matthew A. Clarke, School Business Administrator/Board 
Secretary, to invest school funds, and order wire transfers if necessary to complete 
the transaction, in one or more accounts in any insured bank whose principal 
office is located in New Jersey in any amount up to, but not exceeding, the 
amounts for which such accounts are insured. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 



DRAFT COPY               SUBJECT TO BD APPROVAL      DRAFT COPY   

Board of Education Regular Meeting May 4, 2015 5 

     18. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     19. STAFF RENEWALS FOR 2015-2016 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of certificated and non-certificated staff 
appointments for the 2015 - 2016 school year.  (Attachment B1) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     20. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     21.  SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

   
    22. MIDDLESEX REGIONAL MASTER COLLABORATIVE EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICES AGREEMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the Master 
Collaborative Educational Services Agreement with the Middlesex Regional 
Educational Services Commission Cooperative System for the 2015-16 school 
year.  (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     23.  HIB REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, that the Board of 
Education affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board 
meeting: 

April 27, 2015. 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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      24. AFFIRMATIVE TITLE IX OFFICER  
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to appoint Ellyn Atherton 
as Affirmative Title IX Officer of the Springfield School District for the 2015 
calendar year 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
 25. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2014-2015 school year. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     26. 2ND AND FINAL READING OF POLICY 5131.5 

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the second and 
final reading of the following policies (Attachment G): 

   Policy #5131.5 - Vandalism/Violence/Student Crisis 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

     
     27. NJSIAA MEMBERSHIP 2015-2016 

Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Zylbershlag, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, to approve membership in the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) for the 2015-2016 school year at 
an annual dues fee of $2,150. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
     

     28.  PUBLIC SESSION (7:58 PM) 
At this time, there were no questions from the public. 
    

     29.  NEW BUSINESS 
  1. NJSBA has expanded the exclusions to who can participate in negotiations  
      (in-laws).  The Board will seek clarification regarding the exclusions. 

2. Dayton will be holding a soccer fundraising event on May 18th at 7:30 PM. 4 
teams of high school seniors will compete in a World Cup Tournament. 

3. Township committee meeting update by Mr. Wolcott.  
4. The joint meeting with the township is tentatively scheduled for July.      

Administration will reach out to the Township to confirm.   
5. The UCESC will be meeting on Wednesday. 
6. A town hall forum on drug awareness was held on April 30th by Township 
Committee representative Ziad Shehady. 

(Each year, Dayton holds a mandatory prom meeting for students and 
parents which discuss many of the issues presented during the forum.) 
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     30.  ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Donner, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 8:18 PM.  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – May 18, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – June 1, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 
 

 
                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
























































