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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    APRIL 13, 2015 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, April 13, 2015 at 7:08 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board Vice President, Mr. Steven Wolcott 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag 
Absent: Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:  
    Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 

   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 
   Ms. Kerri Wright, Board Attorney (7:08 PM – 8:15 PM) 
 

      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:09 PM – 8:15 PM) 
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      3. RECOVENE FROM CLOSED TO REGULAR SESION 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval to reconvene to 
the Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

        
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
Online setup for Mandated Training for those board members requiring 
training. 
Special Education Conference will be held at the Princeton Marriot on 
April 25th from 9:00 – 3:00. 
The Online Radio Talk Show Negotiation Trends for School Districts in 
2015,from March 26th can be heard on rebroadcast.  
Information and updates on Workshop 2015 which is scheduled for 
October 27th thru 29th. 

 School Board Notes March 18th, 25th, and April 1st & 8th. 
 Reflections from Executive Director March 19th & April 7th. 
3. NSBA weekly report from March 26th  & April 9th. 
4. GSCS eNet from March 20th. 
5. GSCS will hold their annual meeting on March 27th. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting   - March 16, 2015 
 

Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Marc Miller,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steven Wolcott,  
Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag    
Abstention: Mr. Dermot McLeer     MOTION CARRIED 
 

      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Donner, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented – 
1. FMG Field Presentation – Todd Hay from Pennoni Associates 
 

7a. PUBLIC SESSION ON FIELD PRESENTATION (8:44 – 8:51 PM) 
Joe Forys 
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2. Student/Staff recognitions: 
The American Heart Association recognized Sandmeier School and 

teacher, Lindsey Stearns for their outstanding participation in Jump Rope for 
Heart. They raised over $32,000 this year! 

 
 JDHS 2014-15 Winter Sports Summary  

Girls	
  Basketball-­‐	
  The 2014-15 Dayton girl’s basketball program competing in the 
Mountain Division of the Union County Conference completed the regular season 
with an overall record of 15-10 and a divisional record of 5-5. The lady Bulldogs 
won the Joe Pepe Memorial Tournament defeating Freehold Boro in the finals 51-
42. The team advanced to round 2 of the Union County Tournament losing to 
New Providence 60-19. The team qualified for the NJSIAA N2G1 sectional 
playoffs as a 7 seed advancing to round 2 and lost to University 60-36. Of note: 
The Dayton girls basketball program has qualified for the NJSIAA state 
tournament for the 15th straight year. The team has also had 15 consecutive years 
with a winning record. 
Wrestling – The 2015 David Brearley co-op wrestling program finished the 
season with an overall record of 1-16. The team finished 7th in the Union County 
Tournament. 
Saverio Salcfas 220lbs – Overall Record: 27-6/ 3rd at TCNJ PRIDE 
Tournament/ 6th at Mustang Classic/ 1st at Union County Tournament/ 1st at 
District 11 Tournament/ 2nd at Region 3 Tournament/ 1-2 at NJSIAA State 
Tournament 
Boys and Girls Indoor Track-­‐	
  The 2015 indoor track program provided 
opportunities for approximately 60 JDHS athletes to compete in a variety of 
indoor track events.  
• Girls 3rd  place at Group I Central Jersey State Sectionals  
• Girls Shuttle Hurdles (Lucia Gambuzza, Arianna DeMartino, Destiny Martins, 

Viviane Orleans) – 4th place Union County Relays, 4th Place Group I State 
Relays 

• Girls 4 x 400m relay (Michelle Martins, Lucia Gambuzza, Destiny Martins, 
Viviane Orleans) – 4th place, Central Jersey Group I Sectionals 

• Girls High Jump Relay (Michelle Martins, Lucia Gambuzza) – 5th Place, 
Group I State Relays. 

• Viviane Orleans- placed 14th in the High Hurdles at the Meet of Champions.   
Boys Basketball-­‐	
  The 2015 boy’s basketball program competing in the Union 
County Conference, Sky Division, completed the season with a 6-4 divisional 
record and an overall record of 14-11. The team qualified for the N2G1 sectional 
tournament as a 6 seed. The team advanced to round 2 and lost to Ridgefield H.S. 
50-66.  
Bowling-	
  The 2015 Jonathan Dayton bowling program competed in the Union 
County Conference, Mountain Division. The team completed the regular season 
with a divisional record of 10-4 and an overall record of 10-6. The team finished 
2nd in the Union County Conference, Mountain Division. In the N2G1 sectional 
tournament the team placed fourth. Two bowlers completed the season with high 
averages: Mike Iuliano 185 and Evan Weinstein with a team high average of 195.  
Swimming-  The 2015 swim team competing as a co-ed swim program with 
David Brearley swam competitively in the Union County Conference. The team 
completed the regular season with an overall record of 2-9, defeating Woodbridge 
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HS and Golda Och Academy. 
Hockey- The 2015 Jonathan Dayton co-op Ice Hockey program, competing in the 
Union County Conference, completed the season with a 3-5-1 conference record 
and an overall record of 10-9-1. The team qualified for the Public B NJSIAA 
Hockey Playoffs and lost in Round 1 to Wall 9-0. It was the first time since the 
2006-07 season that the team qualified for the state playoffs.   
3. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
4. Building Usage Request 

 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (8:57 PM) 

There were no questions regarding the Superintendent’s Report or the agenda. 
    

   9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT   
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated February 28, 2015 and that it be received and placed on 
file. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
  10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated February 28, 2015 and that it be received and placed on file 
  
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6:20-2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of February 28, 2015 
no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     12. EXPENSES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 2015-2016  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, that the Board of 
Education approve the attached resolution regarding professional services during 
the 2015-16. (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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     13. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     14. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     15. WAIVER FOR SUBSTITUTE HIRING 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval of submission of 
Waiver Application to the NJ Department of Education to permit substitutes 
credentialing before notification of criminal history review is received. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     16.  SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     17.  HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, that the Board of 
Education affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board 
meeting: 

March 16, 2015 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      18. APPROVAL OF DUE PROCESS  

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached resolution regarding of due process 
petition. (Attachment E) 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      19. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIPS 

 Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following revised overnight field trips – 
• JDHS Track – (Penn Relays) Philadelphia, PA (April 23 – April 24, 2015) 
• Alternatives Club – Oak Ridge, NJ (June 4 – June 5, 2015). 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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 20. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2014-2015 school year. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

21. SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDER #3 FAÇADE PHASE II 
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of Change Order #3 
(revised) in the amount of $41,669.00 to Spartan Construction Inc., Oakhurst, NJ 
for project number 2014.01.(Attachment G) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     22. 2ND AND FINAL READING OF POLICY 9270.1 

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the second and 
final reading of the following policies (Attachment H1): 
Policy #9270.1 - Board Member conflict PTA/PTSO 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

     
     23. 1ST READING OF POLICY 5131.5 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, move to approve the first 
reading of the following policies (Attachment H2): 

   Policy #5131.5 - Vandalism/Violence/Student Crisis 
 
  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
   
     24. SPORTS CO-OPERATIVE 

Moved by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval to renewal of the Cooperative Sports Program with 
Kenilworth Board of Education and forward its acceptance to the New Jersey 
State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA). 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
     

     25.  PUBLIC SESSION (9:03 – 9:25 PM) 
The following member of the public presented information oregarding the Soccer 
Club of Springfield:  
 Joe Forys  

   
     26.  NEW BUSINESS 
 1.HIB RESOLUTION REGARDING JDHS 1411 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Miller, approved the following 
resolution, 

Be it resolved that, following the hearing conducted in executive session 
on April 13, 2015 and having heard from both District personnel and the student's 
parent and having reviewed the investigation report, the Board hereby affirms its 
decision to accept the Superintendent's recommendation regarding HIB  
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Investigation involving HIB No. (JDHS 1411), which was reported to the 

Board on March 16, 2015 for the reasons set forth in the Superintendent's report 
to the Board and directs the Board Secretary and School Business Administrator 
to transmit a copy of the Board's decision to the affected student's parents 
forthwith.  

 
  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

2. Dayton’s spring musical, In the Heights was outstanding.  Congratulations to 
the students and staff for such a wonderful performance. 
3. Update on the recent Township meeting by Mrs. Zybershlag.  
4. Caldwell’s PTA will be meeting Tuesday morning at 9 AM. 
5. The PTSO of Dayton will hold their meeting on Wednesday evening. 
6. The PTA/PTSO from all schools are looking for volunteers for the various 
committees and executive boards. 
7. In addition to the executive board there were a few parents who attended the 
FMG PTA meeting. 
8. Teacher of the Year recognitions will be during the June 1st board meeting.  
Those being honored can be viewed on the district webpage.  

     
     27. CLOSED SESSION (9:18 PM – 9:45 PM) 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 

 
Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     28. RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION TO REGULAR MEETING 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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     29.  ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 9:46 PM.  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – April 13, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – April 27, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
3. Public Hearing – April 27, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


































