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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, February 23, 2015 at 7:12 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
Absent: Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag 
 
Also Present:  
    Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 

   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 

          Ms. Kerri Wright, Board Attorney (left meeting at 7:32 PM) 
 
       2. CLOSED SESSION (7:13 PM – 7:32PM) 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
3. RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION TO REGULAR MEETING 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Miller approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED 
 

 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
Recent changes and rulings by the School Ethics Commission online radio 
presentation on February 17th. 
Nominations for 2015 Innovations in Special Education are due April 6th. 
Analyzing & Constructing Salary Guides will be presented on March 14th 
at the RWJ Hamilton Center in Mercerville from 9 AM – 6PM. 

 School Board Notes February 4th & 11th. 
3. NSBA weekly report from February 12th. 
4. GSCS eNet from February 13th. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting  - February 2, 2015 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED 
 

      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented – 
1. Student recognitions: 

Saverio Salcfas won the 220lbs weight class at the District 11 tournament 
and now advances to the Region 3 Tournament. 
Veronica Del Valle won the Best Delegate award in the Press Corps at the 
Model UN conference. 
Beatrice Dimaculangan was one of two winners of the regional Poetry 
Out Loud competition and will now move on to the state finals. 
Dayton’s literary magazine, Jargon, was awarded a Certificate for 
Excellence from the National Council of Teachers of English. 

2. Walton and Sandmeier were 2 of the top 10 schools in NJ for the 2013-14 Jump 
Rope for Heart Fundraiser. Walton raised $44,674 earning a 2nd place rank, under 
the supervision of Ms. Alamorian and Ms. Stevenson. Sandmeier raised $23,468 
placing them in the top 10, under the supervision of Mr. Stearns. 
3. Middle States Accreditation for Growth has completed its technical review and 
has approved the objectives.  Middle States Commission will be in district Fall 
2015 for visitation. 
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4. 2015-2016 Budget Presentations: 

a. Walton Early Childhood Center – Dr. Susie Hung 
  b. Caldwell Elementary School - Mr. Dave Rennie  
  c. Sandmeier Elementary School – Mr. Michael Plias  
  d. Gaudineer Middle School - Mr. Tim Kielty 
  e. Jonathan Dayton High School - Mrs. Elizabeth Cresci  

5. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
6. Building Usage Request 

 7. Fund Raiser Request 
 8. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (8:01 PM) 

There were no questions or comments from the public regarding the agenda or 
Superintendent’s Report. 

 
   9. BILL LIST   

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of computer 
checks numbered 034586 through 034834 and check numbers 000102 and 000103 
and wire transfers 800124, 888129, 888130 and 88813, for a grand total of 
$3,599,007.01.  

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
 10. TRANSFERS 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. (Attachment A) 
  
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

     12. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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     13. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education request 
for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     14. HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, that the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

February 2, 2015 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      15. NURSING PLAN 2014-2015 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the 2014-15 Nursing Plan. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      16. IDEA FY15 AMENDMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to 
amend its application for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B 
(IDEA-B) for basic in the amount of ($13,410) FY2015 due to funds not being 
fully spent in the 2013-14 grant year and to forward to the office of Grants & 
Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
 17. FUNDING FOR ROD IV GAUDINEER ROOF 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, I move approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-060-14-1007-G04 – Florence Gaudineer Middle 
School – Partial Reroofing (Local Share - $521,546, State Share $782,319).” 
 

 - Local Share funding from  – Capital Reserve Account ($1,123,096) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     18. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY ROD IV GAUDINEER ROOF 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, approval of the Delegation of 
Authority to School Business Administrator for supervision of the School 
Facilities Project at Florence Gaudineer Middle School for State Project # 5000-
060-14-1007-G04. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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19. DO-IT-YOURSELF AGREEMENT WITH PENNONI ASSOCIATES FOR ESIP 
Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of  Pennoni Associates, engineer of record, for 
professional services (revised) on the ‘Do It Yourself’ (DIY) Implementation 
Agreement for the districtwide ESiP project at a cost of $461,482 for Phases 1 
(ESP) and 2 (ECM’s). 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
    20. PROJECT ESP PHASE I PAYMENT #1 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, approval of the Phase 1, 
Payment #1 in the amount of $161,519.00 to Pennoni Associates, Edison, NJ for 
project ESP (Phase 1). 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     21. PHASE 3 BRICK FAÇADE ENGINEER 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of  Pennoni Associates, engineer of record, for 
professional services on the Jonathan Dayton High School Façade Rehabilitation 
– Phase 3 project for construction administration and inspection at a cost of 
$55,200. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      22. PUBLIC SESSION (8:04 – 8:20 PM) 

The following members of the public had comments or questions regarding HS 
driving privileges, PARCC and policy #9270.1: 

  Cindy Algraby   Diane Liebowitz 
  Erica Dubois   Daniela Piccolo 
 
      23. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Sandmeier PTA meeting is scheduled for tomorrow, February 24th. 
2. The Barnes & Noble Book Fair fundraiser for Caldwell School will continue 
for the next 3 days, with all proceeds going to Springfield HOPE. 

   
      24. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 8:21 PM.  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – March 2, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – March 16, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

 
                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 














