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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    FEBRUARY 2, 2015 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, February 2, 2015 at 7:58 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 5, 2015. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Scott Silverstein. 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Marc Miller, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 

      
 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      3. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
 Listing of upcoming events - 

Security Task Force meeting on Monday Feb 9th, 7-8:30 PM at New 
Brunswick HS. 
Leadership Conference on Feb 7th from 9:00 – 4:00 in Princeton. 
2nd Annual Technology Conference Feb 20th 9:30 – 3:30 at the Princeton 
Marriott. 
Semiannual Delegate Assembly on May 16th in West Windsor, NJ. The 
resolution cut-off date is March 2nd. 
The interim report was released by NJ Commission on Student 
Assessment Issues. 
Bergen County SBA program on Mental Health in schools will be 
presented on February 10th from 6 – 9 PM at Maggianos in Hackensack. 
Executive Director, Check Out Junior Achievement Programs. 
Reflections from January 15th. 
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   School Board Notes Jan 7th, 14th, 22nd and 29th.  
  2. GSCS eNet from January 14th. 

3. NSBA weekly report from January 15th & 29th. 
4. Notice to property owners within 200 feet of hearing application from the 
Springfield Planning Board for the February 4th meeting at 7 PM regarding 
Baltusrol Golf Course. 

 
      4. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Reorganization Meeting  - January 5, 2015 
 Regular Meeting   - January 5, 2015 
 Executive Meeting   - January 5, 2015 
 

Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Marc Miller, 
Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag,  
Mr. Scott Silverstein 
Abstention: Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes MOTION CARRIED   
 

      5. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented – 
1. Student/Staff Recognitions 

Dayton Junior, Saverio Salcfas captured his first championship at the 
Union County Wrestling Tournament on December 2nd. 

2. HIB Report – July 2014 thru December 2014 
3. EVVRS Report – September 2014 thru December 2014 
4. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
5. Building Usage Request 

 6. Fund Raiser Request 
 7. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       6. PUBLIC SESSION (8:12-8:17 PM) 

The following members of the public had questions or comments regarding the 
agenda or Superintendent’s Report: 
 Paula Saha, Agenda Item - Policy #2, 2nd Reading 
 Daniela Piccolo, Agenda Item - Policy #2, 2nd Reading 

 
      7.  BILL LIST 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve computer 
checks numbered 034422 through 034585 and wire transfers 800123, 888123, 
888123, 888125, 888126, 888127 and 888128 in the amount of $4,193,405.16 
minus voided check numbers 03363, 034372 and 034421 in the amount of 
$9,620.44, for a grand total of $4,183,784.72. 

 
  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
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      8.  TRANSFERS 
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
 

       9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, Board Secretary’s Reports 
dated November 30, 2014 and December 31, 2014, and that it be received and 
placed on file. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approve the Treasurer’s 
Reports dated November 30, 2014 and December 31, 2014, and that it be received 
and placed on file 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6:20-2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of  November 30, 2014 
and December 31, 2014, no major account or fund has been over expended in 
violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet 
the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     12. BROKERAGE SERVICES FOR INSURANCES   

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of the following 
resolution regarding bid number PC-H 2015-01, for Insurance Brokerage Services 
Health Benefits-Medical/Prescription/Dental & Property and Casualty for 
calendar year 2015:”   

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, there is a need for brokerage services for the Health Benefits and 
Property & Casualty coverage’s (the “Broker”) for the Springfield Board of 
Education (the “Board”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board advertised for the Broker services in the Local Source on 
December 31, 2014, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board held a bid opening on January 13, 2015; and 
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WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Arthur J Gallagher & Co., Gallagher O'Gorman 
& Young, was responsive to the specifications, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a contract for the Broker shall be 
awarded to Arthur J Gallagher & Co., Gallagher O'Gorman & Young; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon consultation with Board counsel, the 
Business Administrator be and hereby is authorized to take any and all action to 
commence a contract with Arthur J Gallagher & Co., Gallagher O'Gorman & 
Young. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
 13.  AMERICAN APPRAISAL ASSOCIATION 
 Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 

the Superintendent, I move to approve American Appraisal Associates to conduct 
an updated fixed assets accounting records for internal accounting control and 
financial reporting in the amount of $7,400.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
     14.  PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     15. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      16. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education request 
for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      17. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the attached list of 
Student Teachers for the 2014-2015 school year.  (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
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      18. REVISED CURRICULUM 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following revised curriculum for the 2014 - 2015 
school year – 

   Health Grade 7  - Middle School 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
 
      19. HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

January 5, 2015. 
 
Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Marc 
Miller, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag,  
Mr. Scott Silverstein 

  Abstention: Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes    MOTION CARRIED 
 
     20. SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION PAYMENT #5 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #5 in the amount of $57,970.09 to Spartan Construction Inc., Oakhurst, 
NJ for project number 2014.01. (Attachment F1) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
     21. SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION PAYMENT #6 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #6 in the amount of $27,579.31 to Spartan Construction Inc., Oakhurst, 
NJ for project number 2014.01. (Attachment F2) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
     22. TECTONIC ENGINEERING OIL TANK REMOVAL 

Moved by Mr. Donner, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval to add to the contract for Tectonic Engineering & 
Surveying Consultants PC (Tectonic) as the NJLRSP overseeing the remediation 
at JDHS for the removal and clean-up of oil tanks from the regional, in the 
amount of $22,280. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
     23. FIRST READING NUTRITION POLICY 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, move to approve the first 
reading of the following policies (Attachment G1): 

   Policy #3542.1  - Student Nutrition 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
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     24. SECOND & FINAL READING POLICY 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, move to approve the 
second and final reading of the following policies (Attachment G2): 

   Policy #9270.1 - Board Member conflict PTA/PTSO 
 

Yeas:  Mr. Scott Donner, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mr. Scott Silverstein 
Nays: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Marc Miller,  
Mrs. Elissa Zylbershlag     MOTION CARRIED  

 
      25. PUBLIC SESSION (9:28 – 11:05 PM) 

The following members of the public had questions or comments regarding the 
use of JDHS turf-field, PARCC, and nutrition policy: 
 Jeff Kaeshaffer  Jerry Fernandez 
 Erica Dubois   Daniela Piccolo 

 
26. CONTINUE PASS 11:00 PM 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to continue the regular meeting 
of the Board of Education pass 11:00 PM. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

   
      27. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Sandmeier’s Idol presentation will be held this Friday evening at Dayton’s 
Halsey Hall. 
2.  Sandmeier is preparing for the 5th grade finale. 

 
28. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Concerns regarding the anticipated inclement weather for tomorrow morning’s 
commute. 

 
 29. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Donner, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 11:09 PM.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – February 23, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – March 2, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 










































