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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    OCTOBER 20, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:15 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 6, 2014. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes. 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Scott Samansky, 
Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Absent: Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Hector Munoz 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 

   
      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:16 PM – 7:47 PM) 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which is not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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 Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
  3. RECONVENE  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to reconvene to the regular 
meeting at 7:47 PM.  

 
   4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
        5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
Sustainable NJ School Certification program on October 28th at NJSBA. 
Union County School Finance on November12th 6 PM at the Westwood in 
Garwood. 
Morris County STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and math) 
will meet on November 20th at 6 PM at Roxbury HS in Succasunna. 
Delegate Assembly will meet on November 15th at 9 AM at the 
Conference Center at Mercer County Community College. 

 School Board Notes October 8th & 16th. 
2. NSBA weekly report from October 9th & 16th. 
3. NSBA 75th Annual Conference in Nashville, TN., March 21st - 23rd. 
4. The PTA/PTSO sponsored candidates night is tentatively scheduled for 
October 28th (29th as a back-up) at 7 PM at Dayton. 
5. Dayton’s fall play Lost in Yonkers will be presented on November 14th & 15th. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting   - October 6, 2014 
 Executive Meeting   - October 6, 2014 

 
Yeas:  Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Scott Samansky,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Abstention: Mr. Scott Silverstein    MOTION CARRIED   
 

      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented - 
1. Public Hearing (2013-14 Violence and Vandalism Report & HIB Report) 
2. Social Media concerns and advise to parents, students and staff while 

reiterating zero tolerance for harassment, intimidation and/or bullying.  The 
Board and Administration will take all reported incidents, when warranted, to 
the fullest extend of the law. 

3. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 

4. Building Usage Request 
 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 
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Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (8:12 PM) 

There were no questions or comments from the public regarding the agenda or 
Superintendent’s Report. 
  

       9. BILL LIST  
Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve computer 
checks numbered 033846 through 034093 and wire transfers 800120, 888110, 
888111, 888112, 888113, 888114, 888115 and 999228 for a grand total of 
$3,470,182.25. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

      10. TRANSFERS 
 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, the approval of the transfer 

of funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. 
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      12. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development. (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

October 6, 2014 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      15. COURSE REVISIONS  
 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 

the Superintendent, approval of the following course revision in the program of 
studies for the September 2015 – 
• Course Titles – 

o English 1 Literature 
o English 1 Writing & Research 
o English 2 
o English 3 
o English 4 
o Western Civilization Inclusion 
o US History to 1900 Inclusion 
o 20th Century and Beyond Inclusion 
o Algebra 1 
o Geometry 
o Algebra 2 
o Biology 
o Chemistry 
o Conceptual Physics. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
  

      16. JONATHAN DAYTON 2015-2016 PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the Jonathan Dayton High School Program of 
Studies for the 2015-2016 school year: 

      a) New Courses 
      b) Change in Courses 

     c) All Programs as Written 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        

      
      17. SCHOOL PHYSICIAN 

       Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval of the 
appointment of the following as school physicians according to the calendar year 
2014-15 rates and fees schedule: 
1. Dr. Stanley C. Parman    Annual Fee - $11,500.00 
 Care Station Medical Group  
 90 U.S. Highway 22  

Springfield, NJ 07081   
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        
 
      18. ATTORNEY 

      Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, for the Board of Education to approve a contract with Trenk, 
DiPasquale, Della Fera & Sodono, P.C., West Orange, NJ to conduct an 
independent personnel investigation at the hourly rate of $200/hour. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      19. COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE PLAN 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to authorize the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary to submit the attached Resolution for 
Submission of the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan for the Springfield School 
District in compliance with the State Department of Education requirements for 
the period of 2001-2014. (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      20. DISPOSAL OF OBSOLETE/SURPLUS EQUIPMENT GOV.DEALS 
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education that the following equipment and vehicle be 
identified as obsolete and no longer used (surplus property), and to advertise for 
bids on GOV.DEALS.com for the disposal of said equipment. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     21. CERTIFICATE OF PAYMENT #2 SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of the Certificate 
for Payment #2 in the amount of $107,454.08 to Spartan Construction Inc., 
Oakhurst, NJ for project number 2014.01. (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      22. PUBLIC SESSION (8:15 PM) 
There were no comments from the members of the public at this time. 

   
      23. NEW BUSINESS 

1. The PTA at Sandmeier will meet on Tuesday morning. 
2. Halloween dances this Friday at Caldwell, Sandmeier and Gaudineer in the 
evening. 
3. The PTSO is holding a Pocketbook Bingo/Basket Auction on November 12th. 
4. Dayton Homecoming will be held this Friday as the Dayton Football Team 
plays home against Roselle Park. 
5. Friday evening’s game against New Providence was a suspenseful game with 
Dayton losing in the final minutes by 1 point.  
6. As an Apple Distinguished School, the District was visited on October 16th by 
Apple and other districts in NJ to view and observe the innovative and 
instructional uses of our award winning 1-to-1 laptop program.  
7. As 1 of 9 districts in NJ recognized as a lead district for Innovate NJ, 
Springfield hosted a discussion on October 16th regarding combined innovative 
projects. 

 
   24. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to adjourn the regular 
meeting at 8:27 PM.  
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Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – November 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – November 17, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

 
 
                                                                  ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 






























