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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                    OCTOBER 6, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 7:45 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 6, 2014. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes. 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer, 
Mr. Hector Munoz, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Absent: Mr. Scott Silverstein 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Human Resources 

      
 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      3. COMMUNICATIONS  
  1. Message from Acting Commissioner of Education, David Hespe 

2. NJSBA 
Candidates Briefing for the Central Region will be held on October 21st 
from 7 -9 PM. 
Radio Talk Show will host A Conversation on Common Core with 
Education Commissioner David Hespe. 
Bargaining at the Table will be held on October 11th at NJPSA in Monroe, 
9 AM – 4 PM. 

 School Board Notes September 17th, 24th and October 1st. 
 Reflections from September 30th. 
3. NSBA weekly report from September 18th, 25th and October 2nd. 
4. GSCS eNet from September 24th. 
5. Thank you note from Debbie Gutman for her retirement gift. 
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6. Celebrating 350 years, the Battle of Springfield will take place on October 18th 
at Meisel Park starting at 10:30 AM. 
7. A reminder was sent out through our list serve regarding Idle - Free Zones on 
school property 

 
      4. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following 
minutes: 

 Regular Meeting   - September 15, 2014 
 Executive Meeting   - September 15, 2014 

 
Yeas:  Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Hector Munoz,  
Mr. Scott Samansky, Mr. Scott Silverstein Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
Abstention: Mr. Dermot McLeer   MOTION CARRIED   
 

      5. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented - 
1. 2014-15 Goals & Objectives  
    a. Building 
 Walton presented by Dr. Hung 
 Caldwell presented by Mr. Rennie 
 Sandmeier presented by Mr. Plias 
 Gaudineer presented by Mr. Kielty 
 Dayton presented by Mrs. Cresci 
     b. District 

Mrs. Scudero - Curriculum & Testing 
 Mr. Clarke – Finance & Operations 
 Mrs. Atherton – Professional Development & Special Services 
 Mrs. Nagy-Johnson - Technology 
2. Student/Staff Recognitions 
3. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 

specific clarification is needed.) 
4. Building Usage Request 

 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       6. PUBLIC SESSION (9:37 PM) 

There were no questions or comments from the public regarding the agenda or 
Superintendent’s Report. 
  

       7. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated July 31, 2014 and August 31, 2014, and that it be 
received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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       8. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated July 31, 2014 and August 31, 2014, and that it be received and 
placed on file. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
       9. TRANSFERS 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, the approval of the transfer 
of funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. 
  (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     10. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, “Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6:20-2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of July 31, 2014 and 
August 31, 2014, no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of 
N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s 
financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
     11. ESIP PROGRAM LEASE PURCHASE FINANCING 

 Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, I move approval of the attached resolution for lease purchase 
financing for the ESIP program.  (Attachment B) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  

 
     12.  PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment C)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      14. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, I move that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      15. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the attached list of 
Student Teachers for the 2014-2015 school year. (Attachment F) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      16. BOSTON OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP  

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 

JSA – Boston, MA (November 21– November 23, 2014 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED  
  

      17. POLICY 1ST READING 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the first reading 
of the following policies (Attachment I): 

Policy #3542.1 - Wellness and Nutrition 
Policy #6142.4 - Assessment of Individual Needs  
Policy #5120 - Physical Education 

 Policy #6146   - Graduation Requirements 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        

      
      18. UNION COUNTY PARKS ICE RINK RENTAL 

      Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. McLeer, move approval to execute a 
contract with County of Union, Department Parks and Recreation, Elizabeth, NJ 
for use of ice rental for practices and games during the 2014 - 2015 season, at a 
fee not to exceed $6,000. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED        

 
      19. UNION SPORTS ARENA ICE RINK 

      Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to authorize the 
Board President to execute a contract with Union Sports Arena, LLC, Union, NJ 
for use of ice rental for practices and games during the 2014 - 2015 season, at a 
fee not to exceed $17,000. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      20. PUBLIC SESSION (9:40 PM) 

There were no comments from the members of the public at this time. 
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      21. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Senior Class of 2015 will be holding a car wash on October 18th.  
2. The PTSO will be holding their annual fund raising event on November 12th. 
3. The PTSO from Dayton will have their meeting on Tuesday, October 7th.  
4. The Springfield Education Foundation’s 5K Race had another successful event. 
5. The back parking lot at Dayton will be closed on Saturday October 11th. 

 
      22. CLOSED SESSION( 9:46 – 10:12 PM) 

 Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege which is not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 

 
 Closed Conference Items  

1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

23. RECONVENE  
Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Donner, to reconvene to the regular 
meeting at 10:12 PM.  

  
      24. RESOLUTION FOR SETTLEMENT OF DUE PROCESS  

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following 
resolution regarding due process petition: 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SETTLEMENT OF DUE PROCESS 
PETITION	
  

WHEREAS, the Board was the respondent in a due process petition bearing 
Agency Reference No.: 2014-21020 and OAL Docket No.: EDU 05666-2014N; 
and	
  

WHEREAS, the Board attorney, the Director of Special Services, and the 
Superintendent, have recommended resolution of this matter pursuant to the terms 
set forth in a Settlement Agreement; and 
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WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement does call for the expenditure of Board 
funds; and	
  

WHEREAS, the Board finds that entering into a settlement pursuant to the terms 
set forth in the Settlement Agreement is in the best interest of the district; and	
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Springfield Board of Education 
that it hereby approves the Settlement Agreement in this matter.	
  

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
   25. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Donner, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 10:15 PM.  

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – October 20, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – November 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 




















































