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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and 
support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media 
Center-First Floor on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 7:04 P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on April 27, 2009.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

 
Present: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia, Miss Linda Duke, Mr. Andrew 
Fekete, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, 
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

Also  
 Present:  Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
     Mrs. Hillary Corburn, Assistant Superintendent 
     Mr. Matthew A. Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 

   2. CLOSED SESSION (7:05 – 7:32 PM) 
  Moved by Miss Duke, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:   
RESOLUTION: 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters of 
Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a 
public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to be discussed and 
acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 
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 Closed Conference Items  
 1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

   3. RECONVENE 
Moved by Miss Duke, seconded by Mr. Delia, approval to reconvene to the Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Education. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

      
   4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a.  Lori Sandler, chairperson for Green Springfield and is registered with 
Sustainable Jersey, is looking for volunteers to serve in the community.  1st 
meeting is September 23rd. 

b.  Public notification from Groundwater & Environmental Services regarding      
     Exxonmobile petroleum clean up in groundwater at Morris Avenue site. 
c.  NJ School Boards Association (NJSBA) 2009 workshop is October 28th – 

October 30th.  Mandatory Certified Board Member Credits can be earned 
during this conference. 

d. UC School Boards Association (UCSBA) announced Calendar of Events – 
 October 14th – Strategies for Success in Challenging Times 
 December 3rd – High School Reform 

  February 10th – Shared Services Roundtable 
 May 12th – Annual Spring Meeting 

 
   6. MINUTES 

Moved by Miss Duke, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following minutes:  
Executive Meeting   - August 17, 2009 
Regular Meeting   - August 17, 2009 

 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Miss Linda Duke, Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian Kass, 
Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

           Abstention: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Jeff Strumpf  MOTION CARRIED 
 

   7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
Moved by Miss Duke, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
Mr. Davino reviewed the following items: 

 a. Building Usage Request 
Health Department Update (H1N1) 

   - Vaccinations and alternative education programs 
 b. Building Usage Request 

c. NJASK Scores 
Received recently, in the process of disaggregating numbers, and will 
distribute upon completion. 

d. Italian Language Grant 
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Thank You to Frank Fusco, Supervisor of Humanities, for his work on 
submitting and obtaining this grant. 

e. Staff Recognition 
Scott Keele was recognized as the Tennis Coach of the Year for the State of 
New Jersey 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
       8. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION ( 8:13 – 8:18 PM) 

The following members of the public had comments or questions regarding the 
agenda: 

Diana Addish (Superintendent’s Report – H1N1 and keeping germs down) 
 
       9. BILL LIST 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Delia, to approve computer checks 
numbered 022592 through 022789 and wire transfer number 800059 in the amount 
of $2,380,506.10. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      10. HUNTERDON ED SERVICE CO-OP 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Delia, to approve participation in the 
Hunterdon Educational Services Commission Cooperative System for the 2009-10 
school year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment A) 

 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      12. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAVEL 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment B) 

 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
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      13. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 
Moved by Mr. Delia seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the attached Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements for the 2008 - 2009 school year.  
(Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      14. TUITION GRANT 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at  the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
      

      15. ARRA FUNDS FOR IDEA 
 Moved by Mr. Delia seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at  the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, I move approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to 
apply for funds under ARRA for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
Part B (IDEA-B) both basic ($454,343) and preschool ($16,432) FY2010 and to 
forward to the office of Grants & Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      16. NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  

Moved by Mr. Delia seconded by Mr. Sablosky, approval that the Superintendent be 
authorized to submit to the State Department of Education an application entitled 
“No Child Left Behind Act,” Fiscal Year 2010. (NCLB FY2010)” 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
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      17. GRC SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT    
Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the settlement agreement and general release in the 
matter bearing docket numbers GRC-2009-147 in accordance with the terms 
therein. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      18. ITALIAN EDUCATIONAL GRANT 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, I move to accept from The Italian American Committee on 
Education grant funds in the amount of $4,000. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      19. MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the Memorandum of Agreement between the 
Springfield Board of Education and the Springfield Police Department for the 2009-
10 school year. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia,  Mr. Andrew Fekete, Mr. Brian 
Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Miss Linda Duke     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      20. BOARD MEMBERS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached Board travel for Professional Development.  
(Attachment C1bk) 
 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia, Miss Linda Duke, Mr. Andrew 
Fekete, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Mr. Brian Kass     MOTION CARRIED 
 
      21. BOARD MEMBERS PROFESIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, I move approval of the attached Board travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C1pv) 
Yeas: Mr. Donato Circelli, Mr. Anthony Delia, Miss Linda Duke, Mr. Andrew 
Fekete, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Jeff Strumpf,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 

          Abstention: Mrs. Patricia Venezia    MOTION CARRIED 
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     22. NEW CURRICULUM 

Moved by Mr. Delia seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the attached new curriculum for the 2009 - 2010 school 
year. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     23. TEXTBOOKS 2009-2010 

Moved by Mr. Delia seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at  the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the attached textbook list for the 2009 - 2010 school 
year.  (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
24. TRANSPORTATION ROUTES 

Moved by Mr. Circelli, seconded by Mr. Delia, approval of the transportation routes 
and special routes for the 2009 - 2010 school year as on file in the Business Office.  
(Attachment H) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
25.  BUS COMPANIES FOR FIELD TRIPS 
  Moved by Mr. Circelli, seconded by Mr. Delia, approval of the list of transportation 

companies to provide bus service for field trips and for use in emergencies as 
needed.  (Attachment I) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
 26. CULINARY ARTS BID AWARD 
 Moved by Mr. Circelli, seconded by Mr. Delia, approval to authorize the Business 

Administrator to award a contract for JDHS Culinary Arts Equipment and 
Installation to Singer Equipment Company, 150 South Twin Valley Road, Elverson, 
PA in the amount of $165,039 and in accordance with bid specifications dated 
September 10, 2009 (Attachment J) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

 27. CHANGE IN CLASSROOM USE 
  Moved by Mr. Circelli, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, approval of the change in use 

application for the following rooms: 
   JDHS – Room 19 (from an office to small group instruction) 
   TLS – Room 11 (from a classroom to an early childhood center).” 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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     28. SECOND AND FINAL READING POLICY # 3000, 3326, 3510 
 Moved by Mr. Fekete, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to approve the first reading of the 

following policies (Attachment K): 
Policy #3000/3010 - Concepts and Roles in Business and Non-

Instructional Operations Goals and Objectives 
Policy #3326  - Payment for Goods and Services 
Policy #3510  - Operation and Maintenance of Plant 
  

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      29. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (8:23- 8:52PM) 

The following members of the public had comments concerning summer reading 
list, student illness call-in procedures and class size  

Sherri Goslin 
Diana Addish 
Casey Morrello 
Warren Frank 

 
  30. NEW BUSINESS 

a. PTA meetings for the new school year are beginning.  BOE members please 
check dates for your assignments. 
b. Please check calendar for Back-to-School Nights. 
c. Child Care Center is up and running with more staff showing interest. 
d. The Board expressed their appreciation to Bill Knorr and his staff for the 
exceptional appearance of all facilities for the start of school. 
e.  On August 23rd,  the Star Ledger profiled Springfield’s 2 new programs; the 
Culinary Arts program and the CISCO program  
f. Online submission of Fact-Pack material was very smooth. 
g. Congratulations to Dayton’s football team for their win this past weekend. 

 
      31. OLD BUSINESS 

a. The relaxation of the Gate Keeper agreement has been successful, and the 
practice will continue.  The Policy Committee will review policies for updates. 

 
      32. ADJOURNMENT (9:02 PM) 
           Moved by Miss Duke, seconded by Mr. Delia, to adjourn the meeting at  
           9:02 PM. 
 
           Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – October 5, 2009 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 






































































































