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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 23, 2012 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and 
support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media 
Center-First Floor on Monday, January 23, 2012 at 7:24 P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on May 9, 2011. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 

 
Present: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin 
Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein,  
Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary  

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 

   2.  CLOSED SESSION (7:24 PM– 7:45 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Kass, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION: 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters of 
Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a 
public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to be discussed and 
acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

       3. RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Kass, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
   4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Garden State Coalition e-Net weekly newsletter, regarding the recent legislation 
signed into law. 
b. National School Boards weekly news brief of January 12th and 19th. 
c. Thank you note from Barbara Walsh for the library book donation in memory of 
her husband and from Rosa Leonardis for the library book donation in memory of 
her father-in-law. 
d. Thank you note from Michael Malgeri for recognition of his retirement. 
e. A copy of new law relating to the moving the board member election to 
November. 
f. UCSBA Winter meeting will be on January 25, 2012 at 7 PM at Columbia Middle 
School in Berkeley Heights.  All Board members are welcome to attend. 

 
   6. MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, and seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the 
following minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - January 9, 2012 
Executive Meeting   - January 9, 2012 

 
Yeas: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, 
Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Abstention: Mr. Steve Wolcott     MOTION CARRIED 

 
   7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented. 
Mr. Davino reviewed the following items: 
1. The new Facebook and Twitter pages. 
2.Student/Staff Recognitions: 
• Jonathan Murphy has been selected ‘student of the month’ at the Union County 

Technical High School. 
• The co-ed Dayton Bowling Team in its 2nd season is off to a record a fast start 

with a record of 10-0. 
• The Dayton literary magazine, The Jargon, has been ranked ‘excellent’ by the 

2011 National Council Teachers of English. 
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• Emily MacDonald, varsity basketball player, has reached the 1,000 points mark. 
Jen Kuczynski and Anna Lies are within striking reach of 1,000 points this 
season. 

3. Tech Squad Presentation “The BITS” 
4. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
5. Building Usage Request 

 6. Fund Raiser Request 
 7. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
       8. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION ( 8:35 PM) 

There were no comments regarding the Superintendent’s Report or the Agenda. 
 
       9. BILL LIST 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Delia, to approve computer checks 
numbered 028079 through 028292 and wire transfers 800087 in the amount of 
$3,313,213.25 minus voided check numbers 027965, 028033 and 028070 in the 
amount of $3,301.00 for a grand total of $3,309,912.25.  

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      10. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas: Yeas: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin 
Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steve Wolcott 
Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Abstention: Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes     MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAVEL 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment B) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      12. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the attached Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      13. SCHOOL CALENDAR 2012-2013 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached school calendar for the 2012-13 school 
year.  (Attachment D)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      14. HIB REPORTS DECEMBER 19, 2011 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Delia, that the Board of Education affirms 
the HIB Reports previously presented at the following Board meetings: 

January 9, 2012. 
 

Yeas: Yeas: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin 
Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Abstention: Mr. Steve Wolcott     MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

      15. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (8:40 PM) 
There were no comments or concerns from the public at this time. 
  

      16. NEW BUSINESS 
1. The Dayton Girls Basketball team has 3 athletes approaching the 1,000-point 
mark.   
2. The pros and cons were discussed regarding moving the board election to 
November.  The Board will revisit this topic at the February 6th BOE meeting and 
has asked the Administration to solicit comments from the public through the 
schools list serve, facebook, twitter and the district webpage. 
3. The Sandmeier PTA is holding a Cali Pizza Kitchen fundraiser, today thru 
Thursday.   
4. The Dayton Mock Trial Team is in the semi finals and will compete next at the 
Union County Courthouse on January 30th. 
5. Thank you to our students, staff and community for their tremendous support of 
our winter athletic programs. 

 
      17. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Dayton held their first home wrestling match against Westfield in a close battle of 
Union County powerhouse programs.  The Co-op wrestling team went onto win the 
Union County Tournament.  
2. The high school orientation for incoming freshman is Thursday, January 26th. 
3. The Board discussed at length its approval of administrations continued support 
of instruction in the classroom rather then parties and other outside disruptions that 
impede the instructional day.  
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      18. ADJOURNMENT (9:58 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Delia, approval to adjourn the Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Education at 9:58 PM. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – February 6, 2012 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – February 27, 2012 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 










