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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and 
support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media 
Center-First Floor on Monday, November 7, 2011 at 7:19 P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on May 9, 2011.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 

 
Present: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Scott 
Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steve Wolcott,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Absent: Mr. Irwin Sablosky, 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary  

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 

  2. CLOSED SESSION (7:20 PM– 7:42 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Delia, to suspend the rules of the order of 
business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:   
RESOLUTION: 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters of 
Attorney/Client privilege which are not appropriate subjects to be discussed in a 
public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to be discussed and 
acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is therefore 
 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Student Hearing 
2. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

       3. RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
  4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Gaudineer will be presenting Alice in Wonderland, Jr. on December 2nd and 3rd   

 at 7:30 in Halsey Hall at Dayton. 
b. Memo from State of NJ regarding NJ First Act which requires all new employees 
to reside in the state of NJ as of September 1, 2011. If hired and not residing, the 
employee has 1 year from date of hire to move into the state. Employees hired prior 
to September 1st are grandfathered as long as they remain continuously employed. 
c. The 2012 NSBA Conference will be held in Boston, MA.  Registration is now 
open. 
d. The Garden State Coalition of Schools eNet communications of October 20th, 26th 
and November 7th were provided to the Board members. 
e. The Sodexo Magna Award applications is due by November 11th.  
f. A HIB workshop will be presented by NJSBA on November 9th at 6:30 PM, at the 
Passaic County Public Safety Academy. 

 
  6. MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, and seconded by Mr. Friedman, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Executive Meeting   - October 17, 2011 
Regular Meeting   - October 17, 2011 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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  7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented. 
Mr. Davino reviewed the following items: 
1. District Goals and Objectives for 2011-2012 were presented 
  Matthew Clarke 
  Ellyn Atherton 
  Sharon Nagy-Johnson 
  Leslie Vaccarino 
2. The ASK test scores from 2010-2011 were reviewed 
3. HIB report 
4. Building Usage Request 

 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      8. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION ( 9:30 PM) 
 The public had no comments or suggestions regarding the agenda. 
 
      9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the Board Secretary’s 
Report dated July 31, 2011 and August 31, 2011 and that it be received and placed 
on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the Treasurer’s Report 
dated July 31, 2011 and August 31, 2011 and that it be received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     11. TRANSFERS 
Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, move the approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated.   
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     12. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 
Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (e) 
and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I move the Board 
certify that to the best of its knowledge as of July 31, 2010 and August 31, 2010 no 
major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) 
and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for 
the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      13. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr.Silverstein, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment B) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAVEL 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      15. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the attached Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     16. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to approve the attached list of 
Student Teachers for the 2011 – 2012 school year. (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     17. TUITION GRANTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel for following courses as being 
eligible for Tuition Grant reimbursement and applicable for advancement on the 
guide.  (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      18. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

 Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Delia, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 

• JDHS – JSA Fall Convention – Parsippany, NJ (December 3 – 
December 4, 2011) 

• FMG – 8th Grade Class – Washington, DC (May 17 – May 18, 2012 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      19. COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANCE PLAN 
Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mr. Samansky, approval to authorize the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary to submit the attached Resolution for 
Submission of the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan for the Springfield School 
District in compliance with the State Department of Education requirements for the 
period of 2001-2011.  (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      20. POLICY FIRST READING 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the first reading 
of the following policies (Attachment H): 

   Policy #1310   - NCLB Title I Parent Involvement 
Policy #3221 - Reimbursement of Federal and Other Grant  

Expenditures 
Policy #5131.6 - Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco 
Policy #5141.21 - Administering Medication 
Policy #6141.4 - Independent Study 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      21. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (9:34-10:08 PM) 

The following members of the public had questions or concerns regarding future 
Halloween activities and election day: 
 Vicki Morrocco  Louis Schorenstein 
 Stacy Rosenstock  

 
      22. NEW BUSINESS 

1. The next PTA meeting at TLS is November 15th at 1:45 PM. 
2. The Walton PTA will meet at 9:00AM on November 16th. 
3. Boys Varsity Soccer won in the quarterfinal against New Providence and will 
face Glen Ridge in the semifinal on Wednesday. 
4. Te Bulldog auction is Wednesday, November 16th.  There are still tables available 
for the Bulldog Auction. 
5. Reminder to all present, get out and vote tomorrow, Election Day. 
6. The Dayton fall production of The Diary of Anne Frank is November 18th and 
19th at 7:30 in Halsey Hall at Dayton. 

 
      23. OLD BUSINESS 
 1.  Mr. Davino provided 2 documents to the Board for informational purposes: 
  a. The agenda for professional development scheduled for tomorrow 

b. Jamie Vollmer’s (Author, Speaker, Consultant) “blueberries” and “the 
great conversation” presentations, which will be shown tomorrow during 
Staff Professional Development. 
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      24. RESOLUTION INVOLVING STUDENT #1103 
 Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, 
 

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Schools has referred student 1103 to this Board 
for a hearing so that said student may be suspended from school for an extended 
period of time or expelled; and 

 
WHEREAS, said student has been suspended since September 27, 2011, pursuant to 
law; and 

 
WHEREAS, this recommendation is made based upon 1103 willfully causing, or 
attempting to cause, substantial damage to school property; conduct of such 
character as to constitute a continuing danger to the physical well-being of other 
pupils, N.J.S.A. 18A: 37-2c, and possession of a firearm on school property, 
N.J.S.A. 18A:37-8; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has provided the student and his parents with the requisite 
due process in connection with these proceedings; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed carefully all information provided by all 
parties in its executive session, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the suspension of student 1103 be 
and hereby continue through September 26, 2012, during which time this student is 
to be provided with an educational program as required by State and Federal law; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT 1103 may apply to the Superintendent of 
Schools for readmission on November 9, 2011, subject to reasonable conditions to 
be required by the Superintendent of Schools. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      25. ADJOURNMENT (10:25 PM) 
           Moved by Mr. Kass, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to adjourn the meeting at  
           10:25 PM. 
 
           Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – November 15, 2010 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – December 8, 2010 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


























































































