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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 19, 2011 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and 
support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media 
Center-First Floor on Monday, September 19, 2011 at 7:09 PM. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the 
public and the press on May 9, 2011. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 

 
Present: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin 
Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky (arrived at 7:40), Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes,  
Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
     Mr. Matthew A. Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 

   2. CLOSED SESSION (7:10 – 7:30 PM) 
  Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution:   

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters of 
Attorney/Client privilege and negotiations which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to be 
discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, it is 
therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 
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 Closed Conference Items  
 1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

2. Negotiations 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

  3. RECONVENE 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
  
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

      
  4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  5. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. NJ School Boards Association 
• Schedule provided of upcoming Board Member Mandated Training 

Programs 
• Delegate Assembly is November 19th  

b. Garden State Coalition of Schools eNet 
c. NSBA’s annual conference for 2012 will be held in Boston, April 21-23. 
d. Magna 2012 Program nomination opens on September 20 for the American 
School Board Journal’s that honors best practices in school districts. The deadline is 
October 31st.  

 
  6. MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott and seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - August 22, 2011 
Executive Meeting   - August 22, 2011 

 
Yeas: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin 
Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky (arrived at 7:40), Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes,  
Mr. Steven Wolcott      

 Abstention: Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia  MOTION CARRIED 
 

  7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
Moved by Mrs. Shanes, seconded by Mr. Kass, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
Mr. Davino reviewed the following items: 
1. AYP which scores general information, all of our schools failed this year due to  
poor test scores of Special Ed students. This information changes dramically year to 
year. 
2. Staff and Student Recognitions: 

Dayton’s, Christopher White received the Yale Educator Award which was 
given to only 4 NJ educators. 
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Gaudineer’s, Stephanie Shack had 23 students chosen for publication by 
Creative Communication. 
 Trevor Abood   “Doing Our Part” 
 Rachel Blau   “Loving Lies” 
 Sam Block   “Love and Inspiration” 
 Megan Carrie   “Friends or Not” 
 Dana Chan   “A True Friend” 
 Olivia Chan   “Family” 
 Beatrice Dimaculangan “Among the Stars” 
 Elizabeth Giambattista “Friendship” 
 Ronald Hoelzel  “The Green Fog” 
 Amy Hom   “Family” 
 Vittoria Iellimo  “Without You” 
 Billy Kasner   “Friendship” 
 Jessica Kopin   “Plastic Bottles, Cans and More” 
 Mary MacDonald  “In the Middle” 
 Christine Margotta  “My Family” 
 Brian Martin   “I Wish To Be …” 
 Drew Meyerhardt  “Recycling” 
 Devin O’Brien   “As Humans…” 
 Christine Podberezniak “Friends” 
 Olivia Resnick   “Best Friend” 
 Johanna Roman  “Dream Travel” 
 Kevin Schweikert  “Bro-Mantic Love” 
 Darian Slattery  “I May Cry From Time to Time” 
 
Athletic Director, Lance Jacobs and the physical education department, have 
introduced a new program, Jumprope for Heart.  Walton School has raised 
$16,000. #1 in Union County, and Caldwell raised $9,000. 2nd place in the 
county. Walton was #5 in the state. 
 
The School Choice program is running smoothly. We were approved by the 
state for 20 students to attend our Collegiate Academy. 10 out of district 
students have been accepted into the 2011-12 school year.  Applications for 
the 2012-2013 school year are now available. 
 

 3. Opening Day of school went well in all five buildings. 
4. Building Usage Request 

 5. Fund Raiser Request 
 6. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
     8. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION ( 8:20 PM) 
 The public had no comments or suggestions regarding the agenda. 
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     9. BILL LIST 
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Shanes, to approve computer checks 
numbered 027260 through 027418 and wire transfer 800083 and for a grand total of 
$2,278,988.26. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

10. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Shanes, to approve the Board Secretary’s 
Report dated June 30, 2011 and that it be received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

11. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Shanes, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated June 30, 2011 and that it be received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     12. TRANSFERS 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Shanes, the approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated.  (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

13. LEGAL CERTIFICATION  
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Shanes, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 
(e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial 
reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials,  move that the 
Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of June 30, 2011 no major account 
or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that 
sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the 
remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment B) 

 
Yeas: Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Scott 
Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. 
Patricia Venezia 

 Abstention: Mr. Anthony Delia    MOTION CARRIED 
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     15. STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      16. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the  
Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve the attached Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment.  
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      17. NEW CURRICULUM 2011-2012 
Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the following curriculum for the 2011 - 2012 school year  
• Introduction to Informational Technology - Grade 8 
• Computer Essentials    - Grade 6 - 8 
• Junior Entrepreneurship    - Grade 6 - 8 
• Financial Mathematics    - High School. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      18. TEXTBOOKS 2011-2012  

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve the following textbook for the 2011 - 2012 school year 
• Foundations of Economics AP 5th Edition 2011, Pearson –  

HS AP Macroeconomics.  
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      19. IDEA 2011-2012 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to apply 
for the revised funds for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B 
(IDEA-B) both basic ($425,989) and preschool ($16,523) FY2012 and to forward to 
the office of Grants & Management Dept. in Trenton, NJ. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     20. NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (NCLB) 2011-2012 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, approval that the 
Superintendent be authorized to submit to the State Department of Education an 
application entitled “No Child Left Behind Act,” Fiscal Year 2012. (NCLB 
FY2012). 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      21. BOARD MEMBER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C1is) 
 
Yeas: Mr. Anthony Delia, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Scott 
Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steven Wolcott,   
Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
Abstention: Mr. Irwin Sablosky    MOTION CARRIED 

 
      22. UNION COUNTY VO-TECH CONTRACT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Kass, approval of the resolution 
authorizing the Springfield Board of Education to enter into an agreement with 
Union County Vocational-Technical Schools for tuition students for the 2011-12 
school year. (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Brian Kass, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mrs. Jacqueline 
Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steven Wolcott, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
 Nays: Mr. Scott Samansky 

 Abstention: Mr. Anthony Delia    MOTION CARRIED 
 
      23. TRANSPORTATION ROUTES 2011-2012 

Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the transportation routes 
and special routes for the 2011 - 2012 school year as on file in the Business Office.  
(Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     24. BUS COMPANIES 
Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the list of transportation 
companies to provide bus service for field trips and for use in emergencies as 
needed.  (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      25. CULINARY ARTS FUNDING 
Moved by Mr. Delia, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval to submit to the Department of Education School Facilities 
that the culinary arts room at JDHS will be funded fully from the operating budget 
of the Springfield Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      26. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (8:35-8:37 PM) 

The following members of the public had questions regarding sports programs and 
the no cut format being followed by both FMG and JDHS - 
 1. Warren Frank 
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  27. NEW BUSINESS 

a. The students and staff at Dayton did an excellent job with Back to School Night. 
PTSO and various clubs were also represented.  
b. The PTA at Gaudineer have not had their first meeting yet 
c. 26 parents attended the September 13th PTA meeting at Sandmeier. The PTA was 
able to provide overhead projectors with the proceeds from various fundraisers. 
Presently they are having bookclub and sweatwear fundraisers. The PTA has created 
their own website tlspta.com. Parents are able to access this website for all PTA 
related events and fundraisers and are also able to make payments through PenPal. 
d. An enthusiastic group of parents attended the first meeting of the Walton PTA 
this week. 
e. The main topic of discussion at the recent Caldwell PTA was the new Anti 
Bullying Law which became effective September 1st. 
f. The Bulldog Auction is scheduled for November 16th with tickets available 
through the PTSO. 
g. An adult co-ed volleyball fundraiser is being offered at Sandmeier on October 6th. 
h. The community is encouraged to attend sporting events to cheer our students on. 
i. Thanks are extended to the Union Board of Education for the use of their football 
field. 

 
      28. ADJOURNMENT (8:50 PM) 
           Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to adjourn the meeting at  
           8:50 PM. 
 
           Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – October 3, 2011 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – October 17, 2011 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
























































