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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING APRIL 8, 2013 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and support 
personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County of 
Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media Center-
First Floor on Monday, April 8, 2013 at 7:17 P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the public 
and the press on January 7, 2013. 
 

  1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Steven Wolcott 

 
      2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steven Wolcott 
Absent: Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein 

 
Also  

 Present:  Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 
     Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resource 
 

  3. CLOSED SESSION (7:18 PM - 7:31 PM) 
Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Friedman, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:”   

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege and Negotiations which are not appropriate 
subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions 
permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 
Chapter 231, it is therefore 
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RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 

 
 Closed Conference Items  

1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
2. Negotiations 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      4. RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION  

 Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Samansky, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

  6. COMMUNICATIONS. 
a. NJSBA 

1. Union County 8th Grade Dialogue and Reception will be held at Hillside 
High School on April 10th at 6:45 PM. 
2. Board member mandated training for Governance I, II, III, IV, dates and 
locations, are available on the NJSBA website for those who still need to 
attend. 
3. School Public Relations Forum will be held on April 26th at 9:00 AM in 
Hamilton. 
4. Effective Board Leadership will be held on April 29th at Perth Amboy High 
School. 
5. Safe and Secure Schools, a parent’s forum, will be held at 6:45 PM on April 
9th at Neptune High School.  
6. Bloomfield High School will be presenting School Boards and Student 
Achievements on April 30th at 6:45 PM. 
7. The submission deadline is June 7th for nominations for Annual School 
Leader Award. 
8. School Board Notes from March 20th and April 3rd. 
9. Reflections from the Executive Director from March 18th, 26th and April 2nd. 

b. NSBA weekly report from March 21st, 28th and April 4th. 
c. GSCS eNet from March 15th, 26th and 28th. 
d. Springfield Library has extended an invitation to a welcoming event for the new 

library director to be held on April 17th at 5 PM. 
e. Thank you notes from Marie Dubeau and Donna Reilly regarding the book donation 

in honor of their grandmother. 
f. Thank you note from Lynne O’Connorregarding the book donation in honor of her 

mother. 
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  7. MINUTES 
Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - March 18, 2013 
Executive Meeting   - March 18, 2013 

 
Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steven Wolcott 
Abstentions: Mr. Scott Samansky 
 
Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to approve the following minutes: 
 

Special Meeting (Public Hearing) - March 22, 2013 
 

Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Scott Samansky  
Abstentions: Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steven Wolcott 

 
   8. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
Mr. Davino presented the following – 
1 Student/Staff Recognitions 

a. Dayton has been nominated by the Montclair Theatre Awards in three 
categories for the fall drama, The Foreigner: 1. Live Music, 2. Sound Design 
and, 3. Supporting Actor – Harris Laufer. 

 b. Girls Tennis – 2012 Mountain Valley Division Champions 
2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 

 4. Fund Raiser Request 
 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
  
       9. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION (7:49 PM) 

There were no questions or comments regarding the agenda or the Superintendent’s 
Report. 

  
      10. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated February 28, 2013 and that it be received and placed on file 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated February 28, 2013 and that it be received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 



DRAFT COPY        SUBJECT TO REVISIONS BY BOARD  

Board of Education Meeting, April 8, 2013 4 

      12. TRANSFERS 
Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, the approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated.  (Attachment A) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 
(e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I move the Board certify 
that to the best of its knowledge as of February 28, 2013 no major account or fund has 
been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are 
available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      14. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment B) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      15. HIB REPORT 

 Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. McLeer, that the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

March 18, 2013. 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED     
 
      16. SUMMER SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to authorize the 
Superintendent of Schools to submit to the Union County Executive Superintendent of 
Schools an application for approval to operate summer school for Summer, 2013. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED     

 
      17. JOB DESCRIPTION INVESTIGATIVE OFFICER 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached job description.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED     

 
      18. BLEACHER FUNDING FOR DAYTON  

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval to submit to the Department of Education School Facilities 
that the bleachers for the JDHSAF project 2010-12 at JDHS will be funded fully from 
the bond proceeds provided by the Township of Springfield. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      19. CERTIFICATE OF PAYMENT # 8 ROCHELLE CONTRACTING 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #8 in the amount of $117,591.97 to Rochelle Contracting Co., Inc., Landing, 
NJ for project number 2012-10. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      20. CERTIFICATE OF PAYMENT #9 ROCHELLE CONTRACTING 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #9 in the amount of $368,571.14 to Rochelle Contracting Co., Inc., Landing, 
NJ for project number 2012-10.(Attachment D1) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      21. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR GAUDINEER GRANT 
Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval the Delegation of 
Authority to School Business Administrator for supervision of the School Facilities 
Project at Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School for DOE Project # 5000-060-10-
1003, SDA Project # 5000-050-10-G0SN and Grant # G5-4549. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      22. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR SANDMEIER GRANT 
Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval the Delegation of 
Authority to School Business Administrator for supervision of the School Facilities 
Project at Thelma Sandmeier Elementary School for DOE Project # 5000-090-10-
1005, SDA Project # 5000-090-10-G0SP and Grant # G5-4551. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      23. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (7:52 – 8:00 PM) 
The following members of the public had comments regarding the Aramark cafeteria 
workers negotiations: 
 Carolyn Coleman   Margarita Ferreira 
 Angie Antonio    Megan Chambers 
 Theresa Green 
 

      24. NEW BUSINESS 
a. The Superintendent from Union County Educational Services Commission will be 
retiring. 
b. Spring sports, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Track have had a great start to their 
2013 season.  
c. Sandmeier PTA will hold their meeting tomorrow evening and Caldwell PTA has 
canceled their meeting.  
d. Caldwell PTA will be hosting their annual basketball/volleyball staff against the fire 
and police departments this Friday night. 
e. Gaudineer’s PTA will meet on April 26th. 
f. Walton’s PTA will meet on April 24th. 
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     25. ADJOURNMENT (8:03 PM) 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to adjourn the meeting at  
8:03 PM. 

 
           Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – April 22, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – May 6, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 




























