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SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Springfield, New Jersey 
REGULAR MEETING MARCH 4, 2013 

 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s certificated and support 
personnel are among the best in their fields. 
 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery of 
child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS ARE 
FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the County of 
Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional Media Center-
First Floor on Monday, March 4, 2013 at 7:20 P.M. 
 
President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting to be given to the public 
and the press on January 7, 2013. 
 

  1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Steven Wolcott 

 
      2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes,  
Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steven Wolcott 

 
Also  

 Present:  Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent 
     Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resource 
 

  3. CLOSED SESSION (7:21 PM - 7:27 PM) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to suspend the rules of the order 
of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session for the 
reasons contained in the following resolution:”   

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege and Negotiations which are not appropriate 
subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions 
permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 
Chapter 231, it is therefore 
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RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by this 
Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be made 
available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons for non-
disclosure no longer exist.” 

 
 Closed Conference Items  

1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
2. Negotiations 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      4. RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION  

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Friedman, approval to reconvene to the 
Regular Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

  6. COMMUNICATIONS. 
a. NJSBA 

1. Union County -  “8th Grade Dialogue and Reception” will be held at Hillside 
High School on April 10th at 6:45 PM. 
2. Board member mandated training for Governance I, II, III, IV, dates and 
locations, are available on the NJSBA website. 
3.Morris County – “School Finance” will be on April 4th in Rockaway 
Township. 
4. “School Leadership During a Crisis – Lessons learned from Hurricane 
Sandy” will be held on March 22nd in Trenton. 
5. “Safe and Secure Schools, a parent’s forum”, will be held at 7:00 PM on 
March 27th at Paramus High School.  
6. School Board Notes from February 21st and 27th. 
7. Reflections from the Executive Director from February 19th and 26th. 

b. NSBA weekly report from February 21st and 28th. 
c. GSCS eNet from February 28th. 
d. GSCS Spring Leadership Conference will be held on Rutgers’ Douglass Campus on 

April 10th from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. 
e. Applications for the fall School Board Election are available at the Union County 

Board of Elections and on the NJSBA website. They must be in the County office 
by 4:00 PM on June 4th. 

 
  7. MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - February 18, 2013 
Executive Meeting   - February 18, 2013 
 

Yeas: Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Scott Samansky,  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mr. Steven Wolcott 
Abstentions: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mrs. Patricia Venezia 
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   8. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Friedman, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
Mr. Davino presented the following – 
1. 2013-2014 Tentative Budget Presentation 
2. 2012-13 Progress Targets Action Plan 
3. Student/Staff Recognitions 
4. PARRC information 
5. Update Dayton Athletic Field construction and Tree Top Property remediation 
6. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
7. Building Usage Request 

 8. Fund Raiser Request 
 9. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
  
       9. FIRST PUBLIC SESSION (9:23 PM) 

There were no questions or comments regarding the agenda or the Superintendent’s 
Report. 

  
      10. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated January 31, 2013 and that it be received and placed on file 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      11. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated January 31, 2013 and that it be received and placed on file. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      12. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Samansky, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 
(e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly financial reports 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I move the Board certify 
that to the best of its knowledge as of January 31, 2013 no major account or fund has 
been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are 
available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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     13. 2013-2014 TENTATIVE BUDGET 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mr. Samansky, approval of the attached 
resolution authorizing the submission to the Union County Executive Superintendent 
of Schools the tentative 2013-2014 School District Budget of $37,725,203.00   and 
authorize the administration to make necessary adjustments and post legal notices as 
set forth in N.J.S.A. 18A and N.J.A.C. Title 6 and 6A. (Attachment A) 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     14. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the   
Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment. 
(Attachment B) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     15. STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     16. SPECIAL SERVICES PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     17. HIB REPORT 
 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, that the Board of Education 

affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 
February 18, 2013 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED     
     
     18. OUT OF STATE FIELD TRIP 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 
• Alternatives Club – East Stroudsburg, PA (May 1 – May 2, 2013). 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     19. NON PUBLIC TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to approve Nonpublic Technology Initiative Program 
Agreement for participating schools located within the district. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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     20. PUBLIC HEARING 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Friedman, to approve that March 22, 2013 
at 9:00 A.M. be established as the date and time for the Annual Budget Hearing 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     21. FMG 2012-2013 PROGRESS TARGET ACTION PLAN 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the FMG 2012-2013 
Progress Target Action Plan as presented by the Superintendent with the caveat that 
the Board takes issue with the accuracy and efficacy of the data provided by the state 
as evidenced by the fact that the number of test scores reported by the state differ 
significantly from the total number of tests actually taken and reported by the state's 
testing company, Measurement Data Inc.  I further move that the Board direct the 
Superintendent to inform the state of the Board's concern about posting incomplete and 
inaccurate data to the public and request that the state provide complete and accurate 
data for posting and that the administration post an explanation of the data 
discrepancies along with the Progress Target Action Plan to the extent the state fails to 
provide such complete and accurate data. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     22. CERTIFICATE OF PAYMENT #7 
Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #7 in the amount of $19,875.59 to Rochelle Contracting Co., Inc., Landing, 
NJ for project number 2012-10. (Attachment E) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     23. ENERGY AUDIT AWARD 
Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve CHA Consulting, Inc. as the firm to perform an LGEA 
Energy Audit at the proposed amount of $22,859. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     24. TREE TOP PROPERTY 
Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, approval of the attached resolution regarding its vacant property 
owned. (Attachment G) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

     25. SECOND PUBLIC SESSION (9:32 PM) 
There were no suggestions or concerns from the public at this time. 
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     26. NEW BUSINESS 

a. The Dayton musical 9 to 5 will be presented March 14th thru the 16th. 
b. Boys Basketball will compete in the sectional finals, G1, N2 on Tuesday March 5th 
at Dayton.  
c. Girls Basketball lost to the #1 seed, Secaucus, in the sectional semi finals on 
Saturday.  
d. The Balboni brothers, took titles in the District and Regional matches and will both 
be competing in Atlantic City at the State Championship Tournament this weekend. 
e. The Ice Hockey team won 7 games this year, and in comparison last year had huge 
gains. 
f. If you are unable to attend your assigned PTA meeting, please try and find a 
replacement. 
g. If requested, budget presentations will be made at upcoming PTA meetings.  
 

     27. OLD BUSINESS 
a. The Junior class would like to extend their gratitude to Mr. Davino for his help in 
preparing for the pasta dinner prior to the February 26th basketball game. 

   
     28. ADJOURNMENT (9:45 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to adjourn the meeting at  
9:45 PM. 

 
           Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – March 18, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Public Hearing – March 22, 2013 at 9:00 AM in the IMC at JDHS 
 
 
 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Matthew A. Clarke 
      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


























