
DRAFT COPY               SUBJECT TO BD APPROVAL      DRAFT COPY   

Board of Education Meeting May 19, 2014 1 

SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
MAY 19, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, May 19, 2014 at 7:20 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 6, 2014. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Hector Munoz, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mr. Scott Silverstein,  
Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 
      2. CLOSED SESSION (7:21 PM – 7:35 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege, which are not appropriate subjects to be 
discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions permitted to 
be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 Chapter 231, 
it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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 Closed Conference Items  

1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      3. RECONVENE  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval to reconvene 
the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA 
Workshop 2014 (100th Anniversary) in Atlantic City will be Oct 28th - 
30th. 
Webinar on June 4th hosted by Microsoft on Technology Savings for K-12 
Education 
Legislative Day will at the Lafayette Yard Hotel in Trenton on June 5th 
from 9 -2. 

 2014 School Law Forum will be held at NJPSA in Monroe Township, 
 9 AM – 3:30 PM on June 
 Mandated Training dates and times are now available for registration. 
 Reflections from Executive Director May 7th and 15th. 
 School Board Notes May 7th and 14th. 
2. GSCS eNet from May 8th and 16th. 
3. GSCS will hold their 23rd Annual Meeting on May 28th at Jamesburg. 
4. NSBA weekly reports from May 15th. 
5. QSAC certification from NJ Department of Education was received on May 7th. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Donner, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - May 5, 2014 
Executive Session   - May 5, 2014 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented 
1. Student/Staff Recognitions 

a. JDHS Chorale performed Landslide at the Union County Teen Arts 
Showcase on May 14th.  On May 15th the FMG Choir and the JDHS 
Chorale performed their spring concert, MusicFest, at JDHS. 
b. The American Heart Association sent a note acknowledging our 3 
elementary schools for their dedication and commitment to Jump Rope for 
Heart. 
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2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 

 4. Fund Raiser Request 
 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (7:48 PM) 

At this time there were no questions or concerns/comments regarding items on the 
Agenda. 

   
       9. BILL LIST  

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve computer checks 
numbered 033050 through 033158 and wire transfers 800115, 888090, 888091, 
888092, and 999222 for a total of $2,387,533.42 minus voided check numbers 
032735 and 032970 in the amount of $237.93, for a grand total of $2,387,295.49. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     10. TRANSFERS 

Moved by Mr. McLeer, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, the approval of the transfer of 
funds from and to the following line item accounts as designated. 
(Attachment A) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     11. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment B)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
     12. SUMMER HIRING PROCEDURE 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, approval for the  
Superintendent to hire staff between meetings in July and August, with the Board 
of Education affirming such hiring by public vote at the earliest possible meeting. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIE 

 
      13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      14. SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve Special Education 
request for Related Services/Placements on the attachment. 
(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      15. HIB REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, the Board of Education 
affirms the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting: 

May 5, 2014 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      16. STUDENT TEACHER 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2014-2015 school year.  (Attachment E) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      17. FIELD TRIP TO COSTA RICA 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 
• Service Learning, Conservation Project, Wildlife (JDHS) – Trip to the 

Country of Costa Rica  
(July 18, 2015 – July 25, 2015) 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      18. BILINGUAL/ESL DISTRICT PLAN 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, that the Board of Education approve The Bilingual/ESL 
District 3-Year Program Plan. 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
  19. COP #16 ROCHELLE CONTRACTING CO 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of the Certificate 
for Payment #16 in the amount of $50,387.68 to Rochelle Contracting Co., Inc., 
Landing, NJ for project number 2012-10. (Attachment F) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      20. MORRIS UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION SWIMMING POOL 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to authorize the 
Board President to execute a contract with Morris Union Jointure Commission, 
New Providence, NJ for use of swimming pool for practices and games during the 
2014-2015 season, at a fee not to exceed $7,750. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      21. UNION COUNTY ED SERVICES TRANSPORTATION  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to participate in coordinated transportation 
agreements hosted by the Union County Educational Services Commission for the 
2014-2015 school year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      22. MORRIS UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION TRANSPORTATION 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to participate in coordinated transportation 
agreements hosted by the Morris Union Jointure Commission for the 2014-2015 
school year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

      23. MORRIS UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval authorizing the 
Springfield Board of Education to contract for vehicle maintenance agreement 
hosted by the Morris Union Jointure Commission for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

  
      24. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR SANDMEIER ROOFING PROJECT 

 Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-090-14-1011-G04 - Thelma Sandmeier Elementary 
School – Partial Reroofing (Local Share - $612,780, State Share $408,520). 
 

 - Local Share funding from  – Capital Reserve Account ($1,080,807) 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      25. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR WALTON ROOFING PROJECT  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-050-14-1006-G04 - Edward V. Walton Elementary 
School – Reroofing (Local Share - $238,372 State Share $158,914) 

 
 - Local Share funding from  – Capital Reserve Account ($1,080,807) 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      26. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR JDHS PROJECT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-010-14-1001-G04 – Jonathan Dayton High School – 
Telephone & VM, and Security (Local Share - $109,049, State Share $72,700) 
 
- Local Share funding from  – Capital Outlay Account ($260,000) 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      27. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR WALTON SECURITY PROJECT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-050-14-1005-G04 – Edward V. Walton Elementary 
School – Security Cams (Local Share - $8,869, State Share $5,912) 
 
- Local Share funding from  – Capital Outlay Account ($260,000) 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      28. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR GAUDINEER PROJECT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-060-14-1008-G04 – Florence M. Gaudineer Middle 
School – Generator & Security (Local Share - $84,613, State Share $56,409) 
 
- Local Share funding from  – Capital Outlay Account ($260,000) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      29. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR CALDWELL PROJECT 

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-070-14-1010-G04 – James Caldwell Elementary 
School – Sprinkler, PA & Security (Local Share - $19,360, State Share 
$12,906) 

 
- Local Share funding from  – Capital Outlay Account ($260,000) 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      30. ROD IV DESIGNATION OF FUNDS FOR SANDMEIER SECURITY  

Moved by Mrs. Cornelison, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following local funds to be used for the 
following ROD IV Grant: 

- State Project No. 5000-090-14-1013-G04 – Thelma Sandmeier Elementary 
School – Security (Local Share - $7,588, State Share $5,058).” 

 
- Local Share funding from  – Capital Outlay Account ($260,000) 

 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      31. NJ STATE INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. McLeer, at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, to approve membership in the New Jersey State Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (NJSIAA) for the 2014-2015 school year at an annual dues 
fee of $2,150. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
32. PUBLIC SESSION (7:51-9:29 PM) 

The following members of the public had questions or comments regarding 
creating an additional athletic program offering at JDHS within 2-3 years, a boys 
lacrosse team: 
 Jeff Kaeschaeffer  Robert Spinner 
 Chad Rubin   Marie Madden 
 Ted Stampoulus  Mike Dzikowski 
 Danielle McLeer      
And the following students voiced their comments regarding starting a lacrosse 
program at JDHS in the future: 
 Jack Rubin   Ian McLeer 
 Molly McLeer   Adam Cohen 
 Brandon Neely  Selim Capollo 
 

      33. NEW BUSINESS 
1. The Senior Awards Program at Dayton is May 29th. 
2. Varsity baseball has advanced to the 2nd round in the State Group 1 Section 2 
tournament 
3. Varsity softball has advanced to the 2nd round in the State Group 1 Section 2 
tournament 
4. Dayton will be holding a mandatory Prom meeting for parents of students 
attending the prom on Wednesday, May 20th. 
5. REMINDER - June 20th is the last day of school. 
6. BOE members were reminded to complete the Superintendent’s evaluation 
upon receipt of the document from NJSBA. 
7. Policy committee will meet prior to the next BOE meeting – June 2nd  
8. The last PTA meeting of TLS is this Wednesday. 
9. The TLS Music Program is Thursday, May 29th  
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34. SUPPORT OF A RESOLUTUION TO ELIMINATE CAPs FOR 
SUPERINTENDENT’S (New Motion) 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Wolcott, to approve the following 
resolution - 

RESOLUTION 
Supporting A-2930/S-1987 

(Eliminates Superintendent Salary Cap) 
 

WHEREAS, in February 2011, the Commissioner of Education adopted 
regulations imposing a cap on the salaries of chief school administrators based on 
the enrollment of the district in which the administrator serves; and 

 
WHEREAS, the cap on superintendent salaries is unnecessary since the 2 percent 
property tax levy cap, the statutory limitation on administrative spending growth, 
regulations adopted pursuant to the School District Accountability Act, and 
Executive County Superintendent review of employment contracts protect the 
public’s and taxpayers’ interests by providing sufficient controls on 
superintendent compensation; and  

 
WHEREAS, one of the most important responsibilities of a board of education is 
the hiring of a highly-qualified chief school administrator, who is critical in 
implementing the educational goals, vision and direction of the community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board is concerned that, based on published reports,  the salary 
cap has a negative impact on the quality, stability and continuity of public 
education in school districts due to high turnover rates, increased use of interim 
superintendents, and a decline in the experience level of candidates for 
superintendent positions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the application of the salary cap only to the superintendent and not to 
other positions has the potential to create long-term negative consequences on 
educational quality in this State by providing disincentives for school leaders to 
strive toward the goal of leading districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill No. 2930, co-sponsored by Assemblyman Patrick 
Diegnan and Assemblywoman Mila Jasey, and Senate Bill No. 1987, sponsored 
by Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, would prohibit the Department of Education from 
regulating the maximum salary a school district may pay its superintendent.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Board of 
Education supports and urges the passage of Assembly Bill No. 2930 and Senate 
Bill No. 1987; and be it further  

 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to each member of 
the 21st legislative district delegation, the Speaker of the General Assembly, the 
President of the State Senate, the Governor of the State of New Jersey, the Chairs 
of the Assembly and Senate Education Committees, and the New Jersey School 
Boards Association.  

 
  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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35. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Samansky, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to adjourn the 
organizational meeting at 9:49 PM. and move on to the regular meeting. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Regular Meeting – June 2, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – June 16, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
 

 
 

                                                                      ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

    
 






























