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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
JANUARY 6, 2014 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, January 6, 2014 at 7:20 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 7, 2013. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

Board President, Mr. Steve Wolcott, called the meeting to order. 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Steven Friedman,  
Mr. Dermot McLeer, Mr. Scott Samansky (left meeting at 8:14 PM),  
Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes, Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia,  
Mr. Steve Wolcott 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
     Mr. Vito Gagliardi, Board Attorney (arrived at 8:25 PM) 
 
       2. CLOSED SESSION (7:21 PM – 7:37 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to suspend the rules of 
the order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference 
session for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege and Personnel which are not appropriate 
subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions 
permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 
Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 2. Personnel 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   
 

3. RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION TO REORGANIZATION 
MEETING 

 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to reconvene the 
Reorganization Meeting Agenda of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Return from Reorganization Meeting Agenda –  
New President, Jacqueline Shanes & New Vice President – Scott Silverstein 

 
      4. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA  
 School Board Notes from December 18th, 23rd & 31st. 
 New Board Member Oreintation dates and times. 
 Next meeting of the Union County SBA is February 12th. 
2. GSCS e-Net from December 20th. 
3. NSBA weekly report from December 19th. 
4. Resolutions from 4 public school districts requesting full funding for new State 
mandates as it concerns to the New Teacher Evaluation model. 

 
      5. MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting    - December 16, 2013 
Executive Meeting    - December 16, 2013 

 
Yeas: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott, 
 Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes   
Abstention: Mr. Scott Donner, Mr. Scott Silverstein   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. McLeer, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
1.Earlier today, Mr. Scott Donner received in accordance with Board Policy his 
new Board Member oreintation.  
2. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
3. Building Usage Request 
4. Fund Raisers 

 5. Fieldtrip Request 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   
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       8. PUBLIC SESSION (7:56 PM) 

The public had no questions or concerns at this time regarding the Agenda or the 
Superintendents Report. 
  

       9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated November 30, 2013, and that it be received and placed 
on file. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
      10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated November 30, 2013, and that it be received and placed on file 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mrs. Venezia, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of November 30, 2013, 
no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 

  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 
      12. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment A)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development. (Attachment B) 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED         

 
      14. HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, for the Board of Education 
to affirm the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting 
with the exception of HIB Report JDHS #1311: 

December 16, 2013 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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      15. OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

 Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following overnight field trip – 

• Model UN – Boston, MA (February 20 – February 23, 2014). 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

      16. STUDENT TEACHERS 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2013 – 2014 school year.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
17. SEMI WAIVER 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following resolution regarding a waiver for 
participating in SEMI: 

Resolution 
Waiver of Requirements 

Special Education Medicare Initiative  (SEMI) Program 
Whereas, NJAC 6A:23A-5.3 provides that a school district may request a waiver 
of compliance with respect to the district’s participation in the Special Education 
Medicare Initiative (SEMI) Program for the 2013-14, and  
 
 Whereas, the Springfield Board of Education desires to apply for this waiver due 
to the fact that it projects having fewer than 40 Medicaid eligible classified 
students.  
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Springfield Board of Education hereby 
authorizes the Chief School Administrator to submit to the Executive County 
Superintendent of Schools in the County of Union an appropriate waiver of the 
requirements of NJAC 6A23A-5.3 for the 2013-14 school year.” 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      18. COP # 3 MICHAEL MALPERE CO. INC. 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #3 in the amount of $127,036.80 to Michael Malpere Co., Inc., 
Cranford, NJ for project number 2013-01. (Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      19. CHANGE ORDER #3 MICHAEL MALPERE CO. INC. 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of Change Order #2 
in the amount of ($0.00) to Michael Malpere Co., Inc., Cranford, NJ for project 
number 2013-01. (Attachment D1)     
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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     20. REMOVAL OF OBSOLETE TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval that the Springfield 
Board of Education identified as surplus property the attached list of obsolete 
technology equipment and to authorize Spruce IT Asset Recovery (Allentown, 
PA) to take away and dispose of said equipment at no cost to the District.  
(Attachment E) 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
 

      21. PUBLIC SESSION (7:58 – 8:05 PM) 
The following members of the public had questions or comments regarding 
continuing Township and BOE collaboration and the pledge of allegiance: 
 Richard Huber (Mayor) 

Gail Donner 
 

      22. NEW BUSINESS 
1. The Board and Superintendent vetted the possibility of another inclement 
weather day before the next Board meeting and potentially losing the ability to 
open on the next holiday in the school calendar to offset such an occurrence.  The 
Board moved the following motion – 
 

23. MLK AS ADDITIONAL SNOW DAY 
Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, approval authorizing Mr. 
Davino to require the Martin Luther King holiday be designated as a school day 
should another snow day be used between now and January 17, 2014. 
 

 Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
 

24. OLD BUSINESS 
1. The recent performances for the FMG Musical were outstanding and enjoyed 
by all. 

 2. Irwin Sablosky was thanked for his years of service on the board. 
3. Committee Assignments request form will be distributed tomorrow.  Please 
complete and return to Mrs. Shanes and Mr. Silverstein for their final 
appointments. 
4. Mrs. Shanes presented a plaque to outgoing board president, Steve Wolcott, 
and thanked him for his commitment to the staff and students of Springfield. 

 
25. BOARD MEMBER ETHICS TRAINING 
  Presented by Mr. Vito Gagliardi, Board attorney.  
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26. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Wolcott, seconded by Mr. Silverstein, to adjourn the regular 
meeting at 8:47 PM.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1  Regular Meeting – January 27, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – February 3, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

 
                                                                     ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


































