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 SPRINGFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION    
DECEMBER 2, 2013 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Springfield Board of Education is committed to providing high quality, efficient 
educational programs through which all students achieve the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Contents Standards.  Every effort is made to ensure that the district’s 
certificated and support personnel are among the best in their fields. 
The staff and Board of Education are dedicated to maintaining excellence in the delivery 
of child-centered educational programs.  Very simply stated, in Springfield…SCHOOLS 
ARE FOR KIDS! 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Springfield in the 
County of Union, New Jersey, was held at the Jonathan Dayton High School Instructional 
Media Center-First Floor on Monday, December 2, 2013 at 7:17 P.M. 
 

President’s Statement: Pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, 
Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, the Board Secretary caused notice of the meeting 
to be given to the public and the press on January 7, 2013. 

 
  1.   CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board President, Mr. Steve Wolcott 
 

Present: Mrs. Robin Cornelison, Mr. Steven Friedman, Mr. Dermot McLeer,  
Mr. Irwin Sablosky, Mr. Scott Samansky, Mrs. Jacqueline Shanes,  
Mr. Scott Silverstein, Mrs. Patricia Venezia, Mr. Steve Wolcott 
 
Also Present:   

   Mr. Michael Davino, Superintendent  
   Mr. Matthew Clarke, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

     Mrs. Ellyn Atherton, Director of Human Resources 
 
       2. CLOSED SESSION (7:18 PM – 7:35 PM) 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Sablosky, to suspend the rules of the 
order of business of the Regular Meeting and adjourn to closed conference session 
for the reasons contained in the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 
“WHEREAS the Board of Education must discuss subjects concerning matters 
protected by Attorney/Client privilege and Personnel which are not appropriate 
subjects to be discussed in a public meeting and which are within the exemptions 
permitted to be discussed and acted upon in private session pursuant to P.L. 1975 
Chapter 231, it is therefore 

 
RESOLVED that the aforesaid subjects shall be discussed in private session by 
this Board and the administrative staff and information pertaining thereto will be 
made available to the public as soon thereafter as possible and once the reasons 
for non-disclosure no longer exist. 
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 Closed Conference Items  
1. Matters protected by Attorney/Client privilege 

 2. Personnel 
 

Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   
 
      3. RECONVENE  

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, approval to reconvene 
the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education. 
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED 

 
 4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
      5. COMMUNICATIONS  

1. NJSBA School Board Notes from November 20th.  
2. NSBA weekly report from November 21st. 
3. GSCS e-Net from November 19th. 
4. Gaudineer students will present The Music Man Jr. at 7:30 PM on December 
13th & 14th in the Halsey Auditorium at Dayton. 
5. Berkeley Township has passed a resolution seeking full funding for new state 
mandates which increased minimum observations of teachers, training, tracking 
and additional supplies. 

 
      6. MINUTES 

A. Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to approve the 
following minutes: 

Regular Meeting   - November 18, 2013 
Executive Meeting   - November 18, 2013 
 

Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED 
 
      7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mr. Samansky, to accept and approve the 
Superintendent’s Report as presented: 
1. Student/Staff Recognitions  

  District Holiday Greeting Card Winners Presentation: 
EDWARD V. WALTON SCHOOL    
Gwen Howard, Art Teacher 
Ella Myers – PreK    Tejas Bharadhi – 1st Grade 
Christian Zarate – PreK   Victor Zehirov – 1st Grade 
Aidan Caravetta – Kindergarten  Caitlyn Del Duca – 2nd Grade   
Brayden Glass – Kindergarten  Mahrukh Khizar – 2nd Grade 

 
JAMES CALDWELL SCHOOL          THELMA  SANDMEIER SCHOOL 
Kim Noto, Art Teacher   Kim Noto, Art Teacher 
Paul Gin – 3rd Grade    Jason Calderon – 3rd Grade 
Sofia Salcfas, 4th Grade   Lindsey Cornelison – 4th Grade 
Aiden Forys – 5th Grade   Jah-hanna Walker – 5th Grade 
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FLORENCE M. GAUDINEER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Leonard Gabriel, Art Teacher 
Mary-Anne D’Angelo – 6th Grade  Stacy Knyazyeva – 7th Grade 
Jordyn Engel – 6th Grade   Adam Kaunfer – 8th Grade 
Romy Eckert – 7th Grade   Samantha Rachel – 8th Grade 

 
JONATHAN DAYTON HIGH SCHOOL 
Steve Di Gangi, Industrial Arts Teacher and Barbara Delikaris, Art Teacher 
Rebecca Serviss – Grade 10    Saverio Salcfas – Grade 10 
Jamie Syrydynski – Grade 11          Isabelle D’Angelo – Grade 12 
Zachary Blanco – Grade 12                David Harris – Grade 12 
Emanuel Ofodike – Grade 12           Amber Sealy – Grade 12 
2. Our Technology Dept is assisting the State with incorporating technology into 
the curriculum and technology based instruction. Video by our students showing 
the impact technology has had on education has been provided as a sample. 

 3. A reading program utilizing books on an iPod Shuffle 
4. HIB Report (The Board will go into closed session at the end of the meeting if 
specific clarification is needed.) 
5. Building Usage Request 
6. Fund Raisers 

 7. Fieldtrip Request 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
       8. PUBLIC SESSION (8:13 PM) 

The public had no questions or concerns at this time regarding the Agenda or the 
Superintendents Report. 
  

       9. BOARD SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the Board 
Secretary’s Report dated October 31, 2013, and that it be received and placed on 
file. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
      10. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report dated October 31, 2013, and that it be received and placed on file 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.  MOTION CARRIED   

 
      11. LEGAL CERTIFICATION 

Moved by Mr. Sablosky, seconded by Mrs. Cornelison, Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6:20-2.13 (e) and after review of the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s monthly 
financial reports and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, I 
move the Board certify that to the best of its knowledge as of October 31, 2013, 
no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-
2.13 (b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial 
obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 
 

  Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 
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      12. PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the appointment of personnel on the attachment.  
(Attachment A)  
 
Yeas: Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
      13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the attached personnel travel for Professional 
Development. (Attachment B) 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED         

 
      14. HIB REPORT 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, for the Board of Education 
to affirm the HIB Report previously presented at the following Board meeting 
with the exception of HIB Report JDHS #1311: 

November 18, 2013 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      15. REVISED CURRICULUM 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the following course revision in the program of 
studies for the 2013 - 2014 school year – 
• DCA Writing and Research Lab    - High School 
• DCA US History Honors Writing Lab   - High School 
• DCA AP English Literature Writing Lab   - High School 
• Botany       - High School 
• College Algebra      - High School. 

 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
16. NEW CURRICULUM 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, at the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, approval of the Jonathan Dayton High School Program of 
Studies for the 2014-2015 school year: 

      a) New Courses 
      b) Change in Courses 

     c) All Programs as Written 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      17. STUDENT TEACHERS 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, to approve the attached list 
of Student Teachers for the 2013 – 2014 school year.  (Attachment C) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   
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      18. COP # 2 MICHAEL MALPERE CO. INC. 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval of the Certificate for 
Payment #2 in the amount of $56,340.00 to Michael Malpere Co., Inc., Cranford, 
NJ for project number 2013-01.(Attachment D) 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      19. MUSIC ROOM FLOOR BID REJECTION 

Moved by Mr. Friedman, seconded by Mr. McLeer, approval to reject all bids, 
project number SBOE 1306, for Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School Music 
Room Floor from all bidders as set in the following resolution: (Attachment E) 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, there is planned a project to perform certain improvements at the 
Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School music room; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public advertisement for such construction services took place and 
a bid opening was duly held on November 13, 2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bid prices submitted by the bidders appear unreasonable and 
exceed the funds currently available for the project. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the aforementioned bids be and 
hereby are rejected pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-22(b); and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Administrator be and hereby is 
authorized to conduct another advertisement and solicitation for bids, and, in 
consultation with the Board engineer and counsel, make appropriate revisions to 
the bid specifications to favorably impact bid prices. 
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED   

 
      20. PUBLIC SESSION (8:18 PM) 

The public had no questions or concerns at this time.  
 

      21. NEW BUSINESS 
1. The first Ice Hockey game is Friday December 6th at 9 PM. 
2. Fall sports award is Wednesday, December 4th at 7 PM. 

 
22. NEW BUSINESS - RESOLUTION REGARDING EMPLOYEE RG 
 

Moved by Mr. Silverstein, seconded by Mrs. Shanes, approval of the following 
resolution regarding employee identified as R.G. 

 
RESOLUTION 

  WHEREAS, an employee of the Board who shall be identified as R.G. 
recently has shown evidence of deviation from normal, physical and/or mental 
health; 
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  WHEREAS, the Administration has conveyed its concerns directly to 

R.G.; and 
 
  WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools 

that the employee should undergo screening, which will determine	
  assessment	
  of	
  
the	
  ability	
  to	
  perform	
  the	
  essential	
  functions	
  of	
  the	
  employee’s	
  job, the results of 
which shall be reported to the Board, with the confidentiality required by law, 

 
  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

18A:16-2, said employee shall submit to the requisite screening prior to, during 
and/or after the return to work at the discretion and direction of the 
Superintendent of Schools; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED	
  that,	
  said	
  employee	
  will	
  return	
  to	
  work	
  upon	
  
direction	
  from	
  the	
  Superintendent;	
  and	
  

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent of Schools should 

bring this matter back to the Board when and if further action is deemed 
appropriate. 

 
23. OLD BUSINESS 

1. The Board will gather for its annual holiday dinner at Sophia’s on Tuesday, 
December 17th at 6:30 PM. 

 
24. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. McLeer seconded by Mrs. Venezia, to adjourn the regular meeting 
at 8:34 PM.  
 
Yeas:  Unanimous by all Members present.   MOTION CARRIED 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Regular Meeting – December 16, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Re-Organization Meeting – January 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 
2. Regular Meeting – January 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the IMC at JDHS 

 
 
                                                                     ____________________________ 
                                                                      Matthew A. Clarke 
                                                                      Business Administrator/Board Secretary 




















