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Pittsburgh is Dying.
Can Anything be Done to Save it?

An opinion piece by Russell Fenton
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Perhaps the most quintessential encapsulation of
Pittsburgh is the view from the top of Mount Washington.
The skyline, the iconic yellow bridges, and the confluence
of the three rivers help to form a breathtaking sight of my
hometown. For Pittsburghers, the city’s skyline inspires
an intense feeling of pride. Our city makes up such a
significant part of our collective identity that we even
associate its immutable objects with our own sense of self.
While this uniquely fierce passion benefits the city when
it comes to cheering on the Steelers or Penguins, it also
foments stubbornness when criticisms are levied against the
city. Even the most brilliant doctor cannot treat a patient
who refuses to acknowledge their illness, and therein lies
Pittsburgh’s fatal flaw. The same pride that distinguishes
it from its peer cities primarily contributes to its ongoing
downfall.

In the late 1800s, the Second Industrial Revolution took
hold in the United States. Mass manufacturing became a
focal point of the American economy, with demand soaring
for coal, steel, and automobiles. As a result, metropolitan
areas throughout the Midwest and Great Lakes region
thrived, but none as greatly as Pittsburgh. In the half-
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century following the steel industry’s boom, the city’s
population grew by more than one thousand percent,
but macroeconomic conditions were ripe for a disastrous
collapse. Within these cities, a select few firms dominated
each industry. This allowed each firm to act as a monopoly
in the labor market, hiring workers at a wage far less than
what would be acceptable in a competitive market. Thus,
when the recessions of the 1970s took hold and free trade
policies were adopted, American manufacturing was left
in shambles, leaving Rust Belt cities in a dismal state. From
there, it only got worse, and over the following decades, the
area would lose vast swaths of its working-age population.
Detroit and Cleveland are famously known for their
respective falls from grace, but the damage was far more
pronounced in smaller cities; for example, Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, experienced a 71% decline in its population,
and Youngstown, Ohio, has lost more than 60% of its
residents. As such, Rust Belt metropolitan areas, large and
small, have been plagued by crime, urban decay, and drug
addiction.

In comparison, Pittsburgh looks like a model example
of mitigating these negative consequences. Though the



Pittsburgh, continued...

region has fallen from its peak population, it has been
remarkably resilient. Between 1970 and 1990, the area lost
158,000 jobs in the manufacturing sector, a devastating
blow to a city of any size, and even moreso for a mid-sized
one like Pittsburgh. However, it has added nearly 50,000
new jobs in the novel tech sector since companies like
Google, Uber, and Duolingo have established themselves in
the city. Meanwhile, as the cost of living has soared in many
other urban areas, Pittsburgh has remained among the most
affordable cities in the United States. Under this facade,
though, lies the uncomfortable truth; the city is, and has
been, in the midst of a long, painful decline.
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The first and most telling sign is found the Pittsburgh
Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) demographic trends.
After reaching a peak population of about 2.8 million
in the 1960s, the MSA has consistently lost residents.
Even as some suburban areas in Allegheny County have
thrived, the collar counties are facing existential crises.
With the exception of Washington, Butler, and Allegheny
Counties, which all saw small growth, every county in the
Pittsburgh area saw a population decline. This is indicative
of an unhealthy city; in comparable Midwestern cities like
Indianapolis and Columbus, both their city proper and
MSA populations have experienced substantial growth.
In Indianapolis, its collar counties have actually outpaced
the city itself in growth in recent years. The same can
not be said for Pittsburgh, putting it in poor company;
of the largest Midwestern cities, only one other city has
experienced negative population growth in at least three
of its primary collar counties: Detroit. Even Cleveland,
notorious for its state of economic malaise, has only one
collar county with negative growth; Pittsburgh has six.

Pittsburgh’s problems go beyond demographic trends,
however. Much has been made of the city’s decades-long
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effort to clean up its environment, and it is true that
conditions have vastly improved over the course of the past
half century. Still, Pittsburgh has some of the poorest air
quality ratings in the United States. The Pittsburgh MSA

is ranked 6th worst for year-round soot pollution, and
American Lung Association graded Allegheny County

an F for its overall air quality. One look at the brown
Monongahela River will demonstrate that Pitttsburgh’s
water is no cleaner than its air.

Other factors are problematic as well, including the
city’s notoriously long and cold winters. These are all, to
varying degrees, contributing to the exodus of young people
from Pittsburgh. And because the average age in the city is

Allegheny

County got a
stark reminder

of that recently,

as the American
Lung Association
released its 2021
“State of the Air”
report cards, and
the county received
L, F grades for ozone
.1 and particle
pollution over a

" 24-hour test, and
failed its annual

™= particle pollution
test.
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higher than most, Pittsburgh is experiencing a significant
(and growing) number of yearly deaths. These two trends
have resulted in Pittsburgh losing thousands of residents
each year. The city is slowly dying, and Pittsburgh’s youth
are exacerbating the decline by leaving the city and an
alarming rate.

Can the city be saved? The answer is nuanced and
complex, but there is reason for optimism. Pittsburgh is
home to multiple elite universities, which draws college-
aged people into the city and creates jobs in research and
development. Also, the aforementioned growing tech sector
offers an excellent opportunity for Pittsburgh to modernize
and be well-poised to lead for the rest of the century.
Pittsburgh’s greatest asset is not a physical trait, however
— it is the yinzing, Terrible-Towel-waving city spirit that
permeates throughout Southwestern Pennsylvania. If there
is a town that can endure these problems and emerge on
the other side as a better version of itself, it is Pittsburgh.
Only time will tell whether the city will survive and thrive,
but if it is to do so, it will be not in spite of, but because of
Pittsburghers.
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Anyone looking for a puppy right now may have trouble
finding one depending on the breed and state. There
are plenty of dogs available to be rescued in shelters, but

puppies from a breeder, such as those
that are AKC registered, are in short
supply. Part of the reason for this is
the influx of puppies that come from
puppy mills that are sold at a cheaper
price than those from a respected
breeder. These large-scale breeders

operate to make profit off of their dogs,

not necessarily for the contribution of
well-cared-for animals to the market.
Often, these dogs are inbred, develop
health issues, and end up in pet stores
or animal shelters. The mothers

are used until they cannot carry
another litter, then are either killed or
abandoned.

While pictures on the internet
may show cute puppies, further
research into the websites selling
them will reveal no information about
the parents and no trace of health
tests and certificates. These are signs
that a puppy mill may have bred the
dog. Puppy mills are not held to high
standards under the direction of the

US Department of Agriculture: the USDA has established
these standards in the Animal Welfare Act, but the rules
set a very low bar for living conditions for the animals and
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By Annalese Bartolacci

furthermore, the USDA is too overburdened to enforce
it properly. For example, some of the rules in the AWA
allow that, “Dogs may be kept in stacked cages. Mesh or

wire flooring is allowed. Dogs may be
forced to relieve themselves in their
cages. Dogs may be confined in spaces
only six inches larger than their bodies,
not including the tail. A dog may be
caged 24 hours a day for his or her
entire life, only removed from the cage
to be bred” (ThePuppyMillProject.org)
Such deplorable conditions should not
be permitted under the law as a way to
treat dogs and puppies.

Buying a dog will always be
expensive for the consumer. Either
someone can buy a healthy dog from a
respected breeder and pay when they
buy it, or they can buy a dog from a
puppy mill and pay later in medical
bills as the puppy may have breed-
related diseases or cancer. Another
side of the issue lies in the fact that
many puppies are available in shelters
constantly. It would be better for
those looking into buying a dog to
spend the money up front, knowing
that their puppy has a better chance

of a healthier life. Refusing to support puppy mills by not
buying directly from them or from a pet store will help to
stop the cycle that abuses dogs.



Dering and Turnquist Named
All-American
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FESTIVAL Strength and Conditioning
Athletes of the Year

Students Selected for
PMEA All-State Ensembles

Seven Fox Chapel Area High School students were
selected by audition to perform with the prestigious 2022
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) All-
State Orchestra, Concert Band, and Chorus. The PMEA
All-State ensembles are comprised of the best high school
musicians from across Pennsylvania.

Senior Samuel Slember (double bass) was selected to
play in the All-State Orchestra. Based on audition, Sam was

named as principal bass, the first chair. The orchestra was Fox Chapel Area High School seniors David Dering

conducted by Jason Seber, associate conductor of the Kansas ~ and Lydia Turnquist were named 2022 All-American

City Symphony. Athlete Strength and Conditioning Athlete of the Year
Juniors Elijah Conklin (French horn) and Lawrence Liu Award recipients in swimming. The honor, given by

(flute), and sophomore Chloe Kim (clarinet) were selected the National Strength and Conditioning Association

to play in All-State Concert Band. The band was conducted (NSCA), recognizes high school and collegiate athletes

by Dr. Jonathan Helmick, director of bands and associate whose athletic accomplishments reflect their dedication

professor of music at Slippery Rock University. to strength and conditioning. The athletes are also
Seniors Gabrielle Bell (Soprano 2) and Simeon Owens recognized for their academic accomplishments, as well

(Tenor 1), and sophomore Micah Shelley (Tenor 2), were as their integrity as student-athletes. Both students

selected to sing in All-State Chorus. Based on audition, are swimmers on the Fox Chapel Area High School

Gabrielle placed second out of all of the second sopranos swimming and diving team.

across Pennsylvania. The All-State Chorus was conducted David and Lydia were nominated by Fox

by Dr. Amelia Garbisch, director of music education and Chapel Area High School social studies teacher and

assistant professor at choral music Bloomsburg University. interscholastic strength and conditioning head coach
The All-State Festival was held in conjunction with the Brandon Peifer. According to Peifer, David and Lydia

PMEA Annual In-Service Conference April 6-9 in Pocono are both team leaders.

Manor, Pennsylvania. “David is dedicated to his sport and improving his

performance through strength and conditioning. His
leadership and work ethic are noticed by his teammates
and coaches,” Peifer says. “Lydia leads by example
through her consistency and willingness to always give
her best. She is respected by her teammates and coaches
alike”

Founded in 1978, the NSCA is a nonprofit
association dedicated to advancing the strength and
conditioning and related sport science professions
around the world. The NSCA exists to empower a
community of professionals to maximize their impact
through disseminating evidence-based knowledge and
its practical application by offering industry-leading
certifications, research journals, career development
FCAHS PMEA All-State 2022: The Fox Chapel Area High services, networking opportunities, and continuing

School students chosen to perform with PMEA All-State education. The NSCA community is composed of

ensembles were front row, left to right, Chloe Kim, Gabrielle Bell, more than 60,000 members and certified professionals
and Lawrence Liu, and back row, left to right, Micah Shelley, throughout t}’le world

Elijah Conklin, Simeon Owens, and Samuel Slember.
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On April 29th. ten students, including myself, and
four faculty members embarked on a challenging 150-
mile bike ride from Cumberland, Maryland to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. While we took only around two hours to
drive to Cumberland from FCAHS, we took three days to
bike back.
The Great Allegheny Passage (known as the GAP trail)
connects Cumberland to Pittsburgh by a 150-mile path
which takes the riders alongside
railways, rivers, over rolling hills and
bridges, and even through tunnels.
In 1978, a deed was granted by the
Western Pennsylvania Conservatory
to build the first section of the trail
between the towns of Confluence and
Ohiopyle. Over the years, volunteers
"= helped to build, extend, and
@ maintain the trail. The C&O Canal
trail connects 200 miles between
Cumberland and Washington D.C.
for an even bigger challenge. Physical
P Education teacher, Mr. Battista led
/ . L . the first GAP bike trip in 2003,
This sign marked the although at the time, the trail was still
starting point of our journey . . .

and the distance obe iNComplete so it was a shorter version

traveled. of what now exists. Later, in 2014,
he led a group along the C&O Canal

trail. Then, in 2015 and 2018, groups of students completed
the finished GAP trail. A ride was going to be held in 2020,
but was postponed for two years due to the pandemic. Now,
in 2022, the trip was able to successfully take place.
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Great Allegheny Passage
Mm_...

By Leah Kenyon

The group met outside the school on a chilly Friday
morning to load up bikes and gear, and board the bus to
Cumberland, Maryland. The first 20 miles or so of this
trail are uphill. Eager to start, we biked 16 tough miles
to Frostburg, MD where Mr. Norberg supplied us with
materials to have a nice picnic lunch. Once finished, we
kept climbing up, with the motivation of downbhills and
flat trails close in sight. We crossed the Mason Dixon
Line into Pennsylvania and finally reached the Eastern
Continental Divide. There, the continuous incline ended
and the pace picked up. The rest of the day consisted of
smooth riding along scenic views. Once everyone reached
camp, dinners were enjoyed in s1lence after biking 44 mlles
Then, camp was ; '
set up at the Husky
Haven Campgrounds
near Rockville,
Pennsylvania.

A little sore from
the day before, the

group began the :
second day with gﬁ
purpose. We stopped [

to take a nice break Ve
beside the river and __ —
to avoid the crowds at _..,«.-—-—————-‘"‘"‘"“”"" e
the popular Ohiopyle, =
lunch was eaten in .
the small town of
Confluence, but we
did buy ice cream in




Gap Trail, continued...
Ohiopyle and enjoyed a hike down to view the powerful
waterfall. Through that morning into the afternoon, the
scenery changed from mountains and valleys to flowing
rivers to tall woods. After lunch, we still had 21 more miles
to bike until we reached our campsite. Everyone, going
at their own pace, could ride peacefully, enjoying their
surroundings. Finally
reaching the campsite
for the second night
after completing 50
miles, we set up our
tents, ate dinner, and
prepared for rain.

The start of the
third day was not
as friendly as the
previous two days
and it was to be our
longest day - 60 miles
to get home. Thunder
and rain greeted us
as we got out of our
tents and prepared
for the final day of riding. Pushing through the muddy
trails and avoiding a fallen tree, the group was motivated
by the thought of reaching the finish. We avoided some
rain storms after waiting for our lunch in a trailside cafe.
Personally, I was tired when we reached our lunch stop
and was feeling
discouraged, but
when we walked
if] outside, the sun
came out, giving
me new energy.
With about 40
miles left, we
got back on our
muddy bikes
and continued
onward.
Reaching
familiar landmarks further motivated us and the last 20
miles felt like a race to the finish. Biking up to the Point
in downtown Pittsburgh after a total of 150 miles created
a great sense of accomplishment. We biked the final three
miles to Millvale, tired and muddy, but happy. Even though
the trip was over, there was one more obstacle. A train
derailment blocked the exit for the park in Millvale. Some
of us escaped, but others were trapped until the train was
finally removed almost two hours later. If I have the chance
to do the trip again, I would. I learned what I could do if I
just pushed myself and it was a great escape from stressful
end-of-year exams.

Congratulations,
Colin and Andrew!

Congratulations to Fox Chapel Area School District
senior Colin Stephens who earned a $10,000 scholarship
by placing in the Greater Pittsburgh Automotive Dealers
Association/Pennsylvania Automotive Association
competition at CCAC West Hills!

Colin also won a variety of tools and vouchers for
tools in the automotive field.

“I didn’t expect to win anything and I didn’t know they
were giving out any scholarships that day, so it was a big
surprise,” Colin said. “That took the pressure off, and I
honestly didn’t expect to ever do anything like this and
be so good at it that I could win a scholarship from a
competition. So, again, I was really surprised and really
happy”

Participants in the competition took a written test
and also completed hands-on skills like measuring
bearing clearances, brakes and electrical work.

Colin is a second-year student in A.W. Beattie’s
Automotive Technology program.

“I've always enjoyed learning how things like cars
work and tinkering with them, so this program caters
to that curiosity,” Colin said. “I also know I can make a
good career in a field that I love.”

Colin plans to be an automotive technician.

Congratulations to
Andrew Risinger, who
was named a Student of
the Month for March/
April at the A.W. Beattie
Career Center. Andrew
is enrolled in A.W.
Beattie's Emergency
Response Technology
program.
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‘Students Win Awards at Regional HOSA Club Competes
Science & Engineering Fair in State Conference
One Qualifies for International Fair . R .
The Health Occupational e T e
N1, Pittsburgh Regional Six Fox Chapel Area School Students of America club 95 i

SCIENCE & District students recently (H(f)SA)’ thle club foé f‘tltull'(e htea'lth ki
. ds at the Pittsbureh ~ Professionals, recently took a trip |
ENGINEERING Fair "°" "' 80 o King of Prussi =
. . : . g of Prussia to compete at
Regional Science & Engineerin )
CARNECESCEC S e § 8 the Pennsylvania HOSA State

Fair (PRSEF) and one student ¢ hree d b
qualified for an international science and engineering fair. Conference. Ff)r three days, the
students experienced speakers,

Junior Arvind Seshan was one of four overall winners X -
and qualified to participate in the Regeneron International ~ SYMPOSIUMS, anfi comp e.t1t10ns.
Science and Engineering Fair (Regeneron ISEF), where Some were multip le.ch01ce tests,
hundreds of students from nations across the world compete and others were project-based
for prizes worth millions of dollars. Additionally, Arvind events. Two FOX Chapel s‘fudents Rai Sop homt‘;lr.e(f“")shazxa .
won a sponsor award from Facebook/Meta and affiliated placed in thelr events. Junior, ) ]ZJ,:%ZZPZ e;c;f{tminseiz:zr
sponsor awards from the Office of Naval Research U.S. Jonathan Li won second place in piace stver awards at the 2022
Navy and U.S. Marine Corps. and the Yale Science and theResearch Fostereventand ﬁiggg%h?;ﬁf:;;gsz
Engineering Association. He also won an associate scientist soPhomore, L.akshanya . ! competition.
perseverance award. The name of Arvind’s project is “Using Rajaganapathi won second place in

Machine Learning to Augment Dynamic Time Warping the Nutrition Objective tesj[. Congratulations! HOSA isa
(DTW) Based Signal Classification” club for anyone interested in learning more about health-

related professions. Competing at the state conference gives
students the chance to explore an aspect of healthcare that
interests them, and provides a unique opportunity to learn
about that topic. If you would like to join HOSA next year,
contact Suzanne_Miller@fcasd.edu.

Freshman Rohit Velankar was named the first-place
winner in the senior physics and astronomy category and
also won a junior scientist perseverance award. Junior
Lawrence Liu won second place in the senior division
computer science and math category. Sophomore
Lakshanya Rajaganapathi was named a fourth-place ——
winner in the senior medicine, health, and microbiology '
category. Sophomore Adhitya Thirumala won the senior
division Carnegie Science Award and an honorary scientist
perseverance award.

The PRSEEF is open to students in grades 6-12 from
21 counties in Western Pennsylvania and Garrett County
in Maryland. Each year, approximately 1,000 students
from more than 100 schools compete for more than $1
million in cash, scholarships, and trips. All of the students
who participated in the fair conducted individual science
research and presented their projects to a committee
of judges. The judging took place March 22 and 23 at

A ) Above: Members of the Health Occupations Students of America club break
the Carnegle Science Center. An awards ceremony was for a group ohoto with their club sponsor, science teacher Suzanne Miller,

livestreamed March 25. during the PA State Conference in King of Prussia.
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State TSA Conference Success

Nine Fox Chapel Area High School students won
awards at the Pennsylvania Technology Student Association
(TSA) State Leadership Conference which was held April
20-22, 2022, at Seven Springs. The Fox Chapel Area second-
place winners were junior Ananth Kashyap and freshman
Swati Mylarappa in the debating technological issues
category. Ananth and Swati have both qualified for the
2022 National TSA Conference that will be held in June in
Dallas, Texas. Additionally, in the state competition, senior
Dylan Berman and junior Jonathan Li won fourth places,
Swati also won a sixth place, juniors James Harris and Talis
Jacob won ninth place, and freshmen Sangyon Park, Samuel
Ummer, and Rohit Velankar won tenth places.

The TSA is a national organization of students
engaged in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics). The group supports STEM-education goals
through high school and middle school competitions,
leadership, and teamwork activities for students. The Fox
Chapel Area High School TSA advisors are teachers Joseph
Gass, Mitch Palucis, and Justin Papariello.

Pictured above: Freshman Samuel Ummer, junior Will Rice, freshman
Kyle Ong, junior Talis Jacob, and junior James Harris collaborate on an
on-demand video shoot that was part of the TSA competition.

FC Students Place at
County Envirothon Competition

A team of Fox
Chapel Area High
School seniors recently
won first place in the
2022 Allegheny County
Envirothon competition.
| The team members
qualified for the state
| competition and they
| are Maia Gravina,

. Sydney Inglis, Aurora

- Sauereisen, Kaylee Uribe,
and Anushka Vis. Each
member of the winning
& team will receive a $500

: " £ scholarship.
The FC members of the winning Allegheny For the Allegheny
County Envirothon are, first row, left to Cou nty Envirothon

right, Anushka Vis and Aurora Sauereisen,
and back row, left to right, Sydney Inglis,
Kaylee Uribe, and Maia Gravina.

teams of high school
students compete in
field testing using their
knowledge in five topic areas - soils and land use, aquatic
ecology, forestry, wildlife, and environmental issues. A
total of 18 teams of students in grades nine-twelve from
high schools across Allegheny County participated in the
competition which was held April 29 at Boyce Park and was
sponsored by the Allegheny County Conservation District.
The state competition testing event will be held in late May
onsite at Camp Mount Luther in Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania,
and a virtual question and answer component will be held
in mid-May. Teams of high school students from across the
state will participate.

FOX TALES JUNE 2022 9



The Foxes Den was initiated in fall of 2017 as a business

practicum course offered only to junior and senior students.

Five years ago, this course originated from an idea to give
students interested in business an opportunity to undergo
an experience much like an internship. Students have the
option to join three “teams” within the business: marketing,
finance, and operations. Each sect has an important impact
in helping to sell products, manage finances, and generate
new product designs. This semester, in honor of the Den’s
five-year anniversary, we interviewed three members of the
S R class's original team.

e Amanda Nord, the first alum
we interviewed, currently
- attends James Madison
3 University and majors in
media arts and design. Later
‘o= this year, she plans on taking
on an internship program in
Los Angeles where she will be
working for a company in the
entertainment industry. When
asked how working in the
Foxes Den has been beneficial

Amanda Nord
manda for to her throughout college she
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By Katie Voigt
replied, “This course has definitely secured my love for a
career in social media and content creating” From taking
the course, Amanda also mentioned that she learned how
to appeal to a target audience and discover what medium
of information will come across to an audience most
effectively.

Brianna Smith attends
Slippery Rock University
and majors in Healthcare
Administration and
Management, concentrating g
in long-term care with a
license in
Personal Care Home
Administration. Her favorite
memory from the class was
working with her classmates
to figure out how she wanted to design the Foxes Den. She
also enjoyed working in the store. Advice Smith would give
to current students taking the class is, “Take advantage of
it. If youre genuinely interested in pursuing any sort of
business-related degree, you have an amazing opportunity
to get hands-on experience in running a business.
Obviously it’s not 100% exact, but the foundation is being

Brianna Smith (right)



Foxes Den, continued...
built. You will dig deeper into the specifics during your
college education, but this class looks great on resumes!”
The last student we interviewed was Paul Reiber, a
senior at University of Pittsburgh. Majoring in finance and
accounting with a minor in
economics, Reiber also worked
as a private equity analyst
at GT Entrepreneurs and a
financial services advisory
intern at KPMG. When asked
how the course has benefited
him in college he said, “The
course really confirmed to
me that I wanted to study
and pursue a career within
finance. In addition, the
work that we completed for
the finances of the Foxes Den
helped to provide me with a strong background for some
of the initial courses I took in college. It also exposed me
to other departments of running a business that I had less
experience in, like marketing and operations.” A few life
lessons he learned in the class included, “the importance

Paul Reiber

“--

e
L]
[—

Brooke Bowman and Ryan Zatman were two of the
friendly Foxes Den staff members of 2022.

of teamwork and playing to the strengths of every team
member. Running a business oftentimes requires many
different people and many different departments in order to
be successful. It is essential to work together and weigh the
opinions/ideas of the whole team in order to produce the
best possible product/service.”

Congratulations to Mr. Yanizeski and everyone else
who had a hand in developing the Foxes Den and making
it what it is today. Surely this is just the first milestone for a
program that will have longevity in our school community.
If you are interested in working for the Foxes Den before
graduation, talk with your guidance counselor. You won't be
disappointed!

Students Place in
State FBLA Competition/
Six Qualify for Nationals

Ten Fox Chapel Area High School students placed
at the 2022 Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
State Leadership Conference. Junior Stephen Santilli and
sophomore Joshua Brown won first places, junior Helia
Hamidi and sophomore Ava McCaffrey won third places,
and senior Paris Wohlgemuth and sophomore Maria
Costantino won fourth places. All six of these students
qualified to participate in the FBLA National Leadership
Conference that will be held June 29-July 2 in Chicago,
Illinois. Other state place-winners were senior Sydney
Kennedy, junior Zachary Sullivan, sophomore Harry
Littwin, and freshman Swati Mylarappa.

Additionally, as part of the state leadership conference,
six Fox Chapel Area High School students were inducted
into the National Business Honor Society. Those students
are seniors Katherine Voigt and Paris Wohlgemuth, and
juniors Aisling Beresford, Helia Hamidi, Diya Reddy, and
Zachary Sullivan.

The FBLA State Leadership Conference was held April
11-13 both virtually and in person. Approximately 4,000
students from high schools across the state participated
in the competition. The Fox Chapel Area High School
FBLA sponsor is business education teacher Christina
Congalton.

Essey Named Student
of the Year by the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Fox Chapel Area High School
senior Hanna Essey has been
named a 2022 Student of the Year
by the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society (LLS). Hanna and her
team, Kick Out Cancer, raised a
total of $50,522.

Students of the Year is
a seven-week fundraising
challenge where high school
student leaders raise money and
awareness for the fight against blood cancers. The funds
raised benefit the LLS mission: to find a cure for leukemia,
lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease, and Myeloma, and to
improve the quality of life of patients and their families.

This year, 18 high school candidate teams came
together to raise more than $830,000 toward the mission
of the LLS.

FOX TALES JUNE2022 11



A Ch0|rTr|p for the Hlstory Books

On April 1st, Fox Chapel’s Choir Ensemble set off
on two Coach buses for their spring trip. After extensive
efforts from Mr.Murray and many others, the choir was able
to take their first overnight trip since the pandemic hit. This
year’s choir was headed to Williamsburg, Virginia. First
on the trip schedule was a stop at Colonial Williamsburg,
VA. Colonial Williamsburg is the world's largest living
history museum, as you enter, historical interpreters greet
you, and horse-drawn carriages pass by. Filled with fine
dining, historical buildings, and several shops, everyone
had something to enjoy in Colonial Williamsburg. After
a fun-filled day immersed in history, the choir headed to
Bruton Parish Episcopal Church to perform in a candlelit
church.. Bruton Parish Episcopal Church has been around
since 1674 and to commemorate their past worshipers,
people such as George Washington and James Madison
are engraved on the box-pews of the church. The ensemble
sang beautifully in what is one of the nation’s most historic
churches.

Student members of the FC choir ensembles gave a candlelit
performance in at the Bruton Parish Church in Colonial Williamsburg.
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By Alex Navas

Saturday morning, the group got up to head over to the
local farmers' market. The area had boutiques and gift shops
lining the streets along with tents selling flowers, produce,
and more. It was a calm morning to start the day and buy
some souvenirs. Afterward, the bus drove over to Busch
Gardens and the choir headed off to their favorite rides
and attractions. Busch Gardens is known for its different
country-themed sections and failed to disappoint. Everyone
was either enjoying a ride, a carnival game, or even dinner
with live music in the Italy section. Perhaps the best part
of the trip was being able to just have time to bond with
the choir and make some memories and the sunny weather
didn't hurt. From sun up to sun down the group spent
almost all day at Busch Gardens and came back with smiles
and prizes. Speaking for most, I believe everyone went to
bed that night pretty tired from all of the day's activities and
got recharged for the next day.

Washington D.C. was the last stop for the choir. The
group got to do a self-guided tour of the Smithsonian
Museums and enjoyed lunch from the several food trucks
lining the sidewalks. Everyone got to pick from a variety
of museums to learn from and experience. Some personal
favorites were the National Gallery of Art, the National
Museum of African American History and Culture, and
the Smithsonian Castle. Dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe
concluded 2022’s choir trip. This was one last final time
to connect with peers and friends and everyone took
advantage of the time. Eating, laughing and talking, the
group finally headed onto the buses for the ride home.
Thanks to Ben Bliss, the groups got to watch a couple
of movies on the way home and there was never a dull
moment. Although the trip was over, the bonds and
memories the choir created will go on to make a more
convivial ensemble to be a part of.



Nine Fox Chapel Area
High School students were
selected by audition to perform
with the Pennsylvania Music
Educators Association (PMEA)
Region I Chorus. The students
are seniors Gabrielle Bell,
Andrew Byersdorfer, Jacob
McWilliams, and Simeon
Owens; juniors Lawrence
Liu (accompanist), Ryder
Smith, and Sam Smith; and
sophomores Kristopher
Pizzella and Micah Shelley.

The choral group included 168 of the best singers from
school districts throughout Allegheny, Beaver, Butler,
Fayette, Greene, Lawrence, Mercer, Washington, and
Westmoreland counties. The Region I Chorus concert was
held March 25 - '
at Butler Area
Intermediate
High School.
The group was
conducted
by Michael
Semancik, the
visiting director
of choral
activities at
Goucher College
in Baltimore,
Maryland, where
he conducts the
chamber singers,
the Goucher
choral society, and the orchestra.

Twelve Fox Chapel Area High School students were
selected to perform with Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association (PMEA) honors orchestras.

«PMEA District 1 Honors Orchestra — Nine Fox Chapel
Area High School students were chosen to participate in the
2021 PMEA District 1 Honors Orchestra. The students are
seniors Nathaniel Mueller (violin), Samuel Slember (bass),
and Ann Yonas (violin); juniors Alexsander Kirby (cello)
and Daniel Wang (violin); sophomores Amelia Costello

Students Selected for
PMEA Chorus Festival
and Honors Orchestras

(violin), Gloria Wen (violin), and Bridget Yun (cello); and
freshman Anna Delale-O’Connor (violin).

Approximately 225 students from across the greater
Pittsburgh area auditioned for the PMEA District 1 Honors
Orchestra and only 60 were chosen to participate. The
students rehearsed November 20 and 21 with a concert
on November 21 at Fox Chapel Area High School. The
orchestra was conducted by Mr. Douglas Droste, director of
orchestras at Ball State University.

«PMEA District 1 Orchestra - Six Fox Chapel Area High
School students were selected by application to perform
with the 2022 PMEA District 1 Orchestra. The orchestra
was comprised of a select group of student-musicians from
across the Pittsburgh area. The students chosen are seniors
Andrew Byersdorfer (cello), Jonah Hertzman (oboe),
Nathaniel Mueller (violin), and Samuel Slember (bass);
junior Alexsander Kirby (cello); and sophomore Jacob
Milgrub (cello). Additionally, based on audition, Sam was
selected as the principal bass, first chair.

A total of
150 students
were selected
for the District 1
al| Orchestra Festival
§ which was held
at the David
L. Lawrence
Convention
Center in January.
The conductor
was Ms. Desiree
Overree,
orchestra director
at Seven Lakes
High School in
Texas.
+PMEA Western Region Orchestra — Fox Chapel Area High
School senior Samuel Slember was selected by audition
to perform with the 2022 PMEA Western Region State
Orchestra. Samuel (double bass) was also selected as the
principal bass, first chair.

Approximately 120 students were selected from the
western half of Pennsylvania for the Western Region State
Orchestra. The festival was scheduled to be held at DuBois
High in February, but was canceled due to inclement
weather.
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National Art & Writing Award Winners

Two Fox Chapel Area High School students
were named national winners in the 2022
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. In the art
portion of the national contest, sophomore
Nicholas Goodman won a Gold Medal for his
photograph titled “Memory of Quebec.” In the
writing portion of the national contest, senior
Anna Ferris won a Silver Medal for her short
story, “The Last Line of Defense.”

This year, more than 260,000 works of art
and writing were submitted by students in
grades 7-12 through regional contests. Prior
to being named national winners, Nicholas
and Anna were named Gold Key winners in
the 2022 Pittsburgh Region of the Scholastic
Art & Writing Awards. At the national level,

Sophomore Nicholas
the works of art and writing were judged by a Goodman's Gold Medal
panel of creative-industry experts, and less than  winning photograph titled
2,000 received national Gold or Silver Medals. ‘Memory of Quebec.

Only the top 1% of all entries earn national
recognition.

For being named a national Gold Key winner, Nicholas
and his teacher, Amy Wickman, have been invited to attend

OV ol

After three long years, DESI night finally returned on
May 24th. The show featured various dances and styles from
Indian culture. The D.E.S.I. (Designated Ethnic Society
of India) club was formed in order to
spread an understanding of Indian culture
through dance and music. Congratulations
to all involved; we are so happy DESI night
was able to return this year after extensive
preparation from the whole club. 'm
extremely proud of all of our members
who were dancing on stage for the first
time; it takes courage to step out of your
comfort zone to try something new and
perform in front of an audience.

DESI hosts this event annually to
share Indian culture with the rest of
our community. This year the program
consisted of one classical dance solo, a teacher dance, and
three group dances. This year, the dance styles included
Bharatanatyam, Bollywood, and Bhangra. We ended with a
dinner that consisted of delicious food from Spice Affair.
When asked for feedback on our event, one student
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Mrs. Butkovic, Mrs. Montgomery,
Sra. Finley, Mr. Rios and Mrs. Polesiak
performed in the teacher dance,

a favorite part of DESI night.

a ceremony at Carnegie Hall in New York City
on June 9. Additionally, Nicholas’ photograph
will be published in the Online Galleries at
artandwriting.org in June. His name will also
be listed in Yearbook 2022, a companion to
the annual publications Best Teen Art and Best
Teen Writing, which feature selections of works
by national medalists.

According to Chris Wisniewski, the
executive director of the Alliance for
Young Artists & Writers, the nonprofit
organization 